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Iran condemns
U.S., Britain air-
strikes on Yemen

Iran’s foreign ministry spokes-
man, Nasser Kanaani, strongly
condemned recent aerial and mis-
sile assaults by the United States
and Britain in various regions of
Yemen.

Kanaani characterized these at-
tacks as “a blatant infringement
upon Yemen’s sovereignty and
territorial integrity,” also noting
them as “a grave violation of inter-
national rights” by both the U.S.
and Britain.

He emphasized the sustained
unilateral nature of these actions,
portraying them as a palpable and
ominous threat to international
peace and security. Kanaani fur-
ther elucidated that the military
escapades undertaken by the
U.S. and Britain in the region per-
sistently reveal a fundamentally
misguided policy, where violence
becomes the chosen means to
pursue objectives that are gen-
erally perceived as questionable
and illegitimate, contradicting re-
peated claims from \Washington
and London about a disinterest in
escalating war or engagement in
the geographical expanse.
Moreover, Kanaani highlighted the
continued support extended by
the U.S. and Britain towards war
crimes carried out by the Zionist
regime. He pointed out that their
ongoing military interventions
in the region actively contribute
to the escalation of chaos, inse-
curity, and instability, seemingly
creating a strategic open space
for a regime accused of genocidal
activities against the Palestinian
population. In light of these de-
velopments, Kanaani asserted the
international community’s unde-
niable responsibility to hold both
the U.S. and Britain accountable
for their actions and to seek a res-
olution prioritizing peace, stability,
and justice in the region.
American and British  forces
launched a series of airstrikes on
Yemen today, striking 36 targets
at 13 locations including in the
capital of Sana’a.

The strikes hit areas in the south
of Sana’a, according to Yemen’s
al-Masirah TV. The U.S. forces in-
volved included F/A-18 fighter jets
launched from the USS Dwight D.
Eisenhower aircraft carrier as well
as Tomahawk missiles fired by
U.S. Navy vessels in the waters off
Yemen, according to al-Jazeera.
The bombings in Yemen come
a day after American forces
launched major airstrikes on 85
targets in lraq and Syria. In a
statement on Friday, U.S. Pres-
ident Joe Biden said the strikes
were the first in a series of ac-
tions by Washington in response
to a drone attack that killed three
American soldiers and left about
40 others injured in an occupation
base near the Jordan-Syria border
earlier in the week.

Ansarullah has emerged as a
potent force in the fight against
Israeli-U.S. invasion of Gaza and
regional dynamics, presenting a
daunting challenge to the United
States.

The resistance group has weath-
ered numerous strikes by the U.S.
and Britain on Yemen to target
vessels bound for Israeli ports
in solidarity with the Palestinians
who for the past four months have
been subject to one of the most
ferocious bombing campaigns in
recent history.

The United States has provided Is-
rael with a steady supply of weap-
ons and intelligence support and
blocked UN resolutions calling for
a humanitarian ceasefire in the
Palestinian territory.

The war in Gaza has resulted in
significant  Palestinian  casual-
ties, with over 27,000 killed and
66,000 injured since the invasion
began on October 7.
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In 2023, in the midst of the
global economic slowdown
and the rising complexity, se-
verity and uncertainty of the
external environment, Chi-
na’s economy fought its way
through difficulties. National
economy rebounded and im-
proved. High-quality develop-
ment was pushed forward in
a solid manner. The main ex-
pected goals were successfully
achieved, with gross domestic
product (GDP) exceeding 126
trillion Yuan, a year-on-year
growth rate of 5.2%.

Recently, a number of inter-
national institutions, including
the International Monetary
Fund(IMF) and the Organiza-
tion for Economic Co-opera-
tion and Development(OECD),
have raised China’s economic
growth expectations and are
bullish on the momentum of
China’s economic growth in
2024. It is widely believed that
China is the biggest engine of
global economic growth.
China’s economic fundamen-
tals are stable and improving.
China insists on not engaging
in strong stimulus, and not
accumulating long-term risks
in exchange for short-term
growth. So the economy has
great resilience and maintains
a long-term positive trend. In
terms of factor endowment,

China, higgest engine

China’s
dend” has been optimized to
“talent dividend”. China’s total
amount of talent resources,
scientific and technological

“demographic  divi-

human resources, and the
number of research and devel-
opment personnel ranking the
first in the world.

China has abundant capital
factors. And the proportion
of its annual capital formation
has risen to 30% of the global
capital formation. In terms of
industrial bases, China is the
only country with all the in-
dustrial categories as defined
in the United Nation’s Classifi-
cation of Industries. There are
more than 200 mature indus-
trial clusters forming, and the
size of China’s manufacturing
industry has ranked first in the
world for 13 consecutive years.
According to the data by World
Bank, China now accounts for
28.7% of the global manufac-
turing output (compared to
16.8% for the U.S.), and ac-
counts for 30% of the global
manufacturing  added-value,
which is about the sum of the
Group of Seven(G7). In 2023,
China’s automobile exports ex-
ceeded those of Japan.For the
first time, China became the
world’s top automobile export-
er. In terms of the potential of
domestic demand, the popula-
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tion of China’s middle-income
group exceeds 400 million,
and will reach 800 million in
the next decade or so. And
nearly 300 million agricultural
migrants are speeding up the
process of citizenization, which
will bring huge consumer de-
mand and strong consumption
upgrading momentum in the
areas of housing, education,
medical care, and health care
of the ageing population.

China’s economic innovation
capacity has been constantly
improving.  China’s invest-
ment in R&D and high-tech
industries  has  maintained
double-digit growth for several
consecutive years. The num-
ber of patent applications now
ranks first in the world. The
number of high-tech enter-
prises has increased to about
400,000 and the number of
unicorn enterprises ranks the
second in the world. China’s
industrial ~ optimization and
upgrading has been remark-
able, and it is climbing up to
the middle and high end of the
value chain. Among the 153
“lighthouse factories” released
by the World Economic Forum,
which represent the highest
level of intelligent manufac-
turing in the world, 62, more
than 40%, of them are in Chi-
na. According to Global Inno-

vation Index Report 2023 by
the World Intellectual Property
Organization, China’s inno-
vation index ranked the 12th.
The number of scientific and
technological clusters is 24,
which ranked the first. The size
of China’s digital economy is
expected to exceed 15 trillion
U.S. dollars in 2027.

China is pushing forward the
green and low-carbon transi-
tion. In 2022, the investment
volume of energy transition
reached 546 billion U.S. dol-
lars, four times of that in the
U.S. There will be large-scale
incremental development in
the green infrastructure, green
energy, green transportation,
green life and so on. The po-
tential market size is expected
to reach 10 ftrillion Yuan per
year. According to the General
Administration of Customs, the
total of China’s exports of the
“new three” (new-energy ve-
hicles, lithium batteries, pho-
tovoltaic products) exceeded
1 trillion Yuan for the first time
in 2023, an increase of 29.9%.
According to the prediction
by Oxford Economics, China’s
emerging industries and high-
tech manufacturing will contin-
ue to expand rapidly in 2024.
China’s economic contribu-
tion to the world economy is
significant. China has become
a major trading partner of
more than 140 countries and
regions. The total tariff level
has been reduced to 7.3%.
The rate of return on foreign
direct investment in China over
the past five years has been
about 9%, which is at a high
level globally. The Internation-
al Finance Forum reports that
China’s contribution to world
economic growth will be 32%
in 2023, remaining the larg-
est driver of global econom-
ic growth (11% for the US).
Kristalina Georgieva, Manag-
ing Director of International
Monetary Fund, said that for
every 1% growth in China’s
economy, he production lev-
el of other economies will in-
crease by an average of 0.3%.
A report by RAND Corporation

[ olobal economic growth

of the United States says that
China has become the world’s
largest source of international
development finance, provid-
ing loans and grants of about
1.34 ftrillion U.S. dollars for
more than 20,000 projects in
165 low- and middle-income
countries since 2000s, and
that China’s state-owned banks
and corporations provide near-
ly six times as much funding
for development projects as
the United States.

The year 2023 is a year of the
pragmatic advancement of Chi-
na-Iran friendship and cooper-
ation. President Xi Jinping and
President Ebrahim Raisi have
met twice. And the leaders of
the two states have reached a
series of important consensus
on further promoting the Chi-
na-Iran Comprehensive Strate-
gic Partnership. China and Iran
are both important developing
countries and emerging econ-
omies, playing important parts
in the world economy. Over the
years, China has been lIran’s
largest trading partner and the
most important export desti-
nation for Iranian goods. China
has the world’s most prom-
ising mega-market. It is the
biggest engine of global eco-
nomic growth, which will pro-
vide more development oppor-
tunities for countries around
the world including Iran. Iran
is an important country in the
“Belt and Road” initiative. Both
China and Iran are members
of the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization and the BRICS
Cooperation Mechanism. So
there is great potential for
cooperation between the two
countries. We hope that the
relevant authorities of the two
sides will actively promote the
implementation of the impor-
tant consensus between the
leaders of two states, contin-
uously strengthen practical
cooperation between the two
countries in various fields, and
move forward towards the goal
of jointly building an equal and
orderly multipolar world and
inclusive economic globaliza-
tion.

oading, unloading of goods in Bushehr ports up 5% in 10 months yr/yr

The loading and unloading of goods in the ports
of Bushehr province, in the southwest of Iran, in-
creased by five percent in the first ten months of the
present Iranian calendar year (March 21, 2023-Jan-
uary 20, 2024), as compared to the same period in
the past year, a provincial official announced.
Ahmad Mohammadizadeh, the governor-general
of the province, said that over 52.5 million tons of
products were loaded and unloaded in the ports of
the province during the mentioned 10-month peri-
od.

As previously announced by the Ports and Maritime
Organization (PMO), the loading and unloading of
goods in the ports of Iran increased by eight per-
cent in the first ten months of the present year, as
compared to the same period in the past year.

As the PMO reported, 194,078,457 tons of com-
modities were loaded and unloaded in the ports
during the ten-month period.

During the mentioned period, loading and unload-
ing operations in the container sector also rose six
percent year on year.

Based on the data previously released by the Trans-
port and Urban Development Ministry, the loading
and unloading of goods in the ports of Iran rose 17
percent during the previous Iranian calendar year
1400 (ended on March 20, 2023), as compared to
the preceding year.

The ministry’s data show that the loading and un-
loading of goods in the country’s ports reached
152.91 million tons in the previous Iranian calendar
year, while the figure stood at 130.69 million tons in
the preceding year.

During the mentioned year, loading and unloading
operations in the container sector reached 2.1 mil-
lion TEUs with a weight of 24.57 million tons, which
was 13.5 percent more than the 1.85 million TEUs
in the Iranian calendar year 1399, the report said.

The loading and unloading of goods during the pre-
vious year also grew by 12.8 percent in the dry bulk
sector, while in the liquid bulk sector, the figure in-
creased by 12.6 percent, in the general cargo sector
rose by 13.1 percent, and in the oil sector grew by
22.5 percent.

While Iran is combating the U.S. unilateral sanc-
tions on its economy, the country’s ports as the ma-
jor gates of exports and imports play a significant
role in this battle. This role makes all-out support to
ports and more development of them serious and
vital.

Such necessity has led the government to define
projects for more development of the ports and
also take some measures to encourage investment
making in ports, in addition to facilitating the load-
ing and unloading of goods, especially basic com-
modities, there.lt is worth mentioning that Iran’s
Ports and Maritime Organization has defined a high
number of projects to develop and improve the
country’s ports, as the country aims to double the

capacity of its ports in five years.

According to the PMO, the capacity of the country’s
ports has increased from 180 million tons in the
Iranian calendar year 1392 (ended in March 2014)
to 250 million tons in 1399 (ended in March 2021).
In mid-January, PMO launched a single window
system for facilitating the processes and proce-
dures related to the maritime industry.

According to PMO Head Ali-Akbar Safaei, the men-
tioned system has been launched to ensure the
secure and fast provision of electronic services to
people, customers, and business operators active
in the maritime industry.

“Providing electronic services to people, custom-
ers, and business owners, as well as ensuring the
continuation of port and maritime businesses using
the capabilities of the country’s expert workforce,
is considered one of the priorities of the Ports and
Maritime Organization in the field of information
and communication technology,” Safaei said.

On January 10, the official said that projects worth
1.5 quadrillion rials (about $3.0 billion) are under-
way to develop the country’s maritime transporta-
tion.

Speaking at a maritime conference in the northern
city of Noshahr, Safaei said: “The completion of
these projects will create very good employment
in the country and will cause economic prosperity.”
Mentioning the country’s maritime-oriented devel-
opment roadmap suggested by the Leader of the Is-
lamic Revolution, he said the government will make
every effort to realize the comprehensive roadmap
of maritime-oriented development as a turning
point in the country’s history.

He noted that the government is consulting with the
private sector to make the best use of their capac-
ities to further the mentioned plan and achieve the
goals set for maritime development.
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Iran’s tea
imports fall 62%

The value of Iran’s tea import
has declined 62 percent in the
first 10 months of the current
Iranian calendar year (March
21, 2023-January 20, 2024),
as compared to the same peri-
od in the past year.

Based on the Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran Customs Admin-
istration, during this period,
about 33,683 tons of tea
worth $185.75 million were
imported from eight coun-
tries, Tasnim News Agency
reported.

Meanwhile, Iran exported
about 12,828 tons of tea to 25
countries with a value of about
$15.8 million, 58.1 percent
less than the figure for the
previous year's same period.

Govt. to revise
list of minerals
subject to tariff
on raw material
exports

During the 118th dialogue
council of the government and
the private sector on Saturday,
it was decided for the gov-
ernment to revise the list of
minerals and mining products
that are subject to the tariff on
the export of raw materials.

In the meeting, which was
chaired by Finance and Eco-
nomic Affairs Minister Eh-
san Khandouzi, the attend-
ees agreed that the list and
amount of duties on raw and
semi-raw minerals should be
reviewed urgently in the next
meeting of the government
economic council to be ap-
proved by the cabinet by the
end of the week, the ICCIMA
portal reported.

The decision was made due to
the private sector's complain
about the current 20 percent
export tariffs on raw mineral
exports.

Private sector operators ac-
tive in the field believe that the
0.5 percent tariffs mentioned
in the law is the ceiling that
should be collected; But the
Ministry of Industry, Mining
and Trade believes that this
figure is the floor price and
can be increased.

Accelerating
trade, a main goal
of RAI

The head of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran Railways (RAI)
has said increasing the speed
of business is an important
goal of this company, adding
that RAI’s main priority is to
fully support the private sec-
tor.

“Most of the time, railway
freights arrive within three
days from the northeast of the
country to the northern ports,
but they are mostly unload-
ed and cleared after a delay
of fifty days, and this greatly
affects the decrease in the
speed of trade,” Miad Salehi
said in a meeting with the rep-
resentatives of private railway
companies.

“Some of the problems of rail
transport companies have
roots of 30 to 50 years, and it
is not possible to solve all of
them at the same time, but it
is necessary to plan to solve
them gradually,” Salehi said.
“Our main priority is to fully
support the healthy and dis-
ciplined private sector,” he
added.
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Iranian sky no
place for foreign
military drones,

commander warns

The chief commander of Iran’s
Air Defense Force has highlight-
ed the round-the-clock monitor-
ing and identification of foreign
drones through the vigilance of
personnel, underscoring the ad-
vanced capabilities of our coun-
try’s defense equipment.
Addressing a group of graduate
students from Khatam al-Anbiya
Air Defense University in Tehran
on Monday, Brigadier General Al-
ireza Sabahifard commemorated
the forty-fifth anniversary of the
victory of the Islamic Revolution.
Discussing the role of youth, uni-
versities, and scientific research
centers in the country after the
Islamic Revolution and compar-
ing it to the pre-revolution era,
he added, “Self-sufficiency in
equipment, self-confidence, and
reliance on indigenous knowl-
edge are among the unparalleled
achievements of the Islamic
Republic of Iran in the past four
decades.”

Emphasizing the need to employ
elite professors in the Air Defense
University, Sabahifard stated,
“The pillar of advancing the mil-
itary power of the country is mili-
tary universities.”

Enumerating the valuable actions
of the air force in guarding the
country’s airspace borders, he
added, “The high capability of our
country’s defense equipment in
monitoring and identifying for-
eign drones day and night is in
progress with high vigilance and
alertness.”

In recent years, Iranian military
experts and technicians have
made substantial strides in
manufacturing a broad range of
indigenous equipment, ensur-
ing self-sufficiency in the arms
sphere for the armed forces.
Officials underscored the com-
mitment to continuously enhance
the country’s military capabilities,
solely for defensive purposes.
Iran’s defense capabilities are
emphasized to be non-negotia-
ble, and the Leader of the Islamic
Revolution, Ayatollah  Seyyed
Ali Khamenei, has consistently
urged efforts to maintain and
strengthen Iran’s defense capa-
bilities.

Production of iron
ore concentrate
rises 6% in 9
months on year

The production of iron ore con-
centrate in Iran increased by six
percent in the first nine months of
the current Iranian calendar year
(March 21-Decemebr 21, 2023),
as compared to the same period
of time in the past year, according
to the data released by the Irani-
an Mines and Mining Industries
Development and Renovation
Organization (IMIDRO).

As IMIDRO reported, 38,152,936
tons of iron ore concentrate was
produced in the first nine months
of this year, while the figure was
36,162,096 tons in the same time
span of the previous year.

I[ron ore concentrate is an out-
put product from processed
iron ores that have been milled
(crush, grind, magnetic separa-
tion, flotation) to separate dele-
terious elements and produce a
high-quality product.

Iron ore concentrates are deep
beneficiated iron ore products,
used for sintering and blast fur-
nace production, as well as pellet
production.
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TEDPIX drops
10,900 points

Economic

on Sunday

TEDPIX, the main index of the
Tehran Stock Exchange (TSE),
dropped 10,902 points (0.52 per-
cent) to 2,100,180 on Sunday,
which is the second day of the

Iranian calendar week.

TSE is one of the four Iranian stock

exchanges, and the most impor-
tant one. The other three ones are
Iran Mercantile Exchange (IME),
Iran Energy Exchange (IREN-
EX), and Iran’s over-the-counter
(OTC) market, known as Iran Fara
Bourse (IFB).

Source:
By:

No marriage is without conflict, but
trying to work through problems in
your relationship can be scary and
overwhelming. There’s no one “right”
way to resolve conflict, but there are a
number of steps you can take to rebuild
your relationship with your spouse.
We turned to Licensed Professional
Counselor Tara Vossenkemper, PhD,
for expert-backed advice to help you
save your marriage, from addressing
problems head-on to communicating
openly with your spouse. Keep reading
to learn more.

Things You Should Know

 To save your marriage, face any con-
flict directly and don’t wait for your
partner to bring up problems, assum-
ing they’ll blow over.

e Argue productively by rooting critique
in your personal feelings and focusing
on the present over the past.

« Gultivate intimacy by spending desig-
nated quality time together, and slowly
work up to being physically intimate.
Identify the issues affecting your
marriage.

Face any conflict head-on. It might be
hard, but take an honest look at your
relationship issues. Try to be specific

The Constitutional Council’s spokesperson, Hadi Tahan Nazif, has
officially confirmed the approval of over 750 candidates for the

upcoming parliamentary election.

He stated that a comprehensive evaluation process resulted in
the qualification of a total of 14,200 candidates, with the final
week focusing on scrutinizing appeal files.

Tahan Nazif emphasized that the names of these qualified can-
didates will be promptly communicated to the Interior Minister,
and the Constitutional Council is set to conclude its evaluation

by February 8.

In addition to the parliamentary candidates, Tahan Nazif ad-
dressed the ongoing evaluation of Assembly of Experts candi-
dates, indicating that their appeals will be assessed until Feb-

How to Save Your Marriage

instead of listing things like “we don’t
get along.” Ask yourself (and discuss
with your spouse) focused questions,
such as:

-Have you and your spouse grown
apart? Do you have incompatible
goals, desires, or visions of the future?
-Are your physical and emotional
needs being met? What about your
partner’s needs?

-Do you and your spouse listen to each
other? Is your communication limited
to short conversations about necessi-
ties?

- Are you dealing with a stressful life
event, such as problems at work, fi-
nancial problems, illness, or the death
of a loved one?

Acknowledge any underlying prob-
lems.

Large conflict is often caused by
deep-seated issues. If your conflict is
centered on a major violation, such as
infidelity, try to identify and address
any issues that may have contributed
to that violation.[1]

Take initiative to solve problems.
Don’t wait for your partner to bring
up concerns. If you feel that some-
thing needs to be addressed, talk to

ruary 7.

elections.

your partner about it. Waiting for your
spouse to bring up problems, or hop-
ing the problem will just go away if you
don’t talk about it, will likely make it
worse.

Look for potential solutions to your
difficulties.

Figure out what you can both do to
fix things. What are specific changes
both of you can make to improve your
situation? Keep in mind both partners
need to put an effort into resolving a
relationship’s difficulties.[2]

Provide constructive feedback.

Root your complaints in your own feel-
ings and voice criticism respectfully.
All spouses get annoyed with each oth-
er and complain about pet peeves, but
personal attacks will likely only widen
the gap between you both. Instead,
take responsibility for your feelings
and respectfully explain what changes
you’d like to see in your partner.[3]
Acknowledge your individual short-
comings.

Avoid putting the onus to fix things
entirely on your partner. Instead,
focus on how you can contribute
to a solution as well. Likewise,
your spouse can focus on what

He assured that any changes in the results would be communi-
cated to the candidates promptly. The Constitutional Council re-
mains dedicated to ensuring a thorough and transparent process
ahead of the upcoming elections.
Mohammadreza Shahcheraghi, deputy minister of interior for
political affairs and the head of election headquarters, said
around 59,000 polling stations will be opened on the day of elec-
tions and nearly 800,000 people will be involved in holding the

He added that parliamentary elections will be competitive
throughout the country.
Legislative elections will be held on March 1.

[ran mtroduces comprehensive
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The Iranian Ministry of Intelligence has
issued special regulations for drone per-
mits.

The comprehensive regulation address-
es legal gaps and aims to manage the
increasing use of non-military drones
across diverse sectors.

The proposed regulations delve into the
intricate details of non-military drone
activities, encompassing aspects such
as production, import, usage, and pro-
hibited operations. A key aspect of the
proposal is to establish clear criteria for
drone specifications and licensing, with
a focal point on the involvement of the
Civil Aviation Organization in overseeing
these processes.

Importantly, the regulations impose re-
strictions on drone imports and make li-

regulations for drone permits

censing mandatory for various activities.
Compliance with the Iranian armed forc-
es’ regulations is emphasized, reflect-
ing the government’s commitment to
ensuring responsible drone usage. The
Ministry of Sports is actively collaborat-
ing with provincial councils to identify
appropriate areas for recreational-sports
drone operations, demonstrating a mul-
ti-sectoral approach to drone manage-
ment.

Unauthorized drone flights are strictly
prohibited under these regulations, with
legal penalties for violations. The mili-
tary is empowered to seize unauthorized
drones, especially over military areas,
and refer violators to the judiciary for
appropriate legal action.

Owners of drones are required to

promptly report any losses or incidents.
Emphasis is placed on liability for dam-
ages, making it mandatory for owners to
obtain liability insurance before engag-
ing in drone operations. This provision
underscores the government’s com-
mitment to accountability and safety in
the rapidly evolving landscape of drone
technology.

This comprehensive set of regulations
reflects a proactive approach by the gov-
ernment to harness the benefits of drone
technology while ensuring adherence to
legal and security standards. The collab-
oration between intelligence agencies,
military forces, and sports organizations
signifies a coordinated effort to strike a
balance between innovation and respon-
sible usage in the drone ecosystem.

they can do.[6]

Control your temper.

Stop, breathe, and relax instead of yell-
ing. No matter how frustrated you are
with your spouse, do your very best to
control your temper. In order to save
your marriage, you and your spouse
both need to keep your emotions in
check.[7]

Get help from a marriage counselor.
Counseling can help you navigate
your problems in a safe en-
vironment. A counselor
can offer an objec-
tive perspec-
tive and
help you
develop
t he

Iranian Oil Minister Javad Oji, who
traveled to Venezuela on Wednesday,
has visited with Venezuela’s senior of-
ficials including the country’s oil and
foreign ministers to explore ways to
expand economic ties.

Exporting technical-engineering ser-
vices, following up on the construction
of extraterritorial refineries, overhaul-
ing Venezuela’s refineries, and mar-
keting for Iranian private companies
active in the oil industry, especially in
the field of petrochemicals have been
the main topics discussed during the
visits with Pedro Tellechea, Venezue-
la’s Qil Minister, and Yvan Gil Pinto, the
Minister of Foreign Affairs, and other
officials of this country.

In these meetings, the two sides dis-
cussed issues related to the develop-
ment of oil and gas relations and fol-
lowed-up on the progress of ongoing
refining, petrochemical, infrastructure,
and gas transmission projects.
Venezuela, as Iran’s top oil partner in
Latin America, has a very good ca-
pacity in the oil industry. This coun-
try has the largest oil reserves in the
world and has many refining, petro-

0ji meets with Yenezuela’s top
officials to dieuss expansion 0f (e

skills needed to
mend the gap in
your relationship.
[21]

i 11
&

chemical, and gas transmission facil-
ities. Apart from Venezuela, the Latin
American market is also a very large
and favorable market for the export of
technical-engineering services, equip-
ment, oil products, and petrochemical
products.

Iran’s oil industry, on the other hand,
has high capacities for presence in
the lucrative Latin American market,
and contractors, manufacturers, and
knowledge-based companies are re-
quired to pay due attention to them
and seize the opportunities provided
by the government.

The Qil Ministry has promoted ener-
gy diplomacy, developing its relations
with Latin American states.

Taking office in August 2021, Iran’s
incumbent administration has paved
the way for private and semi-govern-
mental companies’ presence in the
lucrative market. Given the adminis-
tration’s efforts, the Iran-Venezuela oil
trade volume has reached around $4.0
billion — a great breakthrough after a
long hiatus.

0ji left Tehran for Caracas on Wednes-
day, January 31.
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