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Loading, unloading of
goods in ports up 8% in
10 months on year

The loading and unloading of goods
in the ports of Iran increased by eight
percent in the first ten months of the
present Iranian calendar year (March
21, 2023-January 20, 2024), as com-
pared to the same period in the past
year, the country’s Ports and Maritime
Organization (PMO) announced.

As the PMO reported, 194,078,457
tons of commodities were loaded and
unloaded in the ports during the ten-
month period.

During the mentioned period, loading
and unloading operations in the con-
tainer sector also rose six percent year
on year.

Based on the data previously released
by the Transport and Urban Develop-
ment Ministry, the loading and unload-
ing of goods in the ports of Iran rose
17 percent during the previous Iranian
calendar year 1400 (ended on March
20, 2023), as compared to the preced-
ing year.

The ministry’s data show that the
loading and unloading of goods in the
country’s ports reached 152.91 million
tons in the previous Iranian calendar
year, while the figure stood at 130.69
million tons in the preceding year.
During the mentioned year, loading
and unloading operations in the con-
tainer sector reached 2.1 million TEUs
with a weight of 24.57 million tons,
which was 13.5 percent more than the
1.85 million TEUs in the Iranian calen-
dar year 1399, the report said.

The loading and unloading of goods
during the previous year also grew
by 12.8 percent in the dry bulk sec-
tor, while in the liquid bulk sector, the
figure increased by 12.6 percent, in
the general cargo sector rose by 13.1
percent, and in the oil sector grew by
22.5 percent.

While Iran is combating the U.S. uni-
lateral sanctions on its economy, the
country’s ports as the major gates of
exports and imports play a significant
role in this battle. This role makes all-
out support to ports and more devel-
opment of them serious and vital.
Such necessity has led the govern-
ment to define projects for more de-
velopment of the ports and also take
some measures to encourage invest-
ment making in ports, in addition to
facilitating the loading and unloading
of goods, especially basic commodi-
ties, there.

It is worth mentioning that Iran’s Ports
and Maritime Organization has defined
a high number of projects to develop
and improve the country’s ports, as
the country aims to double the capaci-
ty of its ports in five years.

According to the PMO, the capacity of
the country’s ports has increased from
180 million tons in the Iranian calen-
dar year 1392 (ended in March 2014)
to 250 million tons in 1399 (ended in
March 2021).

In mid-January, PMO launched a sin-
gle window system for facilitating the
processes and procedures related to
the maritime industry.

According to PMO Head Ali-Akbar Sa-
faei, the mentioned system has been
launched to ensure the secure and
fast provision of electronic services to
people, customers, and business op-
erators active in the maritime industry.
“Providing electronic services to peo-
ple, customers, and business owners,
as well as ensuring the continuation of
port and maritime businesses using
the capabilities of the country’s expert
workforce, is considered one of the
priorities of the Ports and Maritime
Organization in the field of informa-
tion and communication technology,”
Safaei said. On January 10, the official
said that projects worth 1.5 quadrillion
rials (about $3.0 billion) are underway
to develop the country’s maritime
transportation.

Speaking at a maritime conference in
the northern city of Noshahr, Safaei
said: “The completion of these pro-
jects will create very good employ-
ment in the country and will cause
gconomic  prosperity.”

_www.esfahan-news.com

Iran, Armenia (o develop velerinary cooperation

Iran and Armenia are going to
develop bilateral cooperation in
the field of animal health and
veterinary medicine.

It was discussed in the meeting
that the authorities of the two
countries should follow up on
bilateral cooperation regarding
the import of livestock to supply
the country’s needs, preventing
the entry of cross-border live-
stock diseases, and exporting
milk and dairy products.
Armenia’s ambassador for his
part announced Iran and Arme-
nia’s cooperation in launching
joint projects for the production
of livestock vaccines and the
transferring of Iran’s experi-
ences.

He said that the abundant ca-
pacities and the cooperation
between the veterinary med-
icine of the two countries are
good grounds for cooperation
that Armenian officials are
aware of.

In late October, 2023, Iranian
Transport and Urban Devel-
opment  Minister ~ Mehrdad
Bazrpash traveled to Armenia
to meet the country’s senior
officials and discuss ways of
expanding trade and transit ties
between the two countries.
Speaking to the press prior
to the visit, Bazrpash empha-
sized Iran’s readiness to export
technical-engineering services
to Armenia, announcing the
plan of the two countries to
strengthen the level of trade
and transit, and remove cum-
bersome regulations in the way
of trade development.
Regarding the objectives of
his trip to Armenia, the official
pointed out that the two coun-
tries have common borders
with each other, which is an
advantage for both, saying:
“During this trip to Armenia, we
have based negotiations with
political and economic author-
ities on two axes.”

“The main focus of the ne-
gotiations with the Armenian
authorities is the development
of economic relations and the

removal of redundant regula-
tions that hinder the two coun-
tries’ trade development. Also,
the development of transit is
another goal we are pursuing
in this trip, because the devel-
opment of transit is one of the
main foundations of the devel-
opment of economic relations,”
he added.

Cooperation between the two
countries regarding the issu-
ance of licenses for Iranian air-
lines, the removal of road tolls,
the promotion of cooperation in
the framework of the Interna-
tional North-South Transit Cor-
ridor (INSTC) and the Persian
Gulf-Black Sea Corridor, ex-
panding rail transportation and
using Iran’s logistics and port
capacities were also among
the subjects for negotiations
during Bazrpash’s visit to the
neighboring country.

In a meeting Between Bazr-
pash and Armenia’s Minister of
Territorial Administration and
Infrastructures Gnel Sanosyan,
the two sides negotiated and
agreed on the presence of Irani-
an companies in the construc-
tion and transport projects,
the construction of the second
bridge at Nordouz terminal, and
the holding of a trilateral transit
meeting with Georgia.

The Iranian minister empha-
sized the presence of Iranian
companies in the construction
and transportation industries,
and proposed the elimination
of entry and exit tariffs between
the two countries to facilitate
traffic.

He also proposed the holding
of a trilateral meeting between
Iran, Georgia, and Armenia to
facilitate traffic in the North-
South corridor and welcomed
the proposal for the construc-
tion of a second bridge on the
Aras River at the Nordouz bor-
der to increase traffic between
Iran and Armenia.

The Armenian minister, for his
part, said, “We will use the ca-
pacity of Iranian companies to
build and complete the North-
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South corridor, and a contract
for the construction of a sec-
tion of the route is ready to be
signed with Iranian companies
in the field of road construc-
tion.”

The official considered the Ar-
menia-lran-India transit axis
important.

Iran and Armenia have signed
a memorandum of understand-
ing (MOU) to cooperate in the
fields of labor exchange, tech-
nical and professional training,
as well as, welfare and empow-
erment of the disabled.

The MOU, signed by Iranian La-
bor and Social Welfare Minister
Solat Mortazavi and his Arme-
nian counterpart Narek Mkrtch-
yan in Tehran in late October,
2023, also covers economic
cooperation between the two
countries in the fields of petro-
chemicals, road and construc-
tion materials, and medicine.
Speaking in the signing cer-
emony, Mortazavi said: “Iran
is fully prepared to send labor
to Armenia while establishing
technical and vocational train-
ing centers in the country, and
transferring  experiences to
empower the disabled and war
victims.”

Pointing to the increase in the
economic exchanges between
the two countries, the Irani-
an official said: “Economic
exchanges between Iran and
Armenia have increased slight-
ly and reached 700 million
dollars, but we should aim for
three billion dollars in trade
between the two countries and
plan to achieve this goal.”

“We are ready to develop trade
and commerce with Armenia in
order to achieve the three-hil-
lion-dollar [annual trade] goal.
Our economic experts believe
that in the first step, we can
export strategic items and
products that suit the Armenian
market’s needs to the country,”
he added.

Mkrtchyan for his part praised
Iran’s interest in boosting trade
ties with Armenia, saying: “In

the few days that we have been
in Iran, we established paths
of cooperation more than ex-
pected, and this is a source of
satisfaction.”

“| 'am sure that by signing this
memorandum, we can move
things forward and implement
the MOU as soon as possible.
| am sure that we will m

Also, the deputy head of the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran Customs
Administration met with his
Armenian counterpart in Mos-
cow in late October, 2023 to
discuss boosting cooperation
in borders.

During the talks, which were
held on the sidelines of the
annual International Customs
Forum, the two sides discussed
measures to increase the ac-
ceptance of trucks importing
and exporting commodities and
to promote transit on the joint
border crossings.

Exchanging information elec-
tronically and developing the
area of customs in the borders
were also among the topics
agreed upon by the officials.
The two officials also ex-
changed views about the accel-
eration and facilitation of trade
affairs between Tehran and
Yerevan.

After the talks, the two sides
also agreed to hold expert
meetings continuously to pur-
sue the implementation of
agreements.

In early September, 2023, Fars
News Agency reported citing
ARMENPRESS that Armenia
is seeking to export its goods
through Iran to the Arab coun-
tries of the region and India,
as the country is trying to also
increase trade with the Islamic
Republic.

“Armenia and Iran attach great
importance to the prospect
of carrying out shipments
through the Persian Gulf-Black
Sea logistic route, and the
Armenian side is maximally
seeking to support the imple-
mentation of this megaproject,
attaching great importance
to the use of its own territory.
The option of exporting Arme-
nian goods through Iranian
territory to Arab countries and
India is also under discussion,
and in this context, the parties
have decided to find solutions
through joint efforts and sim-
plify the procedures applied
from both sides on that road,”
Armenia’s commercial attaché
to Iran Vardan Kostanyan told
ARMENPRESS.

“We are now looking into the
untapped potential and oppor-
tunities to utilize them in bilat-
eral cooperation. On the other
hand, our neighbor is still un-
der sanctions, therefore while
carrying out economic policy
we are unconditionally taking
into consideration this fact.
Iran provides state support and

protection to compames invest-
ing in its economy,” Kostanyan
said, highlighting direct meet-
ings between business repre-
sentatives.

According to Kostanyan, both
sides are seeking new opportu-
nities to further develop trade.
The two countries plan to in-
crease bilateral trade to one
billion dollars, and then to three
billion dollars.

He further noted that Iran plans
to open eight new free econom-
ic zones, bringing the number
of its free zones to 15.
Armenia’s  membership  to
the Eurasian Economic Union
(EAEU) and its land border with
Iran gives opportunities for es-
tablishing enterprises and car-
rying out broad joint projects,
he said.

Iran and Armenia are working
to significantly increase trade
turnover.

On August 25, 2023, an exhibi-
tion showcasing the products
offered by Iranian and Arme-
nian companies in the fields
of agriculture, manufacturing,
and tourism opened in Yerevan
with the purpose of boosting
bilateral trade between the two
countries.

Hojatollah  Abdolmaleki, the
secretary of Iran’s Free Zones
High Council and presidential
advisor was personally leading
a delegation to Armenia and at-
tended the event.

I[ran and Armenia signed an
MOU at the end of the two
countries’ 17th meeting of the
Joint Economic Committee in
Yerevan in May 2022.

The MOU, which covers co-
operation in areas of transit,
transportation, facilitation of
exchange of goods, energy,
development of environmental
cooperation in Aras area and
removal of pollution from bor-
der rivers, as well as medical
tourism, was signed by Iranian
Energy Minister Ali-Akbar Meh-
rabian and Armenian Deputy
Prime Minister Mher Grigory-
an, who are the chairmen of the
two countries’ Joint Economic
Committee.

In that meeting, which was
attended by a large number of
deputy ministers, senior offi-
cials, ambassadors, and mem-
bers of parliament of the two
countries, the main issues that
play a key role in the develop-
ment of relations between the
two countries were discussed.
According to the officials, the
purpose of holding the 17th
meeting of the Iran-Armenia
Joint Economic Committee was
the real and tangible develop-
ment of relations between the
two countries.

Among the issues raised at the
meeting were transit, transpor-
tation, facilitation of trade, and
broader cooperation in the field
of energy.

Over 10m tons of cement exported to 2500untnes In ) months

Iran exported 10.5 million tons of ce-
ment to 25 countries, including Iraq, Ku-
wait, Afghanistan, Pakistan, and Syria, in
the first nine months of the current Ira-
nian calendar year (March 21-November
21, 2023), an industry official has said.

Secretary of Iran’s Cement Industry Pro-
ducers Association Ali Akbar Alvandian
said on Saturday at a ceremony com-
memorating the 90th anniversary of the
establishment of the cement industry in
the country that cement exports from
Iran had reached 13 million tons in the
calendar year to March 20, 2023, add-
ing that some 60 million tons of cement
were also consumed inside the country

over the same period.

Alvandian said cement production in

ment producers.

projects.

Iran rose in the nine months to late No-
vember 2023, thanks to a better supply
of electricity and fuels to manufacturers,
adding that the situation could further
improve in the coming year.

He further noted that Iran was the fourth
largest cement producer in the world
some two decades ago when investment
in the industry was at its highest, add-
ing that the country has moved down to
sixth place in the global ranking of ce-

Iran produces some 90 million tons of
cement per year, Alvandian said, adding
that production capacity is expected to
increase by 8.8 million tons in the com-
ing years with the launch of 13 ongoing
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NIOC eyes 1.5

hcm/d gas pro-
duction capacity
with over $70b
investment: CEO

The National Iranian Oil
Company managing direc-
tor said on Friday NIOC
plans to invest more than
$70 billion in the coming
years to increase the coun-
try’s gas production capac-
ity to 1.5 billion cubic me-
ters per day (bcm/d).
Speaking in an official cer-
emony to launch the pro-
jects of the Iranian Central
Qil Fields Company (ICOFC)
for increasing gas output,
Mohsen Khojastehmehr
added, “In line with the
13th administration’s ap-
proaches to gas production
increase and stability, 12
million cubic meters per
day (mcm/d) were added
to the country’s gas output
today.”

Elaborating on the recent
increase, the CEO of NIOC
said 4 mem/d were add-
ed as the second phase of
Aghar gas field in southern
province of Fars became
operational and 2 mcm/d
were increased by Dalan
field of the province.
Another 6 mem/d increase
was achieved in Khangiran
gas field in Sarakhs, north-
eastern Iran, said Khojaste-
hmehr, continuing a 3 mc-
m/d jump in gas production
was made as wells 76 and
78 of Khangiran field were
officially put into operation
and another 3 mcm/d in-
crease was made by further
gas extraction from Shouri-
jeh D storage facility.

The official said the 6 mc-
m/d jump in production
increased Khangiran gas
field’s output to nearly 70
mcm/d.

Some 3.2 hem gas storage
Around 3.2 bcm of gas
were stored in Sarajeh
and Shourijeh D facilities
in Qom and Sarakhs re-
spectively in the first eight
months of the current Ira-
nian calendar year (starting
March 21, 2023), the high-
est volume in the past 10
years, said Khojastehmehr.
Gas storage is an important
strategy, underlined the
deputy oil minister, adding
Khangiran plays a major
role in this regard.

“We plan to implement
the development project
of Khangiran gas field and
also carry out exploration
operations there as geo-
physical surveys showed
the field contains more hy-
drocarbon reservoirs,” he
pointed out.

The country is currently
producing more than 1
bcm/d of gas, mentioned
Khojastehmehr,  conclud-
ing, “Of the figure, 240
mcm/d are produced by the
Iranian Central Qil Fields
Company, with Khangiran
accounting for around 70
mcm/d.”
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The assassination
diplomacy: The
survival story of a
regime that feeds
on terror

Unlike many countries that have
formed their military and secu-
rity structures after their estab-
lishment, the Zionist regime was
born from terror squads.

This involved occupying a coun-
try, calling Zionists from around
the world, and forming a new
state on the ruins of the previous
one. This process required the
removal and silencing of opposi-
tion voices. The targets of these
assassinations included not only
Palestinians and Arabs but also
British officers who were trying
to protect British interests in
Palestine and Jews who were
against the idea of Zionism.
After its establishment, terror
became a central goal of the
regime’s military and security
structures. Whenever there was
a fear that the balance of power
in the region would shift against
the Zionists, the terror machine
was activated. The leaders of
the Zionist regime have worked
to create a balance between an
innocent public face and a ter-
rifying one. The innocent face
is used to justify the occupation
and crimes of the regime, gain
international support, and por-
tray resistance as unjustified.
The terrifying face, as a comple-
ment to the innocent face of the
regime, sends this message to
the opponents that wherever you
are, we will come to you and your
opposition to the Zionist regime
will cost you.

Since the Second World War, the
Zionist regime has been respon-
sible for more assassinations
than any other country. This ter-
ror apparatus is not just a means
to eliminate opposition but is
also a tool for achieving foreign
policy goals. Even individuals or
countries not directly opposing
the regime may become targets
if they serve the regime’s inter-
ests. The regime targets people
whose absence could change
the course of history, such as
prominent scientists or military
commanders. These operations
are sometimes carried out direct-
ly by the regime and sometimes
through proxy forces and ter-
rorist groups with their support.
Terrorist groups like ISIS have
always enjoyed the favor and
support of this regime and have
not caused the slightest harm to
this regime during their activities
in the region.

Inrecentyears, the Zionist regime
has been involved in numerous
terrorist operations in various
countries. Palestine, Egypt, Jor-
dan, West Germany (September
1962), Uruguay, Lebanon, Italy,
France and Greece are only some
of the countries where terror op-
erations have been carried out.
The Islamic Republic of Iran has
consistently been a target of di-
rect and indirect terrorist attacks
by the Zionist regime. The pretext
for these attacks has often been
Iran’s nuclear program, which
the Zionist regime has used as a
justification for its actions, citing
“Iran’s imminent danger.”
Israel’s terror activities in Iran
reached a peak during the 2010s.
Several notable figures, includ-
ing Massoud Ali Mohammadi
(January 2010), Majid Shahri-
ari (November 2010), Dariush
Rezainejad (July 2011), General
Hassan Tehrani Moghadam (No-
vember 2011), Mostafa Ahmadi
Roshan (January 2012), and
Mohsen Fakhrizadeh (November
2020), were assassinated as part
of these operations, often in front
of their families.
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TEDPIX gains
1,200 points on

Economic

Sunday

TEDPIX, the main index of the
Tehran Stock Exchange (TSE),
rose 1,210 points (0.06 percent)
to 2,128,040 on Sunday, which is
the second day of the Iranian cal-

endar week.

TSE is one of the four Iranian stock

exchanges, and the most impor-
tant one. The other three ones are
Iran Mercantile Exchange (IME),
Iran Energy Exchange (IREN-
EX), and Iran’s over-the-counter
(OTC) market, known as Iran Fara
Bourse (IFB).

Why Obesity Is Linked
(o Higher Cancer
Rates in Young People

Source:

By:

The rates of certain cancers are climb-
ing in young U.S. adults, and it's not
entirely clear why. To make sense of
the trend, many scientists are drawing
connections to the simultaneous rise
of another major public health crisis:
obesity.

Younger generations are more likely
to develop obesity than ever before. In
2009, about 33% of adults ages 20 to
44 had obesity. By 2020, that number
shot up to 41%.1

Having overweight or obesity—a body
mass index (BMI) greater than 25—is
linked with a higher risk of 13 types of
cancer, which account for 40% of can-
cers diagnosed in the U.S. each year,
according to the CDC.2

Scientists have long known that obe-
sity raises the risk of developing and
dying of cancer in older adults. More
recent research suggests that obesi-
ty may also shift the timing of cancer

‘Stock market off

appearance, making it more likely to
appear in younger groups.3

The biological mechanisms are com-
plex—fat tissue itself can encourage
cancer to develop and grow by spur-
ring inflammation and cancer-promot-
ing hormones.

Obesity is also related to several
chronic conditions, like type 2 diabetes
and heart disease, which can exacer-
bate cancer risk.

The 13 types of cancers that are linked
to obesity: adenocarcinoma of the es-
ophagus, breast cancer in post-meno-
pausal women, colorectal cancer, uter-
ine cancer, gallbladder cancer, upper
stomach cancer, kidney cancer, liver
cancer, ovarian cancer, pancreatic can-
cer, thyroid cancer, meningioma, and
multiple myeloma.

How Does Excess Fat Tissue Contrib-
ute to Cancer Growth?

Fat tissue isn’t a single idle organ that

only stores energy. Rather, there are
several types of fat, each of which
produce substances that act like hor-
mones, helping to control metabolism
by ushering messages between the
fat, brain, immune system, and other
organs.

Obesity is commonly defined as the
accumulation of too much fat. With
excess fat tissue comes an excess of
a particular group of proteins called
adipokines

Adipokines incite inflammation in the
fat tissue and sometimes throughout
the body. That inflammation can cause
cells to mutate and grow quickly,
sometimes causing cancer to develop
or grow faster.6

How Much Should You Care About In-
flammation?

Obesity-induced inflammation also
leads the body to produce too much
insulin. Apart from contributing to

obesity, too-high levels of insulin can
encourage cells to grow faster and pre-
vent them from their normal process
of death and regeneration. This pro-
vides more opportunity for mutations
that could lead to cancer.

High insulin is linked to breast, pros-
tate, and colorectal cancers—some
of the cancer types that are becoming
increasingly common in young adults.
How Does Obesity Complicate Cancer
Screening?

Obesity can not only make someone
biologically vulnerable to cancer, but
may also make it harder to find and
treat the disease early on.

In one review paper, some physicians
reported lacking the education and
tools to effectively perform certain can-
cer screenings. Patients with obesity,
meanwhile, said that factors including
embarrassment and experience of pre-
vious stigma from healthcare provid-

The deputy governor of the Central Bank of Iran (CBI) has stressed the need for
diverse financing tools in the country, noting that such tools are currently being
provided by the stock market, Mehr News Agency reported.

“To reduce the speculative and profit-seeking activities of dealers in the country,
financing tools should be diversified,” Mohammad Shirijian said.

“The capital market is an institution that directs capital to production in an efficient
manner. Now, to accelerate the process of resource transfer and high productivity,
the financing should be directed to the enterprises,” the official explained.
Shirijian called on the government and the parliament to pay more attention to the
stock market, saying: “If the government and parliament pay more attention to the

ermg diverse fimancing tools to économic enterprises’

capital market, we will see the withdrawal of resources from non-productive mar-
kets and the reduction of the bubble in other parallel markets (such as currency,
coins, gold, housing, and cars).”

Regarding the important ways to secure financial resources in the stock market,
Shirijian said: “Sukuk bonds and investment funds are among the most important
financing tools of the capital market because they are designed based on the needs
and risk-taking levels of enterprises and individuals.”

According to the official, the capital market could be very suitable for long-term
financing of construction projects and with proper implementation; such funding
will lead to sustainable economic growth and development.

jriiii

More than 16.6m tons of steel
products produced i Y months

As announced by the Iranian Steel
Producers Association (ISPA), 16.626
million tons of steel products were
produced in the country during the
first nine months of the current Iranian
calendar year (March 21-December 21,
2023).

The country’s steel products output rose
0.25 percent in the first nine months of
the present year, from 16.586 million
tons in the first nine months of the pre-
vious year.

According to the latest report released
by the World Steel Association (WSA),
Iran’s steel production reached at 3.0
million tons in November, 2023, regis-
tering a 7.6 percent increase compared
to the previous month.

The Islamic Republic produced 28.1
million tons of crude steel in the first

11 months of 2023, also registering a
0.6 percent increase as compared to the
same period in the past year, the WSA
report said.

Based on the WSA data, [ran maintained
its place as the world’s 10th largest steel
producer in the mentioned period.

The WSA data put the world’s 11-month
crude steel production at 1.715 billion
tons, indicating a 0.5 percent increase
compared to the first 11 months of
2022.

The world’s 71 steel producers man-
aged to produce 145.5 million tons of
steel in November 2023, 3.3 percent
more than the figure for the previous
year’'s same month.

Based on the WSA report, China, India,
Japan, the U.S., and Russia were the
world’s top steel producers in the first

11 months of 2023, respectively.

The previous WSA report had put Iran’s
steel output in the first 10 months of
2023 at 25.1 million tons, 0.1 percent
less than the same period in 2022.

The Islamic Republic’s monthly crude
steel output stood at 3.1 million tons in
October.

The Iranian Steel industry has been
constantly developing over the past
years against all the pressures and ob-
stacles created by outside forces like
the U.S. sanctions and the coronavirus
outbreak that has severely affected the
performance of the world’s top produc-
ers.

The country is expected to climb to sev-
enth place among the world’s top steel
producers by the Iranian calendar year
1404 (March 2025).

ers stopped them from seeking cancer
screening.8

“That [stigma] can make people less
willing to come in for screening, par-
ticularly screenings where they’re
going to have to undress or unclothe
in some way, which is most cancer
screenings,” Basen-Engquist said.
When people with obesity face barri-
ers to effective screening, early-stage
cancers can fly under the radar, some-
times leading them to progress to
more aggressive malignancies.
Providers may need to use special
techniques during manual cancer ex-
ams in people with obesity, like when
palpating larger breasts or performing
a rectal exam. Obesity can complicate
blood tests, too. People with higher
weight tend to have a greater volume
of blood, which can dilute the levels of
proteins that indicate the presence of
certain cancer types.

The National Iranian Gas Company
(NIGC) has supplied 28 million cu-
bic meters per day (mcm/d) of gas
on average to the country’s power
plants on a daily basis in the first 10
months of the current Iranian calen-
dar year (March 21, 2023-January
20, 2024), 14 percent more than the
average for the previous year.
According to Saeed Aqli, the NIGC
has also supplied 20 mem/d of gas
to major industries during the men-
tioned period which is seven per-
cent more than the average amount
for the previous year's same 10
months, IRNA reported.

“With the programs that we have
implemented in the commercial,
household, and non-major indus-
tries sectors, and at the same time,
the measures that have been carried
out for ensuring more gas produc-
tion, since the beginning of this
year, gas supply to the national net-
work has increased by four billion
cubic meters in comparison to the
previous year,” Agli said.

According to the official, the incen-

(ias supply to power plants
rises 4% m 10 months vr/yr

tives that the NIGC considered for
low-consuming households in the
current calendar year led to a de-
crease in gas consumption by six
percent.

Back in September 2023, NIGC
Head Majid Chegeni said the cumu-
lative gas supply to the country’s
power plants in the first six months
of the current Iranian calendar year
(March 21-September 22, 2023) in-
creased by 16 percent compared to
last year’s same period, registering
a new record high.

According to Chegeni, due to the
increase in gas supply in the men-
tioned period, the consumption of
liquid fuel in the power plants signif-
icantly decreased which resulted in
less air pollution.

Mentioning NIGC programs for the
gas supply in the cold season, the
official said: “We hope that with the
measures taken in various sectors
from production and distribution
to transmission, we will success-
fully pass this winter as well as last
year.”
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