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WHO strength-
ens pre-hospi-
tal emergency
response for

Afghan refugees

In a joint effort to support
enhancing pre-hospital
emergency response ca-
pacities in provinces host-
ing Afghan refugee popu-
lations, the World Health
Organization (WHO), with
the contribution of the
Government of France, has
donated three Hardtop 4x4
ambulances to the National
Emergency Management
Organization of the Islamic
Republic of Iran (NEMO).
NEMO serves as the pri-
mary provider of pre-hos-
pital emergency care in the
country.

In his remarks during the
handover ceremony, Dr.
Jafar Miadfar, the Head
of the NEMO, expressed
gratitude towards WHO
for its continuous efforts
to improve pre-hospital
emergency services in un-
derprivileged  provinces.
Highlighting the pressing
need for support, Miadfar
underscored the impact
of a significant rise in road
accidents attributed to un-
usual movements and the
illegal transit of Afghan ref-
ugees within the country.
He emphasized the vital
role of WHO in addressing
these challenges and en-
hancing emergency medi-
cal services nationwide.
Miadfar shed light on the
additional hurdles faced
by NEMO, citing the con-
sequences of imposed
sanctions on the Islamic
Republic of Iran.
“Procurement of essen-
tial  medical resources,
including ambulances and
medical equipment, has
become a substantial chal-
lenge for the organization.
Despite these obstacles,
we remain hopeful that
collaborative efforts with
WHO will contribute to
overcoming these difficul-
ties and further improve
emergency healthcare in
the country,” he said.
“The anticipated impact of
this donation is consider-
able, with the ambulanc-
es expected to provide
pre-hospital ~ emergency
care for approximately
5,500 road traffic victims
and other health emergen-
cy patients annually. WHO
remains committed to sup-
porting the strengthening
of emergency response
capacities in Iran, ensuring
the well-being of both refu-
gees and the host commu-
nities,” said Dr Syed Jaffar
Hussain, WHO Represent-
ative and Head of Mission
to the Islamic Republic of
Iran.

In line with WHQ’s ongoing
support to NEMO, the do-
nated ambulances will be
allocated to Sistan-Baluch-
estan and Kohgiluyeh-Boy-
erahmad provinces.
These regions, character-
ized by high rates of road
traffic accidents and lim-
ited resources, stand to
benefit significantly from
the enhancement of emer-
gency response capacities.
The infusion of these am-
bulances into the emer-
gency fleet is expected to
substantially reduce re-
sponse times, consequent-
ly leading to a decrease in
mortality and morbidity
rates in the recipient prov-
inces.
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Iran Turkey_conclude 10 co-op documents during President Raisrs vist

Iran and Turkey inked 10 co-
operation documents and
memorandums  of under-
standing (MOUs) to boost
bilateral investment and eco-
nomic cooperation between
the two countries during
Iranian President Raisi’s of-
ficial trip to the neighboring
country on Wednesday, IRNA
reported.

During President Raisi’s visit
to Ankara, the two sides held
the eighth meeting of the
Iran-Turkey Supreme Coun-
cil of Economic Cooperation
which was also attended by
the Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan.

The signed documents and
memorandums  of under-
standing (MOUs) cover a
variety of areas including the
use of Iran’s foreign currency
resources in Turkey, connect-
ing power grids, railway and
road construction, investment
in gas fields, construction of
a new gas pipeline from Iran
to Turkey, strengthening air
transportation  cooperation,
and easing the trade between
the two countries traders and
businesspersons.

Iran to use foreign currency
resources in Turkey in new
deal

On the sidelines of the two
countries’ supreme economic
cooperation council meeting,
the Central Bank of Iran (CBI)
reached an agreement with
Turkish banking authorities to
use lIranian foreign currency
resources in that country.
According to the CBI Governor
Mohammad Reza Farzin, who
was part of a high-level political
and economic delegation led by
President Raisi to Ankara, Iran
has good foreign currency re-
sources in Turkey and wants to
use them more.

“We discussed with the gov-
ernor of the central bank, the
minister of economy, and other
Turkish officials about how to
use these resources resulting
from Iran’s gas export there”,
he said.

Inking contract to connect
power grids

Iran Grid Management Compa-
ny and the Turkish Electricity
Transmission Company (TEIAS)
also signed an agreement on
the sidelines of the mentioned
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gathering to make the Khoy-
Van grid line operational.lran’s
Mehdi Moghimzadeh and Tur-
key’s Orhan Kaldirim signed the
contract for the connection of
the 400-kilovolt BtB HVDC line
between Khoy (Iran) and Van
(Turkey) during a meeting in
Ankara on Wednesday with the
presence of Raisi and Erdogan.
Moghimzadeh said that the op-
eration requires state-of-the-art
equipment and is also Iran’s
first experience in cross-border
grid connection via HVDC infra-
structure. The pilot operation of
the BtB HVDC was successfully
carried out last year, the Iranian
manager said, adding that the
new agreement paves the way
for real operation, which can
create an opportunity to ex-
change power with Turkey and
some European countries.

Raisi calls for removing barri-
ers to expansion of trade ties

Addressing the Iranian and
Turkish  businesspersons at
the meeting, Raisi emphasized
efforts to remove the existing
obstacles in the way of bolster-
ing economic ties between Iran
and Turkey and to increase the

value of annual trade to $30
billion.The Iranian president ex-
pressed hope that the meeting
will be a turning point in pro-
moting the trade and econom-
ic relations between the two
countries.

Iran is determined to boost the
level of trade and economic re-
lations with Turkey, Raisi said,
adding that the two countries
inked several MOUs and agree-
ments for boosting mutual ties
in the fields of trade and econ-
omy.lran and Turkey enjoy high
potential to boost their activities
in all fields, especially trade and
economy, Raisi emphasized.
The two countries have agreed
to increase the value of the
annual bilateral trade to $30
billion, he said, calling on the
entrepreneurs of the two coun-
tries to make their utmost ef-
forts in line with materializing
this objective.

Raisi also urged responsible
officials and organizations of
the two countries to remove the
trade barriers facing the entre-
preneurs of the two countries.
He pointed to the cooperation
between Iran and Turkey in the
regional and international are-
nas and noted that the Islamic
Republic of Iran attaches great
importance to its relations with
neighboring and Muslim states.

Private sectors urge to play
key role in realizing $30b
trade target

The newly elected Head of the
Iran Chamber of Commerce, In-
dustries, Mines and Agriculture
(ICCIMA) Samad Hassanzadeh,
who also accompanied Raisi in
his visit to Turkey, said in his
turn that Iranian and Turkish
private sectors should make
their utmost efforts in realizing
the goal of achieving the $30
billion annual trade between the
two countries.

Addressing a group of Iranian
and Turkish businesspersons
on Wednesday, Hassanzadeh

called on the private sectors
of the two countries to play a
leading role in realizing the two
countries’ trade objective.

He pointed to the deep cultural,
religious, and historical rela-
tions between Iran and Turkey
that date back to long ago and
noted that the two countries
have managed to bolster bilat-
eral cooperation in all fields,
especially in the trade and
economic fields.He added that
the current volume of trade be-
tween the two countries is not
acceptable and should grow.

Tehran-Ankara trade hits
$9.5b in 10 months

The head of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran Customs Admin-
istration (IRICA) has put the
value of the trade exchanges
between Iran and Turkey in the
first 10 months of the current
[ranian calendar year (March
21, 2023-January 20, 2024) at
$9.5 billion. The two countries
exchanged 10.297 million tons
of non-oil products, valued at
$9.541 billion, in the mentioned
period, Mohammad Rezvanifar
stated. The deputy minister
of economy added that 6.751
million tons of goods, valued
at $3.498 billion, were export-
ed from Iran to the neighboring
country, showing a 47.51 and
4711 percent decline com-
pared to last year’s correspond-
ing period. In this period, Iran
imported 3.546 million tons of
products, valued at $6.44 bil-
lion, from Turkey, registering a
16.93 and 18.74 percent hike
compared to last year’s corre-
sponding period, he noted.
Rezvanifar further said that Iran
exported $955 million worth of
liquefied natural gas (LPG) and
$616 million worth of urea to
Turkey during the 10 months.
Unprocessed gold, sunflower
oil and tractors were among the
main products imported into
the country from Turkey, the
[RICA head added.

0ver 850 tons 0f medwmal plﬂnts exported simce last March

try.

260,000 hectares of land in the coun-

world, he highlighted.
Producing and

commercializing
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Iran possesses

advance air de-

fense capabili-
ties: commander

The chief commander of
Iran’s Air Defense Force says
the nation’s air defense capa-
bilities have reached a pinna-
cle of maturity.

Addressing the Air Defense
Forces staff in Tehran on
Thursday, Brigadier General
Alireza  Sabahifard  under-
scored the pivotal role played
by talented youth in propelling
advancements in air defense
capabilities.

Emphasizing the strategic im-
portance of the achievement,
Sabahifard  stressed  that
comprehensive infrastructure
and resources have been dil-
igently provided to harness
the full potential of the coun-
try’s youth, both within and
beyond the armed forces,
facilitating their attainment of
scientific peaks.

Moreover, Sabahifard high-
lighted that a substantial
portion of the armed forces’
strength, is indebted to the
activities of dedicated person-
nel. “The primary focus re-
mains on the training of spe-
cialized and intelligent human
resources, with air defense
taking precedence,” he added.
In a comparative analysis
of the roles of soldiers in
Iran versus those in other
countries, the general accen-
tuated that Iranian soldiers
go beyond the conventional
responsibilities of safeguard-
ing territorial integrity and
borders. He stated, “Our
soldiers undergo a rigorous
training regimen, guided by
divine and lofty objectives.
This includes promoting in-
dependence, accepting re-
sponsibility, fostering societal
integration, maintaining order,
exhibiting continuous efforts,
and demonstrating readiness
to contribute meaningfully to
society.”

Iranian authorities have con-
sistently stated their commit-
ment to enhancing the coun-

Iran exported over 850 tons of me-
dicinal plants since the beginning of
current Iranian calendar year (March
21, 2023), an official with the coun-
try’s Natural Resources and Water-
shed Management Organization an-
nounced.

Tarahom Behzad, the director-gen-
eral of the pasture affairs office of
the organization, said that 14 natural
climates are known in the world, of
which there are about 11 climates in
Iran, and it is the breeding ground of
all kinds of medicinal plants.

So far, about 8,600 plant species
have been identified in Iran, of which
2,300 species are medicinal and are
directly used in the field of medicine,
health and food supplements, the of-
ficial added.

He said benefitting from a special
climate and the area of about six
million hectares of medicinal plant
habitats is a very suitable opportu-
nity for Iran for proper exploitation,

more serious entry into the f|e|d of
processing, creating employment,
more specialized exports in the field
of processed products, and earning
foreign currency.

Although, problems such as not al-
locating an independent line of credit
for the protection and modification of
medicinal plants and boosting pro-
duction of these plant, and the lack
of necessary and expert personnel
have caused the valuable and hidden
capacities of this field to remain stag-
nant, the official lamented.

In mid-December, 2023, an official
with the Ministry of Agriculture an-
nounced that the production of me-
dicinal plants in the country is antic-
ipated to reach 450,000 tons in the
current Iranian calendar year (ends
on March 19).

Hossein Zeynali, the director of the
ministry’s medicinal plants nation-
al plan, also announced that such
plants are currently cultivated in near

According to the published statis-
tics, 400,000 people are working in
the production of medicinal plants in
Iran.

Also, 32,000 people are working in
packaging of these plants.

As stated by an official with the
Ministry of Health, Iran holds some
40 percent share of the market for
medicinal plants in the neighboring
countries. “A large volume of phar-
maceuticals, supplements, food
products, and beverages are export-
ed to Iraq, Turkey, Georgia, Armenia,
and Afghanistan,” IRNA quoted Ha-
midreza Banafsheh as saying in late
October, 2023.

Iran is among the leading countries
in the field of medicine and health
technology, supplying 98 percent of
pharmaceutical items to the domes-
tic market, the official noted.

“Nearly 450 out of 1,400 knowl-
edge-based companies are active in
the field of herbal medicines, bio-
technology, and food industries.”

He went on to say that the National
Institute for Medical Research Devel-
opment aims at expanding exports of
medicinal products.

Since most of the raw materials for
the production of herbal medicines
are native to the country, these prod-
ucts can internationally compete with
those of the other countries, he add-
ed.

Besides, some 15 to 20 percent of
Iran’s herbal medicines are unique in
the world. Iran has the capacity to in-
troduce new herbal medicines to the

pharmaceutical plants are the best
ways to introduce the rich resourc-
es of herbal medicines which, in
addition to making foreign currency
revenues for the country, will lead to
the scientific authority of Iran in this
field, he concluded.

According to the chairman of the Un-
ion of Medicinal Plants Exporters of
Iran, the country’s export of medici-
nal plants can be increased through
compliance more with the world
standards.

Mohammad-Ali Rezaei Kamal-Abad
stated that world standards are in-
creasing due to the health-oriented
consumption of herbal products, and
failure to comply with these stand-
ards will lead to the return or destruc-
tion of these products.

“In the past years, poisons have en-
tered the country, which are not only
not used in other countries, but have
also caused water and soil pollution
in our country”, he lamented.
Referring to the importance of agri-
cultural product export standardiza-
tion, he added: “Standardization is
done in our country, but this stand-
ardization is not up-to-date. With the
coordination of ministries, expendi-
ture and updating of information can
help to standardize agricultural prod-
ucts and develop the export of these
products”, he commented.

He said that having more than 11
climates out of 13 climates, Iran has
8,000 varieties of medicinal plants,
which is at least twice as much as
Europe.

try’s military capabilities, with
a clear focus on defensive
purposes. They have asserted
that Iran’s defense capabilities
are non-negotiable and will
not be subject to discussions.

South Korea ap-
points new am-
bassador to Iran

South Korean President Yoon
Suk Yeol has shaken up 6
overseas ambassador posts,
appointing new envoys to
Iran, Germany, Turkey, Mada-
gascar, Uruguay, and Ghana.
Kim Jun-pyo, director gener-
al for North American affairs,
will head the Korean Embas-
sy in Iran. Yeol presented him
with a letter of credentials
at the presidential office in
Seoul on Friday.

Iran and South Korea have
traditionally enjoyed friendly
ties since the establishment
of the Korean Republic in
1948. Ties between the two
countries frayed in 2017 after
Seoul froze about $7 billion
of Iranian funds in South Ko-
rea, citing U.S. sanctions.
South Korea unfroze the
money in 2023. The two
countries are now working to
repair ties and both are seek-
ing to boost cooperation in
different fields.
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Pakistan reaf-
firms strong
ties with Iran,
addresses re-
gional issues

Pakistani Prime Minister
Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar has
reaffirmed Pakistan’s un-
wavering commitment to
its ties with Iran, describ-
ing the neighboring coun-
try as a “friend and ally.”
Kakar underscored Paki-
stan’s unwavering sup-
port for Iran in addressing
regional and international
challenges.

He dismissed any notion
of Islamabad engaging in
activities that could jeop-
ardize Iran’s security.
The Pakistani prime min-
ister highlighted Paki-
stan’s efforts to address
Tehran’s  security con-
cerns, noting that Islama-
bad has extradited several
terrorist elements to Iran
to strengthen the security
of both countries.

Kakar expressed op-
timism  about further
bolstering security co-
operation between Iran
and Pakistan through
enhanced communication
channels to counter com-
mon threats along their
shared borders.

He emphasized that Iran
remains a “friendly and
brotherly country” and
that there are no funda-
mental  disagreements
or strategic conflicts be-
tween the two nations.
On the issue of Palestine,
Kakar reiterated Paki-
stan’s unwavering sup-
port for the Palestinian
cause and its refusal to
recognize the lIsraeli re-
gime. “Recognizing Israel
would be morally, polit-
ically, and economically
untenable for Pakistan,”
he asserted.

Kakar pointed to the past
failures of normalization
efforts with Israel, citing
the example of the Abra-
ham Accords, which he
characterized as “fruit-
less.”

He acknowledged the de-
cision of some Arab states
to normalize ties with Is-
rael, but emphasized that
Pakistan’s stance on this
issue remains firm. “Rec-
ognition of Israel does not
align with Pakistan’s in-
terests, and we will never
recognize it as a country,”
he declared.

Regarding relations with
India, Kakar reiterated Pa-
kistan’s position that the
resolution of the Kashmir
dispute is the only path
towards normalizing ties
with New Delhi.

He expressed concern
over Afghanistan’s inac-
tion in addressing Paki-
stan’s security concerns,
urging Kabul to play a
more constructive role in
promoting regional sta-
bility.

Concluding his remarks,
Kakar denounced any
compromise with  the
Tehreek-e-Taliban  Paki-
stan (TTP), asserting that
the terrorist group must
surrender  uncondition-
ally. “Pakistan’s armed
forces and nation are
ready to fight terrorism
for the next 100 years if
necessary,” he declared.

Source:

Sesame oil is made from raw, pressed
sesame seeds and has culinary, me-
dicinal, and cosmetic uses (1Trusted
Source).

This article lists 10 science-backed
benefits of sesame oil.

1. High in antioxidants

Sesame oil contains sesamol and
sesaminol, two antioxidants that may
have powerful effects on your health
(2Trusted Source).

Antioxidants are substances that help
reduce cell damage caused by free rad-
icals. An accumulation of free radicals
in your cells may lead to inflammation
and disease (3Trusted Source).

A one-month study in rats found
that taking sesame oil supplements
protected against heart cell damage
(4Trusted Source).

2. Has strong anti-inflammatory prop-
erties

Chronic inflammation can be harmful
and lead to illness, which is why it’s
important to limit it as much as possi-
ble (6Trusted Source).

More recently, animal and test-tube
studies have shown that sesame oil
can reduce inflammation, which may
be one of its main health benefits.
However, more studies in humans are
needed.

3. Good for your heart

A well-established body of research
shows that a diet rich in unsaturat-
ed fats is good for heart health (9,
10Trusted Source).

Sesame oil comprises 82% unsaturat-

clence-Backed B

ed fatty acids (11Trusted Source).

In particular, it’s rich in omega-6 fatty
acids. Omega-6 fatty acids are a type
of polyunsaturated fat that is essential
to your diet and plays an important role
in heart disease prevention (12Trusted
Source).

4. May help control blood sugar
Sesame oil may support healthy blood
sugar regulation, which is especially
important for people with diabetes.
Sesame oil may even play a role in
long-term blood sugar regulation.

5. May help treat arthritis
Osteoarthritis affects nearly 15% of
the population and is a common cause
of joint pain (16Trusted Source).
Several rodent studies have linked
sesame oil to improvements |
in arthritis (17Trusted Source,
18Trusted Source, 19Trusted
Source, 20Trusted Source).

6. May help heal wounds and burns
While sesame oil can be consumed for
its health benefits, it may also be used
topically for wounds and burns.

The oil’s ability to speed the healing of
wounds and burns can likely be attrib-
uted to its antioxidant and anti-inflam-
matory properties (24Trusted Source).
7. May protect against UV rays

Some research shows that sesame
oil may protect against damage from
UV rays, which can harm your skin.
This effect is likely largely due to its
high antioxidant content (25Trusted
Source).

Several sources claim that sesame oil

can be a good natural sunscreen and
has a natural SPF. However, there is
limited research on its effectiveness
to protect from the strong rays of the
sun, so it’s best to use sunscreen.
8-10. Other potential benefits
Although research is limited, some ev-
idence suggests that sesame oil may
offer the following ben-

efits:

8. May im-
prove sleep
quality.

One

study
showed
that
drip-
ping
sesame
oil on the
foreheads
of 20 partici-
pants during sev-
en, 30-minute sessions
over a 2-week period im-

proved sleep quality and quality of life,
compared with a placebo treatment
(26Trusted Source).

9. Topical application may re-
lieve pain. Some studies have shown
that a massage with sesame oil may
help reduce arm and leg pain (7Trust-
ed Source,

enefits of Sesame (1l

By:
27Trusted Source).
10. May improve hair health.
Compounds in this oil may increase
hair shine and strength.
The bottom line
Sesame oil is a delicious and healthy
fat to add to your diet.
Thanks to its antioxidant content and
anti-inflammatory  properties, it
may benefit your heart, joints,
skin, hair, and more. How-
ever, more research in
humans is needed to
investigate these po-
tential effects.
You can take
advantage of the
potential benefits
of sesame oil by
adding it to recipes
and consuming it
as part of a
balanced
diet.
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of 44,000 TEUs of commaodities during the first 10 months of the
current Iranian calendar year (March 21, 2023-Janaury 20, 2024),
the Islamic Republic of Iran Shipping Line (IRISL) announced.
As reported, this amount of shipment was conducted after equip-
ping this oceanic port and providing up-to-date logistics facilities.
As Iran’s only oceanic port on the Gulf of Oman, Chabahar Port
holds great significance for the country both politically and eco-
nomically. The country has taken serious measures for developing
this port in order to improve the country’s maritime trade.

The port consists of Shahid Kalantari and Shahid Beheshti terminals,

s
20

Commolitiey

Commodities worth $457 million were
exported from Zanjan province in the first
nine months of the current Iranian calen-
dar year (March 21-Decemebr 21, 2023),
a provincial official announced.

Majid Golshani-Fard, the head of the
province’s Industry, Mining and Trade
Department, put the weight of exported
products at 867,000 tons.

The official also said that 21 new prod-
ucts were added to the list of the export
items and 11 new countries were added
to the list of the export destinations of the
products exported from the province in
the said nine-month period.

As previously announced by the official,
commodities valued at $579 million were
exported from Zanjan province in the
past Iranian calendar year 1401 (ended
on March 20, 2023).

Saying that six countries were added
to the export destinations of the prov-
ince, Golshani-Fard said that currently,
the main export target countries of the
province are Turkey, Iraq, the United Arab

Emirates (UAE), Pakistan, India, Azer-
baijan, Oman, South Africa, Russia, and
Spain.

He named zinc ingots, transformers and
accessories, rebars, steel ingots, copper
wire, zinc concentrate, cardboard, lead
ingots, and dairy products as the main
exported items.

The official further announced that com-
modities worth $504 million were im-
ported to the province in the previous
year, and named Turkey, Switzerland,
United Arab Emirates, Germany, Slova-
kia, Singapore, Italy, China, Hong Kong,
and Spain as the main sources of im-
ports.

He listed wood pulp, recycled paper and
cardboard, tobacco, polyamide and plas-
tic tape, production line machines, poly-
amide thread and polyester thread as the
major imported items.

As previously announced by the head
of the Islamic Republic of Iran Customs
Administration (IRICA), Iran exported
101.904 million tons of non-oil goods

each of which has five berth facilities. The port is located in Iran’s
Sistan-Baluchestan Province and is about 120 kilometers south-
west of Pakistan’s Baluchistan Province, where the China-funded
Gwadar port is situated. In May 2016, India, Iran, and Afghanistan
signed a trilateral agreement for the strategically-located Chabahar
port to give New Delhi access to Kabul and Central Asia.

Later, based on a separate deal with Iran, India agreed to install and
operate modern loading and unloading equipment including mobile
harbor cranes in Shahid Beheshti Port in Chabahar.
Under the framework of the mentioned agreement, the Indian side

valued at $36.43 billion during the first
nine months of the current Iranian calen-
dar year.

Mohammad Rezvani-Far said that the
nine-month non-oil export indicates
26.48 percent growth in weight, but 0.68
percent fall in value, year on year.

The official also said that the country’s
exports in the first nine months of this
year, including oil, electricity, and techni-
cal and engineering services, and exclud-
ing the export via suitcase trade, reached
$63.97 hillion.

Appreciating the cooperation of the Min-
istries of Qil, Energy, and Industry, Min-
ing and Trade in providing relevant sta-
tistics, he said: “It is for the first time that
the statistics of the export of oil, electrici-
ty and technical and engineering services
along with the export of non-oil goods
are published by the customs. This gov-
ernment action is aimed at transparency
in the performance of foreign trade.”

The IRICA head put the value of the ex-
port of oil at $26.46 hillion, electricity at
$300 million, and technical and engineer-
ing services at $780 million in the nine-
month period.

Rezvani-Far further announced that Iran
has imported 28.7 million tons of goods
worth $48.42 billion in the first nine
months of the present year, of which $60
million was the value of electricity import.
The nine-month import indicates 12.29
percent rise in value and six percent
growth in weight, year on year, he added.
He named China, Irag, the United Arab
Emirates (UAE), Turkey, and India as
the major export destinations of Iranian
goods in the said time span, and the UAE,
China, Turkey, Germany, and India as the
main sources of import.

The IRICA head said that the value of
Iran’s trade rose seven percent during the
first nine months of the current Iranian
calendar year, as compared to the same
period of time in the past year.

has been operating in Shahid Beheshti port in the form of a build-
operate—transfer (BOT) contract; this is the first time that such a
contract has been implemented in one of the country’s ports with
100 percent foreign investment.

The first consignment of Indian equipment for the development of

port activities at Chabahar port worth $8.5 million arrived in the

southeastern port in January 2021.
Back in last July, India’s ambassador to Tehran said Iran’s south-

eastern Chabahar Port is a golden opportunity for India to expand

its economic ties.

The Iranian foreign minister praised
South Africa for its victory in the
International Court of Justice (ICJ)
against Israel.

In his commendation, Hossein Amir
Abdollahian extended congratula-
tions to South African Minister of
International Relations and Cooper-
ation Naledi Pandor.

Highlighting Tehran’s unwavering
support for Cape Town’s initiative,
Amir  Abdollahian  emphasized,
“Once again, | underscore the back-
ing of the Islamic Republic of Iran
for the efforts of the South African
government.”

He went on to denounce Israeli of-
ficials as the “most reviled” figures
in public opinion, attributing this
sentiment to their involvement in
genocide and unprecedented war

[ran FM applauds South Alvica’s victory
I ICJ case agamnst Israel

crimes against Palestinians.

The minister asserted that justice
should prevail, urging that those re-
sponsible for such actions be held
accountable.

He underscored the enduring im-
pact of Israeli war crimes, affirming
that they will not be forgotten and
will continue to be pursued by glob-
al public opinion.

In alignment with Iran’s position on
the South Africa case, the minister
called on counterparts worldwide to
support the South African initiative
within the ICJ.

On January 26, the International
Court of Justice (ICJ) delivered its
ruling on the emergency measures
requested by South Africa in its
genocide case against Israel over
its war on the Gaza Strip.
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