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Commodities worth
over $731m traded
at IME in a week

During the past Iranian calendar
week (ended on Friday), Iran Mer-
cantile Exchange (IME) witnessed
trade of 3,908,033 tons of com-
modities with a total trading value
of more than $731 million on its
physical market.

As reported by the IME’s Public
Relations and International Af-
fairs Department, the exchange
saw on its metals and minerals
trading floor trade of 3,281,397
tons of commodities valued at
nearly $464 million.
On this floor the
1,480,000 tons of iron ore,
1,191,076 tons of cement,
429,975 tons of steel, 189,000
tons of sponge iron, 9,730 tons
of copper, 7,650 tons of alumi-
num, 2,210 tons of zinc, 200 tons
of molybdenum concentrate and
18 tons of precious metals con-
centrate.

Moreover, the IME witnessed on
both domestic and export rings of
its oil and petrochemical trading
floor 546,578 tons of commodi-
ties worth almost $252 million.
Commodities traded on this floor
included 160,500 tons of vacuum
bottom, 158,224 tons of bitumen,
108,642 tons of polymeric prod-
ucts, 68,500 tons of lube cut,
33,527 tons of chemicals, 10,710
tons of sulfur, 5,807 tons of oil,
500 tons of slops wax and 320
tons of feedstocks.

The IME also traded within the
same week 80,058 tons of goods
on its side market

As previously reported, IME wit-
nessed trade of 13,986,385 tons
of commaodities, 29 vehicles and
four apartment units with a total
trading value of nearly $3 billion
on its physical market, during
the past Iranian calendar month
(ended on January 20), logging
growths of 16.7 percent in vol-
ume and seven percent in value of
trades compared with the month
before that.

The exchange saw on its metals
and minerals trading floor, trade
of 11,144,000 tons of commod-
ities and 29 vehicles valued at
almost $2 billion.
On this floor the
4,900,284 tons of cement,
4,249,500 tons of iron ore,
1,725,807 tons of steel, 520,500
tons of sponge iron, 69,725 tons
of zinc, 36,206 tons of copper,
32,835 tons of aluminum, 800
tons of molybdenum concentrate,
600 tons of coke, 200 tons of cast
iron, 175 tons of lead, 57 tons of
precious metals concentrate and
29 vehicles.

It's worth noting that the IME also
traded four apartment units on its
real estate and housing trading
floor.

Moreover, the exchange saw
trade of 2,361,184 tons of com-
modities worth more than $1 bil-
lion on both domestic and export
rings of its oil and petrochemical
trading floor.

ltems traded on this floor in-
cluded 754,131 tons of bitumen,
737,400 tons of vacuum bot-
tom, 419,600 tons of polymeric
products, 223,500 tons of lube
cut, 152,463 tons of chemicals,
46,500 tons of sulfur, 17,819
tons of oil, 9,612 tons of petro-
leum products, 1,860 tons of
feedstocks, 1,148 tons of water-
proofing materials and 500 tons
of slops wax.

Last was the IME’s side market
on which the exchange traded
122,990 tons of goods.

IME is one of the four major
stock markets of Iran, the other
three markets are Tehran Stock
Exchange (TSE), Iran’s over-the-
counter (OTC) market known also
as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB), and
Iran Energy Exchange (IRENEX).

IME sold

IME sold
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The value of Iran’s exports to
China increased by 30 percent
in December 2023 as com-
pared to the same month in
2022, according to China’s
Customs data.

Iran exported $404 million
worth of products to China in
December 2023, while the fig-
ure was only $311 million in
December 2022, Tasnim News
Agency reported.

As reported, the trade between
Iran and China reached $14.65
billion in 2023, registering a
6.2-percent decline, year on
year.

According to China’s Customs
data, the value of annual trade
between the two countries had
risen seven percent to $15.5
billion in 2022.

Based on the released data,
China’s export to Iran in-
creased 8.6 percent to $10.07
billion in 2023 from $9.27 bil-
lion in 2022.

The country’s import from Iran
fell 27 percent to $4.58 billion
in 2023 from $6.23 in 2022.
The two countries’ trade bal-
ance was about $5.5 billion in
favor of China in the past year.
In late December, 2023, the
head of the Islamic Republic of
Iran Customs Administration
(IRICA) announced that the
country exported commodities
valued at $10.3 billion to China
during the first nine months
of the current Iranian calendar
year (March 21-Decemebr 21,
2023).

According to Mohammad Rez-
vani-Far, China was the top
export destination of Iranian
goods in the mentioned nine-

&)
\

month period.

Also, exporting commodities
valued at $13.7 billion to Iran,
China was Iran’s second source
of imports in the first nine
months of the present year, the
IRICA head announced.

China is one of Iran’s main
trade partners that has main-
tained strong trade ties with
the Islamic Republic despite
the strict U.S. sanctions.

Iran’s Finance and Economic
Affairs Minister Ehsan Khan-
douzi said the 25-year strate-
gic partnership plan between
Iran and China has entered a
new phase with new agree-
ments being reached between
various ministries of the two
countries.

According to Khandouzi, the
mentioned agreements have
been reached between the two
sides during the visit of Iran’s
delegation to the 6th China In-
ternational Import Expo (CIIE).
“Specific projects were de-
fined between the government
departments of the respective
ministries of Iran and China,
and agreements were reached
on the details of the implemen-
tation of the mentioned pro-
jects,” Khandouzi said.
Regarding the private sectors
of the two countries, some
[ranian companies operating
in China and some large Chi-
nese companies operating in
Iran faced obstacles, which
were discussed and resolved
by the relevant authorities, he
explained.

“We are going to witness a
significant growth in econom-
ic cooperation and investment
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between the two sides with the
implementation of these pro-
jects,” the minister noted.
Headed by Iran’s First Vice
President, Mohammad Mokh-
ber, a senior delegation com-
prised of Economy Minister
Ehsan Khandouzi, Industry,
Mining, and Trade Minister
Abbas Aliabadi, as well as the
deputies of various ministries
and the economic deputy of
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
visited China in early Novem-
ber, 2023 to attend the 6th CIIE.
Iran and China officially signed
the document for 25-year
comprehensive cooperation in
March 2021.

The document was signed
between Iran’s former Foreign
Minister Mohammad Javad
Zarif and Chinese Foreign Min-
ister Wang Yi at the Iranian
Foreign Ministry.

Back in December 2022, Iran
and China finalized 16 mem-
orandums of understanding
(MOU) under the framework
of the two countries’ strategic
25-year agreement.

The MOUs were signed in an
Iran-China comprehensive
cooperation program summit
which was held in Tehran on
December 13 in the presence
of Iran’s First Vice President
Mohammad Mokhber and Chi-
na’s Vice Premier Hu Chunhua.
The summit was focused on
four areas explored by four
committees between the two
countries with the aim of pav-
ing the way for the implementa-
tion of the 25-year agreement.
Iran and China also signed 20
memoranda of understanding

Ia_n’_s exports to Chin rise 30% m December 2023

in the presence of the presi-
dents of the two countries in
Beijing in mid-February, 2023.
Heading a high-ranking dele-
gation, Iran’s President Ebra-
him Raisi was on a three-day
state visit to China starting
February 14, 2023.

During President Raisi’s visit
to China, Tehran and Beijing
signed a number of bilateral
cooperation documents in the
fields of agriculture, trade,
tourism, environmental pro-
tection, health, disaster relief,
culture, and sports.

The documents include agree-
ments in the field of trans-
portation and industry worth
$12 billion and $3.5 billion,
respectively; the agreements
cover various joint projects
like the high-speed rail link
between Tehran and Mashhad,
and investment in the Imam
Khomeini Airport City.
Investment in Iran’s southeast-
ern Mokran Coast and the pur-
chase of Iranian oil were also
mentioned in the documents.
Raisi’s visit served as an exam-
ple of the high level of mutual
trust between China and Iran,
as well as a milestone for bi-
lateral ties.

Then in mid-July, 2023, the
agreements signed between
Iran and China during Presi-
dent Raisi’s trip to Beijing in
mid-February were turned into
specified projects during the
two countries’ joint coopera-
tion committee meeting, the
Iranian finance and economic
affairs minister announced.
Ehsan Khandouzi left Tehran
for Beijing on July 12, 2023 to
attend the Iran-China Joint Co-
operation Committee meeting,
which was held after four and
half years.

“With the constructive atmos-
phere of the committee, we
will soon witness good events
in the fields of business and
investment”, the official wrote
on his Twitter account on July
16, 2023.

Khandouzi further announced
that Iran and China are going
to begin the execution of some
joint projects agreed upon in
February by the presidents of
the two countries, as of the fol-
lowing month.

According to the minister, the
necessary follow-ups regard-
ing the mentioned projects
have been made over the last
five months and the final de-

Tanzania mks agreement to pay its debts to Iran

cisions for the start of their
implementations were made
during a joint business event
on July 13, 2023.

“President Raisi had an impor-
tant trip to Beijing last winter
and good agreements were
made with the president of
China; in this regard, the nec-
essary follow-ups were made
by various ministries during
the last five months, and on
Thursday (July 13) the first
joint committee between Iran
and China was held after 4.5
years,” Khandouzi said.

“China is Iran’s largest trading
partner and the most impor-
tant destination for the export
of Iranian goods and an im-
portant part of our imports
are also from China. Last year,
China’s share in Iran’s (non-
oil) trade was 24 percent,” the
minister added.

Back in early April, 2023, the
Chinese ambassador to Tehran
said: “This year is a good year
for Iran-China relations.”
Chang Hua made the remarks
in a meeting with the mem-
bers of the Iran-China Joint
Chamber of Commerce and a
number of Iranian traders and
businessmen, who conduct
trade with China, held at the
place of the Iran Chamber of
Commerce, Industries, Mines,
and Agriculture (ICCIMA) in
Tehran.

Referring to China’s growing
economy, the envoy said this
yearis a good year for Iran-Chi-
na relations, adding that dur-
ing the meeting between the
leaders of the two countries,
important agreements were
made, including the imple-
mentation of the 25-year coop-
eration agreement between the
two countries, and a number
of bilateral cooperation docu-
ments were signed in the fields
of agriculture, tourism, culture,
relief, and rescue, etc.
Majid-Reza Hariri, the head of
the Iran-China Joint Chamber,
also emphasized the desire of
Iran’s private sector to develop
business relations with China
and said there are obstacles
in this direction. Among other
things, issuing visas for Ira-
nian businessmen, especially
for their presence at trade fairs
in China, is associated with
problems, and facilitating it
will definitely help the develop-
ment of relations between the
two sides.

Based on an agreement signed be-
tween Tanzania and Iran, the African
country will pay its debts to Iran, an
official with Organization for Invest-
ment, Economic and Technical Assis-
tance of Iran announced on Monday.
Ali Fekri, the director-general of the
foreign investment-making office of
the mentioned organization, said by
signing this agreement on the pay-
ment of the country’s debts, Tanzania
pays seven million dollars of its debts
to Iran per month, IRIB reported.

After signing the mentioned agree-
ment, Fekri told IRIB that this agree-
ment is about the payment of debts
that the government of Tanzania had
to the government of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran in the past, which is
related to several decades, but be-
cause the 13th government follows
the policy of developing cooperation
and investment with different gov-
ernments, it was decided that the
existing obstacles to facilitate rela-
tions should be removed, and Tan-
zania, considering its long-standing
relations with Iran, was among the
countries that were interested in this

policy.

It was decided that the Tanzanian
government would pay seven million
dollars of its debts in the form of the
first installment to start the cooper-
ation, so that the rest of the debts
would be paid to Iran every month
based on the agreed schedule, the
official further announced.

Tanzania is considered one of the
most important countries in East Af-
rica and Iran is taking new measures
to expand economic ties with this
country.

In late November 2022, Iran’s Trade
Promotion Organization (TPO) held
the first exclusive exhibition of Ira-
nian products and services in Tanza-
nia in collaboration with the Iranian
Trade Center in the African country
to showcase the Islamic Republic’s
trade and export capacities.
According to Ra’ed Mousavi, the
head of the Iranian Trade Center in
Tanzania, this exhibition was the
most appropriate platform to in-
crease the knowledge of East African
countries, especially Tanzania, about
the products, services, and tech-

nological advancements of lIranian
companies.

According to Mousavi, companies
active in various fields including the
agricultural sector, mines and indus-
trial machinery, construction, as well
as medicine and medical equipment
participate in the first exclusive exhi-
bition of the export capabilities of the
Islamic Republic of Iran in Tanzania.
In mid-July 2023, President Ebrahim
Raisi also took a visit to three Afri-
can countries of Kenya, Uganda, and
Zimbabwe.

Economic experts believe that the
president’s visit to Africa provided
the basis for increasing Iran’s pres-
ence in the 60-billion-dollar economy
of the African continent and will in-
crease the level of activity of Iranian
traders and businessmen in this con-
tinent.

Over the past 40 years, the Islam-
ic Republic of Iran has never given
up on its principled policy towards
Africa due to political and cultural
commonalities, despite the sanc-
tions, pressure and disruptions of
the West, and has always maintained

itself alongside the people and coun-
tries of Africa.

As reported, during the Iranian cal-
endar years 1384 and 1385 (March
2005-March 2007), the relations be-
tween Iran and the African continent
increased in terms of trade, but since
1386, the economic relations be-
tween Iran and Africa have decreased
due to the economic crisis and cruel
sanctions against Iran.

Surveys show that in the past years,
due to the lack of restoration of
economic relations with Africa, the
amount of trade with the countries
of this continent has remained at the
level of $1.2 billion, but according
to Mohammed-Sadeq Qanadzadeh,
the director general of the Africa De-
partment of Iran’s Trade Promotion
Organization (TPQ), facilitating the
trade route with Africa is happening
now and it is expected that the trade
figure with this continent will reach
$10 billion in the next three years.

In fact, good steps have been taken
to use Africa’s capacity, and Africa
can be a suitable market for Iranian
goods, Qanadzadeh stated.
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Why was Moham-
mad Ghobadloo put
to death?

A 23-year-old man was hanged
on Tuesday after being found
guilty of killing one police officer
and injuring five others during the
unrest that shook Iran in Septem-
ber 2022.

Iran’s judiciary announced on
Tuesday, “The death sentence of
Mohammad Ghobadloo was car-
ried out this morning following
487 days of legal proceedings.”
Family members of Ghobadloo
contended that he should not face
the death penalty as he had been
diagnosed with bipolar disorder
and had not been adhering to his
medication in the months leading
up to the incident. However, the
court was unable to find any med-
ical records for the prisoner or
confirm any mental illness upon
further examination.

“After deliberately running over
multiple police officers with a
pick-up truck, Ghobadloo fled the
scene, demonstrating an aware-
ness of the gravity of his actions
and a lack of mental dysfunction,”
stated the court’s psychiatrist,
highlighting that the individual
had no history of hospitalization
despite his claims.

During one of his hearings, Gho-
badloo confessed to seeking out
a group of police officers in the
city of Parand, just outside Teh-
ran, prior to carrying out his plan.
“| intended to eliminate them all.
There were approximately 20
police officers on bikes,” he ad-
mitted.

In September 2022, a 22-year-old
Iranian woman, Mahsa Amini,
passed away in a Tehran hos-
pital three days after collapsing
at a police station. An investi-
gation attributed her death to a
pre-existing medical condition,
refuting allegations of abuse by
police forces. In a video released
several weeks after her death,
Amini’s father can be seen above
her hospital bed, confirming to a
judiciary official that he sees no
injuries on his daughter’s body.
Also, in recordings subsequently
released by intelligence forces,
Amini’s brother can be heard tell-
ing his mother on the phone that
his sister had fainted “again”. It
was also revealed that Amini had
received brain surgery when she
was younger.

Following her passing, protests
erupted in parts of Tehran, which,
with the direct involvement of
Western states and Israel, quick-
ly devolved into violent riots and
spread to other parts of the coun-
try. The unrest resulted in the
tragic loss of at least 200 lives,
including 75 police officers.
Social media emerged as a criti-
cal factor in exacerbating violence
that year. Some Western-based
Iranian medical professionals,
who initially accused the gov-
ernment of perpetuating harm to
Amini based on medical scans,
later admitted after the riots sub-
sided that they had not observed
any indications of injury in the
scans. However, they chose to
conceal the truth to avoid “dis-
rupting the protests.”

Some rioters who ended up in
custody admitted that they had
been heavily influenced by celeb-
rities-turned-Mossad agents to
harm civilian infrastructure and
security forces. “When you go out
and kill police officers don’t forget
to take their weapons. They will
be used in the future,” an under-
ground rapper linked to the no-
torious Mojahedin-e-Khalq terror
organization wrote on X amidst
the unrest.
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Iran censures US

for preventing UN

to end Israeli gen-
ocide in Gaza

Iranian Foreign Minister Hos-
sein Amir Abdollahian on Tues-
day denounced the U.S. for pre-
venting the UN Security Council
from fulfilling its duty to press
for an end to the Israeli regime’s
genocidal campaign in the Gaza
Strip.

“(Washington) has prevent-
ed this body from effectively
fulfilling its inherent duties in
stopping the overt genocide
of a nation and establishing a
ceasefire in the Gaza Strip,”
Amir  Abdollahian

said as he addressed a UN Se-
curity Council meeting on the
situation in the Middle East, es-
pecially Gaza.

Israel has been pounding Yem-
en cruelly and relentlessly since
October 7 when Hamas made
a surprise attack on southern
Israel. The Israeli war on Gaza
has so far killed 25,700 Pal-
gstinians, mostly women and
children.

Thousands of Gazans, includ-
ing children, have also been
maimed for life.

The U.S. has been providing Is-
rael with unbridled military and
political support in its onslaught
against Gaza, arming Tel Aviv
with more than 10,000 tons of
military hardware. The US has
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Iron ore pel- Iran rose by 10 percent during
= the first nine months of the cur-
IEt prOductm“ rent Iranian calendar year (March

up10%in9

months on year

Production of iron ore pellet in

21-December 21, 2023),

compared to the same period of
time in the past year, according
to the data released by the Irani-

an Steel Producers Association
(ISPA).

The ISPA put the iron ore pellet
output at 44.843 million tons in

as the first nine months of this year,

and at 40.838 million tons in the
first nine months of the previous
year.

Aerobics Can Help You
[ ose Weight and De-
vefop Lean Muscle

Source:

By:

New research finds that Aerobics can
help you lose weight, reduce the size
of your waist, and develop lean muscle
while having fun.

* A scientific review has found that Aer-
obics is a beneficial weight loss aid.

e Aerobics was found to improve body
mass, BMI, waist circumference, fat
percentage, and fat mass.

e Experts say Aerobics burns calories
and helps the development of lean mus-
cle mass.

Aerobics doesn’t just feel good. New
research shows it can help you lose
weight, too.

The researchers concluded that “For
its high efficiency and greater sense of
enjoyment, Aerobics can be a beneficial
exercise intervention for fat loss.”

How Aerobics aids fat loss

There are a few reasons why Aerobics
is an effective weight loss tool. First and

foremost, like all forms of physical ac-
tivity, it burns calories.

“Aerobic routines contribute to calorie
expenditure, creating a negative ener-
gy balance that is conducive to weight
loss,” explains Davis. “What’s more,
the dynamic nature of Aerobics means
it engages various muscle groups,
promoting lean muscle development.”
This is good news for anyone hoping
to create sustainable weight loss, as
muscle is a metabolically active tissue.
A higher muscle mass means your body
burns more calories on a daily basis,
even while at rest.

It's not purely physical, either. Davis
says the enjoyment and social aspects
of Aerobics can boost your adherence
to physical activity.

How intensely do you need to Aerobics
to promote weight loss?

Like Davis, fitness coach Adam Harris

says Aerobics involves a combination
of cardiovascular exercise, strength
training, and flexibility, making it a
source of exercise that anyone can en-
joy.

“The dynamic and rhythmical move-
ments involved in Aerobics cause the
heart rate to become elevated, promot-
ing calorie expenditure in the body and
aiding in fat loss,” he explains. “What’s
more, the continuous movement during
Aerobics sessions enhances your car-
diovascular fitness, promoting calorie
burning even after the Aerobics session
finishes.”

So, just how hard do you have to Aero-
bics to see results?

For Aerobics to be used as an effective
tool for weight loss, Harris says you
should aim for a moderate to high in-
tensity level during your sessions.
“This typically involves getting the heart

rate up, breaking a sweat, and feeling
moderately out of breath, but not so out
of breath that you can’t hold a conversa-
tion,” he explains.

A good way to gauge intensity during
exercise is by using the talk test.

“If you can talk comfortably but not sing
during the Aerobics routine, you’re like-
ly Aerobics at moderate intensity and
working hard enough to promote weight
loss,” Harris says.

Why diet matters too

While Aerobics appears to be a great
tool for helping with weight loss, it
won'’t be enough on its own for most
people living with overweight or obesity.
Generally, you'll need to make some ad-
justments to your diet and pay attention
to your overall calorie consumption as
well.

“Aerobics will be most effective for
weight loss when it is complemented

by a balanced diet and a calorie deficit,”
points out Davis.

“While Aerobics is burning the calories,
a diet makeover plays wingman, making
sure your body’s energy balance is set
for success,” she explains.

He says to achieve weight loss, you must
burn more calories than you consume.
That doesn’t mean drastically cutting
calories or restricting certain foods, but
taking a sustainable approach.
Takeaway

Losing weight can be challenging, but
finding fun and effective ways to shed
pounds, like Aerobics, can make the
process more enjoyable and sustaina-
ble.

While Aerobics — like all exercise —
needs to be combined with a calorie
deficit to cause weight loss, it can be a
more enjoyable way to drop unwanted
pounds.

also torpedoed the prospect of
cessation of the Israeli aggres-
sion by stonewalling ratification
of all Security Council resolu-
tions that have been calling for
a ceasefire.

Amir Abdollahian denounced
Washington for serving “as the
practical supporter and main
accomplice of the Israeli regime
in its crimes” in Gaza.

“...the U.S. must compel the Is-
raeli regime to stop the war and
pull itself out of the trap that the
Israeli regime has set to drag
the U.S. into direct conflict,”

The deputy head of Iran Chamber of
Commerce, Industries, Mines and
Agriculture  (ICCIMA) said the ex-
pert consensus in solving econom-
ic challenges is the least expensive
path.

In a message, while appreciating the par-
ticipation and trust of the ICCIMA board of
representatives, Hossein Pir-Moazen, the
elected deputy head of the chamber, wrote:
“The least expensive way to get out of the
abnormal economic conditions is the con-
sensus of the elite, intelligent and expert.”  held at the place of the chamber on Sunday
In this message, referring to the abnor-  (January 21).

mal conditions of the economy and the
accumulation of economic challenges,
Pir-Moazen wrote: “To get out of these
special conditions, the least expensive
way is the consensus of elites, wise and
experts in solving economic challenges,
and the Iran Chamber is considered an
important and effective security for this
movement.”

Pir-Moazen was elected as the ICCIMA
deputy head in the extraordinary meeting
of the ICCIMA board of representatives

“Txpert consensus

I Solving economic

challenges s least
expensive path

Press TV quoted the foreign
minister as saying.

‘War is not the solution’

Amir  Abdollahian reiterated
that the carnage of innocent
civilians, especially women and
children, had to be stopped im-
mediately.

“War is not the solution. Securi-
ty cannot be achieved by resort-
ing to the use of force and com-
mitting the crime of genocide in
Gaza,” he asserted.

Amir Abdollahian called on the
UN Security Council to act on its
duty to pass a resolution calling
for an immediate and permanent
ceasefire in Gaza and deliver hu-
manitarian aid without any hin-
drance to Gaza that is home to
2.3 million people.

Such a resolution must also
urge immediate and complete
exit of Israeli troops from the
coastal enclave and extract a
commitment from the regime
to refrain from any efforts to
relocate Palestinians to Egypt
and Jordan.

‘Israel can never destroy Ha-
mas’

Elsewhere in his remarks, Amir
Abdollahian said the goals that
the Israeli regime has purport-
edly been seeking through wag-
ing the war, namely “total de-
struction” of Hamas, will never
come true.

“That time will never come,” the
chief diplomat stated.

Citing reasons for his assertion,
the foreign minister said, “In
the past 80 years, the steel will
of this nation (the Palestinians)
has not weakened.”

‘\uree on somethimg vou can do:
(uttmg off the Ziomst regime’s lifeline’

In a meeting with the organizers of the
National Congress for the Commemora-
tion of the 24,000 Martyrs from Tehran,
the Leader of the Islamic Revolution
Avyatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei, criticized
the officials of Islamic countries for their
poor conduct regarding the highly cru-
cial situation in Gaza.

According to khamenei.ir, during the
meeting, which took place in the Imam
Khomeini Hussainiyah on Tuesdays,
the Leader underlined, “Sometimes the
positions and statements of the officials
of the Islamic countries are wrong be-
cause they talk about an issue such as
the ceasefire in Gaza, which is beyond
their control and is in the hands of the

evil Zionist enemy. The officials of Is-
lamic countries should focus on matters
that are within their control.”

Ayatollah Khamenei stressed the impor-
tance for officials in Islamic countries to
sever all ties with the Zionist regime in
order to cripple its power.

“That which is in the hands of the offi-
cials of the Islamic countries is to cut off
the lifeline of the Zionist regime. Islamic
countries should cut off their political
and economic relations with the Zion-
ist regime and they should also refrain
from supporting this regime,” he said.
He also noted that, “Despite the inade-
quate conduct of the officials of Islamic
countries and despite all the difficulties,

as stated in the Quran, ‘God is with the
righteous people and wherever God is,

”

there is victory.
Ayatollah Khamenei further remarked
that the victory of the people of Gaza
is inevitable, adding that, “the Aimighty
God will show this victory to the Islam-
ic Ummabh in the not-too-distant future,
and it will bring joy to the hearts of Mus-
lims, especially the people of Palestine
and Gaza.”

The complete statements of the Leader
of the Islamic Revolution during this
meeting will be made available concur-
rently with the Congress for the Com-
memoration of the 24,000 martyrs from
Tehran.

The Ministry of Interior is set to un-
veil the list of qualified candidates for
the upcoming Assembly of Experts
election on Wednesday.

Candidates who face disqualification
have a three-day window to submit
objections.

As part of the election timeline, the
Ministry of Interior or governorates
will notify disqualified candidates on
Wednesday and Thursday.

The Secretary for Iran’s Election
Headquarters confirmed that the
names of Assembly of Experts can-
didates will be dispatched by the
Constitutional  Council tomorrow.
Once received, the candidates will be
promptly informed through the gov-
ernorates.

Those who are disqualified can ap-
peal the decision within a three-day
period, starting from January 26 and
concluding on January 28. The Con-
stitutional Council’s jurists will then
reevaluate the qualifications of these

list of Assembly of Experts
candidates to be unveiled on Wednesday

candidates within 10 days and com-
municate the results to the Ministry
of Interior.

On February 8, the finalized list of ap-
proved candidates from each prov-
ince, along with the names of elec-
tion candidates, will be made public.
Article 17 of the Expert Elections Law
stipulates that advertisements for the
election candidates will be permitted
from February 14 to 28. Importantly,
advertising is prohibited on February
29 and March 1.

A crucial phase in this process in-
volves the option for candidates to
withdraw, an action accepted until
February 27, at least 72 hours before
the commencement of voting. This is
under Note 5 of Article 5 of the As-
sembly of Experts law.

A total of 510 candidates had initially
registered for this election, with eli-
gibility criteria including a minimum
age of 40 and possessing a fourth
seminary degree.
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