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Afghanistan main
topic for regional
countries’ foreign
policy: diplomat

Hassan Kazemi Qomi, Iran’s
Special Envoy for Afghanistan,
has expressed that Afghan-
istan’s stability and security
determine the stability and se-
curity of the whole region.
In a post on X on Saturday, he
said that Afghanistan is one
of the important issues of the
foreign policy of the countries
in the region.

During his visit to Islamabad,
he stressed that the peace
and stability of the region is
dependent on the peace and
stability in Afghanistan.

He also held talks in Kabul with
the acting Minister of Foreign
Affairs of the Taliban ruling
government Amir Khan Mut-
taqi as discussing issues of
mutual interest in a meeting.
The two sides talked about
combating terrorism and tak-
firi groups, as well as the cre-
ation of a joint judicial com-
mittee to share Iran’s judicial
experiences with Afghanistan
and extradite prisoners.

The Iranian delegation also
met the head of the judicial
council, the attorney general,
and some members of the
judicial council of Afghanistan
during their stay in Kabul.
Last weeks, the deputy prime
minister of the Taliban for
political affairs, Mohammed
Abdul Kabir and Kazemi Qomi
attended a meeting, discuss-
ing ways to combat terrorism
in the region.

Declaring the terrorist group
Daesh to be the shared ad-
versary of Iran and Afghani-
stan, Abdul Kabir asserted the
group’s goal is to kill innocent
people and undermine region-
al stability.

Additionally, he expressed
gratitude to Iran for its sup-
port of Afghanistan, stating
that it encourages deeper ties
with all of its neighbors.
The Taliban’s explicit stance
is that no danger emanating
from Afghanistan should be
directed at other countries, he
noted, underlining Kabul’s ef-
forts to play a positive role in
the building of regional peace
and stability.

Last month in a meeting with
an Iranian media delegation in
Kabul, Muttagi characterized
relations between Kabul and
Tehran as progressing to-
wards growth.

In a meeting with Muttaqi, in
Tehran, Hossein Amir Abdol-
lahian, the Foreign Minister
of Iran, said that Afghanistan
has to take practical steps to
address the current issues,
such as water sharing and
border security, between the
two nations.

He pointed out that Tehran and
Kabul have established signifi-
cant ties in a number of areas
and expressed hope that the
acting Taliban government in
Afghanistan would work with
Tehran to find practical solu-
tions to some of its current
issues.

The senior Iranian diplomat
also pointed to a recent meet-
ing in Tehran in favor of Pal-
estine and praised the Afghan
delegation, led by Muttaqi, for
its active involvement in the
gathering.

He also discussed develop-
ments in the besieged Gaza
Strip and encouraged all
Muslim and freedom-seeking
countries to assist the Pal-
estinian people in the face of
the genocidal atrocities being
committed by the occupying
Israeli regime.

_www.esfahan-news.com

[ran urges glohal action aganst Israeli regime at NAM summit

Speaking at the 19th summit
of the Non-Aligned Movement
in Uganda, Iran’s First Vice
President Mohammad Mokh-
ber said that the Zionist re-
gime, seeking to evade defeat,
is aiming to escalate the con-
flict in the region to involve
other nations.

The 19th NAM Summit is
being held under the theme
“Deepening Cooperation for
Shared Global Affluence” in
Kampala. Uganda recently
took over chairmanship of the
Non-Aligned Movement from
Azerbaijan, hosting more than
120 developing countries on
a platform of crucial historic
significance on January 19
and 20.

Mokhber acknowledged Azer-
baijan’s support in advancing
the movement amid the chal-
lenges of the global COVID-19
pandemic and extended grati-
tude for the warm hospitality
of Uganda’s government and
its people. He also congratu-
lated the country’s leadership
on hosting two significant
international groups, namely
the ‘Non-Aligned Movement’
and the ‘Group of 77 and Chi-

na.’

He emphasized the hope for
achieving goals and pro-
gressing towards justice and
fairness in the international
landscape during this period.
Mokhber, discussing the Non-
Aligned Movement’s role in in-
ternational forums, asserted,
“Revitalizing the Non-Aligned
Movement serves the global
community’s interests, coun-
tering the West's attempts
to dominate other countries
politically, security-wise, eco-
nomically, and culturally.”
Addressing sensitive condi-
tions in West Asia, Mokhber
condemned the actions of the
Zionist regime, stating, “The
actions of the Zionist regime
in Killing innocent people,
the brutal massacre of over
24,000 individuals, including
more than 10,000 children,
and the relentless and severe
bombardment of homes and
urban infrastructure in Gaza,
tell a genocidal and violently
oppressive tale against a na-
tion with a distinct identity.”
Iran’s First Vice President re-
gretted false claimants of hu-
man rights prioritizing inter-
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ests over fundamental human
rights. He emphasized that the
crisis roots in more than 70
years of violence, land usur-
pation, and discriminatory
policies against Palestinians.
Mokhber urged Non-Aligned
Movement members to use
their capabilities against the
Zionist  apartheid regime,
calling for a ceasefire, urgent
humanitarian aid in Gaza,
cessation of forced displace-
ment of Palestinians, and re-
construction of civilian sites.
“Achieving peace,” he noted,
“requires ending the occupa-
tion, even in Syria and Leba-
non, returning the Palestinian
refugees, and making it pos-
sible for them to regain their
freedom through a public ref-
erendum.”

Expressing  gratitude  for
South Africa’s case against
Israel that has been taken to
ICJ, the Iranian official com-
mended the countries that
play a crucial and constructive
role in preventing war and
promoting sustainable peace
in the world.

Concerned about global pas-
sivity on the Palestine issue,

exemplified by the inefficiency
of the United Nations Security
Council, Mokhber emphasized
the Non-Aligned Movement’s
historical role in promoting
peace and justice. He asked
for the establishment of new
networks of comprehensive
cooperation with a focus on
neighbors and Asia-centric
priorities, rejecting unilateral-
ism.

“Priorities in our region in-
clude setting up common
security mechanisms, devel-
oping ground, air, and mar-
itime transit infrastructures,
and preserving the environ-
ment. The Islamic Republic of
Iran, an active participant in
the Non-Aligned Movement,
consistently contributes to
maintaining peace, Ssecurity,
and friendly relations among
regional countries. It also
plays a role in combating
malevolent phenomena such
as terrorism, drug trafficking,
and foreign occupation in the
region, presenting logical ini-
tiatives to promote peace and
friendship,” he commented.
In conclusion, Mokhber af-
firmed Iran’s readiness to
cooperate with Uganda and
enhance the Non-Aligned
Movement efficiency  for
shared benefits.

Iran, Vietnam vow to expand
multilateral cooperation

On the sidelines of the sum-
mit, Mokhber engaged in
discussions with Vo Thi Anh
Xuan, Vice President of Viet-
nam, to explore opportunities
for expanding multilateral co-
operation.

Mokhber acknowledged the
longstanding historical re-
lations between the Islamic
Republic of Iran and Vietnam,
emphasizing the necessity for
enhanced economic ties, with
active involvement from the
private sector and the removal
of financial barriers.

He underscored the Iranian

government’s commitment to
fostering comprehensive rela-
tions, especially in trade and
economics with Vietnam.
Additionally, Mokhber high-
lighted the significance of
utilizing national currencies
in trade interactions and
suggested a joint meeting
between the central banks of
Iran and Vietnam to address
practical solutions and elimi-
nate financial barriers.

He addressed the heinous
crimes of the Zionist regime
against the people of Gaza,
emphasizing the shared ad-
versity faced by Iran and Viet-
nam. He stressed the necessi-
ty for increased participation
and utilization of all capacities
in international forums to halt
these atrocities.

The Vice President of Vietnam
also expressed satisfaction
with the meeting and empha-
sized the need to intensify
efforts for the development of
trade and economic relations
between the two countries.
She condemned the unjust
sanctions imposed by the
U.S. against Iran, advocating
the utilization of regional and
international  organizations’
capacities to foster bilateral
cooperation.

Vo Thi Anh Xuan affirmed Vi-
etnam’s commitment to the
fundamental principles of the
Non-Aligned Movement in
promoting global peace and
stability. She highlighted Vi-
etnam’s active participation
in providing assistance to the
oppressed people of Gaza and
urged an immediate halt to the
Zionist regime’s crimes against
the Palestinian population.
Mokhber also had meetings
with the Enrique Manalo, Phil-
ippines’ Secretary of Foreign
Affairs, and with Ali Al-Sadiq
Ali, Sudan’s Minister of For-
eign Affairs, with the aim of
developing bilateral coopera-
tions.

Number of Iran’s operation-ready locomotives rises 18%
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Iran accounts for
12% of OPEC oil
revenuesin9
months: IEA

The International Energy Agen-
cy (IEA) has put Iran’s oil in-
come in the first nine months
of 2023 at about $34 billion,
which was equivalent to 12
percent of OPEC’s total income
in this period, Shana reported.
Based on the IEA data, the total
oil revenues of the 13 OPEC
members in the mentioned
nine months stood at $281.2
billion.

The Islamic Republic’s in the
mentioned period reached
$33.9 billion, about two times
the total oil revenue of the
country in 2020.

According to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Energy, Iran sold only
$17 billion of oil in 2020 and
the country’s oil income rose to
$37 billion in 2021, while Iran’s
total income from oil sales in
2022 was $54 billion.

The report released by the U.S.
Department of Energy earlier
this month stated that Iran has
been the top OPEC member in
terms of production increase
in 2023, with an increase of
330,000 barrels per day (bpd).
The U.S. Energy Information
Administration (EIA) affiliated
with the Department of Energy
mentioned in its latest report
that the total oil production of
Iran was estimated at 2.87 mil-
lion bpd at the end of 2023.
According to the mentioned
entity, Iran’s oil production
stood at 2.54 million bpd in
2022.

The figures show that total
OPEC oil production was 26.89
million bpd in 2023 which
shows 630,000 barrels fall year
on year. OPEC produced 27.52
million bpd in 2022.

This report has put Iran’s oil
production in the last month
of last year at 3.17 million bpd.
Iran was the third-largest OPEC
producer after Saudi Arabia
and Iraq in December 2023.
The 330,000-bpd increase
in Iran’s 2023 oil production

The deputy head of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran Railway (RAI) said the
average number of private sector
locomotives ready for operation has
increased by 18 percent in the third
quarter of the current Iranian calen-
dar year (September 23-December
21, 2023).

According to  Mohammad-Hadi
Ziaei-Mehr, the number of opera-
tion-ready locomotives was 104 loco-
motives per day in summer and the
figure increased to 123 locomotives
per day in fall, IRNA reported.

The official expressed hope that by
continuously  providing  financial
resources, which is due to the col-
lection of claims, the railway fleet
will achieve a better situation in the
coming months, and the increase in
readiness and reliability of locomo-
tives will lead to the improvement of
rail cargo transportation.

Last month, the head of the Islamic
Republic of Iran Railways (RAI) said
that Iran’s rail transit is going to set a
new record in the current Iranian cal-
endar year (ends on March 20, 2024).
Miad Salehi said the rail transit
through the country registered a five
percent hike in the first five months
of the current calendar year (March
21-August 22, 2023) compared to
the same period last year, the portal
of Iran’s Transport Ministry reported.
Speaking in a news briefing on the
sidelines of the seventh edition of [ran
International Exhibition of Transporta-
tion, Logistics and Related Industries
dubbed, Salehi pointed out that 21.6
million passengers were transported
in the first eight months of the current

Iranian calendar year (March 21-No-
vember 21, 2023) through the rail
transportation network, also showing
a 10 percent hike compared to the last
year’s corresponding period.

It is expected that 30 million passen-
gers will be transported in the coun-
try by the end of the current Iranian
calendar year, which will be another
record in the history of the railway
company, he stated.

The deputy transport minister also
pointed to the memorandums of
understanding (MOUs) inked with
the partners and neighboring states
including Russia, Kazakhstan, Turk-
menistan, and Turkey and stated that
a part of these agreements will be-
come operational in early 2024.
Salehi also mentioned the high qual-
ity of Iran-made freight wagons and
noted that the country could export
such wagons to other countries.

“We do not have any problems in the
production of freight wagons, and
good facilities are equipped in the
country and due to the good quality
of domestically produced wagons,
there is a possibility of export,” the
official said.

According to Salehi, production of
freight wagons has increased by 48
percent in the current year and the
production of new freight locomo-
tives has also grown by 92 percent.
The development of the railway sec-
tor has been one of the macro poli-
cies of the Iranian government as it
has been emphasized by the general
policies of the country’s national de-
velopment plans.

In this regard, the national railway
fleet has constantly received new
domestically-made locomotives and
wagons in the past and current Irani-
an calendar years.

Last year, a total of 1,660 wagons and
locomotives were added to the coun-
try’s railway fleet in four stages.

The railway fleet also received 346
new domestically-made wagons and
locomotives in last September, in a
ceremony attended by the head of
RAL.

Of the mentioned 346 wagons and lo-
comotives, 339 were freight wagons,
two were locomotives, and five were
passenger wagons.

The mentioned wagons and locomo-
tives have been all manufactured by
domestic companies and firms in-
cluding Mapna Group, Pars Wagon,
Kowsar Wagon Complex, and Green
Polour Industrial Group.

The RAI head has also said the quality
of railway passenger transportation
services in the country is going to be
significantly improved.

During a press conference held in last
August, Salehi mentioned the devel-
opment of railways as a necessary
factor for the economic surge in the
country.

He reiterated that the development of
the transportation sector is vital for
the economic surge, and the railway
is the pillar for development in this
sector.

The official also stated that RAI is se-
riously negotiating with other coun-
tries, especially the neighbors, to
promote railway transit via Iran.
Advantages such as consuming less
fuel and creating less pollution as well
as high safety attach priority to the
railway when compared to some oth-
er transportation systems, and make
its development economically viable.

indicates that sanctions have
been ineffective on Iran’s oil
industry.

Back in June 2023, Bloomb-
erg reported that the produc-
tion and export of Iranian oil
in 2023 reached record highs
since the country came under
U.S. sanctions more than five
years ago.

The report published in late
June 2023 stated that Iran was
shipping the highest amount of
crude in almost five years de-
spite U.S. sanctions.
Bloomberg cited energy an-
alysts as saying that Iran’s oil
exports have surged to the
highest level since the U.S. uni-
laterally re-imposed sanctions
on the country in 2018.

A Reuters report, also said
in June last year, that Iranian
crude shipments continued to
rise in 2023 with higher ship-
ments to China, Syria, and
Venezuela. The report quoted
consultants, shipping data,
and a source familiar with the
matter.

A large chunk of Iran’s crude
oil goes to China which is the
world’s major importer of ener-
gy. Several European custom-
ers including Germany, Spain,
and Bulgaria also imported oil
from Iran.

Iran has not released official
figures about its oil exports
over the past years amid ef-
forts to evade Washington’s
illegal sanctions.
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Steel ingot pro-

duction up 3%

in 9 months on
year

Production of steel ingot in
Iran rose three percent in
the first nine months of the
current Iranian calendar
year (March 21-December
21, 2023), as compared to
the same period of time in
the past year, the lranian
Steel Producers Associa-
tion (ISPA) announced.
The ISPA put the country’s
steel ingot output at 24.492
million tons at the first nine
months of this year, and at
23.786 million tons in the
first nine months of the
previous year.

According to the latest re-
port released by the World
Steel Association (WSA),
Iran’s  steel production
reached at 3.0 million
tons in November, 2023,
registering a 7.6 percent
increase compared to the
previous month.

The Islamic Republic pro-
duced 28.1 million tons
of crude steel in the first
11 months of 2023, also
registering a 0.6 percent
increase as compared to
the same period in the past
year, the WSA report said.
Based on the WSA data,
Iran maintained its place
as the world’s 10th largest
steel producer in the men-
tioned period.

The WSA data put the
world’s 11-month crude
steel production at 1.715
billion  tons, indicating
a 0.5 percent increase
compared to the first 11
months of 2022.

The world’s 71 steel pro-
ducers managed to pro-
duce 145.5 million tons of
steel in November 2023,
3.3 percent more than the
figure for the previous
year's same month.
Based on the WSA report,
China, India, Japan, the
U.S., and Russia were the
world’s top steel producers
in the first 11 months of
2023, respectively.

The previous WSA report
had put Iran’s steel output
in the first 10 months of
2023 at 25.1 million tons,
0.1 percent less than the
same period in 2022.
The Islamic  Republic’s
monthly crude steel output
stood at 3.1 million tons in
October.

The Iranian Steel industry
has been constantly devel-
oping over the past years
against all the pressures
and obstacles created by
outside forces like the U.S.
sanctions and the corona-
virus outbreak that has se-
verely affected the perfor-
mance of the world’s top
producers.

The country is expected
to climb to seventh place
among the world’s top
steel producers by the Ira-
nian calendar year 1404
(March 2025).

Monday, January 22, 2024

De Biasi and
Peseiro short-
listed to lead

Persepolis

I[talian coach Gianni De Biasi and Por-
tuguese Jose Vitor dos Santos Peseiro
have been shortlisted to take charge of
Persepolis football team.

De Biasi, 67, decided to draw a close to
his time as head coach of the Azerbaijan
national team, ending a three-year spell
in charge in late November. The Italian
has previously coached Modena, Bres-

cia, Torino, Udinese as well as Albania
national football team. Peseiro, 63,
currently leads Nigeria national foot-
ball team. He was assistant of Carlos
Queiroz in Real Madrid in the 2003/04
season. Persepolis have parted ways
head coach Yahya Golmohammadi in
early January and are negotiating with
the coaches for the vacant seat.

Makeup 101: The 7 Qualities

A Goo

Source:

By:

These foundation tips will help
you finally find “the one”

Want in on the beauty secret of
what makes a good foundation?
Here’s a hint: it’s about so much
more than the finished effect it
gives your skin. So many fac-
tors go into the qualities of a
good foundation. To us, a good
foundation is one that makes
our skin look better, more even
and glowy, oh and as natural as
possible (pretty please). From
ingredients to texture to finish,
here’s what you need to look for
in a good foundation.

Formula

You heard it here first: a good
foundation will have a formula
that works well with your skin.
So start with your skin type be-
fore shopping for a good foun-
dation. Is it dry, oily or combina-
tion? This will determine if you
need a matte or moisturizing
formula. Do you want to apply it

brush, or your fingers? Or do
you have a preference for liquid
vs. powder? Asking yourself
these questions before you buy
will help you find a good foun-
dation that works best for your
skin.

Skin benefits

All good foundations should
have good-for-skin ingredients.
After all, foundation is the one
product that goes all over your
face so it's important to consider
it as an extension of your skin-
care. Look for ingredients that
you'd see on a skincare label
like hyaluronic acid (for mega
moisturizing), or ingredients that
soothe and calm like aloe vera.
Just as important to consider is
what ingredients aren’t on the
label. If your skin doesn’t love
formulas with oil, alcohol or
parabens, scanning the label for
free-of-claims is your best bet.

d Foundation

The trick to a good foundation
that melts into your skin is all
in the right formula. Essential-
ly, all foundation textures fall
under three categories: liquid,
powder or cream. Once you fig-
ure out the ideal match for your
skin type, you’ll be set. Liquid
foundation tends to be the most
forgiving and user-friendly while
powder is a great option for
those with oily areas they want
to spot treat. Cream foundations
provide substantial coverage
and are great for those with re-
ally dry skin.

Color

Finding a good foundation
means one that matches your
skin tone. Color-matching may
take some trial and error but
thankfully, it's easier than ever
to find your best shade. Just
remember: liquid foundation ox-
idizes over time, meaning it gets
darker after you apply it and in

the trial part comes in. Wear
your formulas for a few hours
and then check out your skin in
natural light before committing
to your color.

Coverage

Something that can immediately
ruin a foundation contender is
one that doesn’t provide enough
coverage. Luckily, finding a for-
mula with good coverage is easy

N s NN
with if you’re a light, medium or
full type. If you’re somewhere
in the middle and want to have
a naturally glowing complexion,
this hydrating foundation is a
great start.

Finish

The finish is probably the most
important quality of a good
foundation. Think about it: if the
finish is either way too sheer or

be a good look.

Staying power

A foundation that stays put is a
good foundation by our stand-
ards. There’s nothing worse than
applying your foundation in the
morning only to have it slip off
by noon. Look for clues on the
label about its staying power
and don't settle for anything less
than 8 hours of coverage (there,

with a beauty sponge, blending

Texture

the bottle so this is really where

if you know your needs. Start

way too heavy, it's not going to

we said it!).

Brigadier General Hamid Vahedi, commander of
the Army Air Force, asserted the organization’s

readiness to fulfill its duties.
“Through collaboration with domestic ind

we have ensured the provision of all necessary
parts and components, eliminating any reliance
on foreign sources,” General Vahedi declared.

The commander further announced the upcoming
convening of a congress on January 21, attended
by prominent military figures, families of fallen

[ran-India trade rises 21% m November 2025

-

1

India’s Ministry of Commerce and In-
dustry in its latest report said the value
of trade between Tehran and New Delhi
increased by 21 percent in November
2023 compared to the same month in
2022.

The trade exchange between the two
countries reached $191 million in No-
vember 2023, while the figure was re-
ported to be $158 million in the same
month of the previous year.

As reported, India’s exports to Iran
stood at $132 million in November
2023, registering a growth of 30 percent
compared to November 2022. Iranian
exports to Iran in the mentioned month

bases.
ustries,

Vahedi added.

also reached $59 million with a growth
of five percent, year on year.

In November 2022, India exported $102
million of goods to Iran and imported
$56 million from the Islamic Republic.
The two countries exchanged over $1.6
billion of products in the first 11 months
of 2023, 30 percent less than the figure
for the same period in 2022.

Iran and India trade exchanges exceed-
ed $2.291 billion during January-No-
vember 2022, the report added.

India exported $1.021 billion worth of
products to Iran in the first 11 months
of 2023, registering a 40 percent decline
compared to the same period of 2022.

martyrs, and the Speaker of the Parliament. This
event will be held simultaneously at ten Air Force

“In addition, the handwritten message of the
Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Khame-
nei will be unveiled during the congress,” General

Highlighting the Air Force’s contributions since the
victory of the Islamic Revolution, General Vahedi
noted, “Our personnel has always been at the fore-

of these heroes.

India had exported $1.685 billion worth
of products to Iran from January to No-
vember 2022.

According to the ministry, India import-
ed $588 million worth of products from
Iran between January and November
2023, while this Asian country had im-
ported $606 million worth of products
from Iran in January-November 2022.
Oil products were the major products
imported by India from Iran in this peri-
od and rice was the top product import-
ed by the Islamic Republic.

Oilseed meal, fruits, and tea were also
among India’s top exported products to
Iran during this period.

front of the defense of our nation, offering count-
less sacrifices during the Sacred Defense era.”

“The Air Force has laid down 1,257 martyrs in ser-
vice of the Islamic Revolution during the Sacred
Defense,” he emphasized, attributing the coun-
try’s current security and peace to the sacrifices

“The Air Force remains unwavering in its commit-
ment to fulfilling the orders of the Leader of the
Islamic Revolution,” General Vahedi concluded.

The United Nations Industrial De-
velopment Organization (UNIDO) in
a latest report dubbed Internation-
al Yearbook of Industrial Statistics
2023, has put the growth of Iran’s
manufacturing value added (MVA)
at 6.5 percent, placing the Islamic
Republic above 164 countries world-
wide.

The report has also put the MVA per
capita of the country in 2022 at $825,
while the figure was $712 in 2021.
According to the estimates of this in-
ternational organization, the share of
MVA in Iran’s gross domestic prod-
uct (GDP) in 2022 was 14.7 percent,
while the share of industrial products
in the country’s total exports this
year was 47.7 percent and the share
of industrial sector in the country’s
employment was estimated at 17.4
percent.

Based on the UNIDO report, among
the countries whose MVA growth is
lower than Iran in 2022, Brazil, China,
Germany, Japan, Qatar, Russia, and
the U.S. can be mentioned.
According to this report, industrial
activities that were greatly reduced in

2020 under the influence of the coro-
navirus outbreak had an admirable
revival in 2021, and in 2022 we have
witnessed the return of the growth
trend of the industrial sector to the
period before the pandemic.

In 2022, the added value of the
world’s industrial sector grew by 2.3
percent, but could not reach the 3.1
percent growth rate of the world’s
GDP this year. Industrialized econo-
mies saw relatively good industrial
growth in 2022. The added value of
industrial production in high-income
economies grew by 2.9 percent this
year, while the figure was six percent
for industrializing economies.

Iran’s industry sector also registered
a growth of 5.1 percent in the first
three months of the current Iranian
calendar year (March 21- June 21,
2023) while the country’s total eco-
nomic growth in the said quarter was
3.4 percent.

The data released by the Statistical
Center of Iran (SCI) show that the
growth rate of the industry sector in
the second quarter of the year was
also significantly positive.
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