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Export from Khorasan
Razavi rises 20% in 9
months on year

The value of export from Khorasan
Razavi province, in the northeast of
Iran, increased by 20 percent in the
first nine months of the current Ira-
nian calendar year (March 21-Dece-
mebr 21, 2023), a provincial official
announced.

Abolfazl Chamandi, the deputy gov-
ernor-general of the province for the
economic affairs coordination, said
that commodities worth $1.201 bil-
lion were exported from the province
in the mentioned nine-month period.
As previously announced by Javad
Jafari, an official with the province’s
customs department, non-oil prod-
ucts worth $1.434 billion were ex-
ported from Khorasan Razavi during
the past Iranian calendar year 1401
(ended on March 20, 2023).
Putting the weight of exported prod-
ucts at 2.222 million tons, Jafari said
that the annual export indicates 15
percent drop in weight, while 1.1 per-
cent growth in value.

He named saffron in packages of
more than 30 grams, pistachios,
steel bars, apples, and flooring as
the major exported products, and Af-
ghanistan, Turkmenistan, Tajikistan,
Uzbekistan, Iraq, and the United Arab
Emirates (UAE) as the main export
destinations.

The official further announced that
275,000 tons of non-oil goods worth
$644 million were imported to the
province in the past year, with 11 per-
cent and 20 percent growth in value
and weight, respectively.

He named mobile phone, cotton, rice,
yarn, wheat, and hot rolling machines
as the main imported items, and the
UAE, Tajikistan, Turkey, China, Paki-
stan, and Uzbekistan as the major
sources of import.

As previously announced by the
head of the Islamic Republic of Iran
Customs Administration  (IRICA),
Iran exported 101.904 million tons
of non-oil goods valued at $36.43
billion during the first nine months of
the current Iranian calendar year.
Mohammad Rezvani-Far said that the
nine-month non-oil export indicates
26.48 percent growth in weight, but
0.68 percent fall in value, year on
year.

The official also said that the coun-
try’s exports in the first nine months
of this year, including oil, electricity,
and technical and engineering servic-
es, and excluding the export via suit-
case trade, reached $63.97 billion.
Appreciating the cooperation of the
Ministries of Qil, Energy, and Indus-
try, Mining and Trade in providing
relevant statistics, he said: “It is for
the first time that the statistics of the
export of oil, electricity and technical
and engineering services along with
the export of non-oil goods are pub-
lished by the customs. This govern-
ment action is aimed at transparency
in the performance of foreign trade.”
The IRICA head put the value of the
export of oil at $26.46 billion, elec-
tricity at $300 million, and technical
and engineering services at $780 mil-
lion in the nine-month period.
Rezvani-Far further announced that
Iran has imported 28.7 million tons
of goods worth $48.42 billion in the
first nine months of the present year,
of which $60 million was the value of
electricity import.

The nine-month import indicates
12.29 percent rise in value and six
percent growth in weight, year on
year, he added.

He named China, Irag, the United
Arab Emirates (UAE), Turkey, and
India as the major export destina-
tions of Iranian goods in the said
time span, and the UAE, China, Tur-
key, Germany, and India as the main
sources of import.

The IRICA head said that the value
of Iran’s trade rose seven percent
during the first nine months of the
current Iranian calendar year, as
compared to the same period of time
in the past year.
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[ran welcomes forergn, domestic mvestment in free, special economic zones
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The Secretary of Iran’s Free Zones
High Council Hojatollah Abdol-
maleki has invited domestic and
foreign investors to participate in
the country’s development pro-
jects in free and special economic
zones, the news portal of Iranian
free zones (Freena) reported.
Speaking at the opening cere-
mony of an exhibition on Iran’s
export capabilities to Pakistan
which was held in Chabahar Port
on Wednesday, Abdolmaleki stat-
ed that more than $16 billion of
investment has been attracted in
Iran’s free and special econom-
ic zones since the beginning of
the current Iranian calendar year
(March 21, 2023).

According to the official, 15 per-
cent of the mentioned invest-
ments are made by foreign inves-
tors and 85 percent by domestic
entities.

Abdolmaleki said Iran is offer-
ing 1,000 investment packages
worth 20 billion euros, to foreign
and domestic investors that are
willing to participate in free and
special economic zones’ develop-

ment projects.

On December 5, 2023, Abdol-
maleki had announced that 1,000
investment packages worth nine
quadrillion rials (about €20 bil-
lion) have been prepared to be of-
fered to investors in the country’s
free and special economic zones.
Speaking to the press on the side-
lines of the Second Eurasian Eco-
nomic Union (EAEU) Exclusive
Exhibition, the official said: “The
preparation of investment pro-
jects to introduce the country’s
free and special economic zones
to international economic opera-
tors and investors was put on the
agenda since the beginning of the
current [lranian calendar] year
(late March 2023).”

“Investment projects are consid-
ered as a tool to introduce the
opportunities and advantages of
investment in the country’s free
and special economic zones to
the economic operators. The pre-
liminary studies of each of these
projects have been done, the in-
frastructure has been provided
and the necessary licenses have
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been issued,” Abdolmaleki ex-
plained.

According to the official, the men-
tioned investment packages have
been unveiled in four stages since
the beginning of the current Irani-
an calendar year, the last of which
worth 2.5 quadrillion rials (about
$5.0 billion) was presented in the
EAEU exclusive exhibition.
Abdolmaleki noted that over 370
trillion rials (about $740 million)
of investment has been attracted
in the country’s free and special
economic zones in the current
year and investors have also ap-
plied to invest 4.3 quadrillion rials
(about $8.6 billion) in 1,400 pro-
jects based in seven different free
zones across the country.

The secretary of the Free Zones
High Council emphasized that
these zones are considered as
poles of the economic progress,
adding: “Free and special eco-
nomic zones are frontiers of the
country’s international econo-
my and more than a third of the
country’s non-oil exports was
done from these zones.

On December 8, 2023, Abdolmal-
eki outlined 10 new strategies to
increase investment and export
in the country’s free and special
€C0NOMic Zones.

He made the remarks in a meet-
ing with the deputy heads of the
country’s free zones on the side-
lines of the second EAEU Exclu-
sive exhibition in Tehran.

The official stated that the men-
tioned strategies mainly focus on
a network of cooperation among
the investment and economic
departments of the country’s free
Z0Nes.

“Joint marketing between the free
zones in the fields of income, in-
vestment, logistics, and export is
the main purpose of the said net-
work,” he explained.
Implementing a comprehensive
plan for developing logistics and
re-export from free zones by us-
ing the capacities of combined
transport and transit among free
zones is another part of the men-
tioned strategies, the official said.
“The third strategy is the use of
the capacity of international or-
ganizations and agreements such
as the Eurasian Economic Union.
Shanghai, BRICS, ECO, etc.,” he
added.

The official stated that identifying
the advantages and distinctive
features of free zones and intro-
ducing them to each other to ben-
efit from the relative advantages
of each zone in the network struc-
ture is another part of the men-
tioned coordinated strategies.
“The fifth strategy is to use the
passenger goods model to max-
imize the income of free zone or-
ganizations and the sixth strategy,
is to attend exhibitions and do-
mestic and international business
events to introduce the invest-
ment opportunities of free zones
in line with the continuation of the
path taken this year,” Abdolmaleki
said.

Production of home appliances in Iran rises 100%

The seventh strategy would be
to determine a supply chain of
goods among free zones in such
a way that goods are exchanged,
sold, or supplied in a cooperative
network, the official said, adding:
“using China’s One Belt One Road
plan with a focus on free zones,
determining a comprehensive
tourism network of free and spe-
cial zones to outline the common
interests and goals are the eighth
and ninth parts of this program;
and monetary, banking, and fi-
nancial cooperation in the form
of drawing up a cooperation style
sheet to finance construction pro-
jects and investment is the tenth
strategy.”

The establishment of free trade
zones (FTZs) in Iran dates back
to the Iranian calendar year 1368
(March 1989 - March 1990) fol-
lowing the fall in the country’s
oil income in the preceding year
which prompted the government
to promote non-oil exports.

The first two free trade zones
of Iran were established in the
south of the country. The first
one was Kish Free Trade Zone es-
tablished in 1368 on Kish Island
in the Persian Gulf and the sec-
ond one was Qeshm Free Trade
Zone established the year after
on Qeshm Island in the Strait of
Hormuz.

Some five other free trade zones
have been also established in
the country since then, including
Chabahar in southeastern Sis-
tan-Baluchestan  Province, Ar-
vand in southwestern Khuzestan
Province, Anzali in northern Gilan
Province, Aras in East-Azarbai-
jan  Province and Maku in
West-Azarbaijan Province, both in
the northwest of the country.

The development of existing free
trade zones and the establishment
of new FTZs has become one of
the major economic approaches
of the Iranian government.

The head of the Association of Home
Appliances Manufacturers in Iran
said that over the past few years, the
production of home appliances has
increased from eight million units to
more than 17 million units

Alireza Mohammadi Daniali made the

remarks on Tuesday, saying that the
industry has expanded by 25 percent,
IRNA reported.

Mentioning some of the challenges that
manufacturers of home appliances are
currently facing, the official said: “Pro-
ducers have problems such as man-

dated pricing, lack of liquidity, lack of
foreign currency supply, and exports,
which need to be addressed and re-
solved.”

The home appliance industry is one of
the industries that faced significant pro-
duction growth in the past few years, so

it can be said that Iranian manufacturers
were able to take a significant share of
the market in the production of refrig-
erators, freezers, washing machines,
evaporative coolers, and TV sets, and
even in small household appliances, the
production status is outstanding.

Tran’s petchem mdustry welcomes but doesn’t wait for foreion mvestment

The head of Iran’s National Petrochem-
ical Company (NPC) said on Tuesday
the country’s industry welcomes for-
eign investment but does not wait for
foreign companies’ participation to
pursue its development projects, NIP-
NA reported.

Delivering a speech during a ceremony
to celebrate the 50th establishment an-
niversary of Bandar Imam Petrochemi-
cal Complex in Mahshahr, a city in the
southwestern province of Khuzestan,
Morteza Shahmirzaei said a compre-
hensive roadmap for completing the
petrochemical industry’s value chain
according to the existing upstream
feeds will be finalized and presented
within the next month so that with its
implementation, Iran’s petrochemical
industry will reach its real position in
the world.

The official has previously said that
completing the value chain is not a mot-
to, while it is a top agenda of the NPC’s
activities, it is a program and a duty.
Referring to the rapid development of
the petrochemical industry from basic
products to the end of the value chain
in the 13th government, Morteza Shah-
Mirzaei reiterated: “Completing the
value chain of the petrochemical in-
dustry is not a slogan; As an inviolable
strategy, it is a task, plan and duty that
my colleagues are following up with all

1

their efforts.”

The official further put the country’s
petrochemical production capacity at
over 92 million tons, and said: “Today
we are almost self-sufficient in the main
petrochemical sectors including prod-
ucts and equipment.”

Iran’s petrochemical industry accounts
for 28 percent of the region’s petro-
chemical capacity and 2.7 percent of
the world’s petrochemical capacity, the
NPC head announced.

Stating that Iran’s petrochemical in-
dustry exported more than 16 billion
dollars of petrochemical products to
the world markets last year, he added
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that the products supplied to the world
markets are in excess of the domestic
demand, because the priority of the
petrochemical industry is to meet the
domestic needs in order to complete
the value chain.

He pointed to the development of en-
ergy diplomacy in the 13th government
and said the activity program in off-
shore petrochemical industries is being
followed seriously and good successes
have been achieved in this regard. With
the expansion of relations with neigh-
boring and aligned countries, other
countries have demanded the supply
of catalysts, equipment and machinery

from Iran.

It should be announced that before the
above-mentioned press conference,
seven cooperation documents worth
$58 million were signed between the
Petrochemical Special Economic Zone
Organization and domestic companies
in order to deal with the sanctions and
develop the knowledge-based economy
and complete the petrochemical value
chain.

The petrochemical industry plays a
crucial role in Iran’s non-oil economy,
as petrochemical export is the sec-
ond-largest source of revenue for the
country after crude oil. Petrochemical
exports already constitute nearly 33
percent of the country’s non-oil ex-
ports.

According to Shahmirzaei, the com-
pany plans to increase its annual pet-
rochemical production capacity to 200
million tons over the next 10 years.

In this regard, Iranian Qil Minister Javad
0ji said that more than 100 petrochem-
ical projects with a total investment of
about $70 billion have been defined and
will be implemented across the country.
Oji noted that the country will also be
completely self-sufficient in producing
the catalysts used in the petrochemical
industry by the end of the current gov-
ernment administration’s incumbency
(August 2025).

x:%%@

Saturday, January 20, 2024 - No: 1526

ISFAHAN NEWS

Iran defends coun-
terterrorism efforts
against Takfiri,
Israeli targets

The UN representative for Iran has
defended the nation’s recent coun-
terterrorism efforts, which have
targeted the bases of Takfiri terror-
ists in Syria and anti-Iranian terror
groups in Iraq with ties to Israel.
Amir Saeid Iravani, Iran’s perma-
nent representative to the United
Nations, made the remarks in a
letter addressed to the world body’s
Security Council on Tuesday.
According to the ambassador, the
actions were carried out in accord-
ance with the Islamic Republic’s
“inherent right of self-defense un-
der international law and the United
Nations Charter.”

The full text of the letters from the
Iranian ambassador to the UN is as
follows:

Upon instructions from my Gov-
ernment, and further to our letter
dated 3 January 2024 (S5/2024/14),
| wish to inform you that the Islam-
ic Republic of Iran, as one of the
main victims of terrorism, has, in
the exercise of its inherent right of
self-defense under international law
and the Charter of the United Na-
tions, undertaken anti-terrorist op-
erations. These operations include
targeted attacks against the bases
and facilities of terrorist groups
situated in Syria and Iraqg. In this
regard, | would like to emphasize
the following:

1) In the early hours of 16 January
2024, the simultaneous anti-terror-
ism operations were carried out by
the firing of several ballistic mis-
siles, precisely targeting facilities
of Daesh and Hayat Tahrir al-Sham,
two designated terrorist organiza-
tions, in Idlib and the region under
occupation of the terrorist group in
the northeast of the Syrian Arab Re-
public. Additionally, an intelligence
unit used by anti-Iranian terrorist
groups associated with the Israeli
regime in Erbil, Iragi Kurdistan Re-
gion, was targeted. The facility has
served as a base for intelligence
and sabotage operations in Iran.
2) Iran’s anti-terrorism operations
undertaken in response to the
recent heartbreaking terrorist at-
tacks in Kerman, Iran on 3 January
2024 resulted in the martyrdom
of over 100 innocent civilians, in-
cluding children and women, with
many others sustaining injuries
(S/2024/14). The Daesh-affiliat-
ed groups claimed responsibility.
Fortunately, the reprehensible at-
tacks in Kerman received strong
and unanimous condemnation by
the members of the UN Security
Council.

3) The operations were necessary
and proportionate, precisely target-
ing bases of terrorist groups and
fully respecting Iran’s international
obligations, especially international
humanitarian law.

4) The Islamic Republic of Iran re-
iterates, once again, its unwavering
commitment to fully respect the na-
tional sovereignty, independence,
unity, and territorial integrity of the
Republic of Irag and the Syrian Arab
Republic. As a responsible member
of the United Nations, the Islamic
Republic of Iran reaffirms its adher-
ence to the purposes and principles
of the Charter of the United Na-
tions. Furthermore, Iran reiterates
its inherent rights, as recognized by
international law, to safeguard its
sovereignty, national security, and
its citizens against any threats or
attacks. This commitment reflects
Iran’s resolve to protect its interests
and maintain peace and security
within its borders.

| would be grateful if you would cir-
culate the present letter as a docu-
ment of the Security Council.
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Iran condemns
Pakistan’s drone
attack, calls the
move unbalanced
and unacceptable

Iran’s foreign ministry issued
a statement on Thursday af-
ternoon saying it condemns
Pakistan’s “unbalanced” and
“unacceptable” move in mak-
ing drone attacks on the border
area.

Pakistan made drone attacks
on a border village inside Iran
on Thursday morning, killing
nine people, all Pakistani citi-
zens.

Alireza Marhamati, the deputy
governor of Iran’s Sistan-Bal-
uchestan province, said about
4:00 am local time three drones
attacked a border village in the
Saravan region which led to
destruction of 4 homes and
10 deaths. The deputy gov-
ernor said all those killed are
Pakistani nationals. Earlier, the
[ranian interior minister said
the attack had happened 3 to 4
kilometers from the border with
Pakistan.

“The Islamic Republic of Iran,
while being committed to the
policy of good neighborliness
and brotherhood between the
two nations and two govern-
ments of Iran and Pakistan,
does not allow foes to strain
good and brotherly relations
between the two countries,” the
Foreign Ministry said in part of
its statement.

The ministry went on to say
that Iran considers “the securi-
ty of the people and territorial
integrity of the country as its
red line and seriously expects
the friendly and brotherly gov-
ernment of Pakistan to fulfill its
commitment to prevent terror-
ist groups” to use “Pakistan’s
soil” as their bases.
Pakistan’s drone raids on the
border village took place after
Iran attacked the headquarters
of Jaish ul-Adl, an Iranian ter-
rorist group, in Pakistan’s bor-
der province of Balochistan on
Tuesday night with drones and
missiles.

The ministry said the border
post of the Islamic Revolution
Guards Corps (IRGC) in the
province of Sistan-Baluchestan
attacked Jaish ul-Adl head-
quarters on Tuesday as it was
observing a terrorist group was
heading toward Iran to carry
out another terrorist attack like
the one that happened in the
border city of Rask in mid-De-
cember last year in which 11
Iranian police officers were
killed.

“The preemptive operation
against this terrorist group...
took place in the heights of the
region and kilometers away
from residential areas,” the
statement added.

The ministry said this is “part
of the inherent duty of Iran’s
border guards in countering
any imminent terrorist threat
against the citizens of the coun-
try.”

At the end, the Iranian Foreign
Ministry insisted that it “makes
adistinction between the friend-
ly and brotherly country of Pa-
kistan and the armed terrorist
groups and is always commit-
ted to its policy of neighborli-
ness and doesn’t allow the foes
and their terrorist mercenaries
to strain this relationship espe-
cially at a time that the Zionist
regime’s genocide and crimes
(against the people of Palestine
in Gaza) are the foremost issue
of the Islamic world.”
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TEDPIX drops
990 points on

Economic

Wednesday

TEDPIX, the main index of the
Tehran Stock Exchange (TSE),
lost 990 points (0.05 percent) to
2,185,979 on Wednesday, which

is the fifth day of Iranian calenda
week.

TSE is one of the four Iranian stock

exchanges, and the most impor-
tant one. The other three ones are
Iran Mercantile Exchange (IME),
Iran Energy Exchange (IREN-
r  EX), and Iran’s over-the-counter
(OTC) market, known as Iran Fara
Bourse (IFB).

How to Reduce
Sde effects of most
commonly used Drugs

Source:

By:

“For every drug that benefits a patient,
there is a natural substance that can
achieve the same effect.”

Then why is it that drugs have be-
come our first choice and not herbs?
Well, the answer is obvious, in today’s
fast-paced life we all want immediate
results and while, some herbs do give
immediate results for simple ailments,
more serious ailments call for a longer
treatment with herbs which most peo-
ple don’t have the patience for. Also, at
times the harm done is so extensive
that we do need immediate results.
But, the biggest problem with allopath-
ic medicines is their side effects, they

might cure your ailment, but they more
often than not, leave you with another
one, resulting in the Doctor prescrib-
ing you another drug to reduce the
side effect. This can sometimes be-
come a vicious cycle.

From my personal experience, | un-
derstand that even though medication,
long-term or temporary, sometimes
is a necessity but, having further pre-
scription drugs to counter the side
effects of medications can usually be
avoided by adopting simple home rem-
edies instead.

So what are the most commonly oc-
curring side effects of most allopathic
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medications?

Hyperacidity, constipation, diarrhoea,
nausea, Abdominal cramps, water
retention, oral ulcers, weight gain,
weight loss, bone and joint pains, hair
fall, High blood pressure, liver toxicity,
kidney toxicity, drowsiness and, even
hallucinations.

So let us learn a few tips to keep in
mind whenever on medication.

1. Know your medicine— don’t blindly
accept whatever the Doctor has pre-
scribed, without counter questions. In-
quire about the side effect so that you
are aware if it ever occurs, check the
dosage too, and always make sure to

ask your Doctor for the minimum dose
required.

2. WATER, WATER, WATER- Keep
yourself hydrated, side effects occur
because all oral medicines affect our
whole body and not just the affected
part. So drinking adequate water helps
in flushing out the toxins present in
drugs.

3. Supplementation — Most drugs
along with the ailment deplete our
body’s vitamin and mineral stores, in
turn leading to the side effects. So,
why not replenish our vitamin stores
instead of treating the symptom alone.
Supplementation also helps in a quick-

[ran’s Raist lauds IRGU for promoting peace, security

er recovery.
Now; | know what my colleagues would
be thinking “How can a nutritionist say
take supplementation, instead of trying
to get essential micronutrients through
food?? “

Yes, like most nutritionists | do agree
that healthy eating can keep giving us
all the essential micronutrients that we
need and that supplementation gives
us synthetic vitamins and minerals
which are not equally effective. But,
the rules are changed when on med-
ication, and to make up for the fast
depletion and to prevent simple side
effects, supplementation is key.

Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi has commended the
Islamic Revolution Guard Corps (IRGC) for its unwa-
vering commitment to peace and security in the region.
In a speech on Wednesday, Raisi also praised the
efforts of all Iranian military, law enforcement, and
security forces who tirelessly work day and night to

safeguard the country’s security.

Raisi underscored the importance of maintaining se-
curity as a cornerstone of national stability, empha-
sizing that Iran’s enemies are constantly striving to

undermine its security and stability.

He highlighted the recent atrocities committed by the
Israeli regime in the Gaza Strip, noting that despite the
overwhelming support it receives from the U.S. and
other Western countries, Israel has failed to achieve its
goals of suppressing Palestinian resistance and sepa-
rating the people from their legitimate struggle.
“Despite the comprehensive support it receives, the
Tel Aviv regime has achieved nothing but the killing
of thousands of innocent civilians, including women

Power plants with 20005 capacity built by

idustrial sector to go ope

o

Generation, Distribution, and Transmis-
sion Company (known as Tavanir) has
said 2,000 megawatts (MW) of power
plants built by the country’s major indus-
tries are going to go operational by the
end of the next Iranian calendar year (late
March 2025).

Mostafa Rajabi Mashhadi said the indus-
trial sector has so far built power plants
with a total capacity of 850 MW across
the country to meet their electricity needs
during the summer’s peak consumption
period, IRNA reported.

According to the new Tavanir head, the
government has set a goal to also in-
crease the capacity of the country’s ther-
mal power plants by 10,000 MW by the
end of the current government incumben-
cy (August 2025) of which so far 8,500
MW has been realized.

The official noted that the country’s elec-
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tricity consumption increases by four to
five megawatts each year that is one per-
cent annually, and to meet this increasing
demand every year the capacity of the
country’s power plants should increase
by 5,000 MW.

In July 2021, the Iranian Industry, Min-
ing, and Trade Ministry signed a memo-
randum of understanding (MOU) with the
Energy Ministry for constructing power
plants for big industries.

Later in November of that year, Energy
Minister Ali-Akbar Mehrabian announced
that the construction of 10,000 MW ca-
pacity power plants was started by var-
ious industrial sectors, saying: “Four
major industries have started their work
in the field of power plant construction.
Based on the contract concluded with
these industries, the said industries will
not be provided with electricity from
the national grid if they cannot deliver

Fational next year

-

the power plants based on the specified
schedule.”

The first power plant unit constructed
by the Iranian industrial sector went op-
erational in Semnan Province in August
2022.

Over the past decade, constant tempera-
ture rises and the significant decrease in
rainfalls across Iran have put the country
in a hard situation regarding electricity
supply during peak consumption periods.
In this regard, the Energy Ministry has
been following new programs to meet the
country’s power demand during peak pe-
riods and to prevent outages.
Constructing new units in the country’s
power plants and also building new pow-
er plants for major industries are among
the mentioned programs that are being
pursued seriously by the ministry in col-
laboration with other related government
entities.

and children,” Raisi asserted, saying, “Their efforts to
uproot the resistance and divide the people from their
defenders have been met with unwavering resilience
and resistance.”

The Iranian president reiterated Iran’s unwavering
support for the Palestinian people and their right to
self-determination, expressing solidarity with the Pal-
estinian resistance.

In the end, he condemned Israel’s blatant disregard for
international law and human rights.

()

In a phone call with his Pakistani
counterpart on Wednesday, Iran’s
Foreign Minister Hossein Amir Ab-
dollahian emphasized that Tehran
attaches great significance to the
security of its neighbor countries
including Pakistan.

The top Iranian diplomat told Jalil
Abbas Jilani that “the sovereignty
and territorial integrity of Pakistan”
is extremely important to Iran. He,
however, noted that Iran cannot sit
idly by and let vicious terrorists spill
the blood of its innocent civilians.
“The group we targeted has claimed
responsibility for several terrorist
attacks on Iranian soil. No Pakistani
civilians were targeted in this opera-
tion,” Amir Abdollahian stated.

The Iranian foreign minister also
hoped for the continuation of dia-
logue between the two countries,
saying the exchange of views
should continue based on mutual
interest and must lead to stronger
security cooperation.

The Pakistani foreign minister, for
his part, underscored the histor-
ic ties between Iran and Pakistan,

A

while pointing out the two nations’
long-lasting endeavors in combat-
ting terrorism.

He also listed the numerous areas
of cooperation between the two
countries and requested the Iranian
side to provide information related
to terrorist groups on Pakistani soil
for cooperation between the two
countries.

Jilani emphasized that Islamabad
expects the confrontation with ter-
rorist groups in Pakistan to be car-
ried out by Pakistani forces.

In December, a terrorist attack on a
southeastern police station in Iran
left 11 guards killed and 6 others
injured. The Pakistan-based Jaish
al-Adl terrorist group took respon-
sibility for the attack. The headquar-
ters of the Jaish al-Adl were pound-
ed by a barrage of Iranian missiles
on Tuesday, which destroyed the
group’s terror infrastructure.

Iran says it officially asked Pakistan
numerous times to rein in the ter-
rorists in the past years, but Islama-
bad has not done enough to combat
the group.
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