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‘Tehran-Kabul ties
on winning streak’

Amir Khan Muttaqi, Taliban’s act-
ing Foreign Minister has charac-
terized relations between Kabul
and Tehran as progressing to-
wards growth.

The deputy spokesperson for Af-
ghanistan’s Foreign Ministry, Hafiz
Zia Ahmad Takal, quoted Muttaqi
on his X account on Saturday.
Muttagi has made the remarks
during his meeting with an Iranian
media delegation in Kabul.
According to the spokesperson,
Muttagi stated at the meeting that
Afghanistan and Iran have bright
futures.

Muttaqi has referred to Iran as Af-
ghanistan’s good neighbor, as the
spokesperson pointed out.

Takal indicated that the two sides
also discussed the situation in
Afghanistan and the Taliban’s for-
eign policy.

In a meeting with Muttagi, in
Tehran on Sunday, Hossein Amir
Abdollahian, the Foreign Min-
ister of Iran, said that Afghani-
stan has to take practical steps
to address the current issues,
such as water sharing and bor-
der security, between the two
nations.

He pointed out that Tehran and
Kabul have established significant
ties in @ number of areas and ex-
pressed hope that the acting Tal-
iban government in Afghanistan
would work with Tehran to find
practical solutions to some of its
current issues.

The senior Iranian diplomat also
pointed to a recent meeting in
Tehran in favor of Palestine and
praised the Afghan delegation, led
by Muttaqi, for its active involve-
ment in the gathering.

He also discussed developments
in the besieged Gaza Strip and
encouraged all Muslim and free-
dom-seeking countries to assist
the Palestinian people in the face
of the genocidal atrocities being
committed by the occupying Is-
raeli regime.

In a Sunday meeting with Irani-
an Ambassador to Afghanistan
Hassan Kazemi Qomi, Muttaqi
reiterated the need for dialogue
and understanding to address the
bilateral issues between Afghani-
stan and Iran.

The Iranian envoy underscored
Tehran’s support for the current
Afghan government, stating that
Iran had staunchly defended Af-
ghanistan’s position during a re-
cent Doha meeting.

Qomi also emphasized the im-
portance of managing the shared
border between the two nations
through close coordination.
Muttaqi, for his part, emphasized
the enduring and amicable ties
between the two countries and
advocated for the resumption of
Afghan prisoner transfers and the
facilitation of Afghan visa issu-
ance procedures.

He echoed the sentiment that di-
alogue and mutual understanding
would pave the way for resolving
the existing bilateral matters.
The meeting also reportedly
delved into the topic of Helmand
River water rights, highlighting
the need for a collaborative ap-
proach to address this shared re-
source management issue.
These discussions underscore the
ongoing efforts by Afghanistan
and Iran to foster constructive re-
lations and address the concerns
that arise between the two neigh-
boring nations.
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Sentor Egyptian official antlelpates [, Eoypt exchangimg amhassadors soon

After decades of estrangement,
Egypt and Iran are poised to
fully restore diplomatic ties
and swap ambassadors in the
near future, according to a
high-ranking Egyptian official.
Rakha Ahmad Hassan, a mem-
ber of the Egyptian Council for
Foreign Affairs, stated that an
ambassadorial swap is proba-
bly going to occur soon.

He made the remarks in an in-
terview with Russia’s Sputnik
news agency on Friday.

He noted that ties between Cai-
ro and Tehran have reached a
new height with Iranian Pres-
ident Ebrahim Raisi congratu-
lating his Egyptian counterpart
Abdel Fattah el-Sisi on his
recent victory in Egypt’s presi-
dential elections.

This month, Hassan stated that
the two heads of state spoke
over the phone on a number
of topics, including the rees-
tablishment of diplomatic re-
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lations and the ongoing events
in the Gaza Strip and the Red
Sea.

On December 23, Raisi and
El-Sisi agreed to “resolve” the
remaining issues between the
two countries.

As subsequently reported by
the Iranian president’s website,
Raisi congratulated el-Sisi for
winning Egypt’s latest pres-
idential elections during the
phone call.

He also called on Cairo “to use
all its capacities to stop the Zi-
onist regime’s attacks on Gaza,
start providing aid, and fulfill
the rights of the people of Pal-
estine.”

The Egyptian leader, for his
part, expressed his satisfaction
with the opportunity to speak
to Raisi, adding that “Iran and
Egypt can play an effective role
in establishing stability and se-
curity in the region due to their
high historical and civilizational
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position and having diverse ca-
pacities.”

In recent months, Iran and
Egypt have been working to
cultivate a closer relationship
and heal longstanding rifts.
Iranian Foreign Minister Hos-
sein Amir Abdollahian and his
Egyptian counterpart Sameh
Shoukry convened on Septem-
ber 20 during the 78th session
of the United Nations General
Assembly in New York.

Iranian ~ Foreign ~ Ministry
spokesman Nasser Kanaani
hailed the meeting as a pivotal
moment in Tehran-Cairo rela-
tions, marking a positive step
within Iran’s regional diploma-
cy initiatives.

In addition to diplomatic en-
gagements, Iran’s Finance Min-
ister Ensan Khandouzi met with
his Egyptian counterpart during
a visit to Cairo in September.
Both officials reached an agree-
ment to establish a committee

for overseeing joint projects.
“The current level of relations
between the two countries in-
dicates that the exchange of
ambassadors is imminent. Lat-
est remarks by Oman’s ruler,
Sultan Haitham bin Tarik, also
suggest that efforts are being
made in the region in this re-
gard as he touched on the mat-
ter and the consequences that
the rapprochement could bring
about,” the senior Egyptian of-
ficial noted.

He underlined that the cycle of
resolving regional issues will be
completed by the restoration of
diplomatic ties between Egypt
and Iran, particularly in light of
the recent measures to settle
the Yemeni crisis and the rap-
prochement between Riyadh
and Tehran.

Hassan emphasized that Iran’s
more active involvement in the
Arab world will boost com-
mercial interaction with Arab
nations while also advancing
stability and prosperity in the
region.

Back in August, Chairman of
the Egyptian Council for For-
eign Affairs noted that Cairo
does not require mediation to
fully reestablish diplomatic ties
with Iran.

Speaking with the Arab World
Press (AWP), Mohamed el-Ora-
bi said that Cairo and Tehran
are still in communication, but
it is not necessary for them to
be broadcast.

“It is very simple, it should
not become complicated; Teh-
ran-Cairo relations will be fully
restored eventually, but Egypt
has its reservations,” el-Orabi
noted.

The announcement comes
amid rumors that the two re-

Over 10.5m cellphones imported in 9 months

gional powerhouses are hold-
ing behind-the-scenes talks
and would soon reopen their
respective embassies.

El-Orabi further noted that
Egypt and Iran maintain on-
going diplomatic relations that
have not been broken.

But when it comes to the re-es-
tablishment of relationships, he
said, “determining factors” that
are “unique in essence” should
be taken into account.

“Iran is an active country in
the region, and rapprochement
with it is linked to other issues
like the status quo in Yemen,
Syria, and Lebanon,” the senior
Egyptian official stressed.

He emphasized that while it is
challenging to set a specific
timetable for the restoration of
Egypt-Iran ties, progress might
be made if any of the aforemen-
tioned concerns were to be re-
solved.

Egypt severed its diplomatic
ties with Iran in 1980 following
its welcoming of the deposed
Pahlavi ruler and its recognition
of the apartheid Israeli regime.
Presently, discussions are
underway between the two re-
gional heavyweights regarding
the potential reopening of their
respective embassies in lrag.
Nevertheless, there are reports
indicating that the Israeli re-
gime is exerting pressure on
Egypt to refrain from re-estab-
lishing ties with Iran.

According to Israel’s Yedioth
Ahronoth  daily newspaper,
Israeli delegates have purport-
edly undertaken covert visits to
Cairo in an attempt to dissuade
the government of President
el-Sisi from reciprocating steps
to restore diplomatic relations
with Iran.

Over 10.545 million cell phones worth
$2.237 billion were imported into the
country in the first nine months of the
current Iranian calendar year (March
21-December 21), according to the
head of the Islamic Republic of Iran

Customs Administration (IRICA).

Mohammad Rezvanifar said, of the to-
tal imported phones, 10,179,860 worth
$2,025,262,000 were imported into the
country by commercial importers and
365,668 phones worth $212.493 mil-

lion were imported by passengers.

Customs statistics show that the im-
port of mobile phones in the previous
Iranian year 1401 (ended on March
20) was 14,315,000 units, of which
13,764,000 units were imported com-

mercially and 550,000 units were im-
ported by passengers.

Also, the value of the mobile phone
imports by commercial companies in
1401 was $2.871 billion and by pas-
sengers was $346.73 million.

‘Israel assassinated Irantan general out ol rige ﬂfter repeated sethacks

According to Iran’s Foreign Minister
Hossein Amir Abdollahian, the Is-
raeli regime assassinated Brigadier
General Seyyed Razi Mousavi, a key
military aide, out of rage over the re-
gime’s military, political, and security
setbacks.

Over the span of more than 80 days,
the lIsraeli regime has experienced
two setbacks. Referring to Operation
Al-Agsa Storm, which the Palestin-
ian Hamas Resistance Movement
launched against the regime from
Gaza, the foreign minister declared
on Saturday that “the first defeat was
on October 7 when Israel collapsed in
terms of politics and security in every
sense of the word.”

Speaking on the sidelines of a cere-
mony in Tehran to remember Seyyed
Razi Mousavi, a top advisor in Iran’s
Islamic Revolution Guards Corps
who was assassinated in an Israeli
bombing in Syria’s capital Damascus
on December 25, Amir Abdollahian
underlined, “The regime has suffered
a military setback as a result of the
resistance in Gaza.”

The top diplomat praised the martyr
for his “honest efforts to fight terror-
ism and Zionism” and achieve maxi-
mum security at the national and re-
gional levels, adding that his path will
certainly continue.

“In an unjust manner, the criminal
Zionist regime assassinated him,” he
said, adding, “However, this assassi-
nation will not deter the Islamic Re-
public of Iran from pursuing its goal
of ensuring maximum security in our

bl

country and in the region; rather, it
will strengthen our resolve.”

In a statement on Thursday, Hamas
vehemently denounced Israel’s as-
sassination of General Mousavi.

The group said that “the assassina-
tion of General Razi Mousavi by the
Zionist enemy in Syria is a cowardly
crime and aggression, as well as a vi-
olation of the sovereignty of the Arab
country.”

“We offer our condolences to the Is-
lamic Revolution Guards Corps and
emphasize that the enemy’s crimes
inside and outside Palestine will not
succeed in breaking the will of our
people and nation and suppressing
our resistance,” it added.

According to an IRGC statement is-
sued on Monday, Gen. Mousavi was
assassinated in an Israeli “missile
attack.”

The same day, lranian President
Ebrahim Raisi sent a message saying
that Israel “will certainly pay for this
crime.”

Islamic Jihad, another Gaza-based
resistance group, vowed that Israel
could expect a strong retaliation to
its “cowardly” assassination of Gen.
Mousavi.

Islamic Jihad maintained in a state-
ment that the general had played a
critical role in helping regional resist-
ance groups as well as the Palestinian
nation, resistance, and cause.

“The occupying regime’s dirty assas-
sination operation proves once again
that this criminal regime contam-
inates the entire region and its only
job is to shed blood and spread mur-
der and crimes,” it added.

Based on the Popular Front for
the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP),

Mousavi was assassinated with “di-
rect coordination and participation of
the U.S. and the West.”

“This crime will have no result other
than escalating attacks by the resist-
ance against the Zionist regime and
its mercenaries in the region,” it said
in a statement.

It went on to add, “We will never al-
low the occupying, criminal and cow-
ardly enemy to feel safe and stable
in the region. It must always live in
terror and panic and await the next
response.”

Speaking on Wednesday, Major Gen-
eral Hossein Salami, the command-
er of the Islamic Revolution Guards
Corps (IRGC), called General Mousa-
vi “a unique and reliable” person who
had permanently supported the entire
resistance front.

General Salami highlighted martyr
Mousavi’s influence on the govern-
ments and armies of the host coun-
tries.

“Martyr Mousavi is a brave and un-
known commander, but famous
and shining in the sky. And he had
amazing effects during more than 3
decades and almost 37 years of em-
igration in Syria and Lebanon,” the
general added.

He added, “I offer my congratulations
and condolences on the martyrdom
of the loyal comrade of Hajj Qassem
Soleimani.”

As per General Salami, the enemy has
used all its talent and resources to
destroy the face and image of Iranian
society.
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Loading, unload-
ing of goods in
ports up 6% in9
months on year

The loading and unloading
of goods in the ports of Iran
increased by 6.1 percent in
the first nine months of the
present Iranian calendar year
(March 21-December 21), as
compared to the same period
in the past year, the country’s
Ports and Maritime Organiza-
tion (PMO) announced.

As the PMO reported,
172,767,051 tons of com-
modities were loaded and
unloaded in the ports during
the nine-month period.
During the said period, load-
ing and unloading opera-
tions in the container sector
reached 1,917,354 TEUs,
which was 4.3 percent more
than the figure of the same
time span in the previous
year.

Based on the data previously
released by the Transport and
Urban Development Ministry,
the loading and unloading
of goods in the ports of Iran
rose 17 percent during the
previous Iranian calendar
year 1400 (ended on March
20), as compared to the
preceding year.

The ministry’s data show that
the loading and unloading of
goods in the country’s ports
reached 152.91 million tons
in the previous Iranian cal-
endar year, while the figure
stood at 130.69 million tons
in the preceding year.
During the said year, loading
and unloading operations in
the container sector reached
2.1 million TEUs with a
weight of 24.57 million tons,
which was 13.5 percent more
than the 1.85 million TEUs
in the Iranian calendar year
1399, the report said.

The loading and unloading
of goods during the previous
year also grew by 12.8 per-
cent in the dry bulk sector,
while in the liquid bulk sector,
the figure increased by 12.6
percent, in the general cargo
sector rose by 13.1 percent,
and in the oil sector grew by
22.5 percent.

While Iran is combating the
U.S. unilateral sanctions on
its economy, the country’s
ports as the major gates of
exports and imports play a
significant role in this battle.
This role makes all-out sup-
port to ports and more devel-
opment of them serious and
vital.

Such necessity has led the
government to define pro-
jects for more development
of the ports and also take
some measures to encourage
investment making in ports,
in addition to facilitating the
loading and unloading of
goods, especially basic com-
modities, there.

It is worth mentioning that
Iran’s Ports and Maritime Or-
ganization has defined a high
number of projects to devel-
op and improve the country’s
ports, as the country aims
to double the capacity of its
ports in five years.
According to the PMO, the
capacity of the country’s
ports has increased from 180
million tons in the Iranian
calendar year 1392 (ended in
March 2014) to 250 million
tons in 1399 (ended in March
2021).
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Iran among world’s
top agro-food
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TEDPIX gains
5,300 points on
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TEDPIX, the main index of the
Tehran Stock Exchange (TSE),
gained 5,314 points (0.24 per-
cent) to 2,182,725 on Saturday,
which is the first day of the Iranian
calendar week.

TSE is one of the four Iranian stock

exchanges, and the most impor-
tant one. The other three ones are
Iran Mercantile Exchange (IME),
Iran Energy Exchange (IREN-
EX), and Iran’s over-the-counter
(OTC) market, known as Iran Fara
Bourse (IFB).

Source:

By:

exporters in 2022:
FAO

Based on the data released by
the United Nations Food and
Agriculture Organization (FAQ),
Iran has been among the top
exporters of 11 major agricul-
tural products in the world dur-
ing 2022, Tasnim News Agency
reported.

Iran was the world’s top ex-
porter of figs in the mentioned
year, exporting 10,000 tons of
the product in 2022. Austria
and Uzbekistan occupied the
second and third places, re-
spectively.

The Islamic Republic was also
the world’s second-biggest
pistachio exporter in the year
under review after the U.S. The
country exported 45,000 tons
of pistachios to foreign destina-
tions in the mentioned year.
Iran was also ranked second
in terms of the export of dates
after Irag. In 2022, Iranian
farmers exported more than
269,000 tons of dates, while
Iraq exported 274,000 tons of
the mentioned product.

The Islamic Republic was also
ranked third in terms of wa-
termelon exports. The country
exported 375,000 tons of wa-
termelons in 2022.

As for the exports of eggplants,
according to the FAO statistics,
the country ranks third in the
world after Spain, Mexico, and
the Netherlands.

The country’s raisin exports
stood at 63,000 tons in 2022,
putting Iran at fifth place among
the world’s top exporters of the
said product. Turkey is in first
place with 278,000 tons of ex-
ports, followed by Uzbekistan
and the U.S.

Over 73,000 tons of kiwis were
also exported from lIran in
2022, which was less than the
exports of only five countries.
New Zealand stood in first place
in the world with the export of
89,000 tons of the mentioned
product.

FAO statistics show that Iran
also stood among the world’s
top producers and exporters
of many agricultural products
in 2021.

Based on the FAO data, the
Islamic  Republic was the
third-largest producer of dates,
honey, pistachios, and walnuts
in the world in 2021.

Iranian farmers produce 1.28
million tons of dates in the men-
tioned year, making the country
the third-largest producer of
this product in the world after
Egypt and Saudi Arabia.
Honey production in lran was
80,000 tons in 2021, which
was the highest honey produc-
tion in a country after China and
Turkey.

The Islamic Republic was also
ranked third in the world in
the production of walnuts with
356,000 tons of annual output.
China stood in first place with
1.1 million tons of production
and the United States was in
second place.

Iran is also ranked fourth in
terms of almond and watermel-
on production. The country’s
almond production was report-
ed to be 164,000 tons per year.

While swimming in the sea
can definitely make your
hair look effortlessly beau-
tiful (they’re called beach
waves for a reason), is salt
water actually good for your
hair? Or should you be rins-
ing it out as soon as you
leave the beach? In this ar-
ticle, we’ll explain the bene-
fits and drawbacks of using
salt water in your hair (plus,
how to prevent hair damage
in the long run). Let’s dive
in!

Things You Should Know

e Salt water can be good for
your hair. It removes excess
oils and naturally exfoliates
the scalp.

* However, too much salt
water can damage your hair.
Salt draws moisture away
from your hair, so try to lim-
it your seawater exposure to
1-2 times a week.

e If you swim in salt wa-
ter more than 1-2 times
a week, protect your hair

water and coating it with a
reef-friendly hair oil.
Benefits of Salt Water For
Your Hair

Provides nutrients to the
hair. Salt water contains
calcium, magnesium, po-
tassium, and zinc, which
are known to make your
strands stronger and shin-
ier. Rinsing your hair with
salt water also reduces the
level of harmful elements
like mercury, promoting a
healthier hair environment
overall. [1]

Removes excess oil and
sebum. Some people claim
salt water works as a nat-
ural clarifying shampoo
because it can regulate oil
production in the hair and
scalp. It's a particularly
good treatment if you have
greasy hair because it may
strip away excess oil and
product buildup, detoxifying
your hair and leaving your
strands smoother.[2]
Minimizes fungal dandruff.

Salt water has antifungal
properties, so some peo-
ple have found that it pre-
vents pesky flakes from
fungus-induced dandruff. It
works by absorbing excess
moisture and oil on your
scalp, which eliminates the
environment fungi need to
survive.[3]

Soothes the scalp. Salt wa-
ter also has antibacterial
properties, which can help
treat scalp conditions like
eczema and psoriasis. Salt
is naturally anti-inflamma-
tory and antioxidative, so
it works to repair your skin
barrier and retain moisture
in your scalp.[5]

Exfoliates the scalp. Salt
is one of the most popular
ingredients in scalp and
body exfoliators because it
instantly removes dead skin
cells. Because it’s a physical
exfoliant, the salt crystals in
seawater may remove prod-
uct build up at your roots,
alleviate itchiness on your

scalp, and get rid of any
flakes or dandruff.[7]

May stimulate hair growth.
Since salt water acts as
a natural exfoliant, mas-
saging it into the scalp is
believed by some to in-
crease blood flow and cir-
culation. This promotes
more oxygen and nutrients
to your hair follicle, which
may encourage faster hair
growth and fuller-looking
strands.[8]

e In fact, regular scalp mas-
sages can reduce hair shed-
ding and minimize certain
yeasts that damage your
hair follicles.[9]

* Boosts hair volume. When
you soak your hair in salt
water, the salt swells the
hair shaft and cuticle, mak-
ing your hair appear more
voluminous and textured.
Too much swelling can cre-
ate excess tangles, but just
the right amount gives you
an effortless beachy look.
(10]

by pre-soaking it in fresh

with the ninth day of the Iranian month
of Dey, Iranians unite to commemorate
a pivotal moment in their history—a
robust response to foreign-backed
post-election turmoil that unfolded on
December 30, 2009.

This day stands as a poignant remind-
er of the Iranian nation’s resilience and
unity in thwarting plots against their
sovereignty.

Dubbed the “9th of Dey epic,” this oc-
casion symbolizes the monumental
nationwide rallies held in various cit-
ies, particularly in capital Tehran, on
the ninth day of Dey. An annual event,
it commemorates the massive demon-
strations that decisively countered at-
tempts to instigate unrest in the coun-
try.

The unrest, instigated by two unsuc-
cessful presidential candidates who
claimed vote rigging, was later labeled
by the Leader of Islamic Revolution
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei as “se-

Each year, on December 30, aligning

dition.”

The pro-establishment demonstra-
tors also vented their anger at a
group of protesters who days earli-
er offended the sanctities on the Day
of Ashura, which marks the martyr-
dom anniversary of Imam Hussein
(PBUH), the third Shia Imam and
grandson of Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH).

Dey 9 transformed into a day of national
significance, signifying the triumph of
unity over discord and the defense of
democratic principles.

As Iranians annually observe Dey 9, it
becomes a moment for reflection on the
transformative events of 2009. This day
reaffirms the values propelling the na-
tion forward, emphasizing justice, de-
mocracy, and the pursuit of a brighter
future. The spirit of unity and resilience
showcased on Dey 9 remains deeply in-
grained in the national consciousness,
shaping the ongoing narrative of Iran’s
historical journey.

Iran Chamber of Commerce, Industries,
Mines and Agriculture (ICCIMA)’s Con-
struction and Technical and Engineer-
ing Services Committee has reached an
agreement with the National Development
Fund (NDF) based on which the fund is
going to support private sector develop-
ment and export projects in the Makran

\DF to support private sector’s
development, export projects in Makran region

This year, thousands gathered in Teh-
ran’s Imam Hossein Square on Sat-
urday, renewing their commitment to
the Islamic establishment. This annual
event not only pays homage to the
past but also serves as a platform for
expressing allegiance to the principles
defining Iran’s identity.

More than anything, these rallies are a
demonstration of solidarity and support
for the Islamic Republic —support re-
flective of a nation as vigilant as it was
in 2009.

The ongoing participation of the Iranian
people in commemorating Dey 9 high-
lights the enduring significance of this
day, serving as a testament to collective
determination to preserve national sov-
ereignty and uphold the values shaping
Iran’s rich cultural and political herit-
age. As December 30 approaches each
year, Iranians gather to honor the past
and pave the way for a future marked
by unity, resilience, and the unwavering
pursuit of justice.

region.

The decision in this regard was announced
in a meeting of the mentioned committee
on Saturday, the ICCIMA portal reported.
Based on the mentioned agreement, the
NDF is going to provide financial aid to
private exporters of technical and engi-
neering services that are active on the

Petchem output
rises 8% n §
months yr/yr

Iran’s petrochemical production in
the first eight months of the cur-
rent Iranian calendar year (March
21-November 21) has risen eight
percent compared to the same
period of time in the past year, ac-
cording to the secretary-general of
Iran’s Association of Petrochemical
Industry Corporation (APIC)
Ahmad Mahdavi Abhari said the of-
fering of petrochemical products at
Iran Mercantile Exchange (IME) has
also increased by 660,000 tons in
the mentioned eight months com-
pared to the previous year's same
period.

According to the official, petro-
chemical products account for 30
percent of the country’s total non-
oil exports.

Pointing to the prominent role of
the petrochemical industry in the
national economy and that this in-
dustry can distant Iran’s economy
from oil monopoly, the official said:
“last year lIran exported 16 billion
dollars of petrochemical products,
of which 80 percent or 14 billion
dollars, was supplied to Nima and
the rest has been spent on buying
equipment, goods and catalysts
and implementing petrochemical
projects.”

The Islamic Republic’s petrochem-

Markan coasts, southeast of Iran.
During the meeting, it was agreed that the
target markets for the export of technical
and engineering services and the neces-
sary resources needed to support such
exports would be introduced to NDF by
the ICCIMA’s Construction and Technical
and Engineering Services Committee.

ical production increased by seven
percent in the previous Iranian cal-
endar year (ended on March 20),
reaching 69.6 million tons.

Over 27.6 million tons of petro-
chemical products were exported
in the past year, registering a four
percent growth compared to the
preceding year, in terms of weight.
The petrochemical industry plays a
crucial role in Iran’s non-oil econo-
my, as petrochemical export is the
second-largest source of revenue
for the country after crude oil. Pet-
rochemical exports already consti-
tute nearly 33 percent of the coun-
try’s non-oil exports.

According to NPC Head Morteza
Shahmirzaei, the company plans to
increase its annual petrochemical
production capacity to 200 million
tons over the next 10 years.

In this regard, Iranian Oil Minister
Javad Oji said that more than 100
petrochemical projects with a to-
tal investment of about $70 billion
have been defined and will be im-
plemented across the country.

QOji noted that the country will also
be completely self-sufficient in pro-
ducing the catalysts used in the pet-
rochemical industry by the end of
the current government administra-
tion’s incumbency (August 2025).
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