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The 3rd Specialized Exhibition of Interior

Design, Architecture and Modern House

26-29 December 2023

Isfahan International Exhibition Center

www.soeedsheykhiir
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Iran, EAEU sign free
trade agreement

Iran and the member states
of Eurasian Economic Union
(EAEU), Belarus, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Russia, and Arme-
nia, signed a free trade agree-
ment (FTA) in a ceremony in St.
Petersburg on Monday, IRNA
reported.

Iranian  Minister of Industry,
Mining and Trade Abbas Aliabadi
signed this agreement, which is
the result of more than two years
of negotiations and expert work,
on behalf of Iran.

On behalf of the EAEU, the depu-
ty prime ministers of the member
countries signed the agreement.
The signing ceremony was at-
tended by Iranian Deputy Foreign
Minister for Economic Diploma-
cy Mehdi Safari, EAEU Minister in
Charge of Trade Andrey Slepnev,
Iran’s Ambassador to Russia Ka-
zem Jalali, and a number of EAEU
officials.

After signing, this agreement
needs to be approved by the par-
liaments of six countries (Iran
and EAEU five member states)
in order to become a law and be-
come operational.

According to the information re-
ceived by the IRNA reporter in St.
Petersburg from the free trade
agreement between Iran and the
EAEU, the parties will completely
eliminate tariffs for 87 percent of
goods in their trade exchanges.
In the meantime, each of the par-
ties prepares a negative list that
includes goods that are consid-
ered sensitive goods for one of
the parties and it is not possible
to remove the tariff.

Last week, EAEU Minister in
Charge of Trade Andrey Slepnev
said that Iran will become one of
the most important trade part-
ners of the Eurasian Economic
Union with the signing of an FTA
between the two sides.

He made the remarks in a meet-
ing with Iranian Ambassador to
Moscow Kazem Jalali.

He also called the agreement the
most important cooperation doc-
ument between the two sides.
Jalali, for his part, said the free
trade agreement is the result of
intensive negotiations and the
will of the two sides to develop
their relations.

In 2018, Iran and the EAEU inked
a preferential trade agreement
(PTA), which came into effect on
October 27, 2019.

The two sides later began nego-
tiations to upgrade the PTA to
an FTA after the success of the
former.

Back in August, Slepnev said
that the EAEU is ready to boost
its annual trade with Iran to $30
billion.

The official said the preferential
trade agreement between Iran
and the EAEU resulted in the
trade between the two sides dou-
bling and it is expected that by
signing the free trade agreement
the trade between the two sides
will be doubled once again.
“The signing of the comprehen-
sive agreement between Iran and
the Eurasian Union will provide
suitable conditions for mutual
access to the markets for both
sides,” Slepnev said.

“We know very well that the vol-
ume of trade with a large country
like Iran is still not very high, and
therefore, it seems that targeting
30 billion dollars of annual trade
is a good way to develop trade
between our countries,” he not-
ed,

The Eurasian Economic Union
was established in 2015 at the
initiative taken by Russian Fed-
eration, Kazakhstan, and Bela-
rus. Afterward, the Republic of
Armenia and Kyrgyzstan joined
the Union.
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Technological needs of petchem sector must he met by domestic firms: \PC head

Head of Iran’s National Pet-
rochemical Company (NPC)

Morteza ~ Shahmirzaei  has
stressed the need for using the
capacities of domestic compa-
nies to meet the technological
needs of the petrochemical
industry to cut dependence on
foreign sources, Shana report-
ed.

Speaking in a meeting with
the students and scholars at
Iran University of Science and
Technology (IUST) on Sunday,
Shahmirzaei said: “The diver-
sity of manufactured products
in an industry is one of the in-
dicators of development in that
industry, and today the petro-
chemical industry is one of the
most powerful industries in the
country with the production of
550 grades of petrochemical

products.”

He put the country’s petro-
chemical production capacity
at 92 million tons, saying that
currently 72 petrochemical
complexes are active across
the country.

Earlier this month, the official
said the country’s petrochemi-
cal industry relies on domestic
knowledge and technology and
the industry is mostly self-suf-
ficient.

Speaking to the press on the
sideline of a visit to a knowl-
edge-based petrochemical
company in Lorestan Province,
Morteza Shahmirzaei empha-
sized the maximum support
for domestic knowledge-based
companies, saying that Iran’s
petrochemical industry relies
on the strength and expertise
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of Iranian companies in the
path of development and pro-
gress.

He underlined the access to
technical knowledge as one
of the major challenges in the
field of petrochemical produc-
tion and stated: “The National
Petrochemical Company, with
an intensive program, has
obliged the Petrochemical Re-
search and Technology Com-
pany to focus on the indigeni-
zation of technologies in this
industry in cooperation with
knowledge-based companies
active in this sector.”

The official has also said that
domestic companies have
supplied about eight billion
dollars of equipment and parts
for the country’s petrochemical
complexes over the past two

years.
“In the last two years, about
eight billion dollars of equip-
ment and goods required for
petrochemical projects have
been provided through domes-
tic companies, part of which
was first-time construction,”
Shahmirzaei stated.
Emphasizing the NPC’s focus
on providing domestically
manufactured parts and equip-
ment for its projects, Shah-
mirzaei said: “[In the past two
years] about 10 billion dollars
have been spent on providing
equipment and parts for petro-
chemical projects, more than
80 percent of which have been
produced by domestic compa-
nies.”

He pointed out that about 15
parts and equipment needed
by the petrochemical indus-
try were made by knowl-
edge-based companies in the
13th  government, adding:
“Currently, at most 90 per-
cent and at least 40 percent
of petrochemical projects use
domestically produced goods
and equipment.”

The official assessed the ability
of domestic manufacturers of
petrochemical equipment and
goods as very favorable and
stated: “Many lIranian manu-
facturers are providing servic-
es to neighboring countries
and Southeast Asian countries,
and nine Iranian manufac-
turers are among the major
equipment exporters in global
markets.”

Mentioning some of his
company’s major strategies,

Shahmirzaei said: “The most
important part of the Nation-
al Petrochemical Company’s
strategy is to complete the
industry’s value chain and sup-
port knowledge-based compa-
nies, domestic manufacturing
firms, and domestic produc-
tion of catalysts.”

“The government’s strategy
in the field of production is
to make maximum use of the
installed capacity in the petro-
chemical industry by using the
knowledge and capabilities of
domestic manufacturers,” he
added.

The petrochemical industry
plays a crucial role in lIran’s
non-oil economy, as petro-
chemical export is the sec-
ond-largest source of revenue
for the country after crude oil.
Petrochemical exports already
constitute nearly 33 percent of
the country’s non-oil exports.
According to Shah-Mirzaei, the
company plans to increase its
annual petrochemical produc-
tion capacity to 200 million
tons over the next 10 years.

In this regard, Iranian Qil Min-
ister Javad Qji said that more
than 100 petrochemical pro-
jects with a total investment of
about $70 billion have been de-
fined and will be implemented
across the country.

Oji noted that the country will
also be completely self-suf-
ficient in producing the cata-
lysts used in the petrochemi-
cal industry by the end of the
current government adminis-
tration’s incumbency (August
2025).

[raan set ¢o hoost fishery production to 2.6m tons in 10 vears

The head of Iran’s Fisheries Organiza-
tion (IFQ) has said the country’s fishery
output is going to be increased to 2.6
million tons in the next 10 years, IRNA
reported.

Speaking at the opening ceremony of
the seventh International Congress on
Fisheries and Aquatic Research on Sun-
day, Hossein Hosseini said: “In order to
ensure food security, the fishery sector

is expected to produce 2.6 million tons
of products in the next 10 years.”

“We have started the development of
aquatic production using the capabili-
ties of domestic companies on the coast
of Makran, and it is hoped that by using
the capacities of knowledge-based com-
panies, we will be able to achieve maxi-
mum production,” Hosseini said.

According to the official, although fish-

eries only account for one percent of the
country’s agricultural production which
is 125 million tons, but in terms of val-
ue, itaccounts for 10 percent of the total
exports of such products.

Emphasizing the importance of research
and new technologies in the improve-
ment of production in various agricul-
tural sectors, Hosseini called for maxi-
mum cooperation among the country’s

universities, research institutions, and
knowledge-based companies in this
regard.

The seventh International Congress on
Fisheries and Aquatic Research is being
held in Tehran during December 24-26.
The event is attended by Iranian officials
and scholars while representatives of 18
foreign countries are also partaking in
the congress virtually.

Angola announced on Thursday that
it is leaving OPEC. The country is the
latest member of OPEC which de-
cides to quit the organization.

Before this, Qatar, Indonesia, and
Ecuador were the three other coun-
tries that had left the organization.
Even though leaving OPEC does not
have any considerable impact on to-
tal world market supply, it could be
alarming for OPEC in view of its in-
fluence on the oil market and setting
oil prices.

Generally, it seems OPEC is facing
three challenges these days. The first
one is the withdrawal of members.
Over the past years, OPEC’s efforts to
persuade other oil-producing coun-
tries to join it have been unsuccess-
ful. During the current year, OPEC
repeatedly invited Guyana to become
a member but the South American
country rejected the invitation, appar-
ently based on the assumption that it
wants to maximize oil production
and profits during an era in which oil
demand could be in decline over the
coming years.

Not only OPEC has not been able to
attract new members it also faces
new potential quits. After Qatar de-
cided to exit the organization, at least
for the past couple of years, UAE has
been the largest threat to the unity
of the organization. The disarray be-
tween UAE and OPEC led by Saudi
Arabia reached its climax two years
ago when the country insisted on a
higher baseline to its quota to allow

for more domestic production.

If the UAE decides to exit the organ-
ization it could weaken the influence
of the organization as far as it con-
cerns setting oil prices because the
Emirates is OPEC’s third-largest oil
producer.

The second challenge of OPEC is that
since more than a decade ago, three
of its main members have played no
role in making decisions in the min-
isterial meetings of the organization.
These three countries’ position in
OPEG, as the hawks of the organiza-
tion, has declined considerably main-
ly due to the U.S. sanctions.

Two of these countries are non-Arab
founding members of the organi-
zation: Iran and Venezuela. And the
third one is Libya as the most seri-
ous advocate of higher prices strat-

OPEC Challenges

egy among the African members of
OPEC.

Libya’s policies at OPEC were close
to Iran and Venezuela which more
and less were close to each other
at OPEC against Saudi Arabia which
mainly defended its market share.
When the three countries’ influence
eroded at OPEC either through the
U.S. sanctions or via the toppling of
Qadhafi during the Arab Spring un-
rest, Riyadh probably felt that these
developments have paved the way
for its unchallenged dominance in
OPEC’s decision-making meetings.
But these days their absence as
members who are being excluded
from the quota and limiting oil pro-
duction mechanism may have weak-
ened Saudi Arabia’s stance in setting
desired oil prices which has to cut oil

production voluntarily in the hope of
boosting oil prices.

The third challenge OPEC faces is not
from within but from outside. This
challenge culminated at the COP28 in
UAE when a great number of partici-
pating countries asked for fossil fuel
phase-out.

Oil once lubricated the wheels of
industrialized  countries’  econo-
mies and was the world’s economic
growth engine. Now it is considered,
mostly by industrialized countries, as
something redundant that humans
should get rid of as soon as possi-
ble to save the planet against global
warming, and OPEC’s reasoning that
humans should get rid of emissions,
not fossil fuels, apparently remains
unheard.

Even though the term “phase

out” was eliminated from the final
COP28 communique, 198 countries
reached an agreement that empha-
sizes transitioning away from fos-
sil fuels, and United Nations (UN)
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres
said, “To those who opposed a clear
reference to phase out of fossil fu-
els during the COP28: Whether you
like it or not, fossil fuel phase-out is
inevitable.”
Now OPEC through cooperation with
ten non-OPEC oil producers called
OPEC+ tries to maintain its influence
in the oil market but without that, it
faces internal and external challenges
that threaten the power once it en-
joyed in the world oil market.
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Iran willing to
craft diplomatic
ties with neigh-
bors: top official

The head of Iran’s judiciary
office has disclosed a collab-
orative effort between the ju-
diciary’s international affairs
deputy and the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs to craft a dip-
lomatic document involving
neighboring nations.
Speaking at the third Inter-
national Iranian Conference
on Regional Studies, themed
“The Asian and Neighbor-
hood Policy of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran,” Mohammad
Reza Saremi underscored the
focus on evaluating obsta-
cles faced by investors from
neighboring countries and re-
solving them through mutual
cooperation.

In addition, he emphasized
the importance of the ex-
change of judicial delega-
tions as a crucial element in
the diplomatic document in-
volving neighboring nations,
fostering collaborations and
experiential  exchanges.
Highlighting the impact of
technology on communica-
tion methods, Saremi noted
that international relations,
once confined to govern-
ments’ diplomatic ties, now
encompass various motiva-
tions and issues requiring ex-
panded communication and
international  cooperation.
Emphasizing the importance
of justice in international
documents, such as the UN
Charter, Saremi stressed
that cooperation between
domestic and international
judicial systems is crucial for
preventing and combating
crimes, achieving justice, and
organizing judicial affairs.
Referring to components of
judicial cooperation, he men-
tioned creating a common
understanding  of issues,
transferring knowledge be-
tween countries, expanding
legal and judicial sessions,
and addressing mutual needs.
Saremi noted that facilitating
cases such as preventing
crimes, conducting trials, and
executing judgments could
be achieved through experi-
ential exchange, expert col-
laboration, and information
sharing.

He highlighted the urgency
of addressing cybercrimes,
emphasizing the need for
serious cooperation between
the judicial systems of neigh-
boring countries.

Saremi also emphasized the
implementation of judicial
judgments and the enforce-
ment of judgments of other
countries as additional forms
of judicial cooperation. He
identified opportunities to
prevent judgment enforce-
ment delays and emphasized
the direct involvement of judi-
cial authorities in diplomacy.
In the diplomatic document
with neighboring countries,
Saremi explained some of
the key focuses, including the
identification and resolution
of judicial issues between
the Islamic Republic of Iran
and neighboring nations, ad-
dressing obstacles to imple-
menting judicial cooperation
agreements, concluding such
agreements, and examining
the situation of Iranian pris-
oners in neighboring coun-
tries with efforts to transfer
them according to rules and
regulations.
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Iran police urge
Pakistan to
enhance security
measures

Iran’s deputy police chief
Brigadier General Qasem
Rezaei has stressed col-
laboration with Pakistan to
tackle drug trafficking and
bolster border security.
Rezaei made the remarks in
a meeting on Sunday with
Major General Muhammad
Anig Ur Rehman, the com-
mander of Pakistan’s An-
ti-Narcotics Force.

The talks centered on the
importance of Pakistan pre-
venting terrorist activities
on its soil.

Highlighting the deep-root-
ed relations between Iran
and Pakistan, Rezaei em-
phasized ongoing coordina-
tion and strong ties, noting
that the adversaries consist-
ently strive to create discord
between the two neighbor-
ing nations.

In response to a recent
terrorist incident resulting
in the tragic loss of 11 po-
lice forces in Rask County
in southeast Iran, Rezaei
expressed gratitude for Pa-
kistan’s messages of soli-
darity. Stressing the shared
responsibility to prevent
such incidents, he under-
scored the significance of
the shared borders.
Rezaei also urged Paki-
stan to take decisive action
against individuals and
groups involved in drug
trafficking on its side of
the border. He emphasized
the expectation that the
discussions would lead to
concrete actions and effec-
tive information exchange
to counter such malicious
activities.

Highlighting the intolera-
bility of allowing or train-
ing disruptive forces on
Pakistani soil, the Iranian
police official urged Paki-
stani authorities to address
these issues seriously. He
expressed hope the next
meeting would bring posi-
tive news of dismantling, ar-
resting, or eliminating those
involved in such activities.
In response, Major General
Rehman acknowledged the
common ground between
Iran and Pakistan in com-
bating drug trafficking. Em-
phasizing shared history, re-
ligion, and communication
between the two nations,
he warned against evildoers
seeking to undermine the
friendly relations between
the countries.
Emphasizing that drug
trafficking and terrorism
are intertwined challenges,
Rehman expressed con-
dolences for the recent
loss of 11 Iranian police
officers. Underscoring the
need for expanded coop-
eration to counter external
influences damaging rela-
tions between Iran and Pa-
kistan, he pledged to con-
vey the meeting’s opinions
and requests to Pakistani
authorities.

In conclusion, General Reh-
man stressed the necessity
of a unified language and
international cooperation to
advance the plans of both
countries in tackling com-
mon challenges.

TEDPIX falls
5,600 points on

Wednesday, December 27, 2023

Monday

TEDPIX, the main index of the
Tehran Stock Exchange (TSE),
dropped 5,603 points (0.25 per-
cent) to 2,194,506 on Monday,
which is the third day of Iranian

calendar week.

TSE is one of the four Iranian stock

exchanges, and the most impor-
tant one. The other three ones are
Iran Mercantile Exchange (IME),
Iran Energy Exchange (IREN-
EX), and Iran’s over-the-counter
(OTC) market, known as Iran Fara
Bourse (IFB).

How to Bleach

Source:

By:

Whitening or bleaching your teeth can
create a more appealing and youthful
smile. When done correctly, whiten-
ing is a safe and effective process that
does not harm your teeth and it may
even increase your self-confidence. If
you want to brighten your smile, there
are several options you can try.
Exploring Whitening Options

Bleach your teeth with baking soda. If
this stuff can be found in toothpaste,
it's got to work. Turns out there are free
radicals in baking soda that can pen-
etrate through your enamel, turning
stains clear. Just dip your toothbrush
in the stuff and scrub away for a couple
of minutes, just like you’re brushing
your teeth.[1]

e There has been some uproar about
just how safe this is, for the record.
While it is effective, some say that it
damages the enamel of your teeth,
weakening it or destroying it entirely,
especially if you use the back and forth
brushing method using a toothbrush
with hard bristles. To be safe, you may
not want to rely on this option in the
long-term. Using this option two times
a week is more than enough.[2]
Bleach your teeth with strawberries.
This delicious fruit contains malic acid,

Dushanhbe to host

an agent that can tear through stains.
Crush up a berry in your baking soda
paste, spread it on your teeth, and
leave for five minutes. Brush it off and
you’re good to go! You can sometimes
see a brighter tooth surface right away.
» Citric acid in strawberries can wear
away your enamel.[3]

e |f you’re in a hard spot, just rub the
fruit on your teeth (cut up to get at the
juices, of course) and wash off with a
glass of water.

Experiment with coconut oil or apple
cider vinegar. Though it's up for de-
bate, some swear that these two are
natural teeth-whiteners, too. Just use
them as a mouthwash or rub them
onto your teeth and let sit for 10 min-
utes or so. Brush your teeth afterward,
rinse out, and voila![4]

* Vinegar contains acid which can wear
away your enamel.

* However, these methods shouldn’t
solely be relied on. It may take a month
or two before you notice any results.
Buy a teeth-whitening kit. As if it could
get any easier, right? Your local big
box store or pharmacy probably car-
ries a few options when it comes to
teeth-whitening kits. Some are rather
expensive and some aren’t -- but all

Iran-Tajikistan Joint % 241

Economic Committee
meetimg on Dec. 2¢-28

Tajikistan’s capital Dushanbe will host the
16th meeting of Iran-Tajikistan Joint Eco-
nomic Committee on December 27 and
28, an official with Iran’s Trade Promotion
Organization (TPO) announced.

Akbar Godari, the director-general of
TPO’s Central Asia, Caucasus and Russia
Office, said that the documents of agree-
ments to be reached in the meeting will be
signed by Iranian Energy Minister Ali-Ak-
bar Mehrabian and Tajikistan Energy and
Water Resources Minister Daler Juma
who are the chairmen of the two coun-
tries’ Joint Economic Committee.

In a meeting between Iranian Vice Presi-
dent and Head of the Planning and Budget
Organization (PBO) Davoud Manzour and
Tajikistan’s Minister of Finance Fayziddin
Qahhorzoda on December 8, the two
sides discussed ways of boosting eco-
nomic and trade ties between the two
countries.

The meeting was held on the sidelines of
the eighth meeting of the Board of Gov-
ernors of the Asian and Pacific Center for
the Development of Disaster Information
Management (APDIM) which was held
in the Tajik capital Dushanbe in the same
day.

In this meeting, Manzour referred to the
upward trend of economic relations be-
tween the two countries and underlined
the important role of powerful Iranian
companies active in various sectors in-
cluding mining, metal, agriculture, infor-
mation technology, and knowledge-based
industries in the development of coopera-
tion between the two countries.

He noted that President Ebrahim Raisi
believes that Tajikistan’s progress and
security is Iran’s progress and security,
emphasizing the necessity of mutual use
of the capacities of the two friendly and
brotherly countries for the development
of relations in all areas.

Qahhorzoda for his part expressed his
satisfaction with the development of re-
lations between the two countries and
called for an increase in the role of Iranian
companies in the implementation of infra-
structure projects in Tajikistan, including
the construction of dams and hydroelec-
tric power plants.

Iranian Energy Minister Ali-Akbar Mehra-
bian has said the trade between Iran and
Tajikistan has increased by 10 times over
the past two years.

According to Mehrabian, the value of
trade between the two countries which
was $23 million in the Iranian calendar
year 1399 (2020-2021) reached $280
million in the previous Iranian calendar
year (ended on March 20, 2023).

The trade between the two countries
also reached $150 million in the first six
months of the current Iranian calendar
year (March 21-September 22) and it is
expected to exceed $300 million by the
end of the year (late March 2024).
“During the previous visit of President
Raisi to Tajikistan, the two countries had
set a $500 million target for the trade be-
tween the two sides and now considering
the current trend of relations, a much
higher goal can be set,” Mehrabian said.
Iran and Tajikistan on November 8 signed

Your Teeth

will warrant results (it’s just a matter of
time). If you can spring for it, do s0.[5]

Get a kit from your dentist. He has
access to super powerful gels and
trays that you won't find at your local
pharmacy. And if he doesn’t, for some
reason, have any available, he probably
knows someone who does. It doesn’t
hurt to ask![7]

e Trays and gels are super powerful,
but the main drawback is that it may
not fit your mouth. If your jaw is a little,
say, unique, you may find these diffi-
cult to work with.

e Your dentist can provide custom
trays for you that will fit snugly over
your teeth and provide a better result.

Get your teeth professionally bleached.

a joint statement and 18 cooperation
documents and memorandums of un-
derstanding (MOUs) to deepen bilateral
strategic relations.

The joint statement was signed between
President Raisi and his Tajik counterpart
Emomali Rahmon in Tajikistan’s capital
Dushanbe.

The documents and MOUs were inked by
the Iranian and Tajik ministers in the pres-
ence of the two presidents.

As reported, the documents and MOUs
pertained to a roadmap for the long-term
bilateral trade and economic coopera-
tion till 2030, mutual visa-free access,
anti-drug trafficking operations, trans-
portation, crisis management and the es-
tablishment of joint free economic zones,
as well as inter-city cooperation in various
fields.

During a meeting earlier in the day, Rai-
si said Iran and Tajikistan could increase
their annual trade transactions to $500
million in the first step.

Raisi stressed that historical, religious,
and cultural commonalities shared by the
two countries provide a favorable ground
for enhancing bilateral relations in all as-
pects.

The Tajik president, for his part, highlight-
ed the necessity to develop bilateral ties,
particularly in mining, health, science and
technology, and agriculture sectors
Heading a high-ranking delegation, Raisi
arrived in Dushanbe on November 8. Dur-
ing the day, he also attended a meeting of
the two countries’ traders and business-
men.

Several excellent technologies have
emerged for bleaching and whitening
the teeth. Although some of these
procedures must be performed in the
dentist’s office, a few can be done at
home. Ask your dentist what he or she
recommends. The latest procedure is
laser whitening.[8]

Taking Daily Precautions

Stick to your brushing and flossing
regimen. The best way to prevent
dental problems and staining is still
brushing and flossing, hands down.[9]
Be sure to brush before bed and when
you get up, but after meals is essential,
t00.[10] Food left on your teeth can
lead to stains -- when it immediately is
brushed off, stains can’t form.

Don’t forget about whitening gum and

mouthwash. Though brushing and
flossing are more imperative than us-
ing mouthwash and gum, the more
precaution you take against stains, the
whiter your teeth will be (and stay). In
between hygiene sessions, just pop
in a piece of whitening gum or take a
quick swish of whitening mouthwash.
[11] It’s good for your health, too!
Avoid all forms of tobacco. That in-
cludes cigarettes, pipes, cigars, chew-
ing tobacco, and snuff. All of them are
bad for you and your teeth.

Cut down on your intake of coffee and
tea. If you can’t start your morning
without a cup, try drinking it through
a straw, so it doesn’t stain your teeth.
It's better to cut these out entirely, so if
you can muster it, do so.[13]

Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi on
Monday ordered the beginning of a
project for the construction of solar
power plants with the capacity of
4,000 megawatts (MW) across the
country.

Held at the place of the Energy Min-
istry, the inauguration ceremony
was also attended by Energy Minis-
ter Ali-Akbar Mehrabian.

The implementation of this project
is going to increase the electricity
generation capacity of the country’s
renewable power plants to 5,119
MW from the current 1,119 MW.

In this project, private investors
are going to construct the men-
tioned solar power plants based on
four separate contracts, including
two 1500 MW deals and two 500
MW deals for building a total of
95 solar power plants across the
country.

The project is expected to be com-
pleted before the next Iranian calen-
dar year’s summer peak period (late
June 2024) and will be connected to
the national grid to meet part of the
country’s electricity needs.

The Renewable Energy and Energy

Raust launches project for building solar
power plints with £,000MW capacity

Efficiency Organization (SATBA) of
Iran invited bids for the construc-
tion of 4,000 MW of solar power
plants as part of a drive to increase
its use of renewable energy and
boost the country’s power grid in
late 2022.

To this end, 85 companies selected
from a pool of 106 applicants were
invited to participate in the tender.
It followed cooperation agreements
signed between governorates and
SATBA to decide the sites for set-
ting up renewable power plants in
accordance with the needs of each
region and province.

As a result, 152 construction sites
in 30 provinces were identified and
introduced to investors “in the form
of 95 baskets” for the construction
of power plants at a minimum ca-
pacity of 10 MW and a maximum of
250 MW, general manager of SAT-
BA legal affairs office and contracts
Ahmadreza Tavakkoli said.
Renewables, including hydropower,
account for nearly seven percent of
the country’s total energy genera-
tion, versus natural gas’ 90 percent
share.
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