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Iran Army drones,
missiles arrayed
around bhorders to
fend off threats: com-
mander

According to the commander of the
Iranian Army’s Ground Force, missile,
drone, and artillery units have been
stationed throughout the country’s
northeastern border areas to provide
a “rapid and timely” reaction to any
potential danger.

On Monday, Brigadier General Kiou-
mars Heidari stated that his troops
are totally protecting the country’s
independence and territorial integrity.
He remarked that the Iranian Army’s
Ground Force is developing and im-
plementing a strategy centered on
regions where additional forces are
required.

The Ground Force is analyzing the
strategy in terms of missiles, drones,
and border maneuvering forces in or-
der to respond to threats in a forceful
and decisive manner, he added.

The Iranian Army’s Air Force deputy
commander stated that the force has
strong defense capabilities and is pre-
pared to take on any kind of danger,
no matter how huge.

According to Brigadier General Mahdi
Hadian, opponents of Iran’s military
confrontation and hardware are feel-
ing hopeless due to the nation’s high
degree of military readiness.

He attributed the Armed Forces’
greatest level of readiness to the vic-
tims’ sacrifices, the principles of the
Islamic Revolution, and the leader-
ship of Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei.
He said that although adversaries are
investing billions of dollars in hybrid
and cognitive warfare to undermine
the nation, their efforts have been in
vain because of Ayatollah Khamenei’s
leadership and the prudence of the
[ranian people.

Brigadier General Hadian, referring
to the capabilities of the Air Force to
deal with threats, said, “Thanks to the
blessings of the martyrs, the Islamic
Revolution, and the guidance of the
Leader of the Islamic Revolution, the
armed forces are at the highest level
of combat readiness.”

The deputy commander highlight-
ed the enemies’ desperation in their
futile efforts to engage in warfare,
adding that the opponents are invest-
ing billions of dollars in combined
and cognitive warfare to undermine
the Islamic Republic. However, with
the guidance of the Leader and the
support of the people, the enemies’
schemes have been thwarted.

In the end, he reiterated that the Ar-
my’s Air Force, which is at a high level
of capability, is ready to respond to all
kinds of threats.

Iran’s defensive capabilities need to
be maintained and improved, accord-
ing to Ayatollah Khamenei.

Ayatollah Khamenei praised the tre-
mendous accomplishments and on-
going advancements of the Iranian
Armed Forces during a meeting with
the senior commanders and officials
in April.

He asserted that the adversary is “vin-
cible” in spite of its allegedly strong
military might and calculations.

On Sunday, Iranian Interior Minister
Ahmad Vahidi highlighted the imper-
ative for the Pakistani government
to take immediate measures in safe-
guarding its borders and preventing
the establishment of terrorist havens
within the country.

During his visit to the Rask police
headquarters, Vahidi revealed that
investigations unveiled the infiltration
of the terrorist group into the Islamic
Republic of Iran from the border with
the neighboring country Pakistan.
He stated, “Taking advantage of the
cover of night and regional geogra-
phy, they reached the targeted police
headquarters, executing their sinister
objectives.”

Recent significant advancements in
the production of a wide spectrum of
domestically produced equipment by
[ranian engineers and military profes-
sionals have rendered the country’s
armed forces self-sufficient.
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ICCIMA Calls for establishing Iran [!atar jomnt mvestment committee

The head of the Iran Chamber of
Commerce, Industries, Mines
and Agriculture (ICCIMA) has
proposed the establishment of
a joint investment committee
between Iran and Qatar, the IC-
CIMA portal reported.

Hossein Selahvarzi made the
proposal in a meeting with
Head of Qatar Chamber of
Commerce and Industry Khalifa
bin Jassim Al Thani in Qatar's
Capital Doha on Sunday.
Selahvarzi, who visited Doha
on top of a delegation to attend
the 39th meeting of the Islamic
Chamber of Commerce, In-
dustry and Agriculture (ICCIA)
general assembly, also met and
held talks with the heads of
Egypt and Guinea on the side-
lines of the event.

During his meeting with Khali-
fa bin Jassim Al Thani, the two
sides emphasized the necessity
of developing and balancing the
trade between the two coun-
tries, while discussing joint in-
vestment.

In this regard, the head of the
Qatar Chamber of Commerce

volume of bilateral trade rela-
tions, said: “Currently, the value
of trade between Iran and Qatar
stands at about 200 million dol-
lars, which is not at all satisfac-
tory compared to the capacities
of the two countries.”

Iran and Qatar signed a com-
prehensive cooperation doc-
ument at the end of the ninth
Iran-Qatar  Joint  Economic
Committee meeting in Tehran
on December 11.

The document was signed by
Iran’s Energy Minister Ali-Akbar
Mehrabian and Qatar’s Minis-
ter of Commerce and Industry
Sheikh Mohammed bin Hamad
bin Qassim Al Abdullah Al Thani
as the heads of the Joint Eco-
nomic Committee.

Inthe mentioned document, co-
operation in the fields of energy
(water and wastewater, electric-
ity, oil, gas, and environment),
exchanging experiences and
technical knowledge, holding
events, including exhibitions,
specialized training courses in
the fields of water and water
technologies, renewable ener-
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Exchanging private sector del-
egations active in the fields of
consulting, contracting, and
industries, production of equip-
ment related to the electricity
industry, and the readiness of
the environmental organiza-
tions of the two countries to
expand relations have also been
covered in the document.

The document also covers
cooperation in other fields in-
cluding banking, insurance,
customs, national development
funds, technical and engineer-
ing services, trade, industries
and mines, free zones, invest-
ment, and standards.
Cooperation in the fields of
transportation, communication
and information technology,
agriculture, judicial, legal, labor
and border are also among the
axes of this cooperation docu-
ment.

Speaking at the closing cere-
mony of the Joint Economic
Committee meeting, Qatar’s
Minister of Commerce and
Industry said that his coun-
try’s economic relations with

recent years and the country
welcomes such developments
in relations with the Islamic
Republic.

He called the ninth meeting
an important opportunity for
following up on agreements al-
ready reached between the two
sides to expand their relations
in trade, economic, and indus-
trial fields.

The Qatari minister also said
that the sustainable ties and
mutual trust between Tehran
and Doha show that they have
deepened relations.

He meanwhile called for coop-
eration to overcome the chal-
lenges the two sides face.
Mehrabian for his part called
for boosting bilateral relations
in the energy sector, the devel-
opment of renewable energy
projects as well as the connec-
tion of the two countries’ power
grids.

He said that the two countries
reached good agreements dur-
ing the latest meeting of their
joint  economic committee,
which he expressed hope that
would positively impact the bi-
lateral economic cooperation.
Mehrabian said that the agree-
ments reached cover cultural
and social fields as well as in-
frastructure.

The ninth meeting of the
Iran-Qatar  Joint  Economic
Committee was held on Decem-
ber 9-11 at the Iranian Energy
Ministry building in Tehran.
Speaking at the inaugural cere-
mony of the meeting, the head
of the International Affairs De-
partment of the Iranian Energy
Ministry, said Tehran and Doha
are determined to increase the
two countries’ annual trade to
$1.0 billion.

Mojtaba Akbari said neighbor-
hood-based diplomacy is one
of the important principles of
the administration of President

According to Akbari, currently,
the volume of Iran’s export of
goods and equipment to Qatar
is about $200 million, which is
expandable to $1.0 billion.

He pointed to the history of
holding the joint economic
committee meeting and added
that the eighth edition was held
in the Qatari capital of Doha in
2022 and had positive results.
With  the advancement of
neighborhood-based diploma-
cy through cultural, social, and
economic proximity with Qatar,
many obstacles on the path of
ties between the two countries
can be removed, he added.
Many Iranian traders, indus-
trialists, and scientists have
attained considerable achieve-
ments that can be shared with
Qatar, Akbari underscored.
Facilitating and improving trade
ties, joint-venture production of
goods, equipment, and servic-
es, and special attention to the
transfer of technical know-how
are among the fields of coop-
eration between the two coun-
tries, the official noted.

Also speaking at the opening
ceremony of the commit-
tee meeting, Saleh Abdullah
Al-Mana, director general of
the Department of International
Cooperation and Trade Agree-
ments at Qatar Ministry of
Commerce and Industry, said
trade exchanges between Iran
and Qatar have increased by 43
percent in recent years.
“Currently, 845 Iranian compa-
nies are active in Qatar, which
indicates that between 2017
and 2022, the presence and
activity of Iranian companies in
Qatar has increased significant-
ly,” the official said.

Al-Mana expressed hope that
positive steps will be taken in
the ninth joint economic com-
mittee of the two countries,
and good agreements will be

and Industry, referring to the

gies have been emphasized.

Iran have had a great jump in

Ebrahim Raisi.

reached.

[ran exports non-oil goods worth $28.5m to Kenya in 7 months

Iran exported non-oil commodities val-
ued at $28.3 million to Kenya during
the first seven months of the current
Iranian calendar year (March 21-Octo-
ber 22), the spokesman of Trade Devel-
opment Committee of Iran’s House of
Industry, Mining and Trade announced.
Ruhollah Latifi also announced that the
Islamic Republic imported products
valued at $5.2 million from Kenya in
the seven-month period.

Among the African trade partners of
Iran in the first seven months of this
year, Kenya was the sixth export desti-
nation of the Iranian products, and the
sixth source of import to the country,
he added.

As the official has announced, Iran
exported 1.205 million tons of non-oil
commodities valued at $434 million to
Africa during the first seven months of
the current Iranian calendar year.

Latifi said that the country’s sev-
en-month export to Africa fell 53 per-
cent in value, and 33 percent in weight,
year on year.

The official also announced that Iran
imported 38,122 tons of goods valued
at $47.434 million from Africa in the
first seven months of the present year,
with 21 percent drop in worth and 42
percent fall in weight, as compared to
the same period of time in the past year.
Over the past 40 years, the Islamic Re-
public of Iran has never given up on its
principled policy towards Africa due to
political and cultural commonalities,
despite the sanctions, pressure and
disruptions of the West, and has always
maintained itself alongside the people
and countries of Africa.

As reported, during the lIranian cal-
endar years 1384 and 1385 (March
2005-March 2007), the relations be-
tween Iran and the African continent

increased in terms of trade, but since
1386, the economic relations between
Iran and Africa have decreased due to
the economic crisis and cruel sanctions
against Iran.

Surveys show that in the past years,
due to the lack of restoration of eco-
nomic relations with Africa, the amount
of trade with the countries of this
continent has remained at the level of
$1.2 billion, but according to Moham-
med-Sadeq Qanadzadeh, the director
general of the Africa Department of
Iran’s Trade Promotion Organization
(TPO), facilitating the trade route with
Africa is happening now and it is ex-
pected that the trade figure with this
continent will reach $10 billion in the
next three years.

In fact, good steps have been taken to
use Africa’s capacity, and Africa can be
a suitable market for Iranian goods, Qa-
nadzadeh stated.

Last year, the official referred to the
beginning of the 13th government’s
measures to develop relations with
the African continent, and said: “Over

the past [Iranian calendar] year 1400
(ended on March 20, 2022), a series
of measures have been initiated, which
were resulted in the visit of about 60 Af-
rican trade delegations, active presence
in the exhibitions of this continent, the
opening of 10 trade centers, and the
dispatch of three commercial attachés.
“As the result of these measures,
Iran’s trade with Africa experienced a
100-percent growth from $650 million
in the Iranian year 1399, and also in
the first nine months of the year 1401,
Iran-Africa trade was equal to the total
trade of the previous year, and we also
experienced a growth of about 700
percent in the export of technical and
engineering services”, he added.

Also as announced by Ruhollah Latifi,
the value of trade between Iran and Af-
rica rose two percent in the past Iranian
calendar year 1401 (ended on March
20).

He put Iran-Africa annual trade at 2.545
million tons worth $1.278 billion.

Iran exported 2.452 million tons of
products valued at $1.183 billion to

49 African countries in the past year,
showing one percent fall, and imported
92,898 tons of goods worth $95.316
million from 23 African countries, indi-
cating 59 percent growth, year on year,
according to Latifi.

Iranian Deputy Foreign Minister for
Economic Diplomacy Mehdi Safari has
said that the economies of Iran and the
African continent are complementary to
each other, and due to their abundant
capacities, significant achievements
can be achieved in this due.

He made the remarks at the Scientific
and Economic Cooperation Meeting
Between Iran and West African Coun-
tries (IRAN WAC) which was held in
Tehran in mid-March.

As reported, 20 multilateral and bilater-
al cooperation agreements were signed
between Iran and West African coun-
tries in the first day of the mentioned
event, and the expansion and deepen-
ing of comprehensive economic coop-
eration was emphasized.

Addressing that meeting, President
Raisi emphasized Tehran’s readiness to
comprehensively expand cooperation
with African countries, especially coun-
tries in the west of this continent.

He also said that the current level of
trade between Iran and Africa is not
acceptable, and according to the ca-
pacities and efforts of the authorities of
the Islamic Republic of Iran and West
African countries, it is expected that the
cooperation and economic relations
between them will change even more.
As stated by the experts, in order to
increase the level of trade with Africa
certain infrastructure including trans-
portation and direct shipping lines, as
well as proper legal, commercial, mon-
etary, and banking relations must be
provided.
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Iran Deputy FM

embarks on dip-

lomatic visit to
Tokyo

Iranian Deputy Foreign Min-
ister for Political Affairs Ali
Bagheri Kani has landed in
Tokyo, responding to the offi-
cial invitation extended by his
Japanese counterpart.

The visit marks a significant
diplomatic exchange between
the two nations, offering a
platform for discussions on
various fronts.

During his stay in Tokyo,
Bagheri Kani’s agenda is brim-
ming with crucial meetings.
The Deputy Political Minister
is set to have a meeting with
Japan’s  Foreign  Minister,
Yoko Kamikawa, and Senior
Japanese Deputy Minister for
Foreign Affairs, Takehiro Fu-
nakoshi. These high-profile
discussions are expected to
delve into matters of mutual
interest, fostering stronger
diplomatic ties between the
two nations.

Apart from government offi-
cials, Bagheri Kani will also
hold meetings with parliamen-
tary representatives in Japan,
contributing to a broader dia-
logue on political, economic,
and cultural collaboration.
In a bid to enrich the diplo-
matic exchange, Bagheri Kani
has included engagements
with Japanese scholars in his
schedule. These discussions
are anticipated to provide val-
uable insights into academic
perspectives on bilateral rela-
tions and global affairs.

The  discussions  during
Bagheri Kani’s visit are poised
to cover an array of topics,
including bilateral relations
between Iran and Japan. Ad-
ditionally, the meetings will
address regional and interna-
tional developments, under-
scoring the commitment of
both nations to understanding
and navigating the complex
geopolitical  landscape.
This diplomatic visit serves
as a testament to the endur-
ing ties between Iran and Ja-
pan, fostering open dialogue
and cooperation on matters
of shared interest. As the
Deputy Foreign Minister for
Political Affairs engages in
these high-level discussions,
it signals a commitment to
strengthening diplomatic
relations and promoting un-
derstanding between the two
nations.

On December 13, the Irani-
an Foreign Minister Hossein
Amir Abdollahian met with his
Japanese counterpart on the
sidelines of the World Refugee
Forum in the Swiss city of Ge-
neva. During their meeting, the
two officials underscored the
importance of enhancing ties
and promoting bilateral rela-
tions and cooperation. Refer-
ring to the old and deep-rooted
ties between the two countries,
Kamikawa announced there
were plans and schedules for
bilateral meetings between the
officials of the two countries in
the near future.

The foreign ministers of Japan
and Iran also agreed to main-
tain communication over the
ongoing humanitarian crisis
in the Gaza Strip. Both sides
expressed hope for a de-esca-
lation of the war between the
Israeli regime and the Pales-
tinian resistance group Hamas
and vowed to step up efforts
to prevent further expansion of
the conflict in the region.
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Iran affirms com-
mitment to se-
curity of Strait of
Hormuz

Iran’s Deputy Defense Min-
ister announced on Monday
that Tehran is committed to
protecting the security of the
Strait of Hormuz, adding that
foreign forces pose a threat to
the safety of West Asia’s re-
gional waters.

Brigadier General Mehdi Fa-
rahi made the remarks during
a meeting with Ahmed Bin
Salim Bin Mohamed Baomar,
the head of Oman’s National
Defense College.

“The Strait of Hormuz and
the Sea of Oman are not only
vital for the Islamic Republic
of Iran and the Sultanate of
Oman but also for the whole
world. The Islamic Republic
of Iran always emphasizes
maritime security, especially
the secure passage of energy
through the Strait of Hormuz,
which is a global and indus-
trial need, and considers itself
committed to ensuring the se-
curity of this waterway,” said
the deputy defense minister,
adding that regional security
can only be provided by re-
gional powers. “The presence
of foreign countries compli-
cates the region’s security
situation and will not help in
preserving it.”
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TEDPIX, the main index of the
Tehran Stock Exchange (TSE),
gained 35,831 points (1.65 per-
cent) to 2,207,655 on Saturday,
which is the first day of the Iranian
calendar week.

TSE is one of the four Iranian stock

TEDPIX gains
35,800 points
on Saturday

exchanges, and the most impor-
tant one. The other three ones are
Iran Mercantile Exchange (IME),
Iran Energy Exchange (IREN-
EX), and Iran’s over-the-counter
(OTC) market, known as Iran Fara
Bourse (IFB).

Source:

By:

Here are some simple, effec-
tive tips for protecting you
and your family from the
dangers of outdoor air pol-
lution:

1. Check daily air pollution
forecasts in your area. The
color-coded forecasts can let
you know when the air is un-
healthy in your community.
2. Avoid exercising outdoors
when pollution levels are
high. When the air is bad,
move your workout indoors,
like walking in a shopping
mall or using a gym. Limit
the amount of time your child
spends playing outdoors if
the air quality is unhealthy.
And even if the air quality
forecasts are green, avoid
exercising near high-traffic
areas, because the vehi-
cles on busy highways can
create high pollution levels
nearby.

3. Use less energy in your

home. Generating electricity
and other sources of energy
creates air pollution. By re-
ducing energy use, you can
help improve air quality, curb
greenhouse gas emissions,
encourage energy independ-
ence and save money!

4. Walk, bike or carpool.
Combine trips. Use buses,
subways, light rail systems,
commuter trains or other al-
ternatives to driving your car.
5. Don’t burn wood or trash.
Burning firewood and trash
are among the major sources
of particle pollution in many
parts of the country.

6. Use hand-powered or
electric lawn care equipment
rather than gasoline-pow-
ered. Old two-stroke engines
like lawnmowers and leaf or
snow blowers add pollution
to the air.

7. Be ready for disasters that
impact air quality, like wild-

[0Tips to Protect Yoursel
rom Unhealthy Air

fires. Learn how to prepare
for wildfire smoke, extreme
heat and cold, storms and
more with our resources.

8. Protect your indoor air
quality too. Learn how to
make sure the air you breathe
indoors is clean.

9. Raise your voice. We can
all take steps to reduce pol-
lution and avoid exposure,
but we need our policymak-
ers at every level of govern-
ment to prioritize clean air.
Get involved by checking out
our Healthy Air Campaign,
where you can send messag-
es to decision-makers and
share your story.

Bottom line: Help yourself
and everyone else breathe
easier.  Support national,
state and local efforts to
clean up sources of pollu-
tion. Your life and the life of
someone you love may de-
pend on it.

[ranian Gas Stations temporarily disrupted after cyberattack

Gas stations across Iran have slowly returned to normal after around 60% of
them were knocked offline by a technical problem on Monday that arose due

to a cyberattack.

everything back to normal,” Javad Owiji said Monday morning. ;
A spokesperson for Iran’s petrol stations association also addressed the situ- - '

ation, clarifying that “no price hike is on the agenda at all.”

Iran’s oil Minister has confirmed that stations in several cities could not offer

An Israeli-linked group identifying itself as “Predatory Sparrow” has claimed

services normally as they were disrupted by a cyberattack carried out by “ene-
mies to overshadow the welfare and comfort of the people.” He did not specify
who exactly was behind the attack.

While thousands of gas stations remained in service, people could not use
their electronic fuel cards to purchase gas at a subsidized price. “People’s
monthly share of subsidized gas is fully preserved. We are working to bring

responsibility for the disruptions.

Iran’s Civil Defense Organization said it was weighing all the possible options,
including interference and hacking, but it was not currently possible to verify =
the claims made by the enemies. ;
In October 2021, a cyberattack aimed at Iran’s fuel distribution infrastructure
led to a momentary disruption, promptly mitigated by Iranian experts.

The Iranian official’s warnings
come after the U.S. withdrew
its USS Dwight D. Eisenhower
aircraft carrier from the Per-
sian Gulf after about 20 days.
The American aircraft carrier’s
presence in the region had
stoked fear about a potential
military confrontation between
regional forces and the U.S.

During the meeting, General
Farahi stressed the importance
of cooperation between Oman
and Iran, expressing hope that
the two sides will continue
their extensive collaboration.
“The deep-rooted civilization-

[rn sends congratulatory

Tehran hosting Intl. transportation exhibition |
messages to Qatar on Nattonal Day
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al, historical, religious, and
cultural ties between the two
nations have led to strong
relationships at all levels. The
meetings between the leaders
of the two countries in recent
years confirm the political will
and interest of the leaders to
develop bilateral relations,”
the official highlighted.

Iran and Oman held a daylong
maritime rescue and relief ex-
ercise in the northern Indian
Ocean and the Strait of Hor-
muz in November.

Combat vessels and flight
units of the naval forces of
the Iranian Army as well as
the Islamic Revolution Guards
Corps (IRGC) along with
Oman’s Navy took part in the
exercise.

The deputy defense minister
also touched on the issue of
Palestine, slamming ongo-
ing Israeli crimes against the
Palestinians in Gaza and the
West Bank. He said the U.S.
and its Western allies are sure
to blame for the disastrous
consequences of Israel’s lat-
est war on Gaza, as they have
done everything in their power
to prolong the regime’s brutal
killing campaign.

The seventh International Exhibition
of Transportation, Logistics, and Re-
lated Industries was opened at Imam
Khomeini  Grand Prayer Campus
(Mosalla) on Monday, IRNA reported.
The opening ceremony of the exhibition
was attended by senior officials includ-
ing Transport and Urban Development
Minister Mehrdad Bazrpash.

During this three-day exhibition, in addi-
tion to the companies active in all trans-
portation sectors, including air, sea,
road and rail, over 85 knowledge-based
companies and startups along with sev-
eral foreign exhibitors are showcasing
the latest achievements and services in
the transportation industry.

Unveiling of at least 22 products from
different companies as well as road con-
struction machines and holding training
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workshops by associations and trade
unions are some of the programs that
are scheduled to be held on the side-
lines of this exhibition.

Transit through Iran rises 33% in a
year

Speaking at the opening ceremony of
the exhibition, Bazrpash said the transit
through Iran has increased by 33 per-
cent over the past year.

“Completion and expansion of transpor-
tation routes has been on the agenda
in the last year, and in this regard un-
precedented projects have been put into
operation,” the minister said.

“In the seventh National Development
Plan, transit will have a higher share and
a greater role. Also, the construction of
logistics centers in the country, which
were abandoned in the past, is included

in the seventh development plan and is
currently being reviewed by the Expedi-
ency Council and the Guardian Council,”
Bazrpash said.

He also mentioned to the conclusion of
numerous contracts for the export of
technical and engineering services to
other countries, saying: “Among these
contracts, the $200 million agreement
for the construction of a road by Irani-
an companies in Armenia and the $550
million agreement for the construction
of 240 km of road in Turkmenistan can
be mentioned.”

Bazrpash pointed to the presence of
more than 85 knowledge-based compa-
nies in the exhibition and said: “These
companies, especially in the field of
software, can help us achieve our
goals.”

Iranian  Foreign Minister Hossein
Amir Abdollahian congratulated Qatar
on its National Day, expressing hope
for broader strategic cooperation be-
tween the two countries.

In a social media post on X, on Sun-
day, Amir Abdollahian extended warm
congratulations on Qatar's National
Day, conveying regards to the peo-
ple, the government, and specifically,
Qatari Prime Minister and Minister of
Foreign Affairs, Mohammed bin Ab-
dulrahman Al Thani.

Qatar National Day is a national com-
memoration of the country’s unifica-
tion in 1878, celebrated annually on
December 18, known as Founder’s
Day.

The top Iranian diplomat underscored
the significance of close cooperation
between the Islamic Republic of Iran
and Qatar in addressing various inter-
national and regional challenges. He
highlighted this collaboration as a tes-
tament to mutual trust, constituting a
valuable asset for the advancement of
bilateral relations.

He also expressed hope that Tehran
and Doha would leverage their vast
potential and capabilities to further
improve cooperation in all areas.

Iran and Qatar enjoy close relations
in many areas of cooperation. Both
countries have adopted similar po-
sitions regarding the outbreak of the
Israel war on the Gaza Strip. Tehran
and Doha called for a ceasefire and
respect for human lives in Gaza.

Iran and Qatar have engaged in in-
tense diplomatic efforts over the past
month to help stop the Israeli bom-
bardment of the densely-populated
strip, where over two million people
live.

In November, Amir Abdollahian visit-
ed Qatar to meet Emir Sheikh Tamim
Bin Hamad Al Thani, the political bu-
reau chief of Hamas, Ismail Haniyeh,
as well as his Qatari counterpart. Qa-
tar's Foreign Minister discussed the
plan regarding the Gaza situation with
Amir Abdollahian and thanked Iran
for its pivotal role and valuable efforts
in de-escalating the war against Gaza.
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