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Over 79m tons of
non-oil products
loaded, unload-
ed in portsin 8
months

As reported by Iran’s Ports
and Maritime Organization
(PMO), 79,698,472 tons of
non-oil products were loaded
and unloaded in the ports of
country during the first eight
months of the present Iranian
calendar year (March 21-No-
vember 21).

The PMO has also reported
that the loading and unloading
of goods in the ports of Iran
increased by seven percent in
the first eight months of the
present year, as compared to
the same period of time in the
past year.

As the organization reported,
153,871,295 tons of commod-
ities were loaded and unloaded
in the ports during the eight-
month period.

During the said period, loading
and unloading operations in
the container sector reached
1,787,110 TEUs, which was
three percent more than the
1,740,208 TEUs in the first eight
months of the past year.
Based on the data previously
released by Transport and Ur-
ban Development Ministry, the
loading and unloading of goods
in the ports of Iran rose 17 per-
cent during the previous lranian
calendar year 1400 (ended on
March 20), as compared to the
preceding year.

The ministry’s data show that
the loading and unloading of
goods in the country’s ports
reached 152.91 million tons in
the previous Iranian calendar
year, while the figure stood
at 130.69 million tons in the
preceding year.

During the said year, loading
and unloading operations in
the container sector reached
2.1 million TEUs with a weight
of 24.57 million tons, which
was 13.5 percent more than the
1.85 million TEUs in the Iranian
calendar year 1399, the report
said.

The loading and unloading
of goods during the previous
year also grew by 12.8 percent
in the dry bulk sector, while in
the liquid bulk sector the fig-
ure increased by 12.6 percent,
in the general cargo sector
rose by 13.1 percent, and in
the oil sector grew by 22.5
percent.

While Iran is combating the
U.S. unilateral sanctions on its
economy, the country’s ports as
the major gates of exports and
imports play a significant role in
this battle. This role makes all-
out support to ports and more
development of them serious
and vital.

Such necessity has led the gov-
ernment to define projects for
more development of the ports
and also take some measures to
encourage investment making
in ports, in addition to facilitat-
ing the loading and unloading
of goods, especially basic com-
modities, there.

Itis worth mentioning that Iran’s
Ports and Maritime Organiza-
tion has defined a high number
of projects to develop and im-
prove the country’s ports, as
the country aims to double the
capacity of its ports in a course
of five years.

According to the PMO, the ca-
pacity of the country’s ports
has increased from 180 million
tons in the Iranian calendar year
1392 (ended in March 2014) to
250 million tons in 1399 (ended
in March 2021).

Non-o1l goods worth over $200m exported from Golestan province in § months

As announced by a provincial
official, non-oil commodities
valued at $200.731 million
were exported from Golestan
province, in the northeast of
Iran, during the first eight
months of the current Iranian
calendar year (March 21-No-
vember 21).

Shahriyar Shahriyari, the di-
rector-general of the province’s
Customs Department, put the
weight of exported goods at
352,388 tons.

He named Turkmenistan, Iraq,
Kazakhstan, Pakistan, Uzbek-
istan, Bulgaria, Romania, Ar-
menia, Russia, Afghanistan,
Kyrgyzstan, Poland, Turkey,
Tajikistan, Georgia, India, Azer-
baijan, UAE, Greece, Qatar, Cy-
prus, Oman, Belarus, Bahrain,
and Kuwait as the major export
destinations of the products.

The official further announced
that 51,743 tons of non-oil
goods worth $103.811 million
were imported to the province

in the first eight months of this
year.

As previously announced by
Darvish-Ali Hassan-Zadeh, the
head of the province’s Industry,
Mining and Trade Department,
the value of non-oil export from
Golestan province increased by
26 percent in the past Iranian
calendar year 1401 (ended on
March 20), as compared to the
preceding year.

He said that non-oil commod-
ities worth $235 million were

exported from the province to
33 countries in the previous
year.

According to the data released
by the Islamic Republic of Iran
Customs Administration (IRI-
CA), the value of Iran’s non-oil
exports exceeded $32 billion
in the first eight months of the
current Iranian calendar year.
Based on the IRICA data, Iran
exported 90.044 million tons
of non-oil commodities worth
$32.243 billion in the men-
tioned eight months.

The non-oil exports in the men-
tioned period increased by 27
percent in terms of weight, and
1.6 percent in terms of value,
year on year.

The average value of each ton
of exported goods in the first
eight months of the current
year was $358 while the aver-
age value of each ton of export-
ed goods in the previous year’s
same period was reported to be
$462.

Liquefied natural gas, liquefied
propane, methanol, petroleum
bitumen, and liquefied butane
were the five main exported
goods in the period under re-
view.

Iran’s top export destination
during this period was Chi-
na with $9.158 billion worth

of imports from the Islamic
Republic, followed by Iraq
with $6.023 billion, the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates (UAE) with
over $4.162 billion, Turkey with
$3.028 billion, and India with
$1.466 billion.

Meanwhile, some 24.709 mil-
lion tons of goods valued at
$42.199 billion were imported
into the country in the said pe-
riod, indicating a 12.36-percent
rise in terms of value, and a
4.32 percent increase in terms
of weight, year on year.

The average customs value of
each ton of imported goods
during this period was $1,708,
which shows a 7.70 percent
increase compared to the same
period last year.

Corn, mobile phones, soy-
beans, automobile parts, sun-
flower seeds, and safflower
were the five main items of im-
ported goods in the mentioned
eight-month period.

The country’s top five sourc-
es of imports in the first eight
months of the current year
were the UAE with $13.054
billion, China with $12.191 bil-
lion, Turkey with $4.443 billion,
Germany with $1.428 billion,
and India with $1.244 billion
worth of imports.

[ran to host ICCA gen

The Iran Chamber of Commerce,
Industries, Mines and Agriculture
(ICCIMA) is going to host the 40th

general assembly of the Islamic
Chamber of Commerce, Industry and
Agriculture (ICCIA) in 2024.

The decision was made during the
39th meeting of the ICCIA general
assembly which was held in Qatar’s
capital Doha on Saturday, the ICCIMA
portal reported.

In the meeting, the attendees ap-
proved the recommendation of the
35th Board of Directors of the ICCIA
to change the name of ICCIA to the
Islamic Chamber of Commerce and
Development (ICCD). The Meeting
also approved the new Logo of the
ICCIA.

The members also reviewed the re-
port on the implementation of the pro-
grams and projects of the ICCIA for
2023 as well as its financial report for
2023. In this context, the participants
approved the recommendations of the

eral assembly m 2024

ICCIA’s Board of Directors Meeting on
the activities and programs of ICCIA
for 2024 and approved the budget of
the ICCIA for 2024.

In the previous edition of the meet-
ing in Baku in July, ICCIMA Head
Hossein Selahvarzi expressed Iran’s
readiness to host the 40th edition of
the meeting.

The ICCIA was founded under the
Organization of Islamic Cooperation
(OIC) in 1978 and it now covers
chambers of commerce from 57 Is-
lamic countries.

Iran’s hosting of the ICCIA General
Assembly Meeting in 2024 will be the
country’s first hosting of the meeting
since the ICCIA came into existence
45 years ago.

[ran-Russia trade up 18% m § months on vear

The value of trade between Iran and
Russia rose 18 percent during the first
eight months of the current Iranian
calendar year (March 21-Novemebr
21), as compared to the same period
of time in the past year, the head of the
Islamic Republic of Iran Customs Ad-
ministration (IRICA) announced.
Mohammad Rezvani-Far said that
3.748 million tons of products worth
$1.756 billion were traded between the
two neighbors in the mentioned eight-
month period.

The weight of eight-month bilateral
trade also rose 43 percent year on year,
the official added.

He put the value of Iran’s export to Rus-
sia at $616.326 million in the first eight
months of the present year, which was
32 percent higher than the figure of the
same period of time in the past year.
The IRICA head also announced that
Iran imported commodities valued at
$1.14 billion from Russia in the eight-
month period, with 12 percent growth,
year on year.

In line with the two countries’ deter-
mination to increase the level of trade
exchanges, during a video conference
meeting between the deputy transport
ministers of Iran and Russia on No-
vember 28, the two sides discussed
ways of increasing annual transit
through Iran to 10 million tons.

In this virtual meeting, the two sides
discussed transportation cooperation
between the two countries in all areas

including rail, road, and sea.

Speaking in this meeting, Iranian Dep-
uty Transport Minister Shahryiar Afan-
dizadeh referred to the high potential
for port cooperation between the two
countries, especially in the Caspian
Sea, and noted that there is a good
capacity in Iran’s northern ports for
receiving goods sent from Russia and
sending them to desired destinations
using combined transportation meth-
ods.

The officials also discussed the
Rasht-Astara railway project and the
representative of the Iranian contractor
of the project, namely the Construction
and Development of Transportation In-
frastructures Company, presented a re-
port on the project’s physical progress.
Iran and Russia have been taking seri-
ous steps to boost their mutual trade

over the past few years.

In late January, Iranian President Ebra-
him Raisi said that the Islamic Repub-
lic and Russia have reached an agree-
ment to boost the trade between the
two countries up to $10 billion.

“We agreed to remove trade barriers
and boost the economic exchanges be-
tween the two countries. Currently, the
level of mutual trade is not acceptable,
so the two countries agreed to increase
trade to $10 billion a year,” Raisi said
on January 21, upon arrival to Tehran
after a two-day visit to Moscow.

As major players in the world and West
Asia’s political and economic scene,
Iran and Russia have been expanding
political and economic ties for many
years, however, the relations between
the two countries have entered a whole
new level over the past few months.

The imposition of sanctions on both
countries has been a major factor
in bringing the two sides closer to-
gether, making them a strong alliance
against U.S. pressures. Over the past
few months, senior officials from the
two sides have been meeting and
visiting each other to consolidate bi-
lateral cooperation in various fields,
including energy, oil, gas, and transit,
as well as diplomatic and political re-
lations.

As the most significant event among
the mentioned exchanges, Russia’s
President Vladimir Putin visited Tehran
on July 19 to attend the 7th Summit
of the Guarantor States of the Astana
Process.

During his visit to Tehran Putin met
with Leader of the Islamic Revolution
Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei and
President Raisi and exchanged views
on the recent development in the world
and the relations between the two
countries.

In these meetings, the two sides
reached new agreements and stressed
the need to take the necessary meas-
ures for broadening political and eco-
nomic ties between the two countries
to nullify the impacts of the U.S. sanc-
tions.

Among other issues, Tehran and Mos-
cow have been negotiating a free trade
agreement to ensure acceleration in
the economic relations between the
two countries.

POGC saves over
€20m by domestic
production of gas
industry equip-
ment

The head of the Research
and Technology Center of
the South Pars Gas Complex
(POGC) said the complex has
saved more than 20 million
euros by advancing projects
for the first-time production
of gas industry equipment and
items inside the country.
“The successful implementa-
tion of these projects, in ad-
dition to saving more than 20
million euros, has ended the
dependence on foreign sourc-
es for the supply of some vital
equipment for the country’s
gas industry and will make
Iran one of the producers of
technological equipment for
the gas industry in the world,”
Abbas Sayadi told Shana on
Saturday.

According to Sayadi, the POGC
Research and  Technology
Center was established with
the aim of effective and sus-
tainable communication with
universities and science and
technology parks of the coun-
try and to this end, the main
goal of the center has been to
create a technology ecosystem
based on the technological
needs of the industry.

Over the past two years, Irani-
an Oil Ministry has inked a total
of 51 deals valued at $68 mil-
lion with 40 knowledge-based
companies for the first-time
production of equipment and
items needed in the country’s
oil and gas industry.

The production of the men-
tioned items and equipment,
which have been imported into
the country so far, is going to
save the country $305 million.

Iran appointed
vice chair of UIC
regional assembly

The Islamic Republic of Iran
Railways (known as RAIl) has
been re-appointed as the first
vice chair of the International
Union of Railways (UIC) Re-
gional Assembly for the Mid-
dle-East (RAME).

As reported, the decision was
made during the 32nd Meeting
of UIC RAME which was held
virtually, on December 15, the
portal of the Iranian Transport
Ministry reported.

During the meeting which was
attended by senior officials
from UIC, various issues were
discussed, including the fi-
nancial and budget issues and
the recent activities of the UIC
Middle East regional office,
the review of the activities of
the Middle East Railways Rail
Training Center, the activities
of the COP28 event in Dubai,
projects in this region includ-
ing harsh weather conditions,
work requirements for heating,
ventilation and air conditioning
systems, hydrogen hazards,
development of a specialized
network of security, safety,
mobile communication sys-
tem in the future to evaluate
the needs of long-range radio
communication in West Asia,
etc.

Iran, Turkey, Iraq, Afghanistan,
Saudi Arabia, Syria, Jordan,
Oman, Qatar, and the UAE are
members of UIC regional as-
sembly for West Asia.
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18th Tehran Auc-
tion gross over
$1.235 million

The 18th Tehran Auction for
contemporary lranian art,
which was held online for the
first time, grossed about 620
billion rial (over $1.235 mil-
lion) on Friday night.

Of the total of 114 artworks
by 113 contemporary veteran
and young artists special-
izing in painting, sculpture,
and photography, all but two
works were sold, Honaron-
line reported.

A Bijar rug with LED neons
created by veteran painter
and sculptor Parviz Tanavoli
titled “Farangi Woman on
Persian Carpet 11” in 2019
was sold for 55 billion rials
($110,000) to become the
most expensive work of this
edition.

Works by painters Aydin
Aghdashloo and Massoud
Arabshahi fetched the next
highest price, going under
the hammer at 46.2 billion
rials ($92,400) both.
Aghdashloo’s work was a
gouache-on-cardboard paint-
ing titled “Enigma 92” dating
back to 2012 and Arabshahi’s
untitled artwork was mixed
media on canvas painted in
1986.

The only artist who had two
works at the event was the
veteran painter Parviz Kalan-
tari. His two untitled artworks
finished in the 5th and 13th
place of the most expensive
items at the event.

His oil and straw on canvas
painted in 2009, with an es-
timated value of 30 to 40 bil-
lion rials ($60,000 to 80,000)
was sold for 34.1 billion rials
($68,200) and his mixed me-
dia on canvas dating back
to 1988 with an estimated
value of 10 to 15 billion rials
($20,000 to 30,000) went un-
der the hammer for 11 billion
rials ($22,000).

In addition to works by re-
nowned artists such as
Mohammad  Ehsai, Par-
vaneh Etemadi, Yadollah
Derakhshani, Kamran Diba,
Kurosh Shishegaran, and
Farshid Mesghali, works
from young artists such as
Zahra Sadri, Hossein Mo-
hammadi, Faramarz Khani,
Mostafa Chubtarash, Zahra
Amir-Yeganeh, Maedeh Ami-
ri, Taher Purheidari, Zahra
Shafi, and Roshana Rostami
were also present at the auc-
tion.

The first of its kind in Iran, the
Tehran Auction was launched
in 2012 as an independent
and private initiative to intro-
duce the best in Iranian art,
ranging from established and
emerging Iranian artists to
art collectors and the global
audience.

The event is aimed at ad-
dressing the increasing
interest in modern and con-
temporary Iranian art and
facilitating the acquisition
of quality works in reliable
ways.

In previous years, the Teh-
ran Auction held separate
contemporary and modern
art auctions in summer and
winter, but this year, the or-
ganizers included an online
auction to bridge the gap be-
tween the two events.
Caption: The most expensive
artworks of the 18th Tehran
Auction by Parviz Tanavoli
(L), Massoud Arabshahi (C),
and Aydin Aghdashloo.
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Mehran Barkhordari of Iran won a gold

Iran’s Barkhord- medal at the wuxi 2023 World Taek-
. . wondo Grand Slam Champions Series
ari clalms gold on Sunday.

~ Biingual 3
ilino i

E((Jn(‘xmlc

Grand Slam

at Wuxi 2023

In the -80kg final it was a repeat of the
final from the previous Grand Slam
with Mehran Barkhordari facing Uz-
bekistan’s Jasurbek Jaysunov.

This time it was Barkhordari who came
out on top as he won the match 2:1.
Iran’s Mirhashem Hosseini made it a
bronze for Iran as fellow Iranian Amir-
mohammad Bakhshi was forced to
withdraw in the bronze medal match.
Barkhordari also secured his place at
the 2024 Olympic Games.

Source:

Nobody can be liked by everybody, but
sometimes it’s important for your so-
cial life or your career to become more
likeable. Becoming more liked might
just be as easy as taking some extra
interest in their life and interests!
Making a Person Like You One-on-
One

Ask people about themselves. Be in-
terested in them. What conversation
is better than with a person who is
genuinely interested in what you are
saying? If you are in a conversation
and hear yourself saying “I did this, |
did that,” stop yourself. Ask the other
person’s opinion. Conversations are
two-way streets!

Ask for a favor. This one may sound
kind of funny if you’re not familiar with
it -- it’s a technique known as the “Ben-
jamin Franklin Effect.” Basically, you
ask for a favor, the other person does it
for you, you thank them, and they end
up liking you more. You'd think that
the person having something done for
them would like the other, but it’s not
s0. So the next time you feel the need
to borrow something, don’t hesitate to
ask!

Talk about what interests the other per-
son. If you know their hobbies or pas-

W

sions, ask! This will usually get them
going non-stop and take the heat off
you!

- Take opportunities to use their name.
People love hearing their name. As
Dale Carnegie puts it, to them it is the
sweetest sound in the entire language.
[2] It validates them and subsequently
they feel reassured and happier. If you
can slip it in, do so.

Be empathetic. Pretty straight-
forward and logical, huh?

But oddly enough, even

though humans (on

some level) know

this, it's so much

easier not to do

it. We're all

concerned with

me, me, me

and  waiting

for the next

time we can

addtoacon-

versation. To

amplify your

likeabili-

ty, turn the

spotlight over

to the other

person.

Focus on understanding them.

Flatter them. Another one

that seems really obvious.
Unfortunately, paying oth-

ers compliments some- ¥
times can be awkward (lots
of people don’t know how
to handle them!) and seem

10 et People to Like You

as if you have ill motivations (a
relationship, for exam-
ple). For starters, get
over yourself. Everyone
loves it. Well, a genuine,
well-timed one, at least!
Make them feel good. An-

other big duh, huh? The
overarching theme of this
article is really just making
the other person feel good.

It's how you do it where the

options

come
in.

By:

Every person is a bit different, but we
all share similar qualities. We all want
attention, to be happy, and to feel
like we’re cared for and useful. And
for those people that gives us those
things, we like them.

Mastering Likeable Body Language
Smile. The absolute simplest way
to get people to like you is to smile
genuinely. People crave being around
others that are fun and happy because
it’s contagious -- you’ll make them feel
good just by being present.

Use a comfortable level of eye contact.
This one hopefully comes naturally.
Eye contact is one of the simplest ways
to show someone you’re paying atten-
tion.

[ndustrial sector’s issues discussed at TCCIMA uommltee meetmg

Members of the Tehran Chamber of Commerce, Industries, Mines
and Agriculture (TCGIMA)’s Industry and Mining Committee gath-
ered on Saturday to discuss the issues related to the Tehran prov-

ince’s industry and mining sectors.

The challenges that the industrial units are currently facing includ-
ing the lack of sufficient support for production, lack of attention
to the provision of infrastructure, multi-rate currency and lack
of access to sufficient foreign currency, mandated pricing and

the imposition of cumbersome restrictions on trade were among
the topic discussed at the gathering, the TCCIMA portal reported.
During the meeting, which was attended by the deputy Industry,
Mining and Trade Minister and the representatives of Tehran’s
major industrial and mining companies, head of the committee
Hervik Yarijanian said power outages, the high cost of issuing
industrial licenses and tax costs are among the problems of the
country’s industrial units.

Israel bulldozes, ‘burtes alive’
dozens at Gaza’s Kamal Adwan Hospital

KAMAL ADWAN, GAZA fas
ISRAELI ATTACKS

Israeli forces stormed and bulldozed
parts of Kamal Adwan Hospital in north-
ern Gaza on Saturday, burying alive and
killing dozens of patients and injured dis-
placed Palestinians, according to a video
uploaded by Al-Jazeera videographer
and reporter Anas al-Sharif.

The video from al-Sharif suggests that
the courtyard, which contained many
tents set up by refugees, was deliber-
ately bulldozed by Israeli forces before
people had a chance to escape, The New
Arab reported.

In the video, an emotional al-Sharif ex-
plains that Israeli forces had currently
withdrawn, but that “a major despicable
act occurred at Kamal Adwan”. The vid-
eo then cuts to scenes of the destroyed
courtyard, with earth and bricks over-
turned into mounds, under which are
dead bodies.

“This is the crime committed by the Is-
raeli forces in Kamal Adwan’s yards.”

He then turns the camera to what looks

like a dismembered limb, saying: “This is
the body of an injured refugee who was
in the hospital ... the Israeli bulldozers
ran him over.”

“We cannot describe the situation ...
tens of bodies run over by Israeli bull-
dozers,” al-Sharif says as he pans
around the yard, showing more crushed
heaps of rubble and body parts.
“Dozens of displaced, sick, and wounded
people were buried alive. The occupation
[Israeli] bulldozers trampled the tents of
the displaced people in the hospital yard
and brutally crushed them,” he adds.
According to witnesses, there were doz-
ens of people taking refuge in the yard
when Israeli forces attacked. “They are
now under the rubble,” the videographer
says.

Though the exact number of dead is not
given in the video, al-Sharif indicates
that he has only been able to cover a
small part of the destruction at Kamal
Adwan.

In a particularly gruesome scene, the
video shows a kitten eating what al-Sha-
rif calls “the flesh of martyrs’ bodies”.
Al-Sharif says that though he does not
want to show these scenes, he feels the
world must know about “the atrocities
Israel commits against our people”.

The contents of the video cannot at this
time be independently verified by The
New Arab.

Kamal Adwan has been under direct
siege for nine days in a row, with re-
ports of the Israeli forces shooting at
anything within its vicinity. The structure
now appears to be almost completely
destroyed.

One of Israel’s main tactics in its war
on Gaza has been to systematically
target hospitals, not just to make them
dysfunctional , but also to stop Gazans
from seeking refuge within them. It has
claimed, without presenting any credi-
ble evidence, that Hamas uses them as
“command centres”.

PB0 expects next vear’s
budget bill to be 98% realized

The head of Iran’s Planning and
Budget Organization (PBO) has said
the national budget bill for the next
Iranian calendar year 1402 (March
2024-March 2025) is expected to
be realized by 98 percent, IRIB re-
ported.

“The next year’s budget will be re-
alized with 98 percent certainty,
events may affect it, but we do not
have a hidden budget deficit in the
budget,” Davoud Manzour said in a
televised interview on Friday.
President Ebrahim Raisi submitted
the national budget bill for the next
Iranian year to the Majlis (parlia-
ment) on December 5.

The proposed budget for the next
year amounts to about 54.18 quad-
rillion rials (about $108.36 billion
at the free market rate of 500,000
rials), with an 18 percent rise from
the current year’s budget.

The bill has estimated the govern-
ment’s budget at 24.29 quadrillion
rials (about $48.58 billion).

Public resources are estimated at
14.95 quadrillion rials (about $29.9
billion).

The crude oil income is predicted
to be 5.54 quadrillion rials (about
$11.08 billion), and oil sales are

estimated at 1.35 million barrels
per day at an average price of
€65.

Like the current year’s budget, the
next year’s proposed budget re-
quires the government to pay 40
percent of its oil, gas, and gas con-
densate revenues to the National
Development Fund (NDF).

Tax revenues are predicted to
be 11.22 quadrillion rials (about
$22.44 billion) which is 49.8 per-
cent more than the figure for the
current year’s budget bill.

The data provided in next year’s
budget bill indicate that the gov-
ernment is taking major steps to
distance the economy from oil, as
a big portion of the income is set to
be gained from sources other than
oil and gas.

Oil incomes in the next year's
budget bill are estimated to be 6.2
percent less than the ceiling al-
lowed in the budget law, accounting
for only 22.8 percent of the total
incomes. On the other hand, the
share of tax revenues is twice the
revenues from oil and gas sales,
which means changing the budget
approach from oil revenues to sus-
tainable revenues.
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