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private sectors ready
to establish joint
ventures

In a meeting between Head of Iran
Chamber of Commerce, Industries,
Mines and Agriculture (ICCIMA)
Hossein Selahvarzi with Chairman
of the board of the Federation of
Syrian Chambers of Commerce Mo-
hamed Abou el-Hoda el-Lahham, at
the place of the ICCIMA in Tehran,
the two sides emphasized that the
private sectors of the two countries
are ready to establish joint ventures
to boost trade exchanges.

The officials noted that the men-
tioned joint companies can be
formed in various fields including
energy, food, and agriculture indus-
tries, as well as technical and engi-
neering services, the ICCIMA portal
reported.

Speaking in this meeting, Selah-
varzi said the low level of trade
between Iran and Syria is due to
the non-implementation of the free
trade agreement between the two
countries, as well as sanctions and
the lack of banking relations be-
tween the two sides.

Considering the recent agreements
reached between the governments
of the two countries most of the
mentioned obstacles have been re-
moved and the condition is ripe for
increasing trade between the two
sides, he said.

Iran and Syria signed six memoran-
dums of understanding (MOUS) on
economic and trade cooperation on
Saturday.

The MOUs were inked by Iranian
First Vice President Mohammad
Mokhber and Syrian Prime Minister
Hussein Arnous in a ceremony at
the end of the meeting of the two
countries’ Joint Economic Commit-
tee in Tehran.

As reported, Iran’s ministers of in-
dustry, mining and trade, energy,
finance and economic affairs, sport
and youth, agriculture, oil, and
culture, as well as the governor of
the Central Bank of Iran (CBI) were
present in the signing ceremony of
the mentioned MOUSs.
Addressing the meeting of the two
countries’ Joint Economic Commit-
tee, Iran’s Transport and Urban De-
velopment Minister Mehrdad Bazr-
pash, who is the co-chairman of the
Iran-Syria Joint Economic Commit-
tee, announced that the two sides
will soon begin establishing joint
insurance and banking institutes as
well as free trade zones.

Bazrpash expressed satisfaction
with the implementation of previ-
ous agreements between the two
nations.

He also said that the pace of imple-
menting bilateral agreements has
sped up in recent months and that
the two sides will introduce joint
economic zones soon.

Iran and Syria are accelerating op-
erational measures to implement
bilateral accords, he said, propos-
ing the formation of a permanent
joint energy committee between the
two countries to follow up agree-
ments concerning gas and electric-
ity cooperation.

The Iranian minister also under-
lined the need for finalizing the Teh-
ran-Damascus railway project, not-
ing that the Islamic Republic of Iran
Railways is fully prepared to study
the reconstruction of damaged rail-
roads in Syria.

Syrian Minister of Economy and
Foreign Trade Mohammad Samer
Khalil, who co-chairs the Iran-Syr-
ia Joint Economic Committee, de-
clared both parties’ plans to pursue
joint ventures such as setting up
free trade zones and joint insurance
and banking institutes.

The Syrian official also said the two
sides have reached a good con-
sensus regarding the guidelines of
the free trade agreement, and the
framework of cooperation between
central banks, as well as tourism,
and transportation sectors.

Iran exports non-oi goods worth $46 ol to Nigeria in 7 months

Iran exported non-oil commod-
ities valued at $46.5 million to
Nigeria during the first seven
months of the current Iranian
calendar year (March 21-Oc-
tober 22), the spokesman of
Trade Development Committee
of Iran’s House of Industry,
Mining and Trade announced.
Ruhollah Latifi said that among
the African trade partners of
Iran in the first seven months
of this year, Nigeria was the
fourth export destination of the
Iranian products, and the 15th
source of import to the coun-
try, he added.

As the official has announced,
Iran exported 1.205 million tons
of non-oil commodities valued
at $434 million to Africa during
the first seven months of the
current Iranian calendar year.
Latifi said that the country’s
seven-month export to Africa
fell 53 percent in value, and 33
percent in weight, year on year.
The official also announced that
Iran imported 38,122 tons of
goods valued at $47.434 mil-
lion from Africa in the first sev-
en months of the present year,
with 21 percent drop in worth
and 42 percent fall in weight, as
compared to the same period of
time in the past year.

Over the past 40 years, the
Islamic Republic of Iran has
never given up on its princi-
pled policy towards Africa due
to political and cultural com-
monalities, despite the sanc-

tions, pressure and disruptions
of the West, and has always
maintained itself alongside the
people and countries of Africa.
As reported, during the Iranian
calendar years 1384 and 1385
(March  2005-March  2007),
the relations between Iran and
the African continent increased
in terms of trade, but since
1386, the economic relations
between Iran and Africa have
decreased due to the econom-
ic crisis and cruel sanctions
against Iran.

Surveys show that in the past
years, due to the lack of res-
toration of economic relations
with Africa, the amount of trade
with the countries of this conti-
nent has remained at the level
of $1.2 billion, but according to
Mohammed-Sadeq Qanadza-
deh, the director general of
the Africa Department of Iran’s
Trade Promotion Organization
(TPO), facilitating the trade
route with Africa is happening
now and it is expected that the
trade figure with this continent
will reach $10 billion in the next
three years.

In fact, good steps have been
taken to use Africa’s capacity,
and Africa can be a suitable
market for Iranian goods, Qa-
nadzadeh stated.

Last year, the official referred to
the beginning of the 13th gov-
ernment’s measures to develop
relations with the African conti-
nent, and said: “Over the past

[Iranian calendar] year 1400
(ended on March 20, 2022), a
series of measures have been
initiated, which were resulted
in the visit of about 60 African
trade delegations, active pres-
ence in the exhibitions of this
continent, the opening of 10
trade centers, and the dispatch
of three commercial attachés.
“As the result of these meas-
ures, lran’s trade with Africa
experienced a 100-percent
growth from $650 million in
the Iranian year 1399, and also
in the first nine months of the
year 1401, Iran-Africa trade
was equal to the total trade of
the previous year, and we also
experienced a growth of about
700 percent in the export of
technical and engineering ser-
vices”, he added.

Also as announced by Ruhol-
lah Latifi, the value of trade
between Iran and Africa rose
two percent in the past Iranian
calendar year 1401 (ended on
March 20).

He put Iran-Africa annual trade
at 2.545 million tons worth
$1.278 billion.

Iran exported 2.452 million
tons of products valued at
$1.183 bhillion to 49 African
countries in the past vyear,
showing one percent fall, and
imported 92,898 tons of goods
worth $95.316 million from 23
African countries, indicating 59
percent growth, year on year,
according to Latifi.

Iranian Deputy Foreign Min-
ister for Economic Diplomacy
Mehdi Safari has said that the
economies of Iran and the Afri-
can continent are complemen-
tary to each other, and due to
their abundant capacities, sig-
nificant achievements can be
achieved in this due.

He made the remarks at the
Scientific and Economic Coop-
eration Meeting Between Iran
and West African Countries
(IRAN WAC) which was held in
Tehran in mid-March.

As reported, 20 multilateral and
bilateral cooperation agree-
ments were signed between
Iran and West African countries
in the first day of the mentioned
event, and the expansion and
deepening of comprehensive
economic cooperation was
emphasized.

Addressing that meeting, Pres-
ident Raisi emphasized Teh-
ran’s readiness to comprehen-
sively expand cooperation with
African  countries, especially
countries in the west of this
continent.

He also said that the current
level of trade between Iran and
Africa is not acceptable, and
according to the capacities and
efforts of the authorities of the
Islamic Republic of Iran and
West African countries, it is
expected that the cooperation
and economic relations be-
tween them will change even
more.

As stated by the experts, in
order to increase the level of
trade with Africa certain infra-
structure including transporta-
tion and direct shipping lines,
as well as proper legal, com-
mercial, monetary, and banking
relations must be provided.

It is said that in the near fu-
ture, the African continent will
become a great power in the
world due to having 18 percent
of the world’s population and
increasing population growth.

Statistics show that the African
continent has 30 percent of
mineral reserves, 40 percent of
gold, and 90 percent of chromi-
um and platinum in the world.
The continent also has the
largest reserves of cobalt, dia-
monds, platinum and uranium
in the world.

Also, Africa has 65 percent of
the world’s arable land, 10 per-
cent of renewable fresh water
resources, and 12 percent of
the world’s oil reserves.

As stated by Mehrad Ebad, a
member of the board of rep-
resentatives of Tehran Cham-
ber of Commerce, Industries,
Mines, and Agriculture (TCCI-
MA), in the last 20 years, Af-
rica’s foreign trade has grown
significantly, but Iran has not
yet been able to use this ca-
pacity.

According to Ebad, one of the
issues that caused the African
market to be neglected was the
lack of proper introduction of
this market to Iranian traders
and businessmen.

“In order to develop trade and
relations with African coun-
tries, it is suggested the activity
of joint chambers of commerce
to introduce target markets and
existing risks will be increased;
Because our exporters are not
interested to go to African mar-
kets due to lack of knowledge”,
he commented.

He also considered the cruel
sanctions as another problem
of trade with Africa and said
that the traders are forced
to send their goods to these
countries through neighboring
countries such as the UAE,
Oman and Turkey in order to
export their goods to African
countries. It will cause re-ex-
port of goods and increase
costs.

Despite existence of some bar-
riers in the way of expanding
trade between Iran and Africa,
the visit of Iranian President
Ebrahim Raisi to three African
countries (Kenya, Uganda, and
Zimbabwe) in mid-July proves
that the current government is
serious about developing co-
operation and communication
with the African continent in
order to secure the country’s
economic interests.

Economic experts believe that
the president’s visit to Afri-
ca provided the basis for in-
creasing Iran’s presence in the
60-billion-dollar economy of
the African continent and will
increase the level of activity of
Iranian traders and business-
men in this continent.

[ran s mterested m negotmtmns I)ut not ol the same type as the JCOPA

Despite the failure of the Joint Comprehensive Plan

dustries, the imposition of more sanctions, and the

of Action (JCOPA) in securing Tehran’s interests, Iran
is open to negotiations but in a way different than in
the past.

The 2015 Iran deal was inked in July 2015 between
Iran and the five permanent members of the UN Secu-
rity Council- the United States, Russia, China, Britain,
and France- along with Germany.

Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein Amir Abdollahian, in
a meeting on Saturday, expressed concerns over the
diminishing effectiveness of the JCOPA.

He further noted that Iran will not remain ensnared
within the tight tunnels of JCOPA forever.

Explaining the flaws and benefits of the JCOPA, the
minister stated that if it secures Iran’s interests, de-
spite its imperfections, Tehran “will utilize it.”
According to Amir Abdollahian, foreign and domestic
policies can be shaped through adherence to princi-
ples and respect for red lines.

The head of the Iranian diplomacy apparatus empha-
sized, “We will not compromise on our red lines.”
Iran may welcome negotiations, but only if the JCPOA
aligns with Tehran’s interests.

Is JCOPA still efficient?

Since the beginning of formal negotiations over the
JCOPA in 2013, the Iranian people have been worried
about the agreement since it was centered around im-
posing restrictions on Iran’s critical nuclear facilities.
Under the JCPOA, Iran agreed to eliminate its stock-
pile of medium-enriched uranium, cut its stockpile of
low-enriched uranium by 98%, and reduce by about
two-thirds the number of its gas centrifuges for 13
years. For the next 15 years, Iran agreed to enrich ura-
nium only up to 3.67%. It also agreed not to build any

new heavy-water facilities for the same period of time.
The agreement’s negative impact on the Iranian peo-
ple’s minds, coupled with the U.S. withdrawal from
the agreement during Donald Trump’s presidency in
May 2018, made everyone hesitant about the terms of
the agreement. These terms included receiving relief
from nuclear-related sanctions imposed by the U.S.,
European Union, and United Nations Security Council.
After the U.S. exit from the agreement, the Instrument
in Support of Trade Exchanges (INSTEX) as a Europe-
an special-purpose vehicle (SPV) was established on
31 January 2019 with the mission to facilitate non-
USD and non-SWIFT transactions with Iran to avoid
breaking U.S. sanctions.

Five EU nations including Belgium, Denmark, Nether-
lands, Finland, and Sweden declared in a joint state-
ment on 29 November 2019 that they would join the
INSTEX mechanism for trade with Iran.

INSTEX, without much gain to Iran, was terminated
later on March 2023 by European countries.

The West’s failure to fulfill its commitments, along
with the escalating limitations on Iran’s military in-

negligible impact of the JCPOA on Iran’s economy,
rendered the agreement ineffective. It seems that the
last nail in the coffin of the agreement has been ham-
mered.

Iran’s progress has sent a message to the West
Although numerous restrictions were imposed on
Iran, it kept moving on the path of development in
various fields, sending a message to the West that
with or without the JCOPA, Iran would be on the right
track of progress and development.

Iran’s military, scientific, medical, and economic pro-
gress have given Tehran the upper hand in any prob-
able negotiations.

Bearing in mind how the West treated the JCOPA,
Iranian officials will consider Tehran’s current capabil-
ities for possible negotiations with the West.

In a nutshell, despite the unsuccessful outcome of the
JCOPA, Iran has clearly stated that the country’s red-
lines are non-negotiable.

Thanks to the years-long experience of the West in
its Iran policy, it can be clearly stated that the maxi-
mum pressure policy no longer works toward Iran.
The West knows that neither sanctions nor threats
can derail Iran from its path.

Director-general of the International Atomic Energy
Agency Rafael Grossi, in his recent talk to the Wall
Street Journal, called for the “recreation of a system
of dialogue with Iran.”

He further urged nations to “sit down and re-engage.”
“We’re not asking for people to put pressure on Iran
but to engage with us,” Grossi said, voicing the fail-
ure of the pressure policy in the face of Iran’s nuclear
plans.

Major petrochem-
ical projects to
go operational in
Mahshahr soon

The head of Iran’s Nation-
al Petrochemical Company
(NPC) has said two major
petrochemical projects are
going to go operational in
southwestern Mahshahr port,
Shana reported.

Morteza Shahmirzaei, who
was visiting some petrochem-
ical projects in Mahshahr Pet-
rochemical Special Economic
Zone, said: “With the efforts
made in the current vyear,
the Ethylene Oxide Unit of
Maruon Petrochemical com-
plex and Nakhl-e Asmari Pet-
rochemical project will soon
be put into operation.”
According to Shahmirzaei, the
Ethylene Oxide Unit of Maruon
Petrochemical complex is
now ready for operation with
more than 99 percent physical
progress and it is expected to
be officially inaugurated dur-
ing the Ten-Day Dawn (Febru-
ary 1-11, 2024, which marks
the anniversary of the Islamic
Republic of Iran).

The petrochemical industry
plays a crucial role in Iran’s
non-oil economy, as petro-
chemical export is the sec-
ond-largest source of revenue
for the country after crude oil.
Petrochemical exports already
constitute nearly 33 percent of
the country’s non-oil exports.
According to Shah-Mirzaei,
the company plans to in-
crease its annual petrochemi-
cal production capacity to 200
million tons over the next 10
years.

In this regard, Iranian Oil Min-
ister Javad Oji said that more
than 100 petrochemical pro-
jects with a total investment
of about $70 billion have been
defined and will be imple-
mented across the country.
0ji noted that the country will
also be completely self-suffi-
cient in producing the cata-
lysts used in the petrochemi-
cal industry by the end of the
current government adminis-
tration’s incumbency (August
2025).

‘Guilds must be
educated about
rights of them-
selves, custom-
ers, government’

A member of the Iran Cham-
ber of Guilds has said busi-
nesses and guilds must be
educated about their rights,
the consumers’ rights and the
government’s rights.

“It is a fact that guilds should
become more familiar with
“their rights” and “custom-
ers’ rights” and “govern-
ment’s rights”. Therefore, in
the Committee of Unions and
Units, we are going to train
the guilds about such rights,”
Hamid Ferdowsi said.
Speaking to the portal of Iran
Chamber of Guilds, Ferdowsi
said: “For example, discre-
tionary misdeeds have their
own rules and based on such
rules, the units may be in-
spected and fined if violations
are evident. Therefore, the
units need to have the nec-
essary training in this regard,
and effective efforts should be
made on how to implement
and culture it.”
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Qatari delegation
visits Iranian
products exhibi-
tion

The Qatari delegation, that
has traveled to Iran to at-
tend the ninth meeting of
the Iran-Qatar Joint Eco-
nomic Committee, visited
an exhibition of Iranian
products on Sunday.
The Qatari delegates got fa-
miliar with the Iranian pro-
ducers’ capabilities in the
mentioned exhibition, which
is being held on the side-
lines of the joint committee
meeting.

Speaking at the inaugu-
ral ceremony of the ninth
Iran-Qatar Joint Economic
Committee meeting in Teh-
ran on Saturday, the head
of the International Affairs
Department of the Iranian
Energy Ministry, said Tehran
and Doha are determined to
increase the two countries’
annual trade to $1.0 billion.
Mojtaba Akbari said neigh-
borhood-based  diploma-
cy is one of the important
principles of the adminis-
tration of President Ebrahim
Raisi.

According to Akbari, cur-
rently, the volume of Iran’s
export of goods and equip-
ment to Qatar is about $200
million, which is expandable
to $1.0 billion.

He pointed to the history of
holding the joint econom-
ic committee meeting and
added that the eighth edition
was held in the Qatari capi-
tal of Doha in 2022 and had
positive results.

With the advancement of
neighborhood-based di-
plomacy through cultural,
social, and economic prox-
imity with Qatar, many ob-
stacles on the path of ties
between the two countries
can be removed, he added.
Many Iranian traders, in-
dustrialists, and scientists
have attained considerable
achievements that can be
shared with Qatar, Akbari
underscored.

Facilitating and improv-
ing trade ties, joint-ven-
ture production of goods,
equipment, and services,
and special attention to the
transfer of technical know-
how are among the fields
of cooperation between the
two countries, the official
noted.

Also speaking at the open-
ing ceremony of the com-
mittee meeting, Saleh Ab-
dullah  Al-Mana, director
general of the Department
of International Cooperation
and Trade Agreements at
Qatar Ministry of Commerce
and Industry, said trade
exchanges between Iran
and Qatar have increased
by 43 percent in recent
years.

“Currently, 845 Iranian
companies are active in
Qatar, which indicates that
between 2017 and 2022,
the presence and activity of
Iranian companies in Qatar
has increased significantly,”
the official said.

Al-Mana expressed hope
that positive steps will be
taken in the ninth joint eco-
nomic committee of the two
countries, and good agree-
ments will be reached.

Tuesday, December 12, 2023

TEDPIX gains
112 points on

Sunday

TEDPIX, the main index of the
Tehran Stock Exchange (TSE),
rose 112 points (0.01 percent)
to 2,161,077 on Sunday, which
is the second day of the Iranian

calendar week.

TSE is one of the four Iranian stock

exchanges, and the most impor-
tant one. The other three ones are
Iran Mercantile Exchange (IME),
Iran Energy Exchange (IREN-
EX), and Iran’s over-the-counter
(OTC) market, known as Iran Fara
Bourse (IFB).

Traveling With a Medr- |

cal Conditron? 4 Tips for
Saler Holiday Travel

Source:
By:

The American Heart Association offers
tips for safe travel with a chronic med-
ical condition to help you reduce travel
stress.

e Traveling with a medical condition
may have its challenges, such as pack-
ing medications and medical equip-
ment.

e The American Heart Association of-
fers tips for safe travel with a chronic
medical condition, including checking
in with your doctor before you leave.

¢ Planning ahead can help reduce travel
stress, such as packing extra medica-
tion in case of travel delays or finding
nearby medical facilities and pharma-
cies at your destination.

Holiday travel can be stressful for any-
one. But for those with a health condi-
tion, such as heart disease or diabetes,
it may come with a few unique chal-
lenges.

That doesn’t mean travel is off limits

for people with a chronic medical con-
dition. With a little planning and prepa-
ration, you can take care of your health
while spending the holidays with your
family and friends, or while on a solo
trip to the beach or mountains.

How do you travel with a medical con-
dition?

The AHA and other experts offer the
following tips to help take some of the
stress out of traveling for people with
medical conditions.

Check-in with your healthcare profes-
sional

Before you leave for your trip, contact
your primary care physician’s or spe-
cialist’s office to ask about any restric-
tions or precautions you need to keep
in mind while traveling.

For example, if you had surgery recent-
ly, your surgeon may want you to avoid
walking for long distances or lifting a
suitcase or other heavy objects, said

Dr. Robert Miller, a doctor of internal
medicine with Vista Staffing.

If you need to limit your walking, when
you book your plane ticket, request a
wheelchair or courtesy cart for getting
through the airport.

Travel also often involves sitting for
long periods, which the AHA said can
increase your risk for blood clotsTrust-
ed Source, including deep vein throm-
bosisTrusted Source and pulmonary
embolism.

If you will be sitting for longer than 4
hours in a car or on a plane, take steps
to decrease your risk:

 \Wear compression socks.

e If traveling by car, stop every few
hours to get outside and walk around.
e |f traveling by plane, frequently walk
around the airplane’s cabin when safely
permitted.

e While seated on a plane, do some
simple heel and toe lifts to exercise

your calf muscles and increase the
blood flow in your legs.

Miller also recommends that you carry
a summary of your medical records,
with health conditions, recent treat-
ments and medications, as well as a
list of phone numbers for your doctors
and emergency contacts.

Manage your medications

The AHA recommends that you carry
a list of all your medications, including
the dosages and pharmacy informa-
tion. In addition, make sure your med-
ications are clearly labeled, and you
have enough for your entire trip.

If your medications need to be refrig-
erated, plan for how to keep them cold
while traveling and at your destination,
such as in the hotel.

Plan on transporting medical devices
If you have special medical equipment,
you may need to check with the airline
or other travel company to see how
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you can safely transport those. This
includes:

e portable oxygen devices

* CPAP machines

* wheelchairs

* walkers

e other movement assistance equip-
ment

Takeaway

Holiday travel can be stressful, espe-
cially if you have a medical condition.
But with a little planning and prepara-
tion, you can make the most out of your
trip while still managing your health.
Before you leave, check in with your
doctor to find out about any restric-
tions or special precautions, as well as
to update any prescriptions and get a
copy of your medical record summary.
If you need medical care while away,
talk with your primary care doctor or
specialist about coordinating care with
a medical facility at your destination.

NOC to award Azadegan ol field to a consortium of domestic firms

Iran’s new Ambassador to Malaysia, Valiollah Moham-
madi-Nasrabadi, met on Sunday with Foreign Minister
Hossein Amir Abdollahian in Tehran ahead of his de-
parture to Malaysia. Amir Abdollahian discussed the
importance of Malaysia in the world of Islam and in the

East Asian region during the meeting.

The senior Iranian diplomat urged Mohammadi-Nas-
rabadi to work on strengthening Tehran’s connections
with Kuala Lumpur in the fields of research, technology,

tourism, health, and agriculture.

who reside in Malaysia.

The foreign minister emphasized the significance of of-
fering appropriate consular services to Iranian nationals

Mohammadi-Nasrabadi has already acted as Iran’s
chargé d’affaires in South Africa and Iran’s ambassador
to Indonesia, Ghana and Togo.

In addition, he held several positions in the Iranian For-
eign Ministry and was a member of the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN).

Iran FM advocates for deepening cultural, economic

[ran’s parliament approves cooperation bill with Russia

The parliament in Iran has approved the
details of a bill outlining cooperation in
the field of information security between
Iran and Russia.

In an open session on Sunday, the par-
liament’s National Security and Foreign
Policy Committee’s report on the hbill
was presented, with its generalities
gaining approval, garnering 180 votes in
favor and 27 against.

The bill encompasses an introduction,
9 articles, and an appendix, granting
permission for the exchange of docu-
ments between the governments of Iran
and Russia in the realm of information
security.

During deliberations, Abolfazl Amouei,
spokesman for the Iranian parliament’s
National Security and Foreign Policy
Committee, highlighted the emerging
cyber threats globally and emphasized
that the bill and cooperation with Rus-
sia offer solutions to counteract these

threats.

Representing Tehran in the parliament,
he underscored the multifaceted nature
of Iran-Russia relations, urging their en-
hancement. Previous agreements have
spanned cultural, transit, goods, and
other sectors, with a call for diversifica-
tion into information security coopera-
tion.

Addressing concerns about potential
changes to the bill, another MP empha-
sized that information security covers
economic, social, and general security
aspects, predicting that the bill would
contribute to economic, political, social,
and informational development.

The bill also faced scrutiny regarding
its specification of cooperation types
and potential conflicts with existing
laws. Responding to concerns, Abdol-
reza Mesri, Spokesman for the Iranian
Parliament’s presiding board, clarified
that the agreement prohibits either party

from disclosing information without the
other’s permission.

The government representative defend-
ed the bill, citing the Leader of the Is-
lamic Revolution’s announced policies
on defense self-sufficiency and security.
Negotiations on the agreement com-
menced in 2018, considering various
aspects of the country’s information and
security.

Stressing compliance with Iranian laws
and economic and social interests, the
representative highlighted the potential
for deepening practical and security re-
lations between Iran and Russia in the
field of cyber information.

As the bill clears this parliamentary hur-
dle, observers anticipate it will strength-
en the strategic direction of Iran-Russia
relations in the realm of information se-
curity. The final implementation awaits
the voting of parliamentarians in subse-
quent stages.

connections with Afghanistan

Prior to his arrival in Afghanistan, Iran’s new consul
general in Mazar-e-Sharif, Hamidreza Ahmadi, met on
Sunday with Amir Abdollahian in Tehran.

The necessity of fostering bilateral economic and cul-
tural cooperation with Afghanistan has been underlined
by Amir Abdollahian.

Ahmadi has worked at the Iranian Foreign Ministry’s
embassies in the Ivory Coast, Dublin, and Belgrade,
holding a number of positions.

Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi has
called America “the most important
supporter of the killing of women and
children in Gaza.”

President Raisi, in a tweet on Sunday
evening, reacted to the U.S. veto of the
UAE-drafted resolution which called
for an immediate ceasefire in the Gaza
Strip.

“While the world demands an end to
Zionist war crimes in Palestine, the
U.S.’s veto of the UNSC ceasefire res-
olution proves it is the root of this war
& crimes, and it’s fueling Israel's mass
killing machine. It is the main support-
er of the massacre of innocent Gazan
women & children,” the statement read.
The United States vetoed the resolu-
tion backed by almost all other Council
members. The U.S. move took place as
the UN chief called the situation in Gaza
a “humanitarian nightmare.”

Thirteen Security Council members vot-
ed in favor of a brief draft resolution, put
forward by the United Arab Emirates,
while the United Kingdom abstained.
The vote came after UN Secretary-Gen-
eral Antonio Guterres made a rare

Raist calls America most important support-
er of killing of women, children m Gaza

move on Wednesday to formally warn
the 15-member Council of a threat to
global peace and security from the two-
month-long war in the Gaza Strip.

In the wake of the U.S. administra-
tion’s stance regarding the ceasefire in
the Gaza Strip, Robert Wood, deputy
U.S. ambassador to the UN, said, “We
do not support calls for an immediate
ceasefire. This would only plant the
seeds for the next war.”

The U.S. veto once more proved Wash-
ington is an accomplice to Tel Aviv's
war crimes, genocide, and war against
humanity in the Gaza Strip.

Itis the second time since the beginning
of the Gaza war that the U.S. has vetoed
a resolution, aligning itself with Israel.
The U.S. claims a ceasefire would help
Hamas to rearm and keep hold of its
138 hostages in the Strip.

On Oct. 18, a day after the bombard-
ment of Al-Ahli hospital in northern
Gaza by the Israeli army, the U.S. alone
also blocked a similar resolution call-
ing for a ceasefire presented by Brazil.
It argued that the text did not mention
“Israel’s right to self-defense.”
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