The Best Wav to Cook Rice
Inthe Microwave
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Iran’s diplomatic
campaign
pays off in Gaza

Iran has assumed a key mediation
role in the recent conflict in Gaza, suc-
cessfully facilitating the release of 10
Thai nationals who were captured and
brought to the Gaza Strip during a Ha-
mas operation on October 7.
Following a request from Thailand’s
government, Iran offered its good of-
fices for the captives’ release, resulting
in the unconditional freedom of the
individuals.

Over a dozen Thai captives are still held
in the besieged Gaza Strip. Iran has re-
portedly supplied Bangkok with vital
information regarding their current
conditions.

Hamas has also agreed to release 40
other captives under a Qatar-mediated
deal with Tel-Aviv agreeing to free 150
Palestinian women and children held in
Israeli jails.

Since October 7, Iran has embarked
on an extensive diplomatic campaign
aimed at averting the loss of innocent
lives in the region. The Iranian Foreign
Minister Hossein Amir Abdollahian has
undertaken three regional tours, en-
gaging with leaders in Qatar, Lebanon,
Iraq, and Turkey to discuss the ongo-
ing situation.

Following a successful Hamas opera-
tion in the occupied territories on Octo-
ber 7, the regime initiated a devastating
bombing campaign against the Gaza
Strip. Although this assault came to a
temporary halt on Friday, reports have
emerged suggesting that the ceasefire
was already violated after the regime
opened fire on civilians attempting to
return to their homes in northern Gaza.
Isragl’s sustained attacks, in conjunc-
tion with its complete blockade of the
territory, have resulted in a death toll
exceeding 14,000, with 70% of the
deceased comprising women and
children. Iranian officials, including
the foreign minister, have consistently
cautioned that the continuation of
Israeli offenses against Palestinians
could potentially ignite a broader con-
flict in the region.

[ran has initiated various efforts to
quell the genocidal attacks on Gaza,
actively engaging in discussions with
numerous concerned parties in pursuit
of finding a resolution to the escalating
crisis.

American bases have already come
under attacks across the region, with
prospects of Hezbollah, Lebanon’s
resistance movement, joining the war
growing each day. Iran has warned
multiple times that Israel’s relentless
attacks on Gaza and Washington’s
unflagging support for the regime can
widen the conflicts. Tehran has also
clarified that it has no autonomy over
resistance groups and that resistance
forces might decide to go at Israel
hammer and tongs on their own. It has
also criticized Washington for further
endangering the security of the region
by sending a nuclear submarine to the
Persian Gulf. An Iranian Parliament
member announced on Saturday that
President Ebrahim Raisi has been con-
versing with different world leaders
via letters to come up with a solution
to the crisis. “The 4-day ceasefire cre-
ates a good opportunity to discuss the
establishment of a permanent cease-
fire between Palestine and the Zionist
regime. Palestinians have also finally
experienced a respite from the tough
situation Israel has put them in,” said
Shahriyar Heydari, adding that Iran has
always thrown its full weight behind
the Palestinian cause and will continue
to do so in the future.

Iran’s Foreign Ministry Spokesman
Nasser Kanani has also confirmed
Iran’s mediation in the release of Thai
captives held by Hamas. The spokes-
person explained on Saturday that the
[ranian and Thai foreign ministers have
held phone talks and a meeting in the
Qatari capital of Doha, where the Thai
officials have called for Iran’s help to
facilitate the release of the captives.
Kam'ani said the Thai officials have
considered the request and a number
of the Thai prisoners were released fol-
lowing the establishment of a ceasefire
agreement between Israel and Hamas.
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SATBA, INF mk MOU to pay S6m of facthities to renewahle eneray small-scale projects
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Iran’s Renewable Energy and
Energy Efficiency Organiza-
tion (known as SATBA) and
Iran National Innovation Fund
(INIF) signed a memorandum
of understanding (MOU) for
paying 3 trillion rials (about $6
million) of facilities to small-
scale projects in the field of
renewable energy.

The MOU was inked by SAT-
BA Head Mahmoud Kamani
and INIF Managing Director
Mohammad-Sadeq Khayatian
in a ceremony at the place of
SATBA on Saturday.
Addressing the signing cere-

mony, the SATBA head said:
“This memorandum aims to
grant facilities to small-scale
projects in the field of renew-
able energy, including green
electricity supply contracts,
industrial self-supply power
plants, and renewable power
plants in industrial and spe-
cialized solar towns in five
years.”

Kamani added that maximum
use of the legal capacities
and facilities available in Iran
National Innovation Fund, in-
cluding the credits of Article
16 of the Law on the Jump in

. E
JQ?!EI

N [=]

"

P,

Reza Mahzunieh
Marzie Rabiei

Hoora Building,

Shahid Mofateh Street, Ahmad
Abad Square, Isfahan, Iran
031- 32274500

031-32274515

031-32274517, 32274518,
32274512, 32274505.

031-32274507,32274511
Samim

031-32274508

esfahan-news.com
30007232

oW |
IR

s
(G R P7R 77 2

(CACEAE,

the Knowledge-Based Produc-
tion and the resources of the
Energy Consumption Optimi-
zation Account through the
fund, along with the introduc-
tion of companies active in the
field of renewable energy and
electricity efficiency in order to
issue the guarantee are some
of the purposes of this mem-
orandum.

According to this law, indus-
tries with electricity consump-
tion of more than one mega-
watt are required to supply the
equivalent of one percent of
their annual electricity needs

through the construction of
renewable power plants, and
this process is supposed to
reach five percent within five
years, the deputy energy min-
ister further stated.

SATBA has also inked an MOU
worth $5 billion for financing
renewable power plant pro-
jects belonging to non-gov-
ernmental public institutions
with the National Development
Fund (NDF) in mid-October.
The MOU was inked by NDF
Deputy Head Alireza Mir-Mo-
hammad Sadeqi and SATBA
Head Mahmoud Kamani in a
ceremony at the place of NDF
on October 16.

Financing for the construction
of renewable power plants up
to a ceiling of five billion dol-
lars (within two years) will be
carried out by the National De-
velopment Fund, and includes
the use of other methods for
supplying resources based on
the statutes and regulations of
the NDF.

Addressing the signing cere-
mony, Kamani referred to con-
cerns about future electricity
supply shortages and the ef-
fectiveness of such plans, and
said: “Network capacity, elec-
tricity generation, and power
plant fuel supplies are limited.
Therefore, the development
of renewable power plants,
in addition to promoting sus-

tainable network development,
can help overcome challenges
in fuel supply and fossil fuel
production.”

He added that the main issue
with the electricity network is
financing, and with the coop-
eration of the National Devel-
opment Fund and foreign and
domestic currency facilities,
this problem can be solved.

In September, an official with
the SATBA said that the devel-
opment of renewable power
plants in Iran has accelerated
since the current government
administration took office in
August 2021.

According to Ali Shab-Navard,
the Energy Ministry in the
13th government has defined
new investment packages and
strategies to attract more capi-
tal to fund new renewable pro-
jects across the country.
“Different investment models
in the 13th government have
been a good incentive for in-
vesting in this sector,” the of-
ficial said.

The mentioned measures led
to the capacity of the country’s
renewable power plants reach-
ing 1,085 megawatts, which is
a very good figure, he added.
Back in July, SATBA Head
Mahmoud Kamani said the
capacity of renewable power
plants is increasing regularly
and daily in the country.

[ran attending Hth Sulaymanivah International Book Fair

Iran Book and Literature House has at-
tended the 5th Sulaymaniyah Interna-
tional Book Fair in Irag, which kicked off
in the city of Sulaymaniyah in the east of
the Kurdistan Region on November 23.

Representing Iran at the event, Iran Book
and Literature House has displayed over

800 titles in various fields including sci-
ence, ancient and contemporary litera-
ture, and children and teenagers among
others, IRNA reported.

Presenting the latest achievements of
the country’s publishing industry, and in-
troducing the Tehran International Book

Fair, the support projects of the Ministry
of Culture and Iranian literary awards are
among the programs of Iran’s pavilion
at this exhibition. According to Shawki
Omar, the deputy director of the fair, the
event is taking place at the International
Fairgrounds in the Tasluja area, featuring

the participation of over 200 printing and
publishing houses from more than 20
countries. In addition to Iran and Iraq,
publishers from Turkey, Saudi Arabia,
Kuwait, Sudan, Oman, Denmark, Iceland,
Sudan, etc. are present at the book fair
that will continue until December 2.

[ran’s non-ol export to Kyrovzstan rises 20% tn 7 months on year

The value of Iran’s non-oil export to
Kyrgyzstan increased by 20 percent
during the first seven months of the
current Iranian calendar year (March
21-October 22), as compared to the
same period of time in the past year,
the spokesman of the International
Relations and Trade Development
Committee of Iran’s House of Indus-
try, Mining and Trade announced.
Ruhollah Latifi said that Iran exported
non-oil commodities worth $40.345
million to Kyrgyzstan in the sev-
en-month period of this year.

He also announced that Iran import-
ed commodities valued at $3.997
million from Kyrgyzstan during the
first seven months of this year, with
22 percent rise year on year.
Kyrgyzstan's capital Bishkek hosted
the 13th Iran-Kyrgyzstan Joint Eco-
nomic Committee meeting during
October 19-21, when the two sides
discussing numerous issues regard-
ing the expansion of trade ties.

Iran’s Agriculture Minister Moham-
mad-Ali Nikbakht, who is the Iranian
chair of the joint committee, headed a
high-ranking delegation to the coun-
try in order to meet with Kyrgyz offi-
cials and attend the meeting.

Prior to the meeting, Nikbakht met
and held talks with the Kyrgyz econ-
omy and agriculture ministers and
discussed ways of expanding ties in
various economic sectors.

Speaking in his meeting with the
Kyrgyz Agriculture Minister Askarbek
Janybekov, Nikbakht said: “The value
of trade between the two countries
was $78 million last year and $33
million this year, which is not a sig-
nificant figure considering the will of
the high officials of the two countries
to develop relations.”

“We are ready to take action in vari-
ous fields to develop investment and

trade between the two countries as
quickly as possible. Iran has suc-
cessful experiences in the fields of
aquaculture and fisheries, modern
irrigation methods, watershed man-
agement, and greenhouse products,
and we are willing to provide such
experience to the Kyrgyz side,” he
added.

Also, after the meeting with Daniyar
Amangeldiev, Minister of Economy
and Commerce of the Kyrgyz Repub-
lic, the Iranian official emphasized
the use of the national currencies of
the two countries in trade exchanges.
Amangeldiev for his part said that the
two countries’ joint economic com-
mittee is a very good opportunity to
strengthen bilateral relations and it
will have good results in the com-
mercial and economic field.

Later, on the first day of the joint
economic committee meeting, the
businessmen of the two countries
attended B2B meetings to explore
the avenues of mutual cooperation in
various fields.

The 12th Iran-Kyrgyzstan Joint Eco-
nomic Committee meeting was held

in Tehran in early December 2019.
The event was co-chaired by Iran’s
former Minister of Transport and Ur-
ban Development Mohammad Eslami
and Kyrgyzstan’s Minister of Trans-
port and Roads Janat Beishenov.

In early May, Iran Chamber of Com-
merce, Industries, Mines and Agri-
culture (ICCIMA) hosted an Iran-Kyr-
gyzstan business forum in which the
representatives of the two countries’
private sectors explored ways of ex-
panding trade ties.

As reported by the ICCIMA portal,
the event was attended by officials
from the two sides including the for-
mer ICCMA Head Gholam-Hossein
Shafeie, President of the Chamber
of Commerce and Industry of the
Kyrgyz Republic T.A.Sariev, Iran’s
ambassador to Bishkek and Kyrgyz
ambassador to Tehran.

Speaking at the forum, Shafeie said
Kyrgyzstan is a special priority of
Iran’s private sector for the devel-
opment of economic cooperation;
however, transportation and financial
restrictions have made it difficult to
increase the level of trade.

Referring to Iran’s preferential trade
agreement with the Eurasian Eco-
nomic Union (EAEU) and the growth
of the economic and trade relations
of the countries of this union with
Iran, he expressed hope that this
successful experience will continue
with the newly reached free trade
agreement.

The official put the two countries’ an-
nual trade at about $80 million, not-
ing that this level of trade is not sat-
isfactory considering the two sides’
capacities for economic cooperation.
The ICCIMA former head pointed to
Kyrgyzstan’s active participation in
global economic interactions and the
country’s membership in EAEU and
the Shanghai Pact and said: “Coop-
eration in the field of transportation
and financial exchanges can be real-
ized in the form of a comprehensive
agreement with the members of the
mentioned treaties.”

He further expressed the Iranian pri-
vate sector’s readiness for active co-
operation with their counterparts in
Kyrgyzstan, noting that for realizing
the economic goals set for the two
nations, obstacles in the way of trade
must be removed.

Elsewhere in the gathering, Sariev
referred to Iran’s high capacity for
economic cooperation and noted that
the level of commercial exchanges
between the two countries is insuf-
ficient.

“Despite the problems and finan-
cial exchange restrictions, | believe
that Iran has opened its way out of
the sanctions. Kyrgyzstan can also
be with Iran in this direction. By
knowing more about the business
opportunities of the two countries,
we can find new ways to increase
the level of business cooperation,”
he added.
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Time to hold crimi-
nal Israeli officials
accountable, Iran
top rights official
says

The senior human rights official
in Iran emphasized that the Is-
lamic Republic is taking the is-
sue seriously and demands that
criminal Israeli officials should
be held accountable for their
crimes against the Palestinian
people.

The remarks were made on Fri-
day night during an interview
with the Arabic-language al-
Alam television news network
by Kazem Gharibabadi, secre-
tary of Iran’s High Council for
Human Rights.

He went on to add, “Criminal
officials of the Israeli regime
must be tried. The Islamic Re-
public of Iran has placed par-
ticular focus on the issue, and
Iranian lawyers and jurists have
for this reason had interactions
with their counterparts in other
countries as part of attempts to
follow up the case. The matter
is also being pursued by judi-
cial authorities of other Muslim
states.”

The top Iranian human rights
official continued by sternly
denouncing some Muslim na-
tions for their failure to sever
diplomatic ties with the Tel Aviv
regime, remove Israeli ambas-
sadors, boycott Israeli-made
goods, and place an embargo
on all energy and oil exports to
the Israeli-occupied Palestinian
territories.

“The issue of Palestine is cur-
rently the root cause of unity
among Muslim states. Muslim
countries are expected to alter
their behavior, and put their
words into actions,” Gharibaba-
di noted.

In a post in Farsi on the X plat-
form on Monday, he also at-
tacked governments and inter-
national organizations for failing
to protect children in Gaza,
where the Israeli regime has
killed thousands of children as
part of an ongoing war against
the enclave.

“If they consider the children in
Gaza to be part of the world’s
children, it would be good for
them to recognize the right of
these oppressed children to a
childhood, to continue to live
and to grow,” Gharibabadi add-
ed.

During the Gaza conflict, the
body has been active in a cam-
paign to expose human rights
violations and crimes against
humanity committed by the Is-
raeli regime.

Also, during a weekly news
conference on Monday, Iranian
Foreign  Ministry  spokesper-
son Nasser Kanaani said that
the international community’s
growing dissatisfaction with the
conflict and desire for its end is
seen by the mounting resistance
to Israeli crimes in Gaza and the
U.S. government’s support of
the regime’s wrongdoings.

He also said that the U.S. and
Israel have been forewarned by
the resistance groups in the re-
gion that they would not stand
idly by while the Israeli regime
carrying out its atrocities on the
Palestinian people in the belea-
guered Gaza Strip.

“The actions of the Zionist re-
gime spark a reaction by the
resistance groups in the region.
They (the groups) had repeat-
edly warned the U.S. and the
Zionists that if these attacks
continue, they will not remain
silent,” he said.
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400,000 people

active in produc-

tion of medicinal
plants in Iran

According to the published
statistics, 400,000 people are
working in the production of
medicinal plants in Iran.
Also, 32,000 people are work-
ing in packaging of these
plants.

As stated by an official with the
Ministry of Health, Iran holds
some 40 percent share of the
market for medicinal plants in
the neighboring countries.

“A large volume of pharmaceu-
ticals, supplements, food prod-
ucts, and beverages are ex-
ported to Iraq, Turkey, Georgia,
Armenia, and Afghanistan,”
IRNA quoted Hamidreza Banaf-
sheh as saying in late October.
Iran is among the leading coun-
tries in the field of medicine and
health technology, supplying
98 percent of pharmaceutical
items to the domestic market,
the official noted.

“Nearly 450 out of 1,400
knowledge-based companies
are active in the field of herbal
medicines, biotechnology, and
food industries.”

He went on to say that the
National Institute for Medical
Research Development aims at
expanding exports of medicinal
products.

Since most of the raw materi-
als for the production of herbal
medicines are native to the
country, these products can
internationally compete with
those of the other countries, he
added.

Besides, some 15 to 20 percent
of Iran’s herbal medicines are
unique in the world. Iran has
the capacity to introduce new
herbal medicines to the world,
he highlighted.

Producing and commercializ-
ing pharmaceutical plants are
the best ways to introduce the
rich resources of herbal med-
icines which, in addition to
making foreign currency reve-
nues for the country, will lead
to the scientific authority of
Iran in this field, he concluded.
According to the chairman of
the Union of Medicinal Plants
Exporters of Iran, the country’s
export of medicinal plants can
be increased through com-
pliance more with the world
standards.

Mohammad-Ali  Rezaei Ka-
mal-Abad stated that world
standards are increasing due to
the health-oriented consump-
tion of herbal products, and
failure to comply with these
standards will lead to the re-
turn or destruction of these
products.

“In the past years, poisons
have entered the country,
which are not only not used
in other countries, but have
also caused water and soil
pollution in our country”, he
lamented.

Referring to the importance
of agricultural product export
standardization, he added:
“Standardization is done in
our country, but this standard-
ization is not up-to-date. With
the coordination of ministries,
expenditure and updating of
information can help to stand-
ardize agricultural products
and develop the export of
these products”, he comment-
ed.

He said that having more than
11 climates out of 13 climates,
Iran has 8,000 varieties of me-
dicinal plants, which is at least
twice as much as Europe.
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TEDPIX drops
2,300 points on

Saturday

TEDPIX, the main index of the
Tehran Stock Exchange (TSE),
dropped 2,337 points (0.12 per-
cent) to 2,019,994 on Saturday,
which is the first day of the Iranian

calendar week.

TSE is one of the four Iranian stock

exchanges, and the most impor-
tant one. The other three ones are
Iran Mercantile Exchange (IME),
Iran Energy Exchange (IREN-
EX), and Iran’s over-the-counter
(OTC) market, known as Iran Fara
Bourse (IFB).

The Best Way to Cook
Rice i the Microwave

Source:
By:

Cooking rice in the microwave is fast,
easy, and only requires one dish. Plus,
the even heat from a microwave can
sometimes make better rice than the
stovetop! It's simple—just add 1 cup
of white rice and 1.5 cups of water to
a microwavable dish, cook on High for
10 minutes uncovered, then cover the
dish and cook it for another 4 minutes
on High. In this article, we'll walk you
through the process step-by-step (in-
cluding variations for brown rice), plus
offer some delicious flavoring ideas.
Things You Should Know

e Mix 1 cup (185 g) of white rice and
1.5 cups (355 mL) of water in a micro-
wave-safe dish.

e Microwave on High, uncovered, for
10 minutes. Cover the dish and micro-
wave on High for another 4 minutes.

e Fluff and serve right away. If the rice
is not done, cover and microwave on
High in 1-minute intervals until tender.
Ingredients

* 1 cup (approx. 185 g) of long-grain
white rice

* 1.5 cups (355 mL) of water

* Pinch of salt (optional, for flavor)

e 11tsp (5 mL) of oil or butter (optional,

Yasmina Reza’s “God of Carnage” directed by Anita Shafaroudi is on

stage at Molavi Theater Hall in Tehran.

Translated by Alireza Koushk Jalali, the play, which started its perfor-
mances on November 10, will remain on stage through December 1.
First published in 2008, it is about two sets of parents; the son of one
couple has hurt the son of the other couple at a public park. The par-
ents meet to discuss the matter in a civilized manner. However, as the
evening goes on, the parents become increasingly childish and the

meeting devolves into chaos.

Conflict and human nature when presented with it, are the predominant

for flavor)

e Chicken or vegetable broth (optional
substitution for water)

* Your choice of spices (optional)
Rinse 1 cup (185 g) of white rice.
Pour your raw rice into a fine-mesh
strainer and rinse with cool running
water. Stir the rice gently with your
hand until the water runs mostly clear
(the starch in the rice means the water
won't be perfectly clear, but that’s nor-
mal). After rinsing the rice, shake the
strainer gently to remove any excess
water.[1]

- Or, to save dishes, rinse your rice in
the dish you’ll microwave it in. Just
add water, swish it around with your
hand, and pour the water out to rinse.
Repeat 2-3 times.

Add the rice and 1.5 cups of water to
a microwavable dish.

Pour your rinsed rice into a micro-
wave-safe dish or bowl and add 1.5
cups (355 mL) of water, as well as a
pinch of salt (optional) and/or 1 tsp (5
mL) of oil or butter (optional) for extra
flavor (no stirring necessary). Rice ex-
pands as it cooks, so choose a larger
dish that can hold at least 8 cups (1.9

L) to hold your rice and prevent bubbly
overflow.[2]

- Tip: For more flavor, use chicken or
vegetable broth instead of plain water.
- For brown rice: Add 3 cups (710 mL)
of water or broth for 1 cup of uncooked
brown rice.[4]

Microwave uncovered on High for
8-10 minutes.

Set your microwave to the highest heat
setting it has and microwave your dish
uncovered until most of the water is
absorbed and some steam holes ap-
pear in the rice (about 8-10 minutes,
depending on your microwave’s watt-
age).[5] Place a plate underneath your
dish to catch any bubbly overflow that
may creep over the edge of your dish.
(6]

Cover and microwave on High for 4
minutes.

Remove your dish from the microwave
with oven mitts or a towel (it will be
hot!). Cover the dish tightly with plas-
tic wrap, a lid, or a plate, then micro-
wave it again for about 4 more minutes
on High.[7]

Let the rice rest for 5-6 minutes, fluff,
and serve.

Yasmima Reza’s play at Molavi Theater Hall

and bile.

themes of Reza’s play. Well-written and a display of fascinating char-
acter development, it gives the audience an opportunity to witness the
verbal battles of two families and their complex personalities.

Winner of the 2009 Tony Award for Best Play, “God of Carnage” sug-
gests that our civilized trappings do a poor job of hiding our venality

Director Shafarodi also acts in the play along with Afshin Hosseini, Al-
ireza Khorasani, and Maryam Abedli.
The play has been staged several times in Iran by various directors in
the past years.

Amnual production of road
construction, minmg machimery rises 100%

Manufacturing of road construction
and mining machinery in Iran has in-
creased by 100 percent in the previous
Iranian calendar year 1401 (ended on
March 20), an official with the Indus-
try, Mining, and Trade Ministry said.
According to Mohammad Mousavi, the
deputy minister for heavy machinery
and equipment industries, during the
mentioned year 3,500 such machines
were manufactured in the country,
IRIB reported.

Referring to a plan for the moderniza-
tion of road construction machinery,
he said: “In the field of mining and

i

road construction machinery, we have
15,000 worn-out machines which are
over 20 years old. Due to the efforts of
the private sector, 10 powerful Iranian
companies were able to achieve a 100
percent increase in production in 1401
compared to 1400.”

According to the official, the Industry
Ministry is taking the necessary meas-
ures to maintain the current upward
trend in the production of the men-
tioned machinery in the country and
plans are underway to achieve a 40
percent increase in output in the cur-
rent year.

He said all the country’s road construc-
tion and mining machinery are going
to be renovated in the next three years,
noting: “The main problem of man-
ufacturing companies is the supply
of raw materials, and | hope that the
plans we have had for the supply of
raw materials will lead to an increase
in production [of such machinery].”
The official said Iranian manufacturers
of heavy machinery are also eying ex-
ports to foreign destinations and the
upcoming EAEU exclusive exhibition
would be a good opportunity for such
companies to ink deals in this regard.

London and New York.

Originally written in French, the play was a success. It was then trans-
lated into English and has enjoyed equal acclaim in productions in both

Renowned filmmaker Roman Polanski directed the 2011 film adaption
of the play, whose title was shortened to “Carnage”, starring Jodie Fos-

ter and John C. Reilly, Christoph Waltz, and Kate Winslet.

Yasmina Reza, 64, is a French playwright, actress, novelist and screen-

writer best known for her plays “Art” and “God of Carnage”. Many of her

brief satiric plays have reflected on contemporary middle-class issues.

She has so far written more than 20 plays, novels, and screenplays.

o

Iranian Industry, Mining and Trade
Minister Abbas Ali-Abadi has said
currently three models of electric ve-
hicles have been manufactured in the
country which will come to the mar-
ket in the first half of the next Iranian
calendar year (starting in late March
2024), Tasnim News Agency report-
ed.

“We have two or three examples of
domestic electric cars that may be
released in the first half of next year,”
Ali-Abadi told the press on Saturday.
According to the official, the govern-
ment also plans to supply 100,000
electric taxis in big cities by the end of
the current Iranian calendar year.
Back in August, Ali-Abadi said that
Iranian automotive companies had
accelerated their plans to manufac-
ture electric cars.

The official said, however, that the
country would not wait for a scale-up
in domestic manufacturing of EVs,
adding that imports would also in-
crease to respond to the growing de-
mand for such vehicles in the country.
He noted that Iran’s energy sector

Iran-made commercial electric
vehicles to come to market m 2024

W

K | e ==

stands to benefit from the expansion
of EV infrastructure, adding that using
EVs would also be very economical
for Iranian motorists.

Earlier in March 2022, an Iranian au-
tomotive company unveiled the first
all-electric vehicle (EV) in the country
under the commercial name of Oxy-
gen.

KSJ Motors, a company based in the
southern Iranian city of Shiraz, un-
veiled the car in a ceremony attended
by senior government and industry
officials.

In February 2023, Iran’s MAPNA
group, which is a group of Iranian
companies involved in implementing
major industrial projects, announced
a plan for building 20 electric vehicle
charging stations across Iran.

The mentioned stations would be
launched in public places such as
shopping centers, public parking
lots, accommodation centers such
as hotels and guesthouses, intercity
resorts, entertainment centers, gas
stations, and roadside parks, the
company said.
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