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‘Iran does not
want Israel war in
Gaza to spread, but
U.S. policy makes

it possible’

Although Iran states that it op-
poses the murderous war that Is-
rael is waging on the Gaza Strip,
the strategy that the U.S. and the
Israeli regime are using in the re-
gion makes the conflict’s expan-
sion highly likely.

Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein
Amir Abdollahian made the re-
marks in an interview with Finan-
cial Times during a recent visit to
Geneva, Switzerland.

Iran’s senior diplomat stated in
the interview that in the early
weeks and days of the conflict,
American officials relayed mes-
sages to Iran via diplomatic chan-
nels indicating that Washington
was not interested in the expan-
sion of the war’s scope and advis-
ing Iran to use prudence.

“Over the past 40 days, messag-
es have been exchanged between
Iran and the U.S. via the U.S.
interests’ section at the Swiss
embassy in Tehran,” Amir Abdol-
lahian said.

Iran’s foreign minister went on to
add, “In response to the U.S., we
said that Iran does not want the
war to spread, but due to the ap-
proach adopted by the U.S. and
Israel in the region, if the Israeli
war crimes against the people of
Gaza and the West Bank are not
stopped, any possibility could be
considered, and a wider conflict
could prove inevitable.”

Amir Abdollahian continued that
the U.S. has also communicat-
ed with the Hezbollah resistance
movement in Lebanon, request-
ing that it exercise self-restraint.
The foreign minister of Iran add-
ed that in spite of those state-
ments, the U.S. has given Israel
its complete backing and given
the regime a variety of weaponry
and military hardware, which has
caused the conflict to escalate.
He made it clear that Washing-
ton’s unrestrained backing of Tel
Aviv is evidence that the country
is not sincere in its claims that
it opposes the conflict in Gaza
spreading further.

Amir Abdollahian also noted in
the interview that, in his opinion,
“the expansion of the scope of
the war in the region has already
started.”

“The fact that the Yemeni army
issues official statements and at-
tacks the occupied territories with
missiles and drones means the
war has begun to expand, or the
fact that Hezbollah is fighting with
a third of the Israeli army shows
the war has expanded,” Iran’s for-
eign minister stressed.

He pointed out that because “they
have everything, and they pro-
duce missiles and drones them-
selves.” Palestinian resistance
groups have never urged Iran to
join the conflict.

On October 7, the Israeli regime
began its deadly attack on the
blockaded enclave in response
to a surprise offensive by Hamas.
Over 29,800 Palestinians have
been injured so far in the conflict,
and at least 12,300 Palestinians
have been killed, more than 5,000
of them children.

Since the outbreak of the war,
hundreds of consignments of
weapons have been sent to the
regime by the United States, Is-
rael’s largest and most enduring
ally.

In addition to attempting to de-
fend the brutal bombardment of
Gaza by the Tel Aviv regime as an
act of “self-defense,” Washington
has been using its veto power
to thwart resolutions at the UN
Security Council that demanded
the occupying regime stop its
brutality.
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Tehran, Ashgabat ink several co-op d

Iranian and Turkmen officials
signed several cooperation doc-
uments and agreements worth
$900 million in various fields
at the end of the two countries’
17th Joint Economic Commit-
tee meeting in Ashgabat on Sat-
urday evening.

The documents were signed
by lIranian Minister of Trans-
port and Urban Development
Mehrdad Bazrpash and Deputy
Chairman of the Cabinet of Min-
isters and Minister of Foreign
Affairs of Turkmenistan Rashid
Meredov as the heads of the
mentioned committee, IRNA
reported.

Also, two agreements in the
field of road construction worth
$550 million, as well as the con-
struction of a power transmis-
sion line and supply of electrical
equipment worth $340 million,
were signed by the authorities
of the two countries.

Speaking to the press after the
closing ceremony of the com-
mittee meeting, Bazrpash said:
“The agreements made with
Turkmenistan were beyond ex-

pectation and various issues
were discussed in six commit-
tees over the past few days.”
Stating that gas export was
one of the strategic issues dis-
cussed between the two coun-
tries, he added: “A very good
agreement was reached and
the Turkmen side promised to
increase the amount of gas ex-
ports to Iran.”

Referring to the implementa-
tion of infrastructure projects in
Turkmenistan by Iranian com-
panies, Bazrpash said: “It was
decided that the Turkmen side
would settle its payments with
Iranian companies by bartering
gas, which is a very big step in
the relations between the two
countries.”

“In the field of transportation, it
was also agreed that the daily
traffic of wagons from Sarakhs
border will increase to 600 wag-
ons and from Incheh-boroun to
100 wagons, and with the pres-
ence of the managers of the
two countries, the problems of
wagon traffic at the border will
be solved,” the official added.
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The 17th meeting of the
Iran-Turkmenistan Joint Eco-
nomic Committee began in
Ashgabat on November 17 with
the participation of the lIrani-
an transport minister and the
Turkmen foreign minister and
wrapped up on November 18.
The Iranian minister has de-
scribed Turkmenistan as a
strategic partner for Iran and
called for taking a key step
towards further bilateral rela-
tions between the two coun-
tries.

Bazrpash made the remarks in
a meeting with Turkmenistan’s
President Serdar Berdimu-
hamedow in Ashgabat on Fri-
day, prior to the two countries’
17th Joint Economic Commit-
tee meeting.

In the meeting, Bazrpash elab-
orated on the “Iran Way Initia-
tive” made by the current Irani-
an government.

As the minister said, the Iran
Way Initiative lets the neighbor-
ing countries use Iran as a route
or a solution that facilitates their
access to international waters.

ocuments worth $900m

He went on to say that Turk-
menistan has a special position
in this initiative.

Earlier that day, Bazrpash at-
tended the opening ceremony
of a specialized exhibition of
the achievements of the Iranian
companies called “Iran Project”
in Turkmenistan’s capital.
Speaking on the sidelines of
the mentioned event, Bazrpash
said the trade between Iran and
Turkmenistan is expected to
reach $1.0 billion in the near
future.

He put the current level of trade
between the two sides at $500
million, saying: “Today, in the
negotiation with the president
of Turkmenistan, it was men-
tioned that with the potential
that exists on the Iranian side
and the wide border that ex-
ists between Turkmenistan and
Iran, this number can increase
quickly.”

Later that day, at the opening
ceremony of the two countries’
17th Joint Economic Committee
meeting, Bazrpash expressed
Iran’s readiness to export tech-
nical and engineering services
to Turkmenistan, saying:

Iran Way Initiative is the gate-
way to Iran’s land of transit op-
portunities.

He said the committee meeting
is a turning point in the path of
strengthening and developing
all-round economic relations
between the two countries.

The minister emphasized that
the relations between the two
countries are based on civi-
lizational, historical, cultural,
social, ethnic, and religious ties
and geopolitical and geo-eco-
nomic neighborliness.
According to the official, con-
sidering the successful diplo-
matic and economic relations
based on common capacities
and interests, the two countries’
relations go beyond neighbor-

hood.

With joint initiatives, the po-
sition of the two countries as
strategic and reliable partners
can be strengthened and im-
proved day by day, he said.
“Among these initiatives in the
field of transport, logistics,
and transit is the Iran Way in-
itiative which was launched by
the Islamic Republic of Iran in
regional and extra-regional eco-
nomic, commercial, and transit
events and meetings, including
the recent meeting of the ECO
transport ministers that took
place in Tashkent,” Bazrpash
elaborated.

On the second day of the Joint
Economic Committee meet-
ing on Saturday, Bazrpash and
Turkmenistan’s Foreign Minister
Rashid Meredov, who are the
heads of the mentioned com-
mittee, held talks to exchange
final views on the agreements
reached between the two sides
during the event.

In this meeting, the two sides
reviewed the issues raised in
the committee meeting and the
finalized documents for signing.
Later on Saturday, the two offi-
cials attended an Iran-Turkmen-
istan business forum, in which
the private sectors of the two
countries explored avenues of
mutual cooperation.

Speaking in this forum, Bazr-
pash referred to the flourishing
of commercial relations be-
tween Iran and Turkmenistan,
and said: “We hope to witness
the conclusion of several com-
mercial contracts between the
sides.”

Meredov for his part ex-
pressed his country’s interest
in developing relations with
Iran proposed the creation
of a joint economic zone and
invited lranian companies to
participate in Turkmenistan’s
projects.

[ran’s non-oil export to Pakistan rises 62% m ¢ months on year

The value of Iran’s non-oil export to Paki-
stan increased by 62 percent during the
first seven months of the current Iranian
calendar year (March 21-October 22),
as compared to the same period of time
in the past year, the spokesman of the
International Relations and Trade Devel-
opment Committee of Iran’s House of
Industry, Mining and Trade announced.
Ruhollah Latifi said that Iran exported
non-oil commodities worth $1.14 bil-
lion to its neighbor Pakistan in the sev-
en-month period of this year.

He also announced that Iran imported
commodities valued at $352.64 million
from Pakistan during the first seven
months of this year, with 39 percent
drop year on year.

The official has previously announced
that Iran’s non-oil export to Pakistan
increased by 18 percent in the previous
Iranian calendar year (ended on March
20).

Pakistan was Iran’s fifth largest export
market in the previous calendar year, im-
porting non-oil products worth $1.488
billion from Iran, Latifi said in May.

He added that Iran imported non-oil
goods worth $842 million from Pakistan
last year, up 170 percent from the pre-
Vious year.

The intertwining of economic, security,
and transit relations between Iran and
Pakistan has made the relations of the
two countries beyond the neighborhood
and turned them into strategic partners
with common interests at the regional
level.

Having more than 900 kilometers of
joint border can lead to closer and more
cooperation between the two countries
in areas such as transit corridors and
bilateral trade.

Iran and Pakistan signed a Memo-
randum of Understanding (MOU) in

mid-January to facilitate bilateral trade
between the two countries.

The MOU was signed by the former
Head of Iran’s Trade Promotion Organ-
ization (TPO) Alireza Peyman-Pak and
Head of the Trade Development Author-
ity of Pakistan (TDAP) Muhammad Zu-
bair Motiwala.

Based on the MOU, which was signed
on the sidelines of Iran’s Exclusive Exhi-
bition in Karachi, the parties pledged to
exchange business information, support
each other’s private sectors, and pro-
vide the conditions and context for the
presence of their trade delegations in the
other country.

Speaking at the signing ceremony, Pey-
man-Pak said that signing this MOU
was indicative of the two sides’ deter-
mination for removing the obstacles in
the way of bilateral trade and prepare the
ground for the businesspersons of both
sides to bolster cooperation.

He considered the holding of exclusive
exhibitions, exchanging trade delega-
tions, and investment in joint production
units as positive steps for knowing the
capacities and needs of the two coun-
tries and expressed hope that such
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events would continue.

Also, during a meeting between the
previous Head of Tehran Chamber of
Commerce, Industries, Mines, and Agri-
culture (TCCIMA) Masoud Khansari, and
Chief Executive of Trade Development
Authority of Pakistan (TDAP) Muham-
mad Zubair Motiwala in Tehran in mid-
May, the two sides expressed the need
for the expansion of relations between
the private sectors of the two countries.
Speaking at the meeting, Motiwala an-
nounced the readiness of his organiza-
tion for long-term and progressive inter-
action with TCCIMA in order to facilitate
the commercial exchanges of the two
sides’ economic enterprises.

He stressed the need for continuous
exchange of trade delegations with the
aim of introducing the economic and
market cooperation capacities of the two
countries and identifying the goods and
services needed by the markets of both
sides.

According to the official, the chambers
of commerce in the two countries can
provide the basis for the expansion of
interaction between the private sectors
of the two countries.

Motiwala also considered the revision
and modification of the tariffs on com-
modities traded between the two coun-
tries as necessary to increase the level
of economic cooperation, and in this re-
gard, he reminded that Pakistan is taking
Serious measures.

Khansari for his part, welcomed the ide-
as presented by the Pakistani side and
emphasized the need for amending the
tariffs on goods exchanged between
Iran and Pakistan.

“A complete list of commodities needed
by the markets of the two countries has
been prepared by the Tehran Chamber
of Commerce which has been compiled
by the data provided by reliable compa-
nies,” Khansari said.

As the latest step in line with broaden-
ing economic and trade ties between
the two sides, Iranian Foreign Minister
Hossein Amir Abdollahian and his Paki-
stani counterpart Bilawal Bhutto Zardari
inked a five-year strategic plan docu-
ment for trade cooperation between the
two neighboring countries from 2023 to
2028, in Islamabad.

Amir Abdollahian and Bilawal dis-
cussed the latest bilateral political, eco-
nomic, and defense issues, including
the development of trade ties during
the meeting.

“Under the government of Iran’s Presi-
dent Ebrahim Raisi, the volume of trade
exchanges between the two countries
has increased by more than 50 percent,”
Amir Abdollahian said in the meeting,
adding that Iranian and Pakistani offi-
cials want to see further expansion of
ties in the future, given existing capac-
ities.

Bilawal, for his part, called for the forma-
tion of a strategic committee to follow
up on agreements on the expansion of
cooperation.
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Major eco-
nomic issues
discussed at
ICCIMA hoard

meeting

The board of representa-
tives of the Iran Chamber
of Commerce, Indus-
tries, Mines and Agricul-
ture (ICCIMA) held their
sixth meeting in the new
tenure on Saturday dur-
ing which the country’s
major economic issues
were discussed.

As reported by the IC-
CIMA portal, in the
meeting, which  was
chaired by ICCIMA's
Head Hossein Selahvar-
zi, four board members
delivered speeches and
touched upon some of
the important economic
issues in recent months.
Speaking at the gather-
ing, Selahvarzi pointed
to the ICCIMA 140th
establishment  anniver-
sary and said: “We know
that the private sector
has gone through many
challenges and different
governments. The voice
of the private sector is a
compassionate and pow-

erful voice.”
In another part of his
speech, Selahvarzi

mentioned some of the
economic issues of the
country, saying: “In the
previous board meeting,
we discussed the budget
bill for the next [Iranian
calendar] year 1403.”
“The unpredictability of
the economy, the con-
stant changing in pric-
es, and difficult access
to working capital and
raw materials are seri-
ous challenges of Iran’s
economy that must be
thought about”, he stat-
ed.

TCCIMA inks
co-op MOU
with IRICA

Tehran Chamber of Com-
merce, Industries, Mines
and Agriculture (TCCI-
MA) and the Islamic Re-
public of Iran Customs
Administration  (IRICA)
signed a memorandum
of understanding (MOU)
to cooperate in facilitat-
ing foreign trade

As the TCCIMA portal
reported, the MOU was
signed by TCCIMA Head
Mohammad Najafi-Arab
and IRICA Head Moham-
mad Rezvani-Far at the
place of the TCCIMA on
Saturday.

Facilitating the imple-
mentation of laws, bene-
fiting from the scientific,
technical and research
capacities of each other
and also establishing a
service desk to resolve
the customs-related is-
sues of the members of
the TCCIMA were also
among the subjects cov-
ered in the MOU.

The two sides also
agreed on bilateral co-
operation and interaction
to facilitate the process-
es related to export and
import.
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Iran condemns
deadly Israeli at-
tack on UN school

in Gaza

Iran’s foreign ministry spokes-
man expressed condemnation
for the barbaric and heinous
massacre of Palestinian citizens
in the recent attacks on the UN-
run “al Fakhoura” school, in
Jabalia refugee camp.

Nasser Kanaani attributed these
atrocities to the Zionist regime,
labeling it as a “child-killing”
entity.

He highlighted the unfortunate
reality that due to the inaction
of countries worldwide and in-
ternational bodies in the face of
the ongoing genocide against
the Palestinian people in Gaza
and the West Bank, the Zionist
regime persistently engages in
new war crimes and mass Kkill-
ings.

“The Israeli forces continue to
particularly target Palestinian
citizens including women and
children, within their homes,
residences, and temporary
shelters for refugees,” Kanaani
observed.

The spokesperson called for a
collective global action, stress-
ing the urgent need for deter-
ring action by Islamic countries
against the blatant genocide and
crimes committed by the Israeli
regime.

His appeal was in response to
the continued oppression and
defenselessness of the Palestin-
ian people in the wake of esca-
lating violence.

He urged he international com-
munity to take swift and reso-
lute measures to address the
unfolding humanitarian crisis
in Gaza.

In the recent attack on the
“al-Fakhoura” school in north-
ern Gaza, at least 50 people
were reported killed, according
to an official at the Gaza health
ministry.

There are also reports of a sep-
arate attack on another school.
Philippe Lazzarini, the Com-
missioner General of the UN
Palestinian refugee agency (UN-
RWA), expressed his shock in
witnessing “horrifying images”
of people killed and injured in
the school tragedy.

The “al-Fakhoura” School had
previously been targeted by
the Israeli army several times
before the war, including air
raids in 2009, 2014, and earlier
this month. Recent events have
heightened concerns as Israel
continues to target civilian sites,
escalating tensions in the region
and causing a humanitarian cri-
sis to unfold.

The Israeli military has been
continuously pummelling civil-
ian areas since the war broke
out on October 7, following a
surprise operation by the Pal-
estinian resistance movement
Hamas. Hamas’s attack was
in response to the occupying
regime’s intensified crimes
against the Palestinian people
in the West Bank including the
deliberate Israeli desecration
of Islamic sanctities in al-Quds
(Jerusalem).

Al-Shifa hospital, the largest
medical center in Gaza, has also
been targeted by Israel, result-
ing in the tragic killing of many
patients, including women and
children.

Critics argue that Israeli military
attacks on civilian areas, par-
ticularly in Gaza and the West
Bank, have contributed to a
dire situation with significant
consequences for the affected
population.
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TCCIMA

co-op MOU with

Iranian Free Zones High Council
signed a cooperation memoran-
dum with the Tehran Chamber of
Commerce, Industries, Mines and
Agriculture (TCCIMA) on Satur-

day, Freena reported.

As reported, the memorandum
was signed by TCCIMA Head Mo-
hammad Najafi-Arab and Secre-

tary of Free Zones High Council
Hojatollah Abdolmaleki.

Based on the memorandum the
two sides will cooperate on pro-
moting, facilitating and attracting
foreign capital and technologies
as well as facilitating foreign trade
with the aim of internationalizing
the countries’ free zones.

The Difierence Between the Cold and Flu

Source:

Your nose is stuffy, your throat is
scratchy, and your head is pounding. Is
it a cold or the seasonal flu? Symptoms
can overlap, so unless your doctor runs a
rapid flu test — a quick check done with
a cotton swab from the back of your nose
or throat — it’s hard to know for sure.
Here are some basic guidelines for tell-
ing the difference between cold and flu
symptoms.

How to spot the difference

Viruses cause colds and the flu. Both are
respiratory infections. The simplest way
to tell the difference is by looking at your
symptoms.

If you have a cold, you’ll probably have
symptoms like these:

e runny or stuffy nose

e sore throat

e sneezing

e cough

« headache or body aches

* mild tiredness

Flu symptoms can include:

e dry, hacking cough

e moderate to high fever, although not
everyone with the flu will run a fever
esore throat

* shaking chills

e severe muscle or body aches

* headache

e stuffy and runny nose

« severe fatigue that may last up to two
weeks

* nausea and vomiting, as well as diarrhea
(most common in children)

Colds come on gradually over a few
days and are often milder than the flu.
They usually get better in 7 to 10 days,

although symptoms can last for up to 2
weeks.

Flu symptoms come on quickly and can
be severe. They usually last 1 to 2 weeks.
Use your symptoms as a guide to figure
out which condition you have. If you think
you might have the flu, see your doctor
to get tested within the first 48 hours of
showing symptoms.

What is the common cold?

The common cold is an upper respirato-
ry infection caused by a virus. According
to the American Lung Association, more
than 200 different viruses can cause the
common cold. However, according to the
Mayo Clinic, the rhinovirus is most often
the one that makes people sneeze and
sniffle. It’s highly contagious.

Though you can catch a cold at any time
of year, colds are more common during
the winter months. This is because most
cold-causing viruses thrive in low humid-
ity.

Colds spread when someone who’s sick
sneezes or coughs, sending virus-filled
droplets flying through the air.

You can get sick if you touch a surface
(such as a countertop or doorknob) that
has recently been handled by an infected
person and then touch your nose, mouth,
or eyes. You're most contagious in the
first two to four days after you’re exposed
to the cold virus.

What is the seasonal flu?
Influenza— or the flu, as it’s better known
— is another upper respiratory illness.
Unlike a cold, which can hit at any time
of year, the flu is generally seasonal. Flu
season usually runs from fall to spring,

peaking during the winter months.
During flu season, you can catch the flu
in the same way you'd pick up a cold: By
coming into contact with droplets spread
by an infected person. You’re contagious
starting one day before you get sick and
up to 5 to 7 days after you show symp-
toms.

The seasonal flu is caused by the influ-
enza A, B, and C viruses, with influenza
A and B being the most common types.
Active strains of influenza virus vary from
year to year. That’s why a new flu vaccine
is developed each year.

Unlike the common cold, the flu can de-
velop into a more serious condition, such
as pneumonia. This is especially true for:
e young children

* older adults

* pregnant women

* people with health conditions that weak-
en theirimmune system, such as asthma,
heart disease, or diabetes

When to call a doctor

If you're at risk of complications from the
flu, call your doctor when you first have
symptoms. People at risk of serious com-
plications include:

e people over the age of 65

* pregnant women

e women who are two weeks postpartum
e children under age of 2

e children under age 18 taking aspirin

e those with weakened immune systems
due to HIV, steroid treatment, or chemo-
therapy

* people who are extremely obese

« people with chronic lung or heart con-
ditions

* people with metabolic disorders, such
as diabetes, anemia, or kidney disease

* people living in long-term care facilities,
such as nursing homes

Contact your doctor right away if your
symptoms do not improve or if they be-
come severe. See your doctor if you have
signs of pneumonia, including:

e trouble breathing

* severe sore throat

e cough that produces green mucus

* high, persistent fever

e chest pain

Staying healthy

The best way to prevent

the flu is by get-

ting the flu

shot.

Most

By:

doctors recommend getting the flu vac-
cine in October or at the very start of flu
season. However, you can still get the
vaccine in late fall or winter. The flu vac-
cine can help protect you from getting the
flu and can make the illness less severe
if you do catch the flu. To avoid picking
up the flu virus, wash your hands often
with soap and warm water, or use an al-
cohol-based hand sanitizer. Avoid touch-
ing your nose, eyes, and mouth. Try to
stay away from anyone who has the flu or
flu-like symptoms. It’s important to adopt
healthy habits to keep cold and flu germs
at bay. You should always make sure
you get plenty of sleep, eat lots
of fruits and vegetables,
exercise, and manage
your stress during
cold and flu
season and

beyond.

TEDPIX, the main index of the Tehran Stock Exchange
(TSE), dropped 2,330 points (0.11 percent) to 2,026,248
on Sunday, which is the second day of the Iranian cal-
endar week. TSE is one of the four Iranian stock ex-
changes, and the most important one. The other three
ones are Iran Mercantile Exchange (IME), Iran Energy
Exchange (IRENEX), and Iran’s over-the-counter (OTC)
market, known as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB).

Head of Iran’s Securities and Exchange Organization
(SEO) Majid Eshgi has said his organization’s current

[srael is 2
olobal threa,
blammg Iran s

 fallacy

The American publication Politico ran a
story on November 13 that aimed to por-
tray Iran as a global threat. Yet, Tel Aviv
is the source of regional and international
turmoils.
The article, titled “Iran is a direct threat to
Europe,” attempts to depict Iran as a global
menace, blaming the crisis in the region
and rising fuel prices on Iran.
Written by Henrik F. Rasmussen, the arti-
cle claims that Iran’s military power and its
nuclear program pose a threat to Europe
and the U.S.

Rasmussen, following Israeli propaganda,
calls for Europe and the U.S. to exert max-
imum pressure on Iran.
The article also urges the parties to the
JCPOA- France, Germany, and the United
Kingdom - to “trigger a snapback,” restor-
ing the pre-JCOPA UN sanctions against
Iran.
The Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action,
commonly known as the Iran nuclear deal
or Iran deal, is an agreement on the Iranian
nuclear program reached in Vienna on 14
July 2015, between Iran and the P5+1.
Nevertheless, Politico’s argument will be
countered with five key points:

First, the article’s reliance on Israeli of-
ficials’ propaganda to portray Iran as a
global threat is seen as an attempt to unite

constructive production.

POLITICO R — Q DR

opIMION

Iran is a direct threat to Europe

Economic incentives won't trump the ideological fanaticism motivating the mullahs in Tehran.

European countries and the U.S. to coun-
ter Iran and apply harsh measures against
Tehran.

Earlier in June 2023, Israeli Minister Benny
Gantz, spoke to attendees of The Jerusa-
lem Post Conference gala on matters of
Israel’s current political state, and “Iran’s
threat on a global level.” He portrayed Iran
as a global threat.

Second, Iran has never posed a threat to
Europe. Tehran has never had an agenda
in its foreign policy to threaten European
countries.

Europe has applied some wrong policies
in West Asia, but Tehran has considered
those policies as solvable through dialogue
and diplomatic engagement.

Third, Israel is the main cause of the cur-
rent turmoil in West Asia due to its oppres-
sion of Palestinians over the last 70 years.
So, the blame for the rising fuel prices is
shifted towards Israel rather than Iran.
Israeli oppression and its desecration of
Islamic sanctities were the incentives for
Hamas to launch the retaliatory Operation
al-Agsa Storm. So, Rasmussen cannot
shift the blame on Hamas or Iran as the
cause of the ongoing crisis.

Although Tel-Aviv has caused the hike in
fuel prices, the shaky regime of Tel Aviv is
trying to project its mistakes on Iran.

priority is to attract capital and direct liquidity towards

Speaking at a meeting of the government and private
sector dialogue council, Eshgi considered capital forma-
tion as the most important challenge of the economy
and said: “Financing [economic projects] and directing
liquidity towards production is the priority of the Securi-
ties and Exchange Organization.”

“[currently] The most important economic challenge [in
the country] is the issue of capital formation because the
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Fourth, Iran does not possess nuclear
weapons and has never threatened any
country with nuclear weapons. Additional-
ly, Iran has been subject to the most rigor-
ous inspection regime by the UN nuclear
watchdog.

Tehran cannot be a threat to Europe since
Iran does not have shared borders with Eu-
ropean countries. But the Tel Aviv regime,
which is closer to Europe, has a nuclear
arsenal that is not monitored by the IAEA.
Israel has a nuclear arsenal and far-right Is-
raeli officials have openly discussed using
atomic bombs against the Gaza Strip.

In early November, Israel’s Heritage Min-
ister Amichai Eliyahu considered dropping
an atomic bomb in the enclave “an option.”
The occupying regime’s nuclear arsenal is
not subject to any monitoring by the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency.

Fifth, the article’s claim about Iran’s military
support for Russia in the Ukraine-Russia
war is also refuted, as Iran has invited both
Moscow and Kyiv to seek political solu-
tions.

In conclusion, the Politico article’s attempt
to depict Iran as a global threat is refuted
with evidence that points to Israel’s own
actions.

rate of the mentioned item [capital formation] has been
negative in the last 10 years and is estimated to be lower
than the depreciation rate,” the official explained.

If the mentioned trend continues in the same way in
the long term, it will cause non-development, depreci-
ation of industries, and the stagnation of the economy,
he noted. “Injecting liquidity in the production sector is
now considered one of our important goals, but we are
facing a series of challenges among which the decrease
in investor confidence can be pointed out,” Eshgi said.

Iranian President Ebrahim Raeisi
has condemned the international
community’s silence on the Zionist
regime’s atrocities in Gaza, high-
lighting the world’s growing disillu-
sionment with existing mechanisms
of global politics.

Raisi made the remarks on Sunday
while addressing a gathering of
thousands of people in the city of
Shahriyar.

He denounced the recent crimes
committed by the Zionist regime as
a historical shame to morality, law,
and humanity.

Raisi stated, “Today, in addition to in-
tense aversion to the Zionist regime
and the United States, people world-
wide also feel a sense of despair and
inefficacy toward all international
mechanisms of power.”

The Iranian president highlighted
the resilience of the people of Gaza,
emphasizing the lessons they offer
to nations worldwide. He expressed
confidence that the collective will
and sacrifices of oppressed Pales-
tinian children will contribute to es-
tablishing a just global order. ““Un-
doubtedly, the spilled blood of the
oppressed Palestinian children will

Raisi criticizes
International
silence on Israel
crimes n biaza

pave the way for the manifestation of
divine retribution and putting an end
to the rule of tyrants of our time,” he
declared.

As the international community
grapples with the ongoing Gaza cri-
sis, leaders like Raisi continue to ad-
vocate for justice and accountability,
urging the world to break its silence
and take meaningful steps towards
establishing a fair and equitable
global order.

Israel imposed a “complete siege”
and launched a military assault on
Gaza last month after the Palestini-
an resistance group Hamas carried
out the surprise Operation Al-Agsa
Storm into the occupied territories.
The October 7 attack by Hamas was
in response to the decades of atroci-
ties committed by the occupying re-
gime toward the Palestinian people.
The Israeli air and ground assault,
ongoing for seven weeks, has
claimed numerous lives, including
thousands of children, as reported
by Palestinian authorities in Gaza.
The siege has severely restricted
essential supplies, raising concerns
about a humanitarian crisis in the
territory.
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