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Iran FM address-

es Gaza situation

with UN relief
chief

Iran’s foreign minister has
voiced his deep concern over
the dire humanitarian situa-
tion in Gaza during a meeting
in Geneva on Wednesday with
UN  under-secretary-general
for humanitarian affairs Martin
Griffiths.

Hossein  Amir  Abdollahian
demanded an immediate ces-
sation of Israeli attacks and
abhorred attempts to displace
the people of Gaza.

He also denounced Israeli at-
tacks on Gazans as genocidal,
lacking any prospect of victory,
and only increasing costs for
the U.S., the regime’s primary
supporter.

The foreign minister also
stressed the imperative of swift
and sufficient humanitarian aid
to the besieged Gazans.
Consequently, he called for
concentrated efforts to achieve
a ceasefire and end the ongo-
ing war. “Urgent and effective
measures are essential to halt
the Israeli regime’s attacks,” he
stated.

Highlighting his recent meet-
ings in Doha with represent-
atives from the Palestinian
resistance movement Hamas
and the Qatari government,
Amir Abdollahian conveyed
the message that Hamas is
ready to address the issue
of non-military detainees. He
underlined a potential recipro-
cal action, stating that if Israel
refrains from genocide in Gaza,
Hamas will reciprocate by re-
fraining from counterattacks.
Amir Abdollahian also called
for immediate UN intervention
to lift the criminal blockade
imposed by the Israeli regime
to provide humanitarian aid to
Gaza. He disputed the negligi-
ble level of humanitarian aid
sent to the Palestinian territory,
contrary to U.S. claims.

He also asserted that the UN
can leverage Iran’s capabilities
to promote peace and security
in the region.

For his part, Martin Griffiths,
expressing appreciation  to-
ward Iran’s efforts in pre-
venting the spread of war in
the region, detailed the UN’s
commitment to humanitarian
issues.

Griffiths also emphasized the
necessity to join forces to halt
the war and alleviate the cur-
rent alarming situation in Gaza.
Following the meeting, Amir
Abdollahian told reporters that
the United States is sending
various prohibited weapons,
including phosphorus  mu-
nitions, to Israel. “The con-
sequence of this action is a
relentless bombardment, af-
fecting the Palestinian people
in the besieged Gaza Strip,” he
lamented.

Amir Abdollahian left Tehran
for Geneva on Monday to par-
ticipate in the 52nd session of
the UN Human Rights Council.
Israel waged a ruthless war
on Gaza on October 7 follow-
ing a surprise Hamas attack
on the occupied territories.
This attack was carried out
in response to the intensified
crimes committed by the oc-
cupying regime against the
Palestinian  people.

In addition to military attacks,
Tel Aviv has also imposed a
“complete siege” on Gaza,
severely restricting access to
fuel, electricity, food, and wa-
ter for over two million Pales-
tinians residing in the coastal
enclave.
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~First National Housing Movement units haned Over to applicants

The first units of the Nation-
al Housing Movement were
handed over to the applicants
in Kermanshah province, in the
west of Iran, the director-gen-
eral of the province’s Islamic
Revolution Housing Foundation
announced. Shamsollah Khoda-
dadi said that the mentioned
units were handed over to the
applicants in Gilan-e Gharb and
Qasr-e Shirin cities.

The National Housing Move-
ment is one of the major policies
of the 13th government in the
housing sector, and according
to this policy, the construction
of four million residential units
is planned in four years.

The National Housing Move-
ment is one of the projects
through which the government
is trying to help low-income
individuals in society become
homeowners.

As announced on Monday by
Deputy Transport and Urban
Development  Minister  Hadi
Abbasi-Asl, 1,867,719 National
Housing Movement units are
currently under construction in
the cities and villages across
the country. While explaining
the performance of the Ministry
of Transport and Urban Devel-
opment in implementing the
National Housing Movement
plan, the official emphasized the
acceleration in implementing the
Housing Construction Leap Law
to achieve the goals of the 13th
government.

In late September, Transport
and Urbana  Development
Minister Mehrdad Bazrpash
announced the launching of
a program for allocating free
land (in the framework of the
National Housing Movement) to
young couples in order to help
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them build houses. The Nation-
al Housing Movement to con-
struct four million housing units
in four years is one of the major
plans of the current government
in the housing sector. Accord-
ing to the plan, out of these four
million residential units, 3.2
million units will be construct-
ed in cities and 800,000 units
in villages. After the National
Housing Action Plan (started
in 2018), the National Housing
Movement is the government’s
second major program to pro-
vide affordable housing units
for the low-income classes.
The operation for the con-
struction of 209,212 residential
units of the National Housing
Movement began in February
2022. The ceremony to begin
the mentioned operation and
also to launch some develop-
ment projects in the housing

ety |

sector was attended by former
Transport and Urban Develop-
ment Minister Rostam Qasemi.
Also, in July 2022, the minister
inaugurated a project for the
construction of the first group
of affordable housing units for
laborers under the framework
of the National Housing Move-
ment. On September 10, 1,278
units of the National Housing
Movement were handed over to
the applicants in a ceremony at-
tended by Aref Norouzi, the act-
ing director of the Headquarters
for Executing the Order of Imam
Khomeini. The mentioned units
were delivered to the applicants
in five provinces throughout
the country. The Headquar-
ters for Executing the Order of
Imam Khomeini has signed a
memorandum of understand-
ing (MOU) with the Ministry
of Transport and Urban Devel-

opment to construct 100,000
units under the framework of
the National Housing Move-
ment. According to Norouzi, the
headquarters also completed
and handed over 2,000 such
units back in April.

Speaking at the opening cere-
mony, the official said construc-
tion of the National Housing
Movement units is underway by
the Headquarters for Executing
the Order of Imam Khomeini in
27 provinces.

Also, as announced by an offi-
cial with the Islamic Revolution
Housing Foundation (IRHF),
the foundation has construct-
ed 167,700 affordable housing
units under the framework of
the National Housing Movement
across the country.

In addition to the mentioned
units, the Islamic Revolution
Housing Foundation is also
constructing 16,500 units for
low-income groups, Hamidreza
Sohrabi, the foundation’s deputy
head for urban housing affairs,
said on October 21.

The official noted that so far
9,000 units of the National
Housing Movement have been
handed over to the applicants
and another 9,000 units are also
planned to be handed over to
owners by the end of the cur-
rent Iranian calendar year (late
March 2024).

President Ebrahim Raisi has
stated that the National Hous-
ing Movement is the flagship
project of the 13th government
to meet the needs of the people,
and in addition to Transport and
Urban Development Ministry, all
relevant organizations are also
striving to achieve it.
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U.S. implicated

in Gaza massa-

cre: ex-nuclear
chief

the former chief of the Atom-
ic Energy Organization of
Iran (AEOI) Ali Akbar Salehi,
pointing to the United State’s
claims over human rights,
emphasized its role in killing
Gazans.

In an interview with Al Jazeera
on Tuesday evening, Salehi
highlighted the Gazans’ per-
sistence in the War.

He also highlighted Gazans’
steadfastness even though
they have been subject to Is-
raeli violations.

Salehi underlined the role of
Al Jazeera in depicting the re-
alities of the Palestinian issue.
Regarding the American’s
threats to Iran, the former
AEOI chief pointed out that the
threats have existed for nearly
40 years, instead, the one who
wants to do something, does
not speak up.

He warned against inflaming
the conflicts in the region,
adding that Iran is capable of
defending itself.

The U.S. does not want to go
to war with Iran; it is smarter
than what Israelis think, ac-
cording to Salehi.

“We keep baking Palestine
and resistance since it is part
of our belief and policy,” Sale-
hi said.

He added that Iran’s stance
toward the resistance in the
region is quite clear, but this
does not mean that Iran af-
fects their decisions.

Iran’s position

Sponge Iron produetmn up 3.4% in 7 months on vear

Production of sponge iron in Iran
rose by 5.4 percent during the first
seven months of the current Iranian
calendar year (March 21-October

22), according to the data released
by the Iranian Steel Producers Asso-
ciation (ISPA).

The ISPA reported that 22.112 million

tons of sponge iron was produced in
the country during the seven-month
period of this year, while the figure
was 20.984 million tons in the first
seven months of the previous year.
As previously announced by the Ira-
nian Steel Producers Association,
18.86 million tons of sponge iron
was produced in Iran in the first half
of the current Iranian calendar year
(March 21-September 22).

Direct reduced iron (DRI), also called
sponge iron, is produced from the di-
rect reduction of iron ore (in the form
of lumps, pellets, or fines) into iron
by reducing gas or elemental carbon
produced from natural gas or coal.
Many ores are suitable for direct re-
duction.

While Iran is fighting the U.S. se-
vere sanctions on its economy, and
the country’s different industrial and
economic sectors have been affect-

ed by the limitations and difficulties
caused by the sanctions condition,
the country’s mining sector is mov-
ing forward noticeably, overcoming
such barriers.

Among the mining sector’s different
products, sponge iron is an out-
standing example, as the production
of this item is rising more and more
in the country.

Iranian Mines and Mining Industries
Development and Renovation Organ-
ization (IMIDRO), Iran’s largest met-
als and mining holding, has stated
that one of the most important rea-
sons for the increase in sponge iron
production in lIran is the establish-
ment of new sponge iron plants, add-
ing that in recent years, with its new
strategy and with the participation of
the private sector, the organization
has been able to launch several pro-
jects to produce sponge iron.

Rail transportation brings Iran S1.3b i fuel savings i a vear

Republic of Iran Railways (known as
RAI) has said using rail transporta-
tion has made the country $1.3 bil-
lion in fuel savings during the previ-
ous lranian calendar year (ended on

March 20).

According to Miad Salehi, more than
29.67 million passengers were trans-
ported through the railway network in
the previous Iranian year, which was
a record in the history of the coun-

try’s rail transportation, IRIB report-
ed.

The development of the railway
network will ultimately lead to an
increase in using the railway trans-
portation which, in addition to having
economical and safety benefits, will
have significant positive impacts on
the environment by reducing fuel
consumption and preventing air pol-
lution, the official said.

Mentioning a recent comprehensive
plan for the development of the mar-
itime economy in the country, Salehi
said the promotion of railway trans-
portation and transit is a major step
towards the realization of the goals
set for the maritime economy.

In this regard, the connection of the
country’s industrial centers to the
railway network and the development
of the International North-South

Transport Corridor (INSTC) are of ut-
most importance, he said.

He further mentioned a plan for the
renovation of the railway fleet, saying
that currently, the average age of the
country’s freight transportation fleet
is about 25 years, which shows im-
provement in comparison to the pre-
vious years.

“During the previous year, we man-
aged to manufacture 1,598 new
freight wagons, which was about
48 percent more than the preceding
year (1400) when we produced about
1,080 new freight wagons”, Salehi
said.

According to the official, all the
above-mentioned measures have
been taken in order to encourage
people and investors to partake in the
development of the railway industry
in the country.

has always been

that Karabakh is

Azerbaijan: am-
hassador

Iran’s ambassador to Azer-
baijan Seyyid Abbas Mousavi
wrote on X that Tehran recog-
nizes that Karabakh belongs
to Azerbaijan, the Report
news agency reported on
Wednesday.

According to him, the restora-
tion of the territorial integrity
and sovereignty of Azerbaijan
is welcomed by Iran.
“Ensuring the rights nd se-
curity of the Armenian popu-
lation of Karabakh should be
regulated only by Azerbaijani
laws,” the post reads.

The 3+3 format, that includes
three Caucasian states of Ar-
menia, Azerbaijan, and Geor-
gia plus Iran, Russia, and Tur-
key held a meeting in Tehran
on October 23. It was held at
the level of foreign ministers.
The meeting addressed the
issues of the South Caucasus
region, peace talks between
Azerbaijan and Armenia, and
the need to expand regional
cooperation in political, eco-
nomic, security, transit, and
energy fields.

Armenian  Prime  Minister
Nikol Pashinyan recently an-
nounced that he had agreed
to hold a meeting within the
3+3 format as proposed by
the President of Azerbaijan
llham Aliyev.

The 3+3 format was estab-
lished with the aim of re-
solving regional problems
through the inclusion of re-
gional countries and the ex-
clusion of extra-regional and
Western  countries.
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AEOI to produce

60 new radiop-

harmaceuticals

for health sec-
tor

The Atomic Energy Or-
ganization of Iran (AEQI)
has received an order to
produce over 60 new radi-
opharmaceuticals for the
domestic market.
Behrouz Kamalvandi,
AEOQI spokesman, stat-
ed on Tuesday that the
healthcare industry has
received a lot of support
from the nuclear organiza-
tion recently.

He announced that the
Food and Drug Admin-
istration of the Health
Ministry has awarded the
AEOQI a contract to manu-
facture 66 new radiophar-
maceuticals.

“A range of domestical-
ly produced radiophar-
maceuticals for cancer
diagnosis and treatment
are being developed with
world-class quality,” Ka-
malvandi  stated.

In December 2022, AEOI
director general Moham-
mad Eslami announced
that Iran aspires to be-
come a worldwide hub for
the production of deuteri-
um pharmaceuticals.
“In a not-too-distant fu-
ture we will turn into a hub
for manufacturing drugs
based on deuterium which
are good alternatives to
chemical drugs and have
lower side effects in com-
parison (to those drugs),”
Eslami said.

In April 2021, the AEOI
began the second phase
of its deuterium produc-
tion unit at the Arak heavy
water reactor facility in
central Iran.

Back in July, Eslami also
announced that Iran can
produce radiopharmaceu-
ticals for detecting and
treating ailments.

Iran will soon become a
major producer and ex-
porter of radiopharmaceu-
ticals given the capacities
that have been developed,
Eslami noted.

The nuclear chief praised
the achievements in plas-
ma science and technol-
ogy and said that local
scientists had also made
significant advancements
in developing radiation
technologies utilized in
the agricultural and med-
ical fields.

He also referred to the
production of high-quality
heavy water in the coun-
try, stating that Iran has
established a dominant
global position in this
market and is able to ex-
port the excess of heavy
water to other nations.
Back in June, during a
TV program, Eslami said
that Iran had achieved
159 goals in the previous
Persian calendar vyear
(ending March 20) despite
U.S. sanctions and other
obstacles imposed by the
West.

Eslami stated that young
Iranian scientists made
successes in a variety
of sectors in the nuclear
field, such as irradiation
systems, microwave, ra-
diopharmaceuticals, and
plasma technology.
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TEDPIX falls
7,000 points on

Saturday, November 18, 2023

Economic

TEDPIX, the main index of the
Tehran Stock Exchange (TSE),
dropped 7,191 points (0.35 per-
cent) to 2,038,875 on Wednesday,
which is the fifth day of the Iranian

exchanges, and the most impor-
tant one. The other three ones are
Iran Mercantile Exchange (IME),
Iran Energy Exchange (IREN-
EX), and Iran’s over-the-counter

Wednesday

calendar week.

TSE is one of the four Iranian stock

(OTC) market, known as Iran Fara
Bourse (IFB).

Thyroud Disease Facts
and Statistics; What
You Need to know

Source:
By:

More than 12% of people in the United
States will develop thyroid disease at
some point in their lifetime. Millions
of Americans are already living with it,
and many may not even know it.1

The two main types of thyroid condi-
tions are:

* Underactive thyroid (hypothyroidism
* Qveractive thyroid (hyperthyroidism
This article reviews facts and statistics
to help you understand thyroid disease
and its impact.

Thyroid Disease Overview

The thyroid is a butterfly-shaped gland
in the front of your throat. Through
the production and release of thyroid
hormones, it regulates many auto-
matic processes in your body. These
include:3

* Breathing

* Heart rate

¢ Digestion

e Energy production

* Muscle strength

* Body temperature

* Weight

* Mood

* Menstrual cycles

Hypothyroidism

In hypothyroidism, your thyroid gland
doesn’t make enough thyroid hor-
mone. This slows down your metabo-
lism and causes:4

* Fatigue

* Weight gain

e Trouble tolerating cold

e Joint and muscle pain

* Dry skin and hair

e Temporary hair l0ss

* Heavy or irregular menstrual periods
* Fertility problems dealing with female
reproduction

* Slowed heart rate

* Goiter (an enlarged thyroid that feels
like a lump in your throat)

Some cases of hypothyroidism are
caused by an autoimmune condition
called Hashimoto’s

disease.

Hyperthyroidism

In hyperthyroidism, your thyroid pro-

duces too much thyroid hormone. This
speeds up many of your body’s pro-
cesses. Symptoms include:3

* Nervousness or irritability

* Fatigue

e Muscle weakness

e Trouble tolerating heat

* [nsomnia

e Tremor

* Rapid, irregular heart rate

e Frequent bowel movements and/or
diarrhea

* Weight loss

* Mood swings

* Goiter

Some cases of hyperthyroidism are
caused by an autoimmune disorder
called Graves’ disease. It can also be
caused by thyroiditis (inflamed thyroid
gland), growths called thyroid nod-
ules, and too much iodine in the blood.
Thyroid hormone production relies on
iodine.

How Common Is Thyroid Disease?
Thyroid disease is fairly common. An
estimated 20 million people in the

United States have thyroid disease. As
many as 60% of people with thyroid
disease are not aware that they have
it.1

Hypothyroidism is about 7.5 times
more common than hyperthyroidism.5
In addition, experts estimate that thy-
roid disease is becoming more com-
mon.

Thyroid Disease by Ethnicity

The rates of autoimmune thyroid
diseases are different among ethnic
groups.

Hashimoto’s disease appears to be
more common in White Americans
and less common in Black Americans,
Asian Americans, and Pacific Island-
ers.7

Graves’ disease appears to be more
common in Americans who are Black
and Pacific Islander. It is less common
in people who are White.7

Thyroid Disease by Age and Sex

Rates of thyroid disease vary based on
age and sex.8

Thyroid disease becomes more com-

mon as people age. Hypothyroidism
is most often diagnosed between the
ages of 30 and 50. Hyperthyroidism
diagnoses are most common between
ages 20 and 40.5

Thyroid disease is significantly more
common in women.

Causes of Thyroid Disease and Risk
Factors

Causes of hypothyroidism include:13
* Autoimmunity (most common in the
United States)

e |odine deficiency (rare in the United
States but quite common worldwide)

* Radiation therapy for head and neck
cancers

e Pregnancy

* Birth defect in the thyroid gland
Causes of hyperthyroidism include:3
 Autoimmunity

* Excess iodine

e Thyroid nodules

* Thyroiditis

e Noncancerous tumors on the pitui-
tary gland, which is involved in thyroid
function

Bank loans to economic sectors rises nearly 524 i 7 months

The Iranian banking system has paid 28.47 quadrillion rials (about $56 billion)
of facilities to different economic sectors in the first seven months of the cur-
rent Iranian calendar year (March 21-October 22), registering a 23.9 percent
rise from the figure in the same period of the previous year, the Central Bank

of Iran (CBI) announced.

As reported, of the total facilities, 23.7 quadrillion rials (about $46.64 billion)
equivalent to 82 percent, was paid to the business owners (real and legal), and
4.77 quadrillion rials (about $9.38 billion) equivalent to 16.8 percent, to the

final consumers (households).

According to GBI data, the share of facilities paid in the form of working cap-

The Israeli regime’s savage bombard-
ment on the Gaza Strip has been dis-
cussed by the foreign ministers of Qatar
and Iran, reiterating their demands for an
immediate halt to the war crimes com-
mitted by the regime and the delivery of
humanitarian relief to the beleaguered
region.

On Tuesday, Iranian Foreign Minister
Hossein  Amir Abdollahian spoke by
phone with his Qatari counterpart Sheikh
Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thani to
discuss recent developments in Palestine
and the Gaza Strip.

Over the phone conversation, the two
parties talked about the ongoing geno-
cide in Gaza and the terrible humanitarian
situation there, highlighting the urgent
need to put an end to war crimes against
the region and provide relief to Pales-
ting’s homeless population.

They also discussed the most recent
developments in diplomatic efforts and
measures to halt Israel's ruthless on-
slaught against Gaza.

The attack on the Qatari Committee for
the Reconstruction of Gaza’s offices was
also addressed by the two distinguished
diplomats.

On Monday during a phone conversation
with his Hungarian counterpart, Péter
Szijjartd, Amir Abdollahian also slammed
the continued slaughter of Palestinians in
the confined Gaza Strip, calling it a fla-
grant breach of international law.

During the call, the two senior diplomats
reviewed the recent developments in the
West Asia region, particularly the situa-
tion in Palestine and Isr ael’s genocide
in Gaza. Referring to the deteriorating
humanitarian conditions in Gaza due to
Israel’s “savage” crimes, Iran’s foreign
minister said, “Through indiscriminate
bombardment and massacre of people in
the Gaza Strip, the Israeli regime has bla-
tantly violated all norms of human rights
and international law.”

Amir Abdollahian also emphasized the
importance of increasing international
pressure on Israel to end its assaults

ital in the first seven months of the current year was 76.9 percent of the total
paid loans.
During the said period, businesses active in the mining and industry sector re-
ceived over 7.02 quadrillion rials (about $13.8 billion) in the form of working
capital loans, accounting for 38.6 percent of the total such facilities.

Over the past three years, CBI has been collaborating with the Industry, Min-
ing, and Trade Ministry to implement a program based on which bank facilities
are provided to small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) and semi-fin-
ished projects. The mentioned facilities are mainly provided for renewing
machinery, equipping production units, or completing semi-finished projects.

against the Gaza Strip, establish a truce,
and send relief aid to be besieged Gazans.
On Sunday, the International Committee
of the Red Cross (ICRC) sounded a stern
alarm about the humanitarian situation in
the Gaza Strip, saying, “The situation in
Gaza is rapidly approaching a humanitar-
ian disaster.”

“An unbearable human tragedy is unfold-
ing in front of our eyes. People call us day
and night saying they are afraid to open
their doors for fear of getting killed and
pleading to help them reach safety,” said
William Schomburg, head of the ICRC’s
sub-delegation in Gaza.

Targeting densely populated urban are-
as, the ICRC expressed alarm about the
regime’s actions, stating that “Israeli at-
tacks taking place in heavily populated
urban areas in the Gaza Strip, including
around hospitals, endanger the lives of
the most vulnerable people like medical
staff, patients, the wounded, premature
babies, people with disabilities, and the
elderly.”

\i

Head of Iran’s Securities and Ex-
change Organization (SEO) Majid
Eshghi has said the main goal of his
organization is to protect and support
the rights of the shareholders, and
SEQ is taking all the necessary meas-
ures to achieve this goal.

Speaking to IRNA on Tuesday, Eshghi
pointed to the measures taken by the
13th government and the SEO to re-
turn investors’ trust in the stock mar-
ket, saying: “The philosophy of the
Securities and Exchange Organization
is to design, organize and develop a
transparent, efficient and fair market
for investors so that they are able to
operate smoothly in this market.”

“At the beginning of the new manage-
ment at SEO, which started from the
first months of the 13th government
incumbency, our main goal was de-
fined in the form of a strategic plan,
which was about protecting the rights
of investors with an emphasis on
long-term benefits, and in this regard,
we defined some diverse programs,”

SEO's mam goal is to protect
shireholders” rights: Eshoh

Eshghi said.

Mentioning other goals of the SEO
outlined in the organization’s strate-
gic plan, the official said: “Increasing
the effectiveness and monitoring of
capital market activities was also put
on the agenda, and in this regard,
various programs were implemented
in three main areas of market moni-
toring, monitoring of financial institu-
tions and supervision of IPOs.”

He further pointed to the facilitation of
financing, capital formation, and risk
management as other strategic pro-
grams of the Securities and Exchange
Organization and stated: “Considering
the negative rate of capital formation
in the past years and the increase in
the percentage of depreciation of eco-
nomic enterprises, major measures
were needed to be taken on the issue
of capital formation and financing.”
“Diversifying investment options by
relying on indirect investment has
been one of our main and long-term
plans in the organization,” he added.
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