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Export of dairy prod-
ucts up 13% in 7
months yr/yr

Iran exported 325,455 tons of
dairy products, valued at over
$436 million in the first seven
months of the current Iranian
calendar year (March 21-October
22), registering a 13 percent in-
crease in terms of value compared
to last year’s corresponding peri-
od.

Based on the latest data released
by the Islamic Republic of Iran
Customs Administration (IRICA),
the exports of dairy products in
the said period also increased by
16.5 percent in terms of weight,
Tasnim News Agency reported.
Among the exported dairy prod-
ucts, butter, ice cream, milk, and
condensed cream have decreased
in export volume, while other
products have increased.
Speaking in an interview with
IRNA on October 25, Spokesper-
son for the Iranian Dairy Industry
Association Mohammad-Reza
Banitaba said the country’s ex-
port of dairies in the first half of
the current Iranian year (March
21-September 22) increased con-
siderably compared to last year’s
corresponding period.
According to the official, Iran ex-
ported 239.886 tons of dairy prod-
ucts from March 21 to September
22, showing a 17.3 percent rise
in weight compared to last year’s
corresponding period.

In this period, milk, cream, sour
yogurt drinks, and industrial dry
milk were among the main dairy
products exported from the coun-
try, he said, adding that Iran’s ex-
port of milk and cream showed a
22.27 percent growth compared
to the same period of last year.
Iraq, Pakistan, Afghanistan, the
United Arab Emirates (UAE), and
the Republic of Azerbaijan were
Iran’s main trade partners in terms
of export of dairy products, Banit-
aba added.

Back in July, a board member
of Iran Dairy Industries Society
(IDIS) said the country plans to
establish milk processing plants
(refineries) across the country to
increase annual dairy exports up
to $2.7 billion.

“Despite the fact that the plan
for building milk refineries was
chosen as a national plan in the
economic headquarters, the plan
has been postponed so far,” Gho-
lam-Ali Soleimani said.

Iran was the largest net exporter
of dairy in Asia in 2022, according
to figures reported by the Food
and Agriculture Organization of
the United Nations (FAQ).

In a report published in late June,
FAO put Iran’s dairy exports last
year at 1.583 million metric tons
(mt) while estimating that the
country had imported only 86,000
mt of such products over the
same period.

The figures, from FAQ’s Food Out-
look, a biannual report on global
food markets, showed that Iran’s
dairy exports accounted for 17
percent of the total milk and dairy
exports by Asian countries in
2022.

Dairy exports from Iran accounted
for 13 percent of the country’s to-
tal milk and dairy production last
year which reached 7.840 million
mt, showed FAOQ figures which in-
dicated that the output may drop
slightly in 2023 to 7.820 million
mt.

Iran has introduced extensive
measures to ensure food security
in the country since 2018 when its
oil exports came under American
sanctions.

The country has encouraged in-
creased production and exports
of agrofood products as part of
its plans to reduce reliance on oil
exports and to create jobs for its
population.

_www.esfahan-news.com

[ran exports non-oil goods worth §3.7h to UAE ¢ months

Iran exported non-oil commod-
ities valued at $3.7 billion to the
United Arab Emirates (UAE)
during the first seven months
of the current Iranian calendar
year (March 21-October 22),
the head of the Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran Customs Administra-
tion (IRICA) announced.
Mohammad Rezvani-Far said
that the UAE was the third top
export destination of Iranian
non-oil goods in the mentioned
seven-month period.

The IRICA head also an-
nounced that exporting non-oil
goods worth $11 billion to Iran,
the UAE was Iran’s first source
of import in the first seven
months of this year.

On September 10, the Financial
Times reported that trade be-
tween Iran and the United Arab
Emirates has increased signifi-
cantly as Abu Dhabi eased re-
strictions on business activity
between the two neighbors.
The UAE has eased some lim-
itations on corporate registra-
tions and the issuance of visas
to companies from Iran in re-
cent months, Financial Times
reported, quoting business
people and officials.

Iranian financiers are also ex-
ploring how to enhance bilat-
eral trade by creating financial
mechanisms to fund legitimate
transactions, the report added
quoting the sources.

The UAE is Iran’s second-larg-
est trade partner. The trade
between Iran and the UAE
has recovered from a pan-
demic slump of $11 billion in
2020/2021 to $24 billion in the

12 months ending in March,
according to Iranian data.

The trade between the two
sides has surpassed the $22
billion recorded in 2012 before
U.S.-led sanctions were im-
posed on the Iranian economy.
Iranian officials have said they
are now targeting a further
increase in bilateral trade to-
wards $30 billion in the next
two years.

“Pressure from the UAE cen-
tral bank has decreased and
some Emirati banks have start-
ed opening bank accounts,”
said Masoud Daneshmand, a
former head of the Iran-UAE
Chamber of Commerce. “Cur-
rently, some Iranian companies
that used to be in the UAE but
had become inactive have be-
come active again. Some new
companies have also started
business.”

In diplomatic exchanges, Ira-
nian officials have been ask-
ing their Emirati counterparts
to find new mechanisms for
financing trade, according to
people briefed on these con-
versations.

“Our economic relationship
with Iran has long been of ma-
jor importance,” said the UAE’s
economy ministry. “The UAE’s
trade with Iran is conducted
in full compliance with global
rules and standards.”

For years there have been
self-imposed restrictions on
business with Iran, but these
have been gradually eased
in recent years, a UAE-based
businessman said. “There’s a
sense of more openness.”
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Iran and the United Arab Emir-
ates have agreed to sign new
memorandums of understand-
ing (MOUs) on the avoidance
of double taxation and facilita-
tion of mutual investment.

The decision was made dur-
ing a meeting between Iranian
Minister of Finance and Eco-
nomic Affairs Ensan Khandouzi
and UAE Minister of State for
Financial Affairs Mohamed bin
Hadi Al Hussaini on the side-
lines of the annual meeting of
the Islamic Development Bank
(IsDB) Board of Executive Di-
rectors in Jeddah in mid-May.
During the meeting, the offi-
cials emphasized increasing
cooperation in the fields of
trade and foreign investment;
in this regard, it was decided
that appropriate measures
should be implemented soon
in order to sign agreements on
facilitating foreign investment
and avoidance of double taxa-
tion between the countries.
Pointing to the positive impact
of the resumption of relations
between the Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran and Saudi Arabia in
the region, Al-Husseini said
that the volume of trade be-
tween the two countries has
increased about 40 times.
“This volume of trade in var-
ious fields indicates a natural
and positive growth of relations
and interactions between Iran
and the UAE, and the role of the
governments of the two sides
is to encourage trade and facil-
itate it through agreements to
avoid double taxation, and it is
necessary to revise the existing

agreements between the two
countries,” he said.

Khandouzi for his part referred
to the previous unfinished ne-
gotiations related to the draft-
ing of a foreign investment
agreement between the two
sides, saying: “The Islamic
Republic of Iran is ready to co-
operate in joint profitable pro-
jects, as well as cooperation for
investing in other countries.”
Also on May 9, the head of
the Federation of Chambers of
Commerce and Industry of the
United Arab Emirates said his
country is seeking to become
Iran’s top trading partner in the
region.

Abdullah  Mohamed Al Maz-
rouei, who visited Iran at the
head of a business delegation,
made the remarks in a meet-
ing with the former Head of
Iran Chamber of Commerce,
Industries, Mines, and Agricul-
ture (ICCIMA) Gholam-Hossein
Shafeie in Tehran.

During the meeting, the two
sides exchanged views on the
common fields of cooperation,
economic relations, and how to
expand commercial relations
between the private sectors of
Iran and the UAE.

Stating that the UAE is one
of the most important neigh-
boring countries of Iran with
a deep historical relationship,
Shafeie said: “The UAE is Iran’s
second trading partner in the
world after China, and the vol-
ume of our annual exchanges
has reached about 24 billion
dollars. Despite all the restric-
tions of the past and the heavy
shadow of political issues on
economic relations, the UAE
has always maintained its good
position in relation to Iran and
the mentioned issues have not
been able to have a deep impact
on our business relations.”
Back in early January, the
director-general of Bushehr
Province’s Ports and Mari-
time Department announced
that Iran has launched a direct
container shipping line from
the country’s southwestern
Bushehr Port to the United
Arab Emirates’ Port of Jebel Ali.
According to  Mohammad
Shakibi-Nasab, launching the
mentioned shipping line is
going to boost the economic
exchanges between the two
countries.

He further noted that with the

new line going operational the
cost of transporting export car-
goes has also been reduced for
the two sides’ traders.

At the same time, the head of
Iran’s Ports and Maritime Or-
ganization (PMO) met with the
UAE’s ambassador to Tehran,
during which the two sides
stressed the acceleration of
mutual port, maritime, and
transit cooperation.

In the meeting, UAE Ambas-
sador Saif Mohamed Obaid
Jasem Al Zaabi underlined the
capacities of UAE companies
for port and maritime invest-
ment in neighboring countries,
especially Iran, and announced
a field visit by his country’s
experts to Iranian ports in the
near future.

The Arab official also referred
to the very good transportation
and transit infrastructure in his
country and welcomed Iran’s
approach to developing transit
cooperation with CIS countries.
Al Zaabi emphasized the need
for the expansion of economic
relations between Tehran and
Abu Dhabi, expressing the
trust and interest of the UAE
government in developing port
and maritime cooperation with
[ran.

PMO Head Ali-Akbar Safaei for
his part stressed the strategy
of the Iranian government to
develop economic cooperation
and good relations with neigh-
boring countries, saying that
the development of maritime
relations between Iran and the
United Arab Emirates is very
important for the Islamic Re-
public.

Stating that Iran is ready for
the development of maritime,
transit, and port relations with
Abu Dhabi, Safaei emphasized:
“Transit and port connections
between Tehran and Abu Dha-
bi with Central Asian coun-
tries and other nations can be
formed quickly and prosper
very fast.”

The official also welcomed any
investment by UAE port and
maritime companies in Iran’s
southern ports, especially Sha-
hid Rajaei Port and Chabahar
Port.

“Chabahar Port has very good
capacities and the private sec-
tor of the United Arab Emirates
can forge long-term invest-
ment contracts in Chabahar
port,” he said.

[ran collaboratmg with allies to set up just system Raisi says

Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi has
noted that Tehran unconditionally backs
the Economic Cooperation Organization
(ECQ), calling it the most effective and
advanced mechanism of economic coop-
eration in the region.

Raisi stated that Tehran is committed
to raising more funds and effort for the
advancement of cooperation under the
Asian political and economic intergov-
ernmental body during his speech to the
16th ECO summit on Thursday, which
took place in Tashkent, the capital of Uz-
bekistan. “Today, the Islamic Republic of
Iran, with the support and cooperation of
many independent countries and its inter-
national partners, is working to establish
a just system on the basis of respect and
deepening multilateral convergence,” he
stressed. Raisi went on to add, “The pos-
itive trend of cooperation in the ECO, and
the growing interest of member states in
enhancing relations within the framework
of the ECO, strengthen our long-standing
belief that the organization is still the
most relevant and mature economic co-
operation mechanism in our region.”
The Iranian president emphasized that
the ECO has a unique capability built on
solid foundations such as growing pop-

ulations, great natural resources, and,
most importantly, an evolving culture.

In 1985, the Islamic Republic of Iran,
Pakistan, and Turkey founded the ECO,
which has its headquarters in Tehran.
The ten-member organization’s primary
goal is to advance cultural, technological,
and economic collaboration among its
members.

President Raisi also said, “The firm will of
all ECO members to create a safe, stable,
and prosperous region and the resolve
to play an effective role in international
arenas are valuable assets shared by the
member states. International systems are
now more than any other time in the con-
temporary period exposed to change.”

“We firmly believe this change must be
aimed at boosting the discourse of jus-
tice and freedom from the system of
domination and coercion. Multilateralism
has now clearly lined up against unbri-
dled unilateralism,” he continued.

“I would like to reiterate the unconditional
support of the Islamic Republic of Iran to
the ECO organization and its activities.
We are determined to mobilize more re-
sources and energy for the development
of cooperation in ECO.”

Raisi made a brief remark before his of-
ficial speech at the meeting in which he
denounced the crimes committed by Is-
rael against the Palestinian people in the
beleaguered Gaza Strip.

“Today, supporting Palestine and the op-
pressed people of Gaza is the standard
of honor for countries, and the govern-
ments that support the Israeli regime are
the most dishonorable on earth.”

The Iranian president paused for a little
while after concluding his initial state-
ment, honoring the hundreds of Palestin-
ian women and children who were killed
in Gaza since October 7.

He concluded as saying, “In the end,
| would like to reiterate the support of
the Islamic Republic of Iran to the ECO
organization and its activities. We are
determined to mobilize more resourc-
es and energy for the development of
cooperation in ECO. During the term of
the presidency of ECO in 2024, we will
design plans and implement them in
consultation with the members and the
secretariat. | hope that the next meeting
of ECO Foreign Ministers at the end of
2024, hosted by the Islamic Republic of
Iran, will witness good decisions. Oth-
er ministers of specialized fields of the
member countries also need to hold their
meetings without interruption and con-
tinuously so that necessary and timely
decisions are taken to advance cooper-
ation.”
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Export from
Mazandaran prov-
ince rises 11% in
7 months on year

The value of non-oil export
from Mazandaran province,
in the north of Iran, rose 11
percent during the first seven
months of the current Iranian
calendar year (March 21-Oc-
tober 22), as compared to the
same period of time in the past
year, an official with the Cus-
toms Department of the prov-
ince announced.

Amir Jamshidi also announced
that the value of non-oil import
to the province increased by
77 percent in the mentioned
seven-month period.

The official further said that
the value of the province’s
non-oil trade rose 66 percent
to $1.591 billion in the first
seven months of the present
year, from $957 million in the
same time span of the previ-
ous year.

As announced by the head of
the Islamic Republic of Iran
Customs Administration (IRI-
CA), Iran exported 79.5 million
tons of non-oil commodities
worth $28.3 billion during the
first seven months of the cur-
rent Iranian calendar year.
Mohammad Rezvani-Far said
that the 7-month non-oil ex-
port indicates 29.32 percent
rise in weight, and less than
one percent drop in value, year
on year.

The official further announced
that 20.9 million tons of non-
oil goods worth $36 hillion
were imported to the coun-
try during the seven-month
period of this year, with 6.21
percent growth in weight, and
12.61 percent rise in value, as
compared to the same period
of time in the previous year.
Rezvani-Far, who is also the
deputy minister of finance
and economic affairs, went
on to say that the country’s
seven-month non-oil trade
stands at 100.4 million tons
worth $64.4 billion, with 23.71
percent rise in weight, and 6.2
percent increase in value, year
on year.

He named liquefied natural
gas, liquefied propane and
liquefied butane as the main
exported goods, and China,
Irag, the United Arab Emirates
(UAE), Turkey and India as the
main destinations of Iran’s
non-oil exports during the first
seven months of the present
year.

The IRICA head also men-
tioned corn as livestock food,
mobile phones and soybeans
as the main imported goods
and the United Arab Emirates,
China, Turkey, Germany and
India as the main sources of
non-oil imports of Iran in the
said seven months.

During this period, the average
customs value of each ton of
exported goods went from
$466 to $357, which shows a
decrease of 23.43 percent, ac-
cording to Rezvani-Far.

It should be mentioned that
due to the decrease in global
prices of some export goods,
including petrochemical prod-
ucts, the country’s non-oil
export has faced a decrease
in value despite the increase
in weight.

The official also said that the
average customs value of
each ton of imported goods
was $1,721, which has grown
by 6.03 percent compared
to $1,624 in the first seven
months of the last year.



%"JM

Sunday, November 12, 2023 - No: 1470

ISFAHAN NEWS

Iran-Tajikistan
trade up 10 folds
in 2 years

Iranian Energy Minister
Ali-Akbar Mehrabian has
said the trade between
Iran and Tajikistan has in-
creased by 10 times over
the past two years, Fars
News Agency reported.
According to Mehrabian,
the value of trade between
the two countries which
was $23 million in the Ira-
nian calendar year 1399
(2020-2021) reached $280
million in the previous Ira-
nian calendar year (ended
on March 20, 2023).

The trade between the two
countries also  reached
$150 million in the first six
months of the current Ira-
nian calendar year (March
21-September 22) and it
is expected to exceed $300
million by the end of the
year (late March 2024).
“During the previous visit
of President Raisi to Tajik-
istan, the two countries had
set a $500 million target for
the trade between the two
sides and now considering
the current trend of rela-
tions, a much higher goal
can be set,” Mehrabian
said.

Tehran, Dushanbe ink 18
MOUs to expand ties
Iran and Tajikistan on
Wednesday signed a joint
statement and 18 coop-
eration documents and
memorandums of under-
standing (MOUs) to deepen
bilateral strategic relations.
The joint statement was
signed between President
Raisi and his Tajik counter-
part Emomali Rahmon in
Tajikistan’s capital Dushan-
be, IRIB reported.

The documents and MOUs
were inked by the Iranian
and Tajik ministers in the
presence of the two presi-
dents.

As reported, the docu-
ments and MOUs pertained
to a roadmap for the long-
term Dbilateral trade and
economic cooperation Hill
2030, mutual visa-free ac-
cess, anti-drug trafficking
operations, transportation,
crisis management and the
establishment of joint free
economic zones, as well
as inter-city cooperation in
various fields.

During a meeting earlier in
the day, Raisi said Iran and
Tajikistan could increase
their annual trade transac-
tions to $500 million in the
first step.

Raisi stressed that histori-
cal, religious, and cultural
commonalities shared by
the two countries provide
a favorable ground for en-
hancing bilateral relations
in all aspects.

The Tajik president, for his
part, highlighted the ne-
cessity to develop bilateral
ties, particularly in mining,
health, science and tech-
nology, and agriculture
sectors

Heading a high-ranking
delegation, Raisi arrived in
Dushanbe on Wednesday.
During the day, he also
attended a meeting of the
two countries’ traders and
businessmen.
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Bank loans to
economic sec-
tors increases
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21% in H1

Iranian banking system has paid 24.3
quadrillion rials (about $47.9 billion)
of facilities in the first six months
of the current Iranian calendar year
(March 21-Septemebr 22), registering
21.2 percent rise from the figure in the
same period of the previous year, the
Central Bank of Iran (CBI) announced.

As reported, of the total facilities,
20.39 quadrillion rials (about $40.13
billion) equivalent to 83.7 percent,
was paid to the business owners
(real and legal), and 3.96 quadrillion
rials (about $7.7 billion) equivalent to
16.3 percent, to the final consumers
(households).

Source:

Nobody can be liked by everybody, but
sometimes it’s important for your so-
cial life or your career to become more
likeable. Becoming more liked might
just be as easy as taking some extra
interest in their life and interests!
Making a Person Like You One-on-
One

Ask people about themselves. Be in-
terested in them. What conversation
is better than with a person who is
genuinely interested in what you are
saying? If you are in a conversation
and hear yourself saying “I did this, |
did that,” stop yourself. Ask the other
person’s opinion. Conversations are
two-way streets!

Ask for a favor. This one may sound
kind of funny if you’re not familiar with
it -- it’s a technique known as the “Ben-
jamin Franklin Effect.” Basically, you
ask for a favor, the other person does it
for you, you thank them, and they end
up liking you more. You'd think that
the person having something done for
them would like the other, but it’s not
s0. So the next time you feel the need
to borrow something, don’t hesitate to
ask!

Talk about what interests the other per-
son. If you know their hobbies or pas-

Iran and Afghanistan signed five memorandums of understanding
(MOUs) on cooperation in different economic sectors.

The MOUs were signed in a ceremony on Thursday night at the pres-
ence of Iranian Agriculture Minister Mohammad-Ali Nikbakht, Presi-
dent Raisi’s special envoy for Afghanistan Hassan Kazemi Qomi, and
Deputy Prime Minister for Economic Affairs of the Taliban Govern-

ment Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar.

As reported, the mentioned MOUs include the cooperation document
of Iran-Afghanistan Joint Economic Committee meeting, the docu-
ment of the two sides’ Joint International Road Transport Cooperation
Committee meeting, the MOU between Iran’s Givil Aviation Organiza-
tion (CAQ) and the Afghan side, the MOU between Iran’s Esfahan Steel
Company and the Afghan side, and the MOU between Iran’s Secretar-
iat of Free Trade and Special Economic Zones and the Afghan sides.

Afghanistan’s delegation arrived in Iran on Saturday (November 4).
The 30-member delegation was led by Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar.

browmg Israel
aooression will
mevitably lead
to expansion of
baza conflict; FM

Iran has issued a warning over the
consequences of the Zionist regime’s
increasing bombardment of the belea-
guered Gaza Strip, where Palestinians
are being killed since October 7.

In a telephone conversation with Qatari
Foreign Minister Sheikh Mohammed
Bin Abdulrahman Al Thani on Thursday,
Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein Amir
Abdollahian said that “due to the expan-
sion of the intensity of the war against
Gaza’s civilian residents, expansion of
the scope of the war has become inev-
itable.”

The officials from Qatar and Iran ex-
pressed their profound worry about the
humanitarian situation in the coastal
sliver and vehemently denounced the
Israeli regime’s onslaught on Gaza’s ci-
vilian population.

The top diplomats discussed how to
stop the Israeli regime’s brutal assault,
put an immediate ceasefire in place, and
keep delivering humanitarian supplies
to the population in Gaza who are under
blockade and in conflict.

W

sions, ask! This will usually get them
going non-stop and take the heat off
you!

- Take opportunities to use their name.
People love hearing their name. As
Dale Carnegie puts it, to them it is the
sweetest sound in the entire language.
[2] It validates them and subsequently
they feel reassured and happier. If you
can slip it in, do so.

Be empathetic. Pretty straight-
forward and logical, huh?

But oddly enough, even

though humans (on

some level) know

this, it's so much

easier not to do

it. We're all

concerned with

me, me, me

and  waiting

for the next

time we can

addtoacon-

versation. To

amplify your

likeabili-

ty, turn the

spotlight over

to the other

person.

Focus on understanding them.

Flatter them. Another one

that seems really obvious.
Unfortunately, paying oth-

ers compliments some- ¥
times can be awkward (lots
of people don’t know how
to handle them!) and seem

10 et People to Like You

as if you have ill motivations (a
relationship, for exam-
ple). For starters, get
over yourself. Everyone
loves it. Well, a genuine,
well-timed one, at least!
Make them feel good. An-

other big duh, huh? The
overarching theme of this
article is really just making
the other person feel good.

It's how you do it where the

options

come
in.

By:

Every person is a bit different, but we
all share similar qualities. We all want
attention, to be happy, and to feel
like we’re cared for and useful. And
for those people that gives us those
things, we like them.

Mastering Likeable Body Language
Smile. The absolute simplest way
to get people to like you is to smile
genuinely. People crave being around
others that are fun and happy because
it’s contagious -- you’ll make them feel
good just by being present.

Use a comfortable level of eye contact.
This one hopefully comes naturally.
Eye contact is one of the simplest ways
to show someone you’re paying atten-
tion.

[ran, Afehanistan ink 5 economic co-op MOUs

In the same day, Iran’s capital Tehran hosted an Iran-Afghanistan Joint
Economic Committee meeting for the first time after the new govern-
ment in Afghanistan took office.
The Iranian and Afghan representatives to Joint Economic Committee
held the first day of their meeting, with high-ranking economic offi-
cials of both countries being in attendance.
The formation of joint working groups in fields such as trade, transit,
transportation, customs and the environment were discussed on the
first day of the two-day meeting.
The two sides also agreed on the formation of several more working
groups tasked with identifying problems in the way of economic co-
operation between the two neighbors.
Also, Iranian Transport and Urban Development Minister Mehrdad Ba-
zrpash hosted a meeting with Afghanistan’s Acting Minister of Trans-
port and Civil Aviation Hamidullah Akhundzada in which the two sides
discussed ways of developing transport ties.

XBA&8% @IRIMFA  @mfa.ir

They also discussed a few of the pro-
posals that have been put up thus far
regarding how such a ceasefire could be
put into effect.

The war began when Palestinian re-
sistance groups launched a surprise
offensive against the occupying regime,
called Operation al-Agsa Storm, in re-
action to the occupying regime’s dec-
ades-long campaign of bloodletting and
devastation against Palestinians.

The Palestinian death toll from Israeli at-
tacks has just risen to 10,812 according
to Gaza’s health ministry. At a news con-
ference in Gaza City, ministry spokes-
person Ashraf al-Qudra said that 4,412
children, 2,918 women, and 676 elders
were killed, while more than 26,000
people were injured.

Since the start of the war, Israel has
launched periodic assaults on southern
Lebanon, sparking a gunfight between
the regime and Lebanon’s Hezbollah re-
sistance fighters.

In reaction to the Israeli regime’s unre-
strained assault against Gaza, Yemen’s

Armed Forces have launched multiple
rounds of drone and ballistic missile at-
tacks against targets located inside the
occupied territories.

‘Future belongs to Palestine’

In a post on his X account on Thursday,
Amir Abdollahian said that time is run-
ning out for Israel to continue its ruth-
less onslaught against the Gaza Strip as
the regime is on the verge of collapse.
He also noted that the only good Israeli
prime minister Benjamin Netanyahu did
was further destabilize the foundations
of the “fake Israeli regime.”

Netanyahu unmasked the “criminal, vi-
olent and aggressive face of the Zionist
regime” in the massacre of the women
and children of Gaza, he wrote.
“Undoubtedly, the future belongs to Pal-
estine,” the chief Iranian diplomat added.
Amir Abdollahian’s remarks coincide
with mounting calls to put an end to the
regime’s abuses as well as broad world-
wide criticism of Israel’s lethal bombing
assault in Gaza.

| S=IRNA
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[ran wants IAEA to notify U\ Security
Council on Israeli threat to nuke Gaza

Iran’s human rights chief on Thurs-
day wrote a letter to the IAEA di-
rector general demanding the UN
nuclear watchdog body to inform
the United Nations Security Coun-
cil about dangers of possible use
of nuclear weapons by the Israeli
regime against the downtrodden
Palestinian people in Gaza.

The letter by Mohammad Eslami,
the director of the Atomic Energy
Organization of Iran (AEOI), to Ra-
fael Grossi came a few days after
Israel’s Heritage Minister Amichai
Eliyahu suggested in a radio show
that atomic weapons could be “one
option” to target Gaza. Eliyahu
called all the residents of the Gaza
Strip militant.

In part of his letter, Eslami said it
goes without saying that the Israeli
regime has not signed any treaties
on banning weapons of mass de-
struction, especially the nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT).
This regime is also halting efforts to
establish a Middle East zone free of
nuclear weapons, Iran’s top nuclear
official added.
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Revital Gotliv, a Knesset member
from the Likud political party, has
also made calls for Israel to resort
to a “doomsday” weapon to target
Palestinians in Gaza.

Russia has warned that nuclear
threats made by Israeli officials in
relation to the war in Gaza are be-
coming more escalatory, calling
them “provocative and unaccept-
able.”

Russian Foreign Ministry spokes-
woman Maria Zakharova said on
Thursday that such provocative
statements associated with nucle-
ar use is proof that Israel has such
weapons in its stockpile.

“Against the background of Isra-
el’'s historical policy of uncertainty
regarding its possession of nucle-
ar weapons, these statements not
only clearly confirm the presence of
such weapons in this country, but
also demonstrate the readiness to
seriously consider the possibility
to use them in completely inappro-
priate scenarios,” Zakharova said,
according to Russian state-owned
media network TASS.
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