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Commodities worth
over $2.8b exported
from Khuzestan prov-
ince in H1

Non-oil commodities worth $2.885
billion were exported from Khuzestan
province, in the southwest of Iran, dur-
ing the first half of the current Iranian
calendar year (March 21-September
22), an official with the customs de-
partment of the province announced.
Behrouz Qareh-Beygi put the weight
of exported commodities at 10.561
million tons, and said the six-month
export indicates a 20-percent fall
in terms of value, and a 35-percent
growth in terms of weight, year on
year.

He named petrochemicals, agricul-
tural products, steel, construction
materials, mechanical and electronic
devices, aquaculture and food as the
main exported items and United Arab
Emirates, Iraq, China, Southeast Asia,
Turkey, Russia, Afghanistan and Paki-
stan as the major export destinations.
Qareh-Beygi also announced that
6.737 million tons of non-oil goods
valued at $4.172 billion were imported
to the province in the first half of the
present year.

As previously announced by the of-
ficial, non-oil commodities worth
$6.584 billion were exported from
Khuzestan province during the past
Iranian calendar year 1401 (ended on
March 20). Qareh-Beygi put the weight
of exported commodities at 17.55 mil-
lion tons, with a seven-percent growth
year on year.

He named petrochemicals, agricul-
tural products, steel, construction
materials, mechanical and electronic
devices, food and fishery as the main
exported items, and the United Arab
Emirates, Iraq, China, Southeast Asia,
Turkey, Russia, Afghanistan, and Paki-
stan as the major export destinations.
The official further announced that
18.021 million tons of non-oil goods
worth $10.677 billion were imported
to the province in the previous year,
with a 12-percent drop in weight,
while a five-percent rise in value, as
compared to the preceding year.
As announced by the head of the
Islamic Republic of Iran Customs
Administration (IRICA), Iran export-
ed 67.7 million tons of non-oil com-
modities worth $24.144 billion in the
first six months of the current Iranian
calendar vyear.

Mohammad Rezvanifar said that the
export of non-oil commodities in H1
increased by 29 percent in terms of
weight.

The official put the country’s value of
six-month non-oil trade at $54.6 bil-
lion.

He said the value of the Islamic Re-
public’s non-oil trade in the first half of
the current Iranian year increased by
4.84 percent compared to the same
period last year.

In terms of weight, the country’s for-
eign trade reached 82.3 million tons
which was 23.78 percent more than
the figure for the previous year’s first
half.

As the IRICA head announced, 17.6
million tons of goods valued at
$30.443 billion were imported into
the country in the said period, indicat-
ing an 11.62-percent rise in terms of
value, and a 6.89 percent increase in
terms of weight, year on year.

The average value of each ton of ex-
ported goods in the first six months
of the current year was $356 and the
average value of each ton of imported
goods was $1,729.

Iran’s top export destination during
this period was China with $6.9 billion
worth of imports from the Islamic Re-
public, followed by Iraq with $4.5 bil-
lion, the United Arab Emirates (UAE)
with over $3.0 billion, Turkey with $2.4
billion, and India with $1.1 billion.
Liquefied natural gas, liquid propane,
and liquid butane were the top export-
ed items in the said six months.
Meanwhile, the country’s top five
sources of imports in the first half of
the current year were the UAE with
$9.0 billion, China with $8.8 billion,
Turkey with $3.3 billion, Germany
with $1.1 billion, and India with $987
million worth of imports. Corn, smart-
phones, soybeans, sunflower seed oil,
and rice were the top imported items
in the period under review.
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On September 25, the Middle
East Institute (MEI) published
an article titled, “Will BRICS
membership recast Iran’s for-
eign policy?”, evaluating Iran’s
membership in BRICS from the
point of view of Mahmood Sari-
olghalam.

Mahmood Sariolghalam, a pro-
fessor and one of the advisers
of the former president of Iran,
Hassan Rouhani, is known as
an extreme Western-minded
analyst in Iran.

However, the best way to cool
down after a tiring day is to read
the articles written by West-
ernized thinkers against their
homeland’s interests and in
support of the U.S. and Europe.
These followers, with superfi-
cial arguments, want to make
the West a hero at any cost
and weaken the challenges that
the West faces. Whether such
an approach has benefits for
them or is only related to their
mental dependence is not the
subject of this article’s main
point, but it is funny that they
have become more Catholic
than the Pope. That is, West-

Hossein  Amir Abdollahian,

erners themselves sometimes
admit their failures, but their
followers narrate the facts in a
different way. Meanwhile, Ira-
nian Western-minded analysts
are in the forefront and despite
being in the minority, by using
the freedom of speech in the
Islamic Republic of Iran, voice
their beliefs.

Sariolghalam  believes  that
Iran’s membership in BRICS
and the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization  (SCO) cannot
tackle Iran’s economic woes be-
cause the secondary sanctions
of the United States place enor-
mous limitations on Iran’s eco-
nomic interactions coupled with
Iran’s refusal to sign the Finan-
cial Action Task Force (FATF).
So, Iran’s international financial
transactions do not and cannot
operate according to global pro-
cedures and standards.

The author points to Iran’s “eco-
nomic malaise, and economic
mismanagement”. This is while
since Ebrahim Raisi took office
as president, Iran has managed
to grow economically, achieve
great economic revenues, and

Iran’s

export more oils through close
cooperation with many coun-
tries including those party to
the SCO and BRICS.

Referring to Iran’s policies, the
author says “Iran has declared
that its political identity is con-
trary to that of the Western
world. Its leadership has artic-
ulated an interest in maintaining
commercial and technological
relations with Western coun-
tries, but when it comes to pol-
itics and culture, all decisions
and operations are molded by
local tradition and mired in in-
ertia.”

“Fear of overwhelming Amer-
ican and European soft power
by the top echelons of such
states is thus an essential fac-
tor in their decision to differ-
entiate between commercial
and non-commercial relations
with Western countries. Conse-
quently, to ensure a tighter grip
on domestic control in China,
Russia, and Iran, keeping the
United States at bay is a priority
for regime security,” the author
wrote as the reasons for Iran,
China, and Russia’s gathering

Related By Region

together.

What has brought these three
countries closer is more of the
concern about the U.S. and
security considerations rather
than the connections that are
related to their identity, accord-
ing to the author.

To address the analysis on the
MEI website, it can be said that
nearly all countries have put
trade and technology cooper-
ation on their agenda like Iran
and its Eastern allies, but in the
case of culture and politics, it is
the traditional structure of each
country that adjusts relations
with others in line with inde-
pendence, security, and histor-
ical identity.

It is quite natural for great and
civilized nations to resist the
destructive cultural and political
influences of the United States;
no wise leader would allow
the identity, independence and
security of his country to fall
under the conspiracies of the
West, even if the westernized
thinkers burn with anger!
Referring to the heterogenei-
ty among the BRICS member

countries, the author said that
due to the lack of internal har-
mony among the BRICS mem-
bers, Iran probably belongs to
the camp that is afraid of the
United States! He says “BRICS,
like the SCO, seems to be more
of a reflection of a political tem-
perament than a structure for
building consensus and collec-
tive action. Both organizations
are fundamentally shaped by
Chinese and Russian political
motives to project power out-
side of America’s global reach,
however ceremonial and in-
effectual that may be. Neither
organization enjoys internal
harmony and commonality of
purpose among its members.”
Insisting on the political nature
of BRICS, stressing the hetero-
geneity and the fractions on the
BRICS alliances, ignoring the
growing economic and security
interactions within the group,
along with closing eyes on the
de-dollarization and reduction
of the global dominance of the
United States are the outcomes
of the mind of an extremely
Western-minded thinker!

Even India, enjoying close rela-
tions with the United States, has
recently conducted its exchang-
es with the United Arab Emir-
ates, which is also a traditional
ally of the United States, with
local currencies without the
involvement of the dollar; inter-
estingly, India is one of the main
members of BRICS and the UAE
has recently been invited to the
group.

The United States, Europe, and
the West in general will have no
choice but to accept the reality
of the multipolar world with the
influence of important alliances
such as SCO and BRICS. Un-
doubtedly, the imagination of
the author cannot save Ameri-
can unilateralism. In this regard,
emerging powers like Iran, Chi-
na, and Russia will definitely
play a key role in accelerating
the emergence of multipolarism
and American decline.
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Iran, Burkina Faso
sign 8 cooperation
MOUs

The Islamic Republic of Iran
and Burkina Faso have signed
eight memorandums of under-
standing (MOUs) for coopera-
tion in various fields including
energy, town planning, higher
education, and construction,
IRNA reported.

The MOUs were signed during
the two countries’ first joint
economic committee meeting
which was held in Ouagadou-
gou on Friday.

Work and social support, tech-
nical and vocational training,
employment and entrepre-
neurship development, phar-
maceuticals, energy and min-
ing, environment and natural
resources, as well as science,
research, and technology were
also among the areas covered
in the MOUs.

The first meeting of the
Iran-Burkina Faso Joint Eco-
nomic Committee was attend-
ed by an Iranian delegation
headed by Iranian Minister of
Labor and Social Welfare Solat
Mortazavi.

Speaking at the event, Mor-
tazavi expressed hope that the
signed documents would lead
to an increase in the level of
economic exchange between
the two countries.

The official noted that the two
sides plan to expand their co-
operation in other areas as well.
During a meeting between
Mehdi Zeyghami, the head of
Iran’s Trade Promotion Organ-
ization (TPO), and Issa Boro,
the secretary general of the
foreign ministry of Burkina
Faso, in Tehran in late June,
the Iranian side his country
is willing to expand trade ties
with Burkina Faso and export
technical engineering services
to the country.

In this meeting, the two sides
emphasized the expansion
of commercial relations in
parallel with political ties and
discussed the business plans
that are to be presented in
the upcoming Joint Economic
Committee meeting of the two
countries.

Foreign Minister, has shown reaction
after the Norwegian Nobel Committee
gave the Nobel Peace Prize to an Ira-
nian woman who has been convicted
of multiple instances of law-breaking
and plot against the ruling establish-
ment.

“The most deserving symbol of in-
ternational peace was the self-sacri-
ficing general, who fought terrorism
and the most violent criminals for
two decades, and guaranteed the re-
gion and the world’s security,” the top
diplomat wrote in a message on X on
Friday.

He was alluding to Lieutenant General
Qassem Soleimani, Iran’s top anti-ter-
ror commander.

General Soleimani spearheaded the
Islamic Republic’s military advice to
Iraq and Syria for several years, be-
ginning in 2014, while the Arab coun-
tries grappled with an unrelenting ter-
ror campaign unleashed by the Takfiri
Daesh group.

The advice was vital in the 2017 vic-
tory over Daesh, which put a stop to
the group’s plans to wreak havoc over
the whole region and well beyond.
But in early 2020, a drone attack by
the U.S. assassinated the general in
close proximity to Baghdad Interna-
tional Airport.

Tens of millions of people from Iran
and Iraq attended his burial in record
numbers, and Amir Abdollahian said
that this, together with the outpouring
of sympathy from around the world
after his martyrdom, “amounted to
the most splendid and lasting peace
prize in history.”

-

. <

Narges Mohammadi, an Iranian wom-
an, was given the 2023 Nobel Peace
Prize earlier on Friday by the Norwe-
gian committee.

Mohammadi has spent a large por-
tion of her adult life in and out of jail,
and she is now incarcerated in Teh-
ran’s Evin prison.

Mohammadi was given a 16-year
term in 2016 by an Iranian court of
appeals after being found guilty of
conspiring to act against the coun-
try’s security, spreading false infor-
mation about it, and founding and
leading an unlawful group.

She was freed in 2020 but returned
to jail in 2021 after being accused of
disseminating misinformation about
Iran’s Islamic establishment.

But according to the Norwegian com-
mittee, she had been battling “against

the oppression of women” in Iran and
“promote human rights and freedom
for all.”

Entitlement of the prize to Moham-
madi was well received by the cultish
Mujahedin-e-Khalq Organization
(MKO), which is responsible for kill-
ing around 12,000 Iranian civilians
and officials in violent attacks since
the 1979 victory of Iran’s Islamic
Revolution.

In a Persian-language post on X, Is-
raeli Intelligence Minister Gila Gamliel
said he was “pleased” with her re-
ceiving the honor and added, “We are
victorious together.”

Meanwhile, Iran’s top human rights
official maintained that the award had
nothing to do with sustaining and de-
veloping global peace and creating a
spirit of brotherhood among nations.

“This political reward has rather
turned into a means of financial sup-
port for the illegal activities of some
of its winners,” said Kazem Ghariba-
badi, secretary of Iran’s High Council
for Human Rights.

He said those who were truly deserv-
ing a peace award were the lranian
nation, the victims of the West’s uni-
lateral sanctions, and the victims of
the 1980-88 war waged by the for-
mer lraqi dictator Saddam Hussein
against the Islamic Republic with the
support of the West.

Therefore, Mohammadi, whom Ghar-
ibabadi referred to as “a criminal and
a lawbreaker,” and whose acceptance
of the award has been warmly ap-
plauded by the MKO and the head of
Israeli intelligence, did not deserve a
peace prize.

According to Zeyghami, the ex-
pansion of business relations
is not possible without the
businessmen of the two coun-
tries getting to know each oth-
er, and it is necessary to hold
conferences on the business
opportunities of Burkina Faso
and Iran for the businessmen
of the two countries to get fa-
miliar with the two countries’
markets. Boro had earlier an-
nounced that the West African
country is going to open an
embassy in Tehran.

Exemplary export-
ers to be honored
in National Export’s
Day

According to Mohammad-Sade-
gh Ghanadzadeh, the process
of registration and evaluation
of the top exporters has start-
ed a few months ago, and one
part of this evaluation includes
self-declaration and another
part includes the statistics re-
garding the companies’ export
performance, the TPO portal
reported.

The ceremony is going to be
attended by President Ebrahim
Raisi, along with other senior
officials including Industry,
Mining and Trade Minister
Abbas Ali-Abadi, and the TPO
head.
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Iran-Azerbaijan
Joint Economic
Committee chair-
men hold talks in
Baku

Iran’s Minister of Transport
and Urban  Development
Mehrdad Bazrpash and Dep-
uty Prime Minister of the Re-
public of Azerbaijan Shahin
Mustafayev held talks as the
chairmen of the Iran-Azerbai-
jan Joint Economic Committee
in Baku on Friday to discuss
bilateral ties and issues of mu-
tual interest.

During the meeting, the two
sides negotiated over pro-
moting cooperation, border
facilities, joint rail and road
projects, and the International
North-South Transport Corri-
dor (INSTC) as part of devel-
oping mutual relations, the
portal of the Iranian Transport
Ministry reported.

The sides also discussed
the details of an agreement
to build a railroad passing
through Iran that will link Azer-
baijan with Nakhchivan.

As reported, the two sides
signed a letter of intent for the
construction of a bridge on the
Aras River as the first step for
constructing the mentioned
railroad.

Based on the signed docu-
ment, the Azeri side will fund
the project for constructing
a bridge for the railway line
which will be built parallel to
Aghband, which is a bridge
for the passage of cars on the
river.

Speaking at the meeting,
Bazrpash said: “A general
agreement was made in As-
tara and a memorandum of
understanding was prepared.
If the Azerbaijani side is ready,
we can sign the memorandum
in the next two days and get
one step closer to concluding
a contract.”

“If the memorandum of un-
derstanding is signed, the
designing of the railway sector
can start parallel to the road
design,” the lranian minister
said.

The facilities will aim to in-
crease freight transit through
the countries and ease access
to Nakhchivan.

Construction of the bridge is
part of the memorandum of
understanding between the
governments of Azerbaijan
and Iran on the creation of
new links between the East
Zangezur economic region of
Azerbaijan and Nakhchivan
through Iran.

The Azerbaijani deputy prime
minister said the work is
planned to be completed with-
in a year.

Solving the banking problems
of Iranian businessmen, issu-
ing on-arrival visas with the
aim of increasing passenger
commute, and finalizing the
preferential trade agreement
were also among the other
topics that were raised in this
meeting.

Tehran-Baku ties significant
for region

The Iranian Transport Min-
ister also met with Azerbai-
jan’s President Ilham Aliyev
during his visit to Baku, in
which Aliyev considered the
friendship and cooperation of
the two countries as an im-
portant factor for the entire
region and emphasized on
the development of the Inter-
national North-South Trans-
port Corridor and the further
expansion of its transmission
capacity.
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and follow-ups of the CBI, at the
current stage, the legal obstacles
to access 1.7 billion dollars assets
of this bank in Luxembourg have
been removed and this fund is
now available to the Central Bank
of Iran.
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If you're like most people, the kitchen is
one of the busiest rooms of your home.
It's probably not surprising, then, that
the kitchen can also be one of the mess-
iest. To keep your kitchen safe, healthy,
and inviting, come up with a cleaning
routine that helps you tackle and pre-
vent grime. If you take care of a few
chores a day, messes won'’t pile up so
cleanup is faster.

Take out the trash as soon as it’s full
or smelly.

Putting the trash out keeps your kitch-
en fresh and prevents bacterial growth.
If you don’t typically take out the trash
until it’s full, you might not realize how
smelly it's making your kitchen, espe-
cially if there’s no lid on top. Start taking
out the trash at the end of each day so

TEDPIX, the main index of Tehran Stock Exchange (TSE),
dropped 16,861 points to 2,052,887 on Saturday (the first day

of Iranian calendar week).

As reported, over 7.867 billion securities worth 58.228 trillion
rials (about $119 million) were traded at the TSE.

TSE is one of the four Iranian stock exchanges, and the most im-
portant one. The other three ones are Iran Mercantile Exchange
(IME), Iran Energy Exchange (IRENEX), and Iran’s over-the-

your kitchen smells great and food in
the trash can doesn’t begin to rot, which
can grow maggots and fruit flies.[1]
Don’t forget to clean your trashcan—
take the empty can outside and spray it
with a disinfecting spray. Then, pop on
a pair of gloves and scrub the inside and
outside before you rinse it off.

Wipe up spills immediately.

Use a cloth to clean up spills before they
stain or cause a sticky mess. Keep pa-
per towels on the counter or cloths in
a drawer so you can quickly grab one
if there’s a spill. Wipe up the bulk of the
mess with a paper towel. Then, dip a
cloth in hot soapy water and wipe it over
the counter so it’s not sticky or greasy.
(2]

Getting rid of messes right away stops

them from hardening or becoming
stickier. This can prevent pests like flies
from gathering in your kitchen.

Clean up after each meal.

You won’t have to spend as much time
and your kitchen will stay cleaner. If
you’re like most people, doing the dish-
es is a chore. However, if you let dirty
dishes pile up, you'll have to work hard
to clean them and you won’t have clean
working space in your kitchen. Get in
the habit of clearing the table, washing
the dishes, and wiping the counters af-
ter every meal.[3]

If you live with other people, ask them
to help out, especially if you're the one
making the meals. You might ask your
kids to load the dishwasher after dinner
or get your roommate to take out the

trash, for instance.

Clear the counters and wipe them
clean.

Messy counters take up workspace and
can be hazardous. If you stack dishes,
pots, or knives, you’re losing out on val-
uable space in your kitchen and these
could topple over and cause accidents.
Clear off your countertops as you cook.
Then, wipe the surfaces with a cloth
soaked in hot soapy water or a mul-
ti-purpose kitchen cleaner that contains
bleach.

If you hate wiping up crumbs with a wet
cloth, get a small brush and dustpan or
use a small vacuum. This can be useful
cleaning up around a toaster.

Try to store large items or appliances
you use in cabinets or your pantry so

TEDPIX drops 16,500 pornts on Saturday

The electricity output of Iran’s hydroe-
lectric power plants reached 4,750 giga-
watt hours (GWh) in the first six months
of the current Iranian calendar year
(March 21-September 22), 80 percent
more than the figure for last year’s same
period, IRNA reported.

According to Vahid Izadi, the deputy
head of Iran Water and Power Resourc-
es Development Company (IWPCO),
by carrying out timely maintenance of
power plant units and the management
of reservoirs of the operating dams, the
power plants have had the maximum
production capacity for the summer
peak period.

Izadi noted that the overhaul operations
for the country’s hydropower plants
have currently started to make them

| Hydropower mltput up n;er W j].li monihs dm

ready for the next peak consumption
period.

According to the latest data provided
by the Energy Ministry, currently, 55
hydroelectric power plants with a total
capacity of 12,169 megawatts (MW) are
operating across the country.

The mentioned power plants every year
generate 27,696 GWh of electricity on
average.

Based on the provided data, 16 of the
mentioned 55 power plants are located
in the Caspian Sea basin, while 25 are
located adjacent to the Persian Gulf and
Oman Sea, one is near Urmia Lake, and
finally, 13 are located in central Iran.
Currently, 17 new hydroelectric pow-
er plants with a total capacity of 3,517
MW are also being constructed across

counter (OTC) market, known as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB).
Ehsan Asgari, a stock market analyst, said that the government’s
measures for reducing the risks of trade in the capital market can
help improve the market’s trend in the long term.
“Now, in the stock market, we are witnessing a reduction in the
risks threatening stock market transactions, which can have an
impact on the improvement of market trend,” Asgari told IRNA
two weeks ago.

N

the country, according to the Energy
Ministry.

Iran’s current power generation capaci-
ty stands at about 90 GW of which the
share of hydroelectric power stands at
nearly 16 percent.

Most of Iran’s power generation capac-
ity is supplied by thermal power plants.
Currently, combined cycle power plants
account for the biggest share of the
country’s total power generation capaci-
ty followed by gas power plants.
Increasing the country’s power genera-
tion capacity and preventing blackouts
during peak consumption periods have
been among the Iranian Energy Min-
istry’s top priorities since the current
government administration took office
in 2021.

In its latest economic report on the
Middle East [West Asia] and North
Africa (MENA), the World Bank has
predicted a 4.1 percent growth for
Iran’s economy this year, which
is more than twice the average of
West Asia and North Africa region.
“Growth in the Islamic Republic of
Iran is forecast to maintain a mod-
erate pace at 4.1 percent in 2023,
slightly higher from 3.8 percent in
2022, the latest issue of the World
Bank MENA Economic Update
(MEU) published on October 5 said.
Based on the mentioned report, the
growth of the economies in MENA
is expected to fall sharply this year.
The region’s gross domestic prod-
uct (GDP) is forecast to plummet to
1.9 percent in 2023 from six per-
cent in 2022, due to oil production
cuts amidst subdued oil prices,
tight global financial conditions,
and high inflation.

Titled “Balancing Act: Jobs and
Wages in the Middle East and North

[rntan economy to orow 2 times that
of MENA m 2025: WB

they’re not taking up space on your
counters.

Scrub your sink every day.

Wash the inside of your sink and faucet
every day to remove bacteria. A typical
kitchen sink has more bacteria than a
trash can! To clean your sink, wash the
faucet and sink with hot, soapy water.
To deep-clean it, wipe the surface with
a diluted bleach mixture. You may want
to do this once a week to keep your
kitchen sanitized, especially if you cook
alot.[4]

Replace or clean your sponge often.
Grab a new cloth or boil your sponge
for 5 minutes to kill bacteria. Unfortu-
nately, that kitchen cloth or sponge that
you reach for throughout the day grows
bacteria really easily.

Africa When Crises Hit,” the report
says that the decline in growth in
MENA this year is expected to be
more pronounced in the oil-export-
ing countries of the Persian Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC).

Real GDP growth in these countries
is forecast at 1.0 percent in 2023,
down from 7.3 percent in 2022 as
a result of lower oil production and
reduced oil prices. In developing
oil-exporting countries, growth is
forecast to decline from 4.3 percent
in 2022 to 2.4 percent in 2023.
Among the oil-importing countries
in MENA, the tightening of global
financial conditions and high in-
flation continue to constrain eco-
nomic activity. Growth there is
projected at 3.6 percent in 2023,
down from 4.9 percent in 2022.
These results signal the end of the
“tale of two MENAs” from 2022,
in which the region’s oil exporters
were growing much faster than the
oil importers.
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