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A senior Iranian lawmaker has
praised the foreign policy ap-
proach of the Raisi administra-
tion, describing it as proactive
and smart.

The lawmaker, Abbas Golrou, the
chairman of the Iranian parlia-
ment’s foreign relations commit-
tee, said the proactive approach
of the Raisi administration led to
the unfreezing of Iranian funds
blocked abroad.

“The approach of the 13th gov-
ernment in the field of foreign
policy was based on diplomacy
and active and smart interaction
to secure the interests of the Ira-
nian nation, and this approach
led to the release of a part of the
blocked currency resources of
the Islamic Republic of Iran re-
cently,” Golrou said in remarks to
Mehr News.

He pointed out that one of the
good works of the Raisi govern-
ment in the field of foreign policy
is the continuation of negotia-
tions to secure national interests.
Golrou added, “Although the pro-
cess of nuclear negotiations was
stopped at some points, we saw
that the government continued
its actions and efforts to realize
Iran’s rights.”

“The Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs made a lot of efforts and
promised to release the blocked
assets of Iran, and with the
continuation of negotiations, a
part of the financial resources
from Iran’s oil sales and foreign
trade, which was blocked in other
countries, returned to the coun-
try. Of course, we hope that all
the blocked financial resources of
the Islamic Republic of Iran will
return to our country’s accounts
and that our interests will be
properly secured,” the lawmaker
said.

He continued, “The Raisi gov-
ernment has put proactive di-
plomacy and smart interaction
on its agenda and performed
intelligently in the nuclear nego-
tiations and showed that it does
not want negotiations just for the
sake of negotiations and did not
allow the country’s diplomatic
capacity to be spent on nuclear
negotiations.”

The government has chosen the
right path in the field of foreign
policy, he noted. “The emphasis
of the 13th government from
the very beginning was that we
should act intelligently and re-
ciprocally in the nuclear negotia-
tions, in the sense that we should
not make concessions beyond
our commitments,” he said.
Iran and the U.S. have been
involved in nuclear talks over
reviving the 2015 Iran nuclear
deal, officially known as the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA), since April 2021.
The Iran nuclear deal is a land-
mark agreement reached in
2015 between Iran and the P5+1
group of world powers (United
States, United Kingdom, France,
Germany, Russia, and China),
along with the European Union.
The aim of the JCPOA was to lift
sanctions on Iran in exchange for
curbs on the country’s nuclear
program.

However, the JCPOA has faced
challenges and controversies. In
2018, the United States unilater-
ally withdrew from the agreement
and reimposed sanctions on Iran,
a move that strained the deal.
Facing U.S. sanctions and the
inaction of the remaining parties
to the deal, Iran started to reduce
its commitments under the deal.
Negotiations and discussions
on the future of the JCPOA have
been ongoing since April 2021,
with attempts to revive and
strengthen the agreement. But
they failed to produce concrete
results.

Through BRICS Iran 1s seeing the opportunity to translate political gains into economic profits

August 24 saw BRICS adopted
Iran together with five other coun-
tries as new members defying
Western rhetoric and discourse
weakening the mechanism. The
historic enlargement of BRICS
will create new momentum for the
mechanism itself and will enhance
global efforts resisting hegemony
and unilateralism.

Iran’s admission will not only im-
prove the standing of the mech-
anism but also enhance Iran’s
position in the international com-
munity.

The year 2023 marks the 17th an-
niversary of BRICS since its incep-
tion. Albeit different in geopolitical
locations, political systems and
cultural backgrounds, members of
BRICS do share development-ori-
ented agendas. Members are ei-
ther newly emerging economies
featuring high economic growth
or developing countries aspiring
for development. This is sharply
different from the approach of the
U.S. and the West to shape the
world with a democratic model
defined by their own. In addition,
they all enshrine the principle of in-
dependence in their foreign policy.
Worthing of special mentioning
is the spirit of BRICS. For long,
member states have been very
clear that the mechanism will be
inclusive adhering to the princi-
ple of multilateralism and cultural
diversity. The practices of BRICS
had particularly demonstrated re-
spect for all member states. That
should be one of the reasons why
BRICS had proved to be attractive,
particularly for countries that had
long been oppressed and humiliat-

ed by Western hegemonic powers.
In some ways, the development
of BRICS reflected a very strong
global trend of anti-hegemony and
anti-unilateralism.  Most BRICS
members, like China, Russia
and Brazil, had been vociferous
about their dissatisfaction against
US financial hegemony and the
weaponization of dollar as a pay-
ment channel. None of the BRICS
members had shared with the US
and the West their discourse on
the Russia-Ukraine conflicts, and
none of them had sided with the
US on its efforts to provoke the
fire. The Johannesburg Summit
had sufficiently demonstrated the
attraction of BRICS. Six countries
had been admitted into the mech-
anisms, more than 20 countries
had formally applied to enter the
mechanism, more than 40 coun-
tries had expressed their wish to
be part of the mechanism, and
more than 60 countries across the
world had participated in various
activities of the Summit, which
was about 30 percent of the mem-
ber states of the UN.

The enlargement will predictably
make BRICS more important in
international affairs as the share
of member states in world econ-
omy will increase significantly
and the political representation of
the mechanism will grow. There-
fore, BRICS will not only serve
to maintain the right direction of
global governance in a variety of
areas including trade and financial
cooperation, which had become
dysfunctional as a result of con-
frontational mentalities of some
Western countries. BRICS will also

boost business opportunities for
both old and new industries of all
their members, and will create op-
portunities for its member states
to reshape and even reverse the
unreasonable narratives of some
western powers on various issues
including Russia-Ukraine conflicts
and other issues.

Iran’s membership will especially
enhance Iran’s international status
in the international community.
Over the last decades, Iran has
made friends across the world in
defiance of the efforts of certain
hegemonic powers to isolate Iran.
Entering BRICS will mean new op-
portunities for Iran to improve its
standing. President Raisi’s pres-
ence at the Johannesburg summit
with delegates from more than six-
ty countries across the world had
signified another breakthrough
in its diplomacy against Western
efforts of isolation. The previous
one should be President Raisi's
presence at the SCO summit.

With the dual memberships in
SCO and BRICS, Iran as a nation
of great civilizations and economic
potentials will see more opportu-
nities to increase its international
status. The leaders of BRICS coun-
tries have a valuable opportunity to
leverage the space that has been
created and enhance their mu-
tual and multilateral interactions.
Suppose that Iran will hold SCO
and BRICS summits, it will mean
that dozens of heads of state and
governments will travel to Tehran,
which will naturally make Tehran a
center of global politics and focus
of international media, which will
extremely nullify the efforts of the

West to isolate Iran.

Multilateral diplomacy will mean
natural economic opportunities.
By presence at the summits,
members have the opportunity to
promote their business relations.
Iran will also benefit from the joint
efforts of de-dollarization judging
by the consensus reached on this
issue in Johannesburg. It should
be considered that economic ben-
efits would not come as soon as
political achievements. However, it
assumes that the policies adopted
by Iran will contribute to the future
strengthening of the country’s
economy.

Iran’s accession into BRICS is also
amilestone in China-Iran relations.
Iran’s application for BRICS mem-
bership, as well as SCO member-
ship, not only demonstrated Iran’s
identification with the principles
and spirits of the BRICS, which
could be generally categorized as
inclusiveness, diversity and re-
spect, but also trust for China as
a major leading actor of BRICS.
China’s support for Iran’s acces-
sion very well indicated that China
had been very serious in helping
Iran to get further integrated with
international community. Mutu-
al trust between the two will be
further enhanced after Iran’s dual
memberships.

Iran’s accession will secondly en-
hance China-Iran cooperation on
the reconstruction of international
order. It had long been China’s
policy to oppose sanctions against
Iran and to help improve Iran’s sta-
tus in the international community
as the two shared a long history of
peaceful exchange of civilizations

and shared the same experience
struggling for justice and fairness
of international order. With Iran’s
membership in both SCO and
BRICS, China and Iran, together
with other countries in the two
institutions, can better work to-
gether on issues relating to the
great changes and reconstruction
of international order.

It will thirdly serve to materialize
concrete cooperation projects be-
tween the two. China and Iran both
had been working hard to materi-
alize the Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership announced in 2016,
the Gomprehensive Cooperation
Agreement in 2022 and various
agreements in 2023 when Pres-
ident Raisi visited China. Iran’s
accession into SCO and B

RICS will make these coopera-
tions more feasible. In addition to
bilateral mechanisms, leaders of
the two sides will predictably meet
with each other twice annually re-
spectively within SCO and BRICS
frameworks, and they can talk di-
rectly about the concrete issues,
which will greatly facilitate cooper-
ation between the two.

Allin all, the enlargement of BRICS
will create new momentums for
global governance and the evolu-
tion of international order for the
benefits of emerging economies
and developing countries and the
whole world as well. Iran’s acces-
sion into BRICS, in addition to
SCO, will greatly enhance Iran’s
international status and will benefit
Iran economically. The world will
see how Iran can translate these
new political momentums into
economic benefits.

The secretary of Iran’s Free Zones
High Council announced that 850
packages for investment in the coun-
try’s free zones are ready to be pre-
sented to the investors.

“We have launched a movement
to jumpstart investment in the free
zones, with 850 investment packages
worth about 15 billion euros ready to
be presented to investors”, Hojatol-
lah Abdolmaleki reiterated.

“We have already presented these

85 invest‘ment ackages In

investment packages in exhibitions
in Tehran, Mashhad, Sulaymaniyah
of Irag, and Armenia, and hundreds
of new investors have been identified
from different regions who have ex-
pressed interest in this regard”, the
official added.

As announced by Abdolmaleki, the
growth of investment-making has
doubled in the country’s free trade
and special economic zones during
the current government’s incumben-

[ree zones ready to be presen

cy.
The official said that the implementa-
tion of development projects has also
doubled.

In an interview conducted by the Teh-
ran Times in mid-June, Abdolmaleki
said: “In the past, the amount of for-
eign investment made in the zones
was very limited and the reason was
that the investment opportunities
and capacities in these areas were
not well introduced. This year, we
started a program that, thank God, is
working very well, and that is prepar-
ing investment packages and intro-
ducing them to domestic and foreign
investors.”

These packages are in fact a pre-
liminary feasibility study plan that
shows the profitability of that plan,
the amount of capital required, the
required raw materials, technical and
technological issues, consumer and
market, which is actually the feasibili-
ty studies of that project and it shows
whether the project is profitable or
not, he added

“This is the first part of our invest-
ment package, and the second part of
our investment package is the neces-

ted o mvestors

sary permits to carry out the work,
including the land supply permit, wa-
ter, electricity, and other infrastruc-
ture permits, and the construction
permit that we have prepared”, the
official explained.

Therefore, a package has been pre-
pared that contains both the eco-
nomic studies plan and the permits,
and this package is anonymous, that
is, the entire investment process is
ready for an unknown person, and
the interested person comes and
announces, and if he is qualified, he
will receive a license. The name will
be given to him immediately and the
work can be started from tomorrow.
And this is the first time that such
work is done in free and special
zones, he added.

“In the first phase, last month, we
unveiled 370 investment packages
worth almost five billion euros and
presented them at Iran Expo. And in
the four days of the exhibition, about
one-fifth of these projects, worth
nearly one billion euros, reached an
initial memorandum of understand-
ing with domestic and foreign inves-
tors”, the official announced.

Iran’s President Ebrahim Raisi has
officially inaugurated Phase 11 of the
South Pars gas field, which is the last
phase of the giant field’s development
project in the Persian Gulf, Iranian Qil
Ministry’s news portal Shana report-

ed.

During a Monday visit to Asaluyeh
port in the southwestern Bushehr
Province, Raisi opened the project
and met with local people as well as
oil industry managers and experts.

Raist mangurates South Pars last phase

South Pars Phase 11 will initially pro-
duce 15 million cubic meters of gas
per day before raising recovery to 56
million cubic meters of gas, 50,000
barrels of gas condensate, and 750
metric tons of sulfur per day.

The gas from South Pars Phase 11
will be transferred to the onshore
refinery of Phase 12, where it will be
processed and injected into the na-
tional gas network.

According to Head of the National
Iranian Oil Company (NIOC) Mohsen
Khojasteh Mehr, South Pars Phase
11 will have 24 wells and generate an
annual income of $5 billion once its
development is completed.

“The development of South Pars
Phase 11 is one of the NIOC’s most
strategic and important plans and
projects, which finally came online
in the current government after a 20-
year delay,” he said.

Iran had previously awarded the de-
velopment of the phase 11 project to

a consortium comprised of France’s
Total, China National Petroleum
Corporation (CNPC), and Petropars
which is a subsidiary of the National
Iranian Oil Company (NIOC), howev-
er, Total and CNPCI pulled out of the
project in 2019 due to the U.S. sanc-
tions.

The mentioned phase was finally de-
veloped by Petropars after its part-
ners left the contract. The drilling
operation for the first well of the men-
tioned phase was officially started in
December 2020. South Pars field,
which Iran shares with Qatar in the
Persian Gulf, is the world’s largest
gas field, covering an area of 3,700
square kilometers of Iran’s territorial
waters. The giant field is estimated to
contain a significant amount of nat-
ural gas, accounting for about eight
percent of the world’s reserves, and
approximately 18 billion barrels of
condensate. The field is divided into
24 standard phases.

ICCIMA head
meets Australi-
an envoy to dis-
cuss trade

Head of Iran Chamber of
Commerce,  Industries,
Mines and Agriculture (IC-
CIMA) Hossein Selahvarzi
met with Australian Am-
bassador to Tehran Lyn-
dall Sachs on Sunday to
discuss ways of increasing
trade relations between
the private sectors of the
two countries.

In this meeting, the two
sides emphasized increas-
ing the level of commer-
cial exchanges between
the two countries, using
the capacity of the private
sector and cooperation in
non-sanctioned fields, the
ICCIMA portal reported.
“As representatives of the
Iranian private sector, we
at the ICCIMA believe that
despite banking sanctions,
there are many areas for
cooperation between Iran
and Australia,” Selahvarzi
said at the meeting.
Expressing regret over
the unfavorable trend of
trade relations between
Iran and Australia after
the U.S. sanctions, the
ICCIMA head said: “In ad-
dition to the fields of min-
ing, medicine and medical
equipment, tourism and
education, there is a wide
range of non-sanctioned
products such as wheat,
barley, livestock products,
meat and live animals on
which the two sides pri-
vate sectors can work to
improve trade exchanges.”
Sachs for her part
mentioned Australia’s
long-lasting relations with
Iran, saying: “We are com-
mitted to maintaining our
relations with Iran despite
our differences and we
believe that friends will al-
ways find a way to resolve
their differences civilly.”

Number of
planes in civ-
il aviation fleet
to reach 250 hy
Mar. 2024

The head of Iran’s Givil Avi-
ation Organization (CAQ)
has said the number of the
country’s passenger air-
planes will increase to 250
by the end of the current
Iranian calendar year (late
March 2024).

According to Mohammad
Mohammadi-Bakhsh,
some 60 airplanes have
been imported into the
country over the last 20
months, 30 of which are
currently operational,
IRNA  reported.

“The average age of the
country’s  civil aviation
fleet has reached 26 years
from 28.5 years at the be-
ginning of the 13th gov-
ernment incumbency, and
now we are considering
reducing the average age
of the fleet to below 20
years,” the official said.
Back in August 2022, Mo-
hammadi-Bakhsh said his
organization was imple-
menting a comprehensive
program based on which
the number of the coun-
try’s passenger airplanes
would increase to 550
within 10 years.



‘:Z;"JA}'

INTERNATIONAL

Wednesday-August 30-2023-No:1414

ISFAHAN NEWS

Inflation rate falls
0.8%

The Statistical Center of Iran
(SCI) has put the average in-
flation rate in the twelve-month
period ended on August 22,
which marks the end of the
fifth Iranian calendar month
Mordad, at 46.7 percent, falling
0.8 percent from the figure for
the twelve-month ended to the
fourth month. The center put
the country’s point-to-point
inflation rate at 39.8 percent in
the fifth month, which means
families have paid an average of
39.8 percent more for purchas-
ing the same package of com-
modities and services in that
month, compared to the same
month in the preceding year.
The point-to-point inflation
rate dropped 0.4 percent in the
fifth month from the previous
month. The Statistical Center
of Iran has put the average in-
flation rate in the twelve-month
period that ended on March 20,
2023, which marks the end of
the past Iranian calendar year
1401, at 45.8 percent. The
center had put the inflation rate
in the twelve-month period that
ended on March 20, 2022 (the
end of the Iranian calendar year
1400) at 40.2 percent and that
of the Iranian calendar year
1399 at 36.4 percent.

In mid-July, the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) in an
economic outlook report said
inflation in Iran which was re-
ported to be 49 percent in 2022
is expected to fall to 42 percent
in 2023 and then to 30 percent
in 2024.

France seeking to
return to Iran nu-
clear deal: Macron

France would like to return to the
2015 nuclear deal with Iran and
have clear information on Iran’s
nuclear activities, President Em-
manuel Macron said in a speech
to French diplomats on Monday,
Nour News reported.

The Iran nuclear deal, officially
known as the Joint Compre-
hensive Plan of Action (JCPOA)
was an agreement signed be-
tween Iran and the 5+1 group
of countries (U.S., UK, France,
Russia, China and Germany)
in July 2015. The deal limited
Iran’s nuclear activities under
the condition that all nuclear-re-
lated economic and financial
sanctions imposed by the West
against the Islamic Republic be
lifted. U.S. President Donald
Trump unilaterally ~ withdrew
from the deal in 2018 and re-im-
posed sanctions against Iran.
After Joe Biden, a Democrat,
was elected as president in the
United States, several rounds of
talks were held in a bid to revive
the JCPOA but to no avail. The
last round of talks was held in
September 2022. Iran has em-
phasized repeatedly that it's
always kept the door open to
diplomacy.

During his speech, Macron add-
ed that France wants to become
a “trusted partner” on the geo-
political front. He also warned
against a “risk of weakening”
Europe and the West, saying the
European Union might need to
make decisions faster if it seeks
to make progress on its core
policies in the future.

“Our international order is being
challenged,” said Macron. “War
has returned to European soil,
anti-French sentiment is rife,
fueled by anti-colonialism or a
perceived anti-colonialism that
a double standard is being em-
ployed,” added Macron.

~ Bilinguol
Economic

Source:

You might be accustomed to spitting
them out as you eat — seed spitting
contest, anyone? Some people just opt
for seedless. But the nutritional value
of watermelon seeds may convince
you otherwise.

Watermelon seeds are low in calories
and are nutrient dense. When roasted,
they’re crispy and can easily take the
place of other unhealthy snack options.
1. Low calorie

One ounce of watermelon seed ker-
nels contains approximately 158 cal-
oriesTrusted Source. That’s not much
lower than an ounce of Lay’s Potato
Chips (160 calories), but let’s take a
look at what constitutes an ounce.

A large handful of watermelon seeds
weighs about 4 grams and contains
about just 23 calories. Far less than a
bag of potato chips!

2. Magnesium

One of several minerals found in wa-
termelon seeds is magnesium. In a
4-gram serving, you'll get 21 mg of
magnesium, which is 5 percent of the
daily value.

The National Institutes of Health (NIH)
recommends adults get 420 mg of this
mineral daily. Magnesium is essen-
tial for many of the body’s metabolic
functions. It's also required to maintain
nerve and muscle function, as well as
immune, heart, and bone health.

3. Iron

A handful of watermelon seeds con-
tains about 0.29 mg of iron, or about

Iran will set up a pavilion in the international exhibition of construction,
installation, and electricity of Sulaymaniyah of Iraqi Kurdistan region
(CHP Show 2023), which will run during September 20-23 at Sulay-
maniyah International Fairground, the portal of Iran’s Trade Promotion

Organization (TPO) announced.

In this due, Abdul-Amir Rabihavi, Iran’s former commercial attaché to
Iraq, referred to the fact that Iraq is being reconstructed, and empha-
sized the necessity of the presence of companies in the Sulaymaniyah
construction, installation, and electricity industry exhibition in order to
participate in various related projects. “The issue of the presence of Ira-
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TEDPIX rises
32,700 points
on Monday

TEDPIX, the main index of Tehran
Stock Exchange (TSE), gained
32,745 points to 2.084 million on

Monday.

at the TSE.

As reported, 12.947 billion se-
curities worth 83.26 trillion rials
(about $170 million) were traded

TSE is one of the four Iranian stock
exchanges, and the most impor-
tant one. The other three ones are
Iran Mercantile Exchange (IME),
Iran Energy Exchange (IREN-
EX), and Iran’s over-the-counter
(OTC) market, known as Iran Fara
Bourse (IFB).

1.6 percent of the daily value.

Iron is an important component of he-
moglobin — carrying oxygen through
the body. It also helps your body con-
vert calories into energy.

However, watermelon seeds contain
phytate, which decreases the absorp-
tion of iron and reduces their nutrition-
al value.

4. “Good” fats

Watermelon seeds also provide a good
source of both monounsaturated and
polyunsaturated fatty acids — one
large handful (4 grams) provides 0.3
and 1.1 grams, re-

spec-
tively.
Accord-
ing to the
American Heart
AssociationTrust-
ed Source, these fats
are useful in protecting
against heart attack and
stroke, and lowering levels of

“bad” cholesterol in the blood.

5. Zinc

Zinc is an important nutrient, essential
to the immune system. It’s also nec-
essary for:

e the body’s digestive and nervous
systems

e cell regrowth and division

e your senses of taste and smell
However, just like with iron, phytates
reduce the absorption of zinc.

How to roast them

Roasting watermelon seeds is easy.
Set  your

nian companies in the pavilion of the Islamic Republic of Iran in inter-
national exhibitions of the Kurdistan region will have two approaches.
First, the goal is to introduce the capabilities of our country to visitors,
the host government sector and other competing companies. The sec-
ond goal of forming a pavilion is to stabilize the presence in the Iragi
market and prepare to compete with other foreign companies in the
host country”, he stated.
It is published on the website of the CHP Show, “Before the Corona
Pandemic, building, installation, and electrical events were held si-
multaneously at general exhibitions in Sulaymaniyah, and were held

(ement production up over 10% m 4 months on vear

The production of cement in Iran has
risen 10.7 percent during the first four
months of the current Iranian calendar
year (March 21-July 22), as compared
to the same period of time in the past
year, according to the head of the Irani-
an Cement Association.

Hamid Farmani put Iran’s four-month
cement production at 23.43 million
tons, noting that there is no problem in
the production and supply of cement in
the market, IRIB reported.

According to the official, the export of
cement in the mentioned four months

reached 1.7 million tons, indicating a
growth of two percent compared to the
same period last year.

Meanwhile, 27.24 million tons of ce-
ment clinker were also produced, reg-
istering a five percent rise year on year.
During the said four months, Iran ex-
ported 2.88 million tons of cement
clinker, which was 16 percent less than
the figure for the previous year's same
period, he added.

Emphasizing that the cement market is
stable and calm, he added: “Currently,
the amount of supply is more than the

demand and there is no inflation in the
market.”

The Iranian cement industry has a histo-
ry of more than eight decades of activity.
Currently, there are 96 cement produc-
tion lines active in 74 factories across
Iran, and nearly half of them are less
than 10 years old. This is an indication
that new production units have a greater
share of the total output in this sector.
Neighboring countries are not only
consumers of Iranian cement but also
demand the transfer of the cement in-
dustry’s technology to their countries.

oven at 325°F and place the seeds on a
baking sheet. It should only take about
15 minutes for them to roast, but you
may want to stir them halfway through
to ensure an even crispiness.

You can make the seeds taste even
better by adding a little olive oil and
salt, or sprinkling them with cinnamon
and a light dusting of sugar. If you
prefer more flavor, you can add lime
juice and chili powder, or even cayenne
pepper.

By:

The takeaway

Watermelon seeds have many health
benefits. Although the amounts of
some minerals and vitamins within
them may seem low, they are still far
preferable to potato chips and other
unhealthy snacks.

However, when you compare their nu-
tritional value to that of other snacks,
watermelon seeds come out far ahead.

frequently due to reconstruction issues in Iraq and the need for con-
struction products and facilities. After Corona limitations and restart of
the exhibitions, all three events take place in the form of an exhibition
which is called CHP Show, and participants in each of these events,
who participated in public exhibitions in previous years, participate in a
more specialized and targeted event. CHP is an intelligent exhibition de-

signed based on urban development of Sulaymaniyah Iragi Kurdistan,

Kurdistan in this area.

market research and commensurate with the volume of construction
and the needs of this market and the coefficient of development of Iraqi

Iranian carmakers managed to pro-
duce about 537,000 vehicles in the
first five months of the current Ira-
nian calendar year (March 21-Au-
gust 22), an official with the coun-
try’s Industry, Mining and Trade
Ministry said.

Abdollah Tavakoli Lahijani, the di-
rector general of the Iranian Indus-
try Ministry’s Auto Industry Office,
said that the production of passen-
ger cars reached 440,000 in the
mentioned five months registering
a 34 percent increase compared to
the previous year’s same period.

In the mentioned period, 62,000
trucks were produced in the coun-
try, indicating a 52 percent growth
compared to the same period last
year. Also, in the first five months
of this year, about 1,370 vans were
produced, which shows a 70 per-
cent growth compared to last year,
according to Tavakoli.

Iranian carmakers also managed
to produce about 16,600 heavy ve-
hicles in the said five months also

Ca manfaeturi reaches 537,000

=

registering a 69 percent growth,
year on year.

The official noted that the produc-
tion by private auto-making compa-
nies in the country increased by 78
percent in the first five months of
the current year.

“In the first five months of this year,
more than 112,000 cars were pro-
duced by the private sector, which
shows an increase of about 78 per-
cent compared to the 63,000 cars in
the same period last year,” he said.
According to Tavakoli Lahijani, the
private sector accounted for 21
percent of the country’s total car
production in the mentioned period.
Car manufacturing in Iran increased
by 39 percent in the past Irani-
an calendar year 1401 (ended on
March 20), as the Iranian carmakers
manufactured 1,347,394 vehicles in
the mentioned year.

In the past year, 1,182,078 passen-
ger cars were manufactured in the
country, registering a 35-percent
rise year on year.
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