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Production of alumina
powder in Iran has risen
two percent during the first
four months of the cur-
rent Iranian calendar year
(March 21-July 22).
Iran  produced 82,548
tons of the product in the
mentioned four-month pe-
riod of this year, while the
figure was 80,896 tons in
the same time span of the
previous year.

The country produced
225,942 tons of alumina
powder in the past Iranian
calendar year 1401 (ended
on March 20).

As reported, the figure
shows a two percent drop
as compared to the output
in 1400.

Aluminum oxide, which is
commonly called alumina,
is an inert, odorless, white
amorphous material often
used in industrial ceram-
ics.

Alumina is an important
ceramic material for in-
dustrial applications.
The numerous fields of
application range from
construction materials, to
filling materials, as well as
abrasives and catalysts.
In plants and mechanical
engineering, alumina ce-
ramics are mainly used for
wear and corrosion protec-
tion.

The particle size distribu-
tion largely determines the
application range and the
quality of an alumina pow-
der. Reliably identifying the
differences in particle size
is therefore an essential
requirement of the meas-
uring instrument.

Take part in
Bank Melli Iran’s
interest-free
saving accounts
drawing with
500 thousand
Rials

By opening an account or
completing the balance of
500 thousand Rials until the
end of Mordad, Bank Melli
Iran’s applicants and clients
can Take part in this round
of Bank Melli Iran’s inter-
est-free  saving accounts
drawing.

According to BMI public re-
lations, 1307 car purchase
allowances worth one billion
Rials are special prizes for
this round of the drawing.
Also, it is considered 1307
dowry purchase allowanc-
es worth 500 million Rials
each, along with 1307 trav-
el allowances to Karbala,
worth 150 million Rials
each, and 1307 travel allow-
ances to Mashhad, 100 mil-
lion Rials worth each, for the
participants in the drawing.
1,307 scholarships worth
50 million Rials each, are
another part of the prizes of
the 43rd drawing of inter-
est-free savings accounts of
Melli Bank of Iran.

The necessary conditions
for accounts to participate
in the drawing and award-
ing in this round of BMI'S
interest-free  savings ac-
counts drawing is having
a minimum balance of 500
thousand Rials on the day
of the drawing and an ac-
tive account, and keeping
a minimum balance of the
account for three months or
90 consecutive days during
the drawing round or since
the last deadline for opening
an account or completing
the balance.

_www.esfahan-news.com

[ran’s hooming oil exports exceed 2m hpd: report

Iran’s oil exports continue to
increase in August, surging
above two million barrels per
day (bpd) which is their highest
since the beginning of the year,
Bloomberg reported on Mon-
day citing TankerTrackers data.
It was already known that Iran’s
shipments were surging, but
the data for August would rep-
resent a marked leg higher if
maintained for the remainder of
the period. The flow rate for the
past 28 days shows shipments

running at a rate of 2.1 million
barrels a day, the Bloomberg
report said.

As reported, TankerTrackers’
satellite images show a new
surge in Iran’s flows in August
amid the reduction in the sup-
plies of other top exporters.
Bloomberg added that the
increase in Iran’s shipments
will boost global supply when
Saudi Arabia and Russia curb
output.

Earlier this month, Bloomb-

erg reported that China’s oil
imports from Iran have been
soaring in August so that the
shipments are expected to
reach 1.5 million bpd, the high-
est since 2013.

Citing estimates from data in-
telligence firm Kpler, Blomberg
put China’s imports of Iranian
oil during the January-July
2023 period at 917,000 bpd on
average.

Iran has been ramping up oil
exports this year as it becomes

more geopolitically assertive,
with most of the shipments
heading to China, Bloomberg
said.

In late July, Kpler said that
Iran’s oil shipments to China
have more than tripled over
the past three years despite the
U.S. sanctions on the country
and the increase in Russia’s
shipments to the Asian country.
According to the data analyz-
ing firm, Iranian crude exports
to its major trade partner have
been hovering around one mil-
lion bpd in 2023, while the fig-
ure was roughly 325,000 bpd
in 2020.

Also, the International Energy
Agency (IEA) in a recent report
titled “Oil 2023” confirmed
Iran’s daily export of one million
barrels of oil to China, saying:
“Despite severe financial re-
strictions, Iran managed to in-
crease its crude oil production
by about 140,000 barrels per
day in 2022 to an average of 2.5
million barrels per day. It seems
that Tehran has maintained its
crude sales to China, which has
been around one million barrels
per day since the third quarter
of last year.”

According to official data, Irani-
an oil production also increased

in the current year so that in
May the country’s oil output
reached 2.9 bpd, 350,000 bpd
more than in 2022.

Earlier in April, Bloomberg re-
ported that “Chinese private re-
fineries are buying more Iranian
oil despite the rising competi-
tion for supplies from Russia.”
“So-called teapots are prior-
itizing the flows, with Russian
supplies getting pricier as
mainstream buyers such as
state-owned Chinese refiners
and Indian processors take a
greater share,” the report read.
In March, China’s imports of
[ranian crude and condensate
jumped 20 percent month-on-
month to 800,000 barrels a day,
and are on track to extend gains
in coming months, Emma Li, an
analyst with data intelligence
firm Vortexa Ltd told Bloomb-
erg that month.

While Iranian oil has long been
sanctioned by the U.S., refiners
in China have proved to be a
consistent outlet.

Most Iranian oil used to go to
state-owned refineries but “the
private refiners in Shandong
especially are now running the
show,” said Homayoun Falak-
shahi, senior crude oil analyst
at Kpler.

ISFAHAN NEWS

Iran exports non-
oil goods worth
nearly $3b to Irag
in 4 months

Iran exported non-oil commod-
ities valued at $2.927 billion
to Iraq during the first four
months of the current Iranian
calendar year (March 21-July
22), the Islamic Republic of
Iran Customs Administration
(IRICA)  announced.

As reported, Iraq was the sec-
ond top export destination of
Iranian non-oil goods in the
mentioned four-month period.
As previously announced by
an official with Iran’s Trade
Promotion Organization (TPO),
the value of Iran’s export to Iraq
increased by 15 percent in the
past Iranian calendar year 1401
(ended on March 20).

Farzad Piltan, the director-gen-
eral of TPO’s Office of West
Asian  Countries, said that
based on the data released by
the Islamic Republic of Iran
Customs Administration, Iran
exported commodities worth
over $10 billion to its neighbor
in the previous year.

By stating that Iraq is one of the
strategic partners of Iran in the
field of foreign trade and espe-
cially exports, he put the value
of Iran’s import from lraq at

Iran’s 7th International Sea, Seafar-
ing and Offshore Exhibition (Iran Sea
Expo 2023) is due to be held at Imam
Khomeini Mosalla in late October, the
event’s organizer announced.

Speaking to the press on Monday,
Gholamreza Rezaiyan said: “This event

is planned to be held in line with the
Leader of the Islamic Revolution’s
emphasis on developing the marine
economy.”

According to Rezaiyan, the exhibition,
which is held under the supervision
of the Trade Promotion Organization

(TPO) and the support of the Innova-
tion and Prosperity Fund from knowl-
edge-based companies, covers various
areas including shipping and marine
transportation, ports and port servic-
es, offshore industries and equipment,
and fisheries and aquatics.

In a press conference on August 12,
the head of Iran’s Ports and Maritime
Organization (PMO) underlined the
issue of maritime economy, and said
that the studies related to the maritime
economy comprehensive plan have
been started 6-7 months ago.
According to Ali-Akbar Safaei, this or-
ganization has been named as the body
in charge of realizing the country’s
maritime economy goals.

In this regard, the parliament has also
prepared the necessary legal basis in
the maritime sector to increase the
share of the sea economy in the coun-
try’s economic growth, he said.

While Iran is combating the U.S. uni-
lateral sanctions on its economy, the

[rian Sea Expo 2023 slated for [ate October

country’s ports as the major gates of
exports and imports play a significant
role in this battle. This role makes all-
out support to ports and more develop-
ment of them serious and vital.

Such necessity has led the government
to define projects for more develop-
ment of the ports and also take some
measures to encourage investment
making in ports, in addition to facil-
itating the loading and unloading of
goods, especially basic commodities,
there.

It is worth mentioning that Iran’s Ports
and Maritime Organization has defined
a high number of projects to develop
and improve the country’s ports, as the
country aims to double the capacity of
its ports in the course of five years.
According to the PMO, the capacity of
the country’s ports has increased from
180 million tons in the Iranian calen-
dar year 1392 (ended in March 2014)
to 250 million tons in 1399 (ended in
March 2021).

TEDPIX, the main index of Tehran
Stock Exchange (TSE), dropped 18,216
points to 1.938 million on Tuesday.

As reported, over 5.16 billion securities
worth 34.816 trillion rials (about $71
million) were traded at the TSE.

TSE is one of the four Iranian stock ex-
changes, and the most important one.
The other three ones are Iran Mercantile
Exchange (IME), Iran Energy Exchange
(IRENEX), and Iran’s over-the-coun-
ter (OTC) market, known as Iran Fara
Bourse (IFB). The stock market trans-
actions in the past Iranian calendar
year 1401 (ended on March 20) went
through volatile days, which, according
to experts, despite the value of the stock
market for investment, the mistrust of
shareholders and their fear of entering
their capital into this market led to a de-
crease in liquidity and creating severe

TEDPIX foses 18,000 pomnts on Tuesday

fluctuations in the stock market.

This condition caused the govern-
ment and the Securities and Exchange
Organization (SEO) to take effective
measures to restore prosperity and
investors’ confidence in this market, in
a way that many capital market experts
believe that the outlook for investing in
the stock market is positive in the cur-
rent year. In a message on the occasion
of the New Year, SEO Head Majid Es-
hgi mentioned the measures taken by
this organization in the past year, and
explained the priorities and key plans of
SEQ in 1402.

In his message, the official wrote:
The Securities and Exchange Organiza-
tion has always tried to lay the ground
for the continuation of sustainable
growth and increase the efficiency of
the capital market by carrying out

structural reforms, and in this regard,
five key programs are prioritized:

1- Indirect investment development: In
the past year, a good amount of diversi-
ty was created in indirect investment in-
struments, especially investment funds,
and we continue to focus on deepening
these new and efficient instruments
and promoting them for investors.

2- Creating a platform for transpar-
ent and diverse financing: By defining
technical and legal infrastructures to
facilitate micro and macro financing by
the private and non-governmental sec-
tors, a new chapter of financing pro-
jects and businesses was established,
and the government was able to im-
plement its plan to transfer the shares
of companies along with the transfer
of operational management without
harming the capital market. The initial
offering of shares of businesses based
on new technologies was also a big
step towards the financing of knowl-
edge-based companies, which will be
followed seriously in the current year in
a higher volume and of course accord-
ing to the market capacities.

3- Smart regulation and monitoring:
The organization’s new approach in
smart and preventive monitoring, along
with the launch of systems for speeding
up the handling of complaints, promis-
es a new move that will greatly help

to reduce violations in this market by
formulating the necessary regulations
in the amendment of the stock market
law.

4- Revision of the regulatory infrastruc-
ture: Due to the necessity of implement-
ing professional and uncomplicated
principles and rules in the direction of
the sustainable development of the cap-
ital market, in addition to the measures
taken in order to amend the corporate
governance guidelines for publishers
and the guidelines for identifying and
reporting the confidential information
holders in the organization, some re-
forms, which need the changes in the
stock market law, have also been con-
sidered in cooperation with the legisla-
tor, which will definitely ensure the long-
term interests of the capital market.

5- Derivative market development:
Some basic measures in the field of
capital market infrastructure and also
in the field of designing derivative in-
struments with the aim of making the
market two-way and providing risk
management instruments for market
participants were implemented in the
past year, and therefore there is full
readiness and determination to make
these efforts come to fruition with the
introduction of new derivative instru-
ments, especially in the stock market,
from the beginning of this year.

about $200 million in the past
year. Considering Iran’s vast
export capacity and Irag’s large
market for Iranian goods, both
sides want to expand the vol-
ume of bilateral economic ex-
changes. Iran and Iraq have set
a target of $20 billion in annual
trade, and businessmen and
authorities of both countries
are determined to meet that
target, Head of the Iran-lraq
Joint Chamber of Commerce
Yahya Ale-Es’haq has stated.
“In general, Iran and Iraq have
agreed to improve relations and
change the monetary and bank-
ing conditions so that the cen-
tral banks of the two countries
will ease the current situation
and solve the problems,” he
has noted. The current admin-
istration of [ran under President
Raisi has shown great interest
in broadening and enhancing
trade and economic ties with
neighboring states, Ale Es’haq
has emphasized.

Tractor’s  hopes
dashed by Shar-
jah: 2023/24 ACL
Playoff

Iran’s Tractor lost to Sharjah FC
of United Arab Emirates 3-1 in
the 2023/24 AFC Champions
League playoff on Tuesday.

It was the visitors who struck
first in the 25th minute, former
AS Roma and FC Barcelona
man Miralem Pjanic showing
his accuracy with a perfect
delivery for Shaheen to thump
home past Tractor goalkeeper
Hossein Pourhamidi in Tabriz's
Yadegar Emam Stadium.
Sharjah doubled their advan-
tage through Osmane Camara
in the 84th minute.

Tractor did pull one back two
minutes later when Ricardo
Alves produced a delightful
cross that was headed in by
substitute Mehdi Hashemne-
jad. Desperate to find the equal-
izer, Tractor left gaps at the
back which Sharjah exploited,
earning a penalty kick that was
converted by Caio Lucas in the
90th minute for the Emirati side
to book their spot in Thursday’s
group stage draw for the AFC
Champions League 2023/24
season.
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Enemy can’t
stop Iran’s
defense pro-
gress through
sabotage,
espionage:
speaker

Mohammad  Bagheri
Qalibaf, the speaker of
the Iranian parliament,
has asserted that the
enemy is unable to
prevent Iran from mak-
ing defense progress
through acts of sabo-
tage and espionage.
Speaking at an open
session of the Par-
liament on Tuesday,
Qalibaf praised the
staff of Iran’s defense
industry for their role
in strengthening the
country and increasing
its deterrence as well
as thwarting the con-
spiracies of the enemy.
“Today, based on the
knowledge of our
youth, the most ad-
vanced defense equip-
ment and weapons are
made in our country
and are provided to
the armed forces,” Qa-
libaf said, according to
IRNA.

He added, “Today, the
enemies of the lIrani-
an nation have real-
ized that they cannot
prevent the growing
progress of the coun-
try’s defense industry
with sanctions, terror,
industrial  sabotage,
direct attack on the
infrastructure of the
defense industry, and
espionage. The strong
will and faith of the
youth working in the
defense industry not
only will not be weak-
ened by these meas-
ures, but will become
stronger every day.”
In recent years, Iran
has made great strides
in producing sophis-
ticated defense equip-
ment. Iranian drones
have analysts talking
about them left and
right. According to
Iranian officials, at
least 30 countries in
Asia, Africa, Europe,
and South America
are seeking to buy un-
manned aerial vehicles
(UAVs) from the Islam-
ic Republic. Different
Western media outlets
have also been warn-
ing that Iranian drones
have reached the
Western  hemisphere
of the world, posing a
threat to the U.S. and
its allies.

Despite years of sanc-
tions on Iran’s military
sector, the country
has preserved and
reached unprecedent-
ed heights. It even got
to step foot on the sea
and have a naval fleet
wrap up a round-the-
world 236-day trip in
May. It is undeniable
that Iran has suc-
cessfully fulfilled its
long-lasting aspiration,
which emerged after
Iraq’s war against Iran,
to establish a power-
ful military and secure
a prosperous future
through  deterrence.
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Iran beat Iraq at

Iran came back from a set down to
beat Iraq 3-1 (19-25, 25-12, 25-15,
25-14) in the 22nd Asian Senior
Men’s Volleyball Championship on

2023 Asian Vol-
leyball Champi-

Monday.

in Pool A on Sunday.

The 22nd edition of the Asian Men’s

Team Melli had defeated Hong Kong

Volleyball Championship is being
held in Urmia, Iran from Aug. 19 to
26.

Japan, who are the favorites to win
the 2023 edition, are the most deco-
rated team with nine titles.

South Korea and Iran have won the
trophy four times each.

Source:
By:

Rarely do brilliant ideas appear out of the
blue. In his new book How to Have Great
Ideas: A Guide to Creative Thinking (Lau-
rence King, 2016), John Ingledew—a
photographer and visiting professor at the
London School of Film, Media, and Design
at the University of West London—shares
53 strategies to help readers on their next
breakthrough. We’ve reprinted 10 of our
favorites below.

1. Ask “What Else Can | Do With This?”
We see most things—objects, build-
ings, spaces, materials, technology, and
systems—through the lens of habit and
familiarity. We take them for granted,
overlooking numerous other possibilities.
Combat the mind’s tendency to assume
that something can only function in a fa-
miliar way. Asking yourself “What else can
| do with this?” will lead to new discover-
ies and ideas.

Project: Turn rubbish into gold—take all
the junk mail that comes through your
letter box and turn it into something of
great value. What else can you do with a
newspaper?

2. Take Notice

“Creative people are expert noticers,”
observed science professor Guy Claxton.
They have highly developed abilities in
visual foraging—spotting, gathering, and
utilizing things that most others overlook.
Having an active rather than idle curiosity
about the world around you reveals ideas.
Be nosy, be “eyesy.”

Project: Spot and collect the faces, ani-
mals, letterforms, and numbers that are
accidentally created by wear, repair, time,

decay, spillage, breakage, update, replace-
ment, light, shadow, rain, or snow. Some
of these things only reveal themselves
when you look at them sideways, upside
down, orin reverse.

3. Keep it Simple

Problems are often obscured by an over-
load of information. Clarify and isolate
the challenge you face by spending time
understanding and defining the problem.
Can you simplify it down to 10 words, 5
words, or even 3?

Project: Writer Ernest Hemingway fa-
mously laid down a challenge to write a
story in six words. Try it, or update this
to a Twitter challenge and write an entire
story in just 140 characters.

4. Embrace Absurdity

Absurdity is at the heart of some of the
most creative ideas of the 19th and 20th
centuries. Lewis Carroll and Edward Lear
used absurdity in storytelling; the Marx
Brothers, Spike Milligan, and Monty Py-
thon exploited it as a source of comedy;
Samuel Beckett used it for drama; Frank
Zappa for music; Elsa Schiaparelli in fash-
ion design; and the dadaists and surreal-
ists used it to make art.

Project: Using the visual language of sig-
nage systems, create absurd signs that
confound viewers, provoking thought or
laughter.

5. Try Swapping Systems

Applying a ready-made, successful, tried
and trusted existing system from one area
of practice to another can lead to great
innovation.

Inventor Owen Maclaren created the first

collapsible baby buggy by utilizing the
system designed for the folding undercar-
riages of Spitfire planes from World War
IIl. James Dyson used cyclone systems
used to suck up sawdust in sawmills and
applied them to the home vacuum. Both
revolutionized previously entrenched de-
signs. If you find a current system disap-
pointing or inadequate, try borrowing one
from another field.

Project: Take the quick-change systems of
theater scenery and apply them to rethink
your living or work space.

6. Reposition

The act of altering how something is
viewed can reveal new possibilities and
ideas. This can be achieved by seeking
every possible viewpoint and shifting con-
text—by taking things from their usual
home and placing them somewhere com-
pletely different.

Boxes of wire scrubbing pads and cans of
soup are familiar items in a supermarket.
There are unmade beds in every teenag-
er's bedroom, and dead cows and sheep
can be found in the back of every butch-
er's shop. But put them in an art gallery
and they are big news. Nearly 100 years
ago, Marcel Duchamp was the first artist
to realize that such repositioning could
have an impact when his submission to
an art exhibition of a porcelain urinal laid
flat on its back cause an enormous scan-
dal.

Project: Make the unremarkable remarka-
ble—go to a building materials store and
find an inexpensive object that, through
repositioning in the home, finds a surpris-

[0 Exercises To Fuel Creative Thinking

ing new purpose.

1. Try Translating

Ideas are greatly stim-

ulated by the process of

transformation. Con-

verting things from

one form or medium

into another can guide

thoughts in totally new

and exciting directions.

One idea leads to another—

and then you're off

on the ideas trail.

The Russian artist

Wassily  Kandin-

sky translated classical

music into abstract paintings, selecting
different colors to signify the varying
emotions the music provoked. He also in-
vented a machine that translated musical
sounds into instructions for paintings.
Project: Translate the following words into
typography—Ilazy, happy, loud, soft.

8. Just Improvise

Improvisation is against-the-odds cre-
ativity. It is a way of thinking and acting
that can lead to solutions in hugely chal-
lenging situations, such as when people
find themselves imprisoned, cast away,
stranded, besieged, trapped, fenced in,
lost at sea, capsized, or shipwrecked.
Project: The “design miles” challenge—
the “food miles” initiative questioned the
vast distances food had travelled from its
point of production to the dinner table.
The campaign advocated choosing local
produce, which, having travelled the least
distance, depleted fewer of the world’s

resources.
The  “de-
sign miles”
challenge is
similar. Only
use what is
very close
at  hand.
Challenge your-
self to solve prob-
lems using only
what is
in your
pock-
ets, on the
table, freely avail-
able, left over from another job, or only
what is within a very short distance.
9. Understand Your Process
To have ideas quickly and repeatedly,
it's vital to understand which conditions
make you personally most creatively pro-
ductive. Russian composer Pyotr llyich
Tchaikovsky reflected: “If we wait for the
mood, without endeavoring to meet it
halfway, we easily become indolent and
apathetic.”
Project: Discover the creative process of
your ideas’ heroines and heroes. Some
are wonderfully eccentric. German poet
Friedrich Schiller found he worked best to
the smell of rotting apples.
10. Make it Personal
Use things from your own life
and experience to spark ideas—
things you know about yourself or
your family, and things from your
background.

Major steel, mmmg projects worth 23 hillion underway

A total of 22 steel and mining projects with a total in-
vestment of two billion dollars are currently being im-
plemented across the country, Mohammadali Aziz-Mo-
hammadi, the head of Iran International Engineering

Company (IRITEC) has said.

“The projects have started over the last few years,” he
said, adding that a part of the necessary funding has
been allocated. Some 700 million euros and 100 trillion
rials (about $204.5 million) of the funding is yet to be
provided, he added. The projects have witnessed good

physical progress in the current administration, he
stated. IRITEC, with 20 subsidiaries, was established
in 1975 with the aim of transferring technical know-
how of manufacturing industrial factories mainly active
in the steel sector. Running under the supervision of
the Iranian Mines and Mining Industries Development
and Renovation Organization (IMIDRO) and benefiting
from the world’s cutting-edge technologies, the com-
pany offers technical and engineering services bene-
fiting from 1,100 skilled manpower working in various

tion (WSA).

Production fimancing, promotion plan
reviewed at ICCIMA meeting

The 81st meeting of Iran’s Business
Environment Improvement Council
was held on Tuesday during which the
plan for financing and promotion of
production was reviewed, the portal
of Iran Chamber of Commerce, Indus-
tries, Mines and Agriculture (ICCIMA)
reported.

During the meeting, the representa-
tives of the government and private
sector emphasized the need to pay
attention to the private sector’s pro-
posals in the process of assessing
the mentioned plan.The production
promotion and financing plan, which

has been approved by the parliament,
is going to be a legal framework for
financing production units in order to
facilitate economic operators’ access
to financial resources through the
banking system. According to Jafar
Ghaderi, the deputy head of the parlia-
ment committee in charge of drafting
the mentioned plan, the roles of the
National Development Fund (NDF),
the capital market, and other financial
institutions related to the cooperative
sector as well as the private sector are
all considered in this plan.

“We hope that it will solve some of the

problems of the private sector [regard-
ing the financing of their projects] and
help the surge in production,” Ghderi
said in the meeting.

Also speaking at the meeting, Hamid-
reza Fouladgar, the head of the Busi-
ness Environment Improvement Coun-
cil, said: “This plan, along with the
seventh National Development Plan
(2022-2026), is considered an impor-
tant platform for the private sector and
cooperatives to develop their activities;
and economic operators should pres-
ent their suggestions and solutions to
improve the plan.”

fields, he stated.

Iran has been ranked eighth among the world’s top
steel producers during January-June 2023, according
to the latest data released by the World Steel Associa-

Production of crude steel in Iran reached 16.1 million
tons in mentioned six months, registering a 4.8 percent
increase year on year. The country is expected to climb
to seventh place among the world’s top steel producers
by the Iranian calendar year 1404 (March 2025).

The number of pioneer or first-time
production projects of the oil indus-
try, sent to the Vice Presidency for
Science and Technology by knowl-
edge-based companies in a period
of 12 months (up to September 23),
has registered an increase of 78 per-
cent compared to the previous year’s
same period.

As Shana reported, first-time or pi-
oneer production projects include
any projects aimed at the production
of strategic goods and services not
manufactured domestically, so far.
Based on QOil Ministry data, the min-
istry sent 50 first-time production
plans to the secretariat of the Vice
Presidency for Science and Tech-
nology in the mentioned 12 months,
while the number was 33 in the cor-
responding period last year.

As reported, among the four major
axes of the country’s oil industry, the
National Iranian Oil Company (NIOC)
had the highest number of proposed

Number of “pioneer” projects m oil in-
dustry rises /8%

projects in the period under review
submitting 29 production plans fol-
lowed by the National Iranian Gas
Company (NIGC) with 21.
According to the government
program for supporting knowl-
edge-based companies and pioneer
projects, if a knowledge-based com-
pany can produce a strategic prod-
uct domestically for the first time,
it will be exempted from paying tax
and the law on holding tenders.
Also, if a proposed project for first-
time production reaches the contract
stage, low-interest facilities will be
provided for the company and the
Supreme National Security Council
guarantees the purchase of the pro-
duced goods.

It is worth mentioning that Iran’s oil
industry is the country’s top industry
in pursuing pioneer projects so that
60 percent of such projects are relat-
ed to various areas of the mentioned
industry.
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