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Iran to upgrade
missiles, drones

Iran intends to enhance
its military capabilities by
upgrading its missiles and
drones, the commander of
the Aerospace Division of
the IRGC announced on
Friday.
Brigadier General Amir-Ali
Hajizadeh said that Iran’s
military capabilities have
leveled up significantly and
the country now holds the
upper hand.
“There was a time when the
enemy was in an offensive
position and we were in a
defensive one. But now-
adays our enemies need
to plug their defense sys-
tems to stand against us,”
Hajizadeh told the 24th
meeting of the supreme
assembly of the IRGC com-
manders and officials.
Hajizadeh added that some
of Iran’s current military
customers are superpow-
ers that Tehran used to be
unable to even contact.
He also commented on
the pressure from Western
governments, saying it acts
as a two-edged sword.
Now that Iran has come
a long way militarily the
West tries to pummel Iran’s
economy, the general re-
marked. Hajizadeh how-
ever expressed hope that
his country can overcome
its financial and economic
issues.

_www.esfahan-news.com

Rivadh launches mitial step for long-term co-op deal with Iran: FM

Foreign Minister Hossein Amir
Abdollahian has said Saudi Ara-
bia has taken the initial steps
toward developing a “long-
term cooperation agreement”
with Iran.

Talking to reporters on Friday
on board the plane after con-
cluding a two-day trip to the
Saudi Kingdom, he noted that
Saudi Crown Prince Moham-
med bin Salman “ordered the
kingdom’s  Foreign Minister
Faisal bin Farhan for prelimi-
nary measures to devise the
framework of the long-term
cooperation document between
the countries.”

The document would be com-
pleted and signed by senior of-
ficials from both nations, added
Amir Abdollahian.

Amir Abdollahian and bin Sal-

man had “frank and fruitful”
discussions on Friday in the
city of Jeddah, the highest level
of negotiations since the resto-
ration of bilateral ties on March
10. The talks were “explicit,
frank, fruitful, and productive
based on neighborhood poli-
cy,” Amir Abdollahian said after
his 90-minute meeting with the
Saudi de-facto leader.

The visit by Amir Abdollahian,
the first by an Iranian foreign
minister to the kingdom in more
than ten years, was a turning
point in bilateral relationship.
Saudi Arabia suspended the
connections in January 2016
when Iranian demonstrators
stormed the Saudi embassy in
Tehran following the Saudi ex-
ecution of famous Shia cleric
Sheikh Nimr Bagqir al-Nimr.
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But in March, following intense
talks held in China, the two
sides reached a reconciliation
agreement, and three months
later, each side named a new
ambassador to the other's
capital. The foreign minister
described his discussions with
the Saudi crown prince during
the trip, saying that they lasted
“90 minutes, more than 70% of
which was focused on bilateral
issues.”

“Because we are of the opin-
ion that all-out and sustainable
relations should take shape
between Tehran and Riyadh,”
Amir Abdollahian averred.
According to the Iranian foreign
minister, Saudi Arabia made an
effort to highlight during the
visit that it has adopted a “new
attitude” in comparison to the

past. He pointed out that the
Saudi officials made an effort to
show that it was ready to turn
“a new page in the countries’
relations.”

He predicted that “the region
will enter a new stage of mul-
tilateral cooperation,” crediting
the possibility to the growing
realization that the region can
advance its development “with-
out reliance on foreigners.”
Saudi crown prince invited to
visit Iran Meanwhile, Iran’s
top diplomat indicated that the
Iranian government has invited
the Saudi crown prince to visit
the Islamic Republic.

He went on to add that the Sau-
di crown prince approved the
visit, stating he would make
the necessary arrangements
to come to Tehran “at the ap-
propriate time.” Kuwait: Amir
Abdollahian’s fruitful visit to
Riyadh can strengthen regional
stability Kuwait’s Foreign Min-
ister Sheikh Salem Abdullah
Al-Jaber al-Sabah has said that
the visit by Amir Abdollahian
to Saudi Arabia will help the
region achieve peace, stability,
and prosperity. In a statement
issued by Kuwait’'s Foreign
Ministry on Friday, Sabah said
Iran and Saudi Arabia’s connec-
tions will help nations be better
equipped to deal with issues
in the future. He commended

the visit of the Iranian foreign
minister to the Saudi Kingdom,
saying it demonstrated the two
nations’ desire to mend fences
and maintain regional security
and stability.

A “bright chapter” in the his-
tory of relations between Iran
and the Persian Gulf nations
“on the principles of good
neighborliness ties, non-in-
terference in other countries’
internal affairs, cooperation,
and dialogue” was declared
by the senior Kuwaiti diplo-
mat in the wake of the visit.
Sabah also praised Iraq and
Oman’s efforts to facilitate
negotiations as well as Chi-
na’s mediation in bringing
Tehran and Riyadh closer to-
gether.“We have consensus
on security and development
for all in the region,” the top
Iranian diplomat wrote on X,
formerly known as Twitter.The
negotiations between the top
Saudi diplomat and his Iranian
counterpart took place in the
Saudi capital Riyadh the day
before the meeting with the
crown prince. In a joint news
conference following the ne-
gotiations, Amir Abdollahian
emphasized the importance of
the discussions and said that
relations between the two na-
tions “are progressing in the

The IRGC commander ex-
plained that various gov-
ernments are currently
pouring their efforts into
hurting Iran. He urged mil-
itary officials and author-
ities to fight the enemy’s
seditious acts by staying
alert and strong-willed.
Meanwhile, Iran’s Defense
Minister Mohammad-Reza
Gharaei Ashtiani has con-
firmed last week’s media
reports that Iran has ob-
tained the technology to
make supersonic cruise
missiles.

That means Iranian mis-
siles can use ramjets to
take off instead of Turbo-
jets. Ramijets work most
efficiently at supersonic
speeds around Mach 3 and
can operate up to speeds of
Mach 6.

Iranian media revealed last
week that Iran’s superson-
ic cruise missiles are cur-
rently getting tested. This
would open a new chapter
in Iran’s military capabili-
ties as supersonic missiles
are very difficult to inter-
cept.

Ashtiani also declared that
Iran has significantly in-
creased its weapon produc-
tion in recent years. “The
production of solid-fueled
ballistic missiles has been
boosted significantly while
the production of cruise
missiles has almost dou-
bled. Additionally, the pro-
duction of defense missiles
has grown by 45%,” said
the defense minister.

The official also announced
that the manufacture of
military seacrafts, particu-
larly speedboats, has seen
great growth and gone up
by 30%.

Iran’s military sector has
notably improved in the
past decade. The country
has now turned into an im-
porter of its domestic-made
weapons. According to ear-
lier remarks by the Defense
Ministry spokesman, Teh-
ran has had negotiations
with around 30 countries
which seek to buy Iranian
armaments.

right direction.

[ran, Iraq confer on draftmg mutual agricultural calendar to boost co-op

Iran and Iraq have approved a series
of agricultural cooperation documents
including a mutual calendar to expand
cooperation in the mentioned sector
according to the standards of the two
sides and the seasonal needs of the
two markets, IRNA reported.

The mentioned documents have been
approved in a meeting between Iranian
Agriculture  Minister Mohammad-Ali
Nikbakht and his Iragi counterpart Ab-
bas Al-Maliki on Saturday.

In this meeting, Nikbakht underlined
the role of an agricultural calendar in

ensuring the stability of trade relations
between the two countries, saying: “We
have a calendar and production plan
for all kinds of agricultural products
in Iran, and if the two countries coor-
dinate based on such an agricultural
calendar, we can supply part of Irag’s
needs while supplying the domestic
market, and on the other hand, import
that part of our market’s from Irag.”
Iran and Iraq have mutual needs in the
fields of trade, investment, transfer
of knowledge, and technology in the
agricultural sector, and in this regard,
Iran is ready to provide its experienc-
es and achievements to the Iraqi side
in the mentioned fields, the minister
stressed.

The Iranian minister emphasized the
need for compliance with health and
safety standards within the framework
of the mentioned documents and said:
“According to economic experts, 2050
will be a difficult year for food sup-
ply in the world. This issue will leave

more severe effects in our region due
to climate change and damage to ba-
sic resources such as water and soil;
therefore, by taking measures for re-
gional cooperation in the field of agri-
culture, especially with our neighbors
and especially between Iran and Iraq,
we will be able to avoid its harmful con-
sequences.”

Further in the meeting, Al-Maliki for
his part referred to the good relations
between the two countries in the field
of agriculture and animal husbandry,
saying: “The Islamic Republic of Iran
stood up to support us in the difficult
and bitter experience of Daesh, and we
can continue relying on geographical,
cultural and religious commonalities
between the two countries to minimize
the challenges facing the global econo-
my in the future.”

“The agricultural crisis caused by the
war in Ukraine shows the need for the
cooperation of neighboring countries
even more,” he said.

Over 2,000 la of fands provided for buildmg Na-

As announced by a provincial official,
2,200 hectares of lands have been al-
ready provided for the construction of
National Housing Movement units in
Kerman province.

Mostafa Ayatollahi, the deputy gov-
ernor-general of Kerman for develop-

ment affairs coordination, also said
that 800 hectares are waiting for being
approved in the councils; with their
approval, all the land needed by the
applicants of the government support
program will be provided.

The share of Kerman province in the

tlonal Housmg Movement units i Kerman

National Housing Movement plan is
about 150,000 units, the official add-
ed.

Last week, Transport and Urban Devel-
opment Minister Mehrdad Bazrpash
announced that 1.55 million units of
the National Housing Movement plan
are under construction across the
country. The minister announced that
the government is facilitating the pro-
vision of land to mass builders that are
participating in this plan.

“In the housing production sector, in
order to accelerate and facilitate the
construction of housing units, we need
more participation of the private sector
and mass builders,” he said.

Earlier in June, Bazrpash said that
3,000 hectares of land have been al-
located to the National Housing Move-
ment so far.

National Housing Movement to con-
struct four million housing units in
four years is one of the major plans of
the current government in the housing
sector.

According to the plan, out of these

four million residential units, 3.2 mil-
lion units will be constructed in cities
and 800,000 units in villages, some
of these units are currently being con-
structed after providing lands and pre-
paring the necessary conditions.

After National Housing Action Plan
(started in 2018), National Housing
Movement is the government’s sec-
ond major program to provide afforda-
ble housing units for the low-income
classes.

The operation for the construction of
209,212 residential units of the Na-
tional Housing Movement began in
February 2022.

The ceremony to begin the mentioned
operation and also to launch some
development projects in the housing
sector was attended by former Trans-
port and Urban Development Minister
Rostam Qasemi.

Also, in July 2022, the minister inau-
gurated a project for the construction
of the first group of affordable housing
units for laborers under the framework
of the National Housing Movement.
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China building
up military to
confront U.S.:
top general

A top Iranian general has
said that China is seeking
to boost its military with
the aim of confronting
the United States.
General Mohammad
Bagheri, who is the chief
of joint staff of lIran’s
armed forces, said Rus-
sia and China are stand-
ing up to the West.
Underlining that the Ar-
rogant powers seek to
maintain a unipolar word
order, General Bagheri
said, “American power
is declining. Today, Rus-
sia is standing against
the expansionism of the
North Atlantic Treaty, and
China is also seeking to
strengthen its military
power to confront the
United States.”

He added, “All this shows
the decline of American
power. Also, internation-
al unions such as the
Shanghai  [Cooperation
Organization] and BRICS
have shown their power
in the world.”

General Bagheri made
the remarks in a speech
before a group of sen-
ior IRGC commanders
in Tehran, according to
Tasnim.

The remarks come amid
growing military coop-
eration between Iran and
China. Chinese Defense
Minister Li Shangfu has
recently expressed Chi-
na’s readiness for beefing
up military cooperation
with Iran as member of
the Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organization (SCO).
Speaking at the 11th
Moscow Conference on
International Security
(MCIS), Shangfu pointed
out that China is ready
to increase security and
defense cooperation with
Iran and Belarus with-
in the framework of the
SCO, Fars News reported.
“We will continue to
strengthen the mecha-
nism of security coop-
eration within the SCO,
actively deepen defense
collaboration with the
organization’s newest
member Iran, as well as
Belarus, which will soon
become a SCO member,”
he said, according to
TASS.

Shangfu added, “Beijing
is ready to hold joint mil-
itary drills and exercises
with all countries, as well
as find a wider space to
hold drills and strengthen
international cooperation
in the field of arms con-
trol and non-prolifera-
tion.”

In another part of his
speech, Shangfu stated
that the cooperation be-
tween Russia and China
in the military field is not
against any third country.
“Sino-Russian relations
are entering a new era of
continuous development
with all-round participa-
tion and strategic coop-
eration. The relationship
between China and Rus-
sia in the military field is
an example of unity and
confrontation with hos-
tilities,” the Chinese de-
fense minister said.
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Daesh would
have overrun
Europe without
IRGC, Raisi
says

Iranian President Ebra-
him Raisi has praised
the role the Islamic
Revolution Guards
Corps played in the fight
against terrorism in the
region, stating Daesh
terrorists would have
taken control of the
whole Europe without
the IRGC’s sacrifices.
In his address to the
second day of the Su-
preme Assembly of
Commanders of the
IRGC on Friday in Teh-
ran, Raisi said, “If it
weren’t for the actions
of the IRGC and the
ardent fighters of the
Islamic Ummah against
Daesh, Europe would
have been under the
control of the terror
group by now.”
Raisi also said, “The
peaceful life that Eu-
rope enjoys today is a
result of the efforts of
the IRGC; however, it
is unfortunate that they
are assassinating the
heroes who combat ter-
rorism and labeling the
IRGC, which leads the
fight against terrorism,
as terrorists.”

The Islamic  Repub-
lic’s founder, Ayatollah
Khomeini, formed the
IRGC on April 22, 1979,
as a paramilitary group
entrusted with guarding
the nascent Islamic Re-
public.

The IRGC had to coun-
ter internal and external
threats in the first dec-
ade of the Islamic Revo-
lution. It was engaged in
wars against separatist
groups and resisted the
invading army of Irag’s
Saddam Hussein, which
launched a bloody war
against Iran in 1980 that
lasted until 1988. In that
war, the IRGC fought
the invaders along with
the regular Army of the
Islamic  Republic. In
the recent decade, the
IRGC has also made
significant  sacrifices
in the fight against ter-
rorist groups, including
Daesh.

In other parts of his

remarks, Raisi empha-
sized the opponents’
defeat in the country’s
deadly uprisings the
previous year.
“Enemies believed that
they could undermine
the Islamic Revolution
and our Islamic estab-
lishment through riots.
However, little did they
know that the sacred
establishment of the
Islamic Republic has
turned into a mighty
tree,” he added.
Following their failed
attempt against Iran,
they sent messages ad-
mitting their mistakes
throughout the events,
he argued.
Following the grisly
death of a young Iranian
woman, Mahsa Amini,
foreign-backed protests
erupted across Iran in
September 2022 that
sporadically lasted for
about three months.
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The value of Iran’s saffron export in-
creased by 70 percent in the first four
months of the current Iranian calendar
year (March 21-July 22) compared to
the same period of time in the previous
year, according to Gholamreza Miri, the
chairman of Iranian Saffron Exporters and
Sellers  Union.

According to Miri, Iranian saffron farmers
exported 13.6 tons of the product in the

mentioned four months, which was 63
percent more than the figure for the previ-
ous year’s same period in terms of value,
IRIB reported.

Miri said over 239,000 tons of saffron
was exported from the country in the pre-
vious calendar year.

Iran is one of the world’s top saffron pro-
ducers and over 90 percent of its produc-
tion is exported to foreign destinations.

Lumps and Bumps
onourbody: When
You Should Worry

Not every bump is worth losing sleep
over

Finding a new lump or bump on your
body would give most of us pause. Af-
ter all, a lump can, in rare cases, mean
cancer. But not every bump or lump
should cause concern or worry.

To get a better understanding of when
something new is worth talking to your
doctor about, we spoke with orthope-
dic surgeon Nathan W. Mesko, MD.
Are all lumps cause for concern?

The good news is that a majority of
these lumps are harmless and not a
cause for concern. A number of skin
or medical conditions can cause lumps
and bumps to appear on the surface or
just below the skin.

When not to worry

Lumps that are not a cause for concern
have some distinctive characteristics.
Not-so-serious lumps usually are:

* Soft.

* Mobile, meaning it moves and chang-

es form when you touch it.

e Located in the superficial or fat layer
of skin.

. Grow large and painful with
activity, and diminish in size with rest.
Lumps connected to exercise

“One major marker is if you can con-
nect the lump’s appearance to a specif-
ic trauma or activity,” says orthopedic
surgeon Dr. Mesko. Athletes of all lev-
els experience the occasional bump as
a result of exercise, training, competi-
tion or other physical activity, he adds.
“In that case, we recommend you
follow the basic RICE method: rest,
ice, compression and elevation,” Dr.
Mesko says. “If, over time, the lump or
swelling improves, that’s a reassuring
sign that it is harmless and nothing to
worry about.”

Cysts

One of the most common conditions
that cause lumps, bumps or swelling
are cysts. Some common cysts in-

clude Baker’s cysts, a fluid-filled bulge
that forms behind the knee and gangli-
on cysts, rounded lumps filled with a
jelly-like fluid that can develop on ten-
dons and joints.

When to see a doctor

In rare cases, an unexplained lump,
bump or swelling can be a sign of a
more serious issue beneath the skin.
Bumps that are cancerous are typically
large, hard, painless to the touch and
appear spontaneously. The mass will
grow in size steadily over the weeks
and months. Cancerous lumps that
can be felt from the outside of your
body can appear in the breast, testicle,
or neck, but also in the arms and legs.
Adult soft tissue sarcoma

One type of cancerous lump that can
form almost anywhere in the body is
called adult soft tissue sarcoma. The
soft tissues of the body include the
muscles, tendons (the bands of fiber
that connect muscles to bones), fat,

blood vessels, lymph vessels, nerves
and the tissues around joints.

Most frequently, though, adult soft
tissue sarcoma develops in the legs,
arms, chest or the area behind the
abdomen called the retroperitoneum,
says oncologist Dale Shepard, MD,
PhD.

“Adult soft tissue sarcoma is a disease
in which malignant cells form in the
soft tissues of the body,” he says. “In
the early stages, it rarely causes symp-
toms because the tumors often are lo-
cated deep in the tissue.”

Soft tissue sarcomas can grow to be
quite large before causing symptoms
because they often are embedded deep
in the body, Dr. Shepard says.

Most commonly, soft tissue sarco-
mas feel like masses or bumps, which
may be painful. If the tumor is in the
abdomen, it may produce nausea or a
sensation of fullness as well as pain,
he says.

TEDPIX drops 16,000 pomnts on Saturday

Adult soft tissue sarcoma is rare.
Among adults, they represent less than
1% of all cancers, Dr. Shepard says.
Other causes

Other conditions can cause swell-
ing leading to new lumps, too. While
these may not be associated with an
emergency condition, they’re worth
monitoring and discussing with your
healthcare provider:

e Tendinitis.

e Swollen lymph nodes, especially
when accompanied by inflammation or
infection.

* Rheumatoid arthritis.

It's important to talk with your doctor
about any lumps that are larger than
two inches (about the size of a golf
ball), grow larger, or are painful re-
gardless of their location.

“Tell your doctor about new lumps or
other symptoms that cannot be ex-
plained or that don’t go away in a few
weeks,” Dr. Shepard says.

TEDPIX, the main index of Tehran Stock Exchange (TSE), dropped 16,061 points
to 1.957 million on Saturday (the first day of Iranian calendar week).
As reported, over 6.864 billion securities worth 53.503 trillion rials (about $108.2

million) were traded at the TSE.

TSE is one of the four Iranian stock exchanges, and the most important one. The
other three ones are Iran Mercantile Exchange (IME), Iran Energy Exchange (IREN-
EX), and Iran’s over-the-counter (OTC) market, known as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB).

Head of Iran’s Securitas and Exchange Organization (SEQ) Majid Eshqi said on
Thursday that using the capacities of the country’s private sector in the stock
market has been one of the main strategies of the organization over the past year.

Sulavmaniyah interested m trade co-op with Iran’s free zones

The governor of Sulaymaniyah of Ira-
i Kurdistan announced the interest of
the Iragi Kurdistan region in commer-
cial-economic partnership and coopera-
tion with the Islamic Republic of Iran and
the country’s free zones.

Haval AbuBakir made the remarks in a
meeting with Secretary of Iran’s Free
Zones High Council Hojatollah Abdol-
maleki and his accompanying delegation
in Sulaymaniyah on Thursday, the news
portal of Iran’s Free Trade and Special
Economic Zones reported.

During this meeting, Abdolmaleki ex-

plained the current Iranian government’s
approach to regional interactions and the
capacities of Iran’s free trade and spe-
cial economic zones, and explained the
purpose of participation of Iran’s Free
Zones High Council at the International
Exhibition of Tourism and Handicrafts of
Sulaymaniyah. In late July, Abdolmaleki
announced the desire of Iraq to establish
a joint free zone with Iran and said the
first joint free zone of the two countries
will be set up by the end of the current
Iranian calendar year (March 20, 2024).

The prime minister of Iraq has considered

“One of the main approaches of the Securitas and Exchange Organization during
the past year has been to use the power of the private sector, because government
entities and the public sector do not have the necessary characteristics for eco-
nomic prosperity, so we must increase the share of the private sector in the capital
market,” Eshqi said in a conference in Khorasan Razavi Province.

Large industries have their own problems and fluctuations, but small and medi-
um-sized enterprises (SMEs) can compensate for these fluctuations, the official
said, adding that the main part of the world economy is moving towards small and
medium-sized companies because value, employment, and innovation lie in such

companies.

an area in Irag’s Wasit province near the
Mehran border for the creation of a joint
Iran-Iraq free zone, the studies of which
are underway, the official announced.
Restating that the first joint free trade
zone between Iran and Iraq will enter the
operational stage by the end of the year,
he added: “Iraqi investors are interested
in exporting their goods to other places
in order to meet their needs and devel-
op trade by passing through Iran and
accessing the Indian Ocean and open
waters from Iran’s free and special eco-
nomic zones.”

Arash Nabizadeh, the man-
aging director of Iran’s
Coldwater Fish Farmers As-
sociation, said on Saturday
that about 4,000 tons of
trout have been exported to
foreign destinations since
the beginning of the cur-
rent Iranian calendar year
(March 21).

Currently due to limited wa-
terresources, upto 115,000
tons of trout is produced in
cold water farms across the
country, however, the actu-
al capacity of trout farming
in the country is 196,000-
200,000 tons per Vyear,
Nabizadeh told IRNA.
“Currently, the provinces
of Chaharmahal-Bakhtiari,
Lorestan, Kohgiluyeh-Boy-

[ran’s trout export reaches
4,000 tons since late March

er Ahmad, and Zanjan ac-
count for the largest vol-
ume of trout production in
the country,” he said.
According to the official,
most of the country’s trout
production is exported to
neighboring countries in-
cluding Persian Gulf Arab
nations, as well as Russia.
Enjoying high quality, Iran’s
fishery products were sold
easily in the export mar-
kets, and also some new
export destinations wel-
comed these products in
recent years; as new mar-
kets including China, South
Korea, and the Eurasian
Union nations opened up
for Iranian fishery prod-
ucts.
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