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less than a month in Sweden, Ira-
nian Foreign Minister Hossein Amir
Abdollahian has stated that Iran will
not accept a new ambassador from
that nation.

In a televised interview on Friday,
he stressed that “based on an or-
der by President Ebrahim Raisi, the
new ambassador of Sweden will
not be allowed to come to Iran until
the country’s government takes a
serious and effective measure to
deal with the continuous violation
of Islamic sanctities.”

He made the remarks a day after a
Sweden-based Iraqgi refugee dese-
crated the Muslim holy book during
a demonstration outside the Iraqi
embassy in Stockholm amid strict
protection provided by the police.
Amir Abdollahian referred to the
widespread protests that were
conducted across the country to
denounce the action as evidence
that the Iranian people will never
support any act of sacrilege against
the Quran.

The Swedish ambassador’s mis-
sion in Tehran, according to the top
Iranian diplomat, has ended. Based
on the presidential order, he said,
neither Iran nor Sweden will send
a new ambassador.

Accordingly, the new Swedish am-
bassador was scheduled to arrive
in Tehran within the next two days.
Amir Abdollahian argued that the
perpetrator of the sacrilege should
be dealt with by the Swedish gov-
ernment in a severe and effective
manner.

Speaking in a phone call with his
Swedish counterpart Tobias Bill-
strom on Friday, Iran’s chief dip-
lomat said that “desecration of the
Quran and other sacred texts of
divine religions is highly opposed
anywhere, by anybody, and under
any circumstances.”

Repeating similar crimes under the
guise of freedom of speech is intol-
erable, he stressed.

While Sweden claims to be a pio-
neer in upholding human rights,
how can it ignore the resolution of
the United Nations Human Rights
Council condemning the insult to
religious sanctities in less than 10
days? he asked his counterpart.
He said that in addition to denuncia-
tion, the perpetrator or perpetrators
of the wicked movement should
be detained and put on trial if this
happened to any of the Abrahamic
religions or other sacred texts.
Amir Abdollahian said the offend-
er has to be detained, brought to
justice, and made to answer for his
crimes.

Otherwise, he said, Sweden would
have to wait until the Islamic na-
tions make a final decision.

In yet another phone call with
Secretary-General of the Organiza-
tion of Islamic Cooperation (OIC)
Hissein Brahim Taha on Friday,
Amir Abdollahian asked the Muslim
world to stand united in their con-
demnation of Sweden.

The foreign minister called for an
urgent OIC conference to discuss
the repeat of the sacrilege against
the holy book in Sweden.

The OIC secretary general focused
on the steps the organization has
previously made in this respect
while denouncing the insult.
Also, in a phone call with his Ira-
gi counterpart, Fuad Hossein on
Thursday, Amir Abdollahian moved
to condemn the disgusting move.
In the same day, he also sent a
letter to Secretary General of the
United Nations Antonio Guterres,
saying, “The regrettable news of
the fresh desecration of the holy
Quran in Sweden has severely hurt
the feelings of the world’s Muslims
and followers of divine religions,
and the shock and worry caused by
such sacrilegious acts are spread-
ing,” Amir Abdollahian said in the
letter.

Hojatollah Abdolmaleki, the sec-
retary of Iran’s Free Zones High
Council, announced the desire
of Iraq to establish a joint free
zone with Iran and said the first
joint free zone of the two coun-
tries will be set up by the end of
the current Iranian calendar year
(March 20, 2024).

The prime minister of Iraq has
considered an area in lIrag’s
Wasit province near the Mehran
border for the creation of a joint
Iran-Iraq free zone, the studies
of which are underway, the of-
ficial announced.

Restating that the first joint free
trade zone between Iran and
Iraq will enter the operational
stage by the end of the year, he
added: “Iraqi investors are inter-

ested in exporting their goods
to other places in order to meet
their needs and develop trade
by passing through Iran and
accessing the Indian Ocean and
open waters from Iran’s free and
special economic zones.”

In an exclusive interview con-
ducted by the Tehran Times in
mid-June, the official said: “We
have negotiated to set up joint
zones with 18 neighboring and
non-neighboring countries.
These are the new generation of
free zones in the world.”

Most of the countries are neigh-
bors and some are non-neigh-
bors like China and Uzbekistan,
he added.

In relation to these zones, there
are two main things: First, the

rules of work for the entrepre-
neurs of the two countries will
be the same there; and second,
all laws of free zones will be ac-
cording to international stand-
ards, the official stated.
Meanwhile, exchanging land
and services is possible accord-
ing to the laws, he added.

First of all, this work is an im-
portant model in nullifying the
sanctions and secondly, it great-
ly facilitates the trade between
Iran and those countries, Abdol-
maleki further noted.

Three or four joint free zones
will probably be established by
the end of this year, the official
announced.

Abdolmaleki also negotiated
with the officials of the free trade

Uzbekistan about the establish-
ment of a joint free zone be-
tween the two countries, during
a two-day visit to Tashkent in
late April.

He participated in the interna-
tional investment meeting of
Uzbekistan, which was held in
the presence of the president
and other high-ranking officials
of this country and heads of in-
ternational and regional financial
organizations and institutions.
By visiting several free and spe-
cial zones of Uzbekistan, the
Iranian official discussed the
benefit and use of joint capaci-
ties and opportunities for invest-
ment and trade between the two
countries

The establishment of free trade
zones (FTZs) in Iran dates back
to the Iranian calendar year
1368 (March 1989 - March
1990) following the fall in the
country’s oil income in the
preceding year which prompt-
ed the government to promote
non-oil exports.

The first two free trade zones
of Iran were established in the
south of the country. The first
one was Kish Free Trade Zone
established in 1368 on Kish Is-
land in the Persian Gulf and the
second one was Qeshm Free
Trade Zone established the year
after on Qeshm lIsland in the
Strait of Hormuz.

Some five other free trade zones
have been also established in

Hindermg Iran to host World Maritime Day shows sanctions fatlure; PM0

ing Chabahar in southeastern
Sistan-Baluchestan  Province,
Arvand in southwestern Khuz-
estan Province, Anzali in north-
ern Gilan Province, Aras in
East-Azarbaijan Province and
Maku in West-Azarbaijan Prov-
ince, both in the northwest of
the country.

The development of existing free
trade zones and the establish-
ment of new FTZs has become
one of the major economic ap-
proaches of the Iranian govern-
ment.

Last December, the secretary
of the Free Zones High Council
said that this council is seeking
to modify the country’s free
trade zones (FTZ) comprehen-
sive law.

Speaking in a TV program, Ab-
dolmaleki said, “The good news
for the entrepreneurs of the
regions, both the current ones
and those who, God willing, will
soon join us, is that we are look-
ing for the modification of the
so-called comprehensive law.”
“The free zones have been rela-
tively successful, although they
also had failures; What is our
main goal is to guide the free
zones to that main path and
those goals that are considered
in the resistance economy are
the increase of exports and for-
eign investment and the transfer
of technology and also meeting
the country’s needs”, the official
stated.

Iran’s Ports and Maritime Organiza-
tion (PMO), in a statement published
on Saturday, condemned the actions
of the U.S. and UK governments for
hindering Iran to host the International
Maritime Organization (IMO) Parallel
Event of World Maritime Day.

Reuters announced on Thursday that
the United States has blocked Iran
from hosting the annual meeting of the
International Maritime Organization in
October this year. Reacting to this ac-
tion, Iranian Foreign Ministry spokes-
man Nasser Kanaani said on Friday
that the U.S. once again demonstrated
its “coercive and arrogant nature” by
hindering Iran to host the International
Maritime Organization conference.
Strongly condemning the U.S. move,
Kanaani said the American move, with
a support by Britian, showed that there
are no limits to the political exploitation
of technical and specialized institutions
of the United Nations by Washington,
even if it lessens the international cred-
ibility of these organizations.

Also, the following is the text of the
PMO statement reacting to this action:
“Statement of the Ports and Maritime
Organization (PMO) of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran regarding the Prevention

P.M.O

of IR Iran from Hosting IMO Parallel
Event of World Maritime Day”

The Ports and Maritime Organization
(PMO) as the duly authorized maritime
administration of the Islamic Republic
of Iran reacted against the actions of the
Governments of the United States and
United Kingdom in preventing the Ira-
nian hosting of the IMO Parallel Event
of World Maritime Day in 2023, and
declared in an official statement: “Such
an action is a clear sign of desperation
and pettiness of a few treacherous and
oppressive governments, and will not
weaken the resolve of the Iranian gov-
ernment and nation, and the port and
maritime community thereof, to par-
ticipate actively in IMO activities and
progress toward sea-based economy.”
According to the official news website

IMO

of the PMO, the above statements con-
tinued: “The hosting of the mentioned
event in October 2023 was cancelled
under the vain efforts of the Ameri-
can and British Governments, and the
support of a few western governments
foolishly following the U.S. Govern-
ment, under groundless accusations
that Iran intended to jeopardize mari-
time safety and security. That is while
Iran as a undisputed regional power
continuously strives to promote mar-
itime safety and security, and protect
the marine environment, as confirmed
and commended by the IMO in 2011.
The mentioned governments, however,
have always resorted to threats, intimi-
dation and even destructive operations,
whether in territorial and regional wa-
ters or high seas, in order to violate the

rights of this country to its vessels and
cargos, against international laws, and
disrupt such peaceful maritime com-
merce, while threatening safety and
security of the seafarers.

It is our firm belief that such illegal,
immoral and non-technical actions
led by two oppressive governments,
against an event of festivity and com-
mendation of seafarers and maritime
community, arises from their outra-
geous failures and fiascos in exerting
economic pressure and sanctions
against Iran, focusing on the petro-
leum and maritime industries, which
further proves their evil intentions and
desperation in the face of the honor-
able Iranian nation on one side, and
their manipulation and abuse of inter-
national specialized and technical or-
ganizations for their political agendas
on the other.

We are certain that such actions as a
clear sign of desperation and pettiness
of a few treacherous and oppressive
governments, will not weaken the re-
solve of the lranian government and
nation, and the port and maritime com-
munity thereof, to participate actively
in IMO activities and progress toward
sea-bhased economy.”

Herat hosting exhibition of Irantan, Afghan products

Ajoint exhibition of products made in Iran and Afghan-
istan kicked off in Afghanistan’s western city of Herat

on Friday.

Over 20 major lranian and Afghan producers are
showcasing their products and services in 22 booths
during the four-day exhibition, Fars News Agency re-

ported.

The opening ceremony of the exhibition was attended
by officials from both sides, including the organizer
of the exhibition Ali Khaksar, Iran’s Consul General in
Herat Mohammad Sedigifar, and Deputy Head of Herat
Chamber of Commerce and Industry Ahmad Saeed

Sideqi.

Speaking to the press in the opening ceremony, Khak-
sar said the economics of Iran and Afghanistan are
complementary and, in this regard, Iran seeks to set
up production lines in Afghanistan to jointly produce
the commodities needed by the Afghan market.

As reported, household appliances, foodstuff, steel,
and petrochemical products are some of the com-
modity groups being showcased in this exhibition.

annually.

food industry, etc.

Introducing the Iranian industrialists to their Afghan
counterparts can be an effective way to develop trade
exchanges between the two countries, Ahmad Saeed
Sideqi said on the sidelines of the exhibition.

Sedigifar for his part said the expansion of trade be-
tween Iran and Afghanistan benefits the two countries.
According to official statistics, the value of trade be-
tween Iran and Afghanistan has reached $2 billion

Back in June, Hamidreza Karbalaie Esmaili, the head
of the Iranian Trade Promotion Organization (TPO)’s
Afghan desk, traveled to Afghanistan to sign several
important agreements for the development of trade
relations between the two countries.

Esmaili’s visit to Afghanistan was aimed at improving
trade relations between the two neighbors in the fields
of technical and engineering services, pharmaceuti-
cals and medical equipment, petrochemical products,

During the visit, Esmaili met and held talks with the
economic, commercial, and medical officials of the

country, including the acting minister of public health,
first deputy of the chamber of commerce and invest-
ment, director general of Afghanistan customs, deputy
and senior advisor to the acting minister of trade, con-
sul general of Iran in Herat, border guard commission-
er, and director general of Dogharoun customs.

Following the talks, the two sides reached initial agree-
ments for holding joint exhibitions and completing

several infrastructure projects while deciding to begin

negotiations on a preferential trade agreement and ex-
panding customs cooperation.

During the talks, the parties prepared a list of 10 com-
modity items for the implementation of the first phase
of the preferential trade agreement. The number of
items will be increased in the near future.

Also, agreements were made regarding the formation
of a joint industrial zone at the two countries’ border,
with energy infrastructure being supplied by Iran and

the investment for establishing the zone being provid-

ed by Afghan businessmen in collaboration with the
Iranian private sector.
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In a pole arranged by the
Israeli media Channel 13
about the public support of
the decision made by army
pilots to suspend their ser-
vice in reserve units, over
37 precent of voters sup-
ported the strike.

On the other side, nearly 57
precent of those participat-
ed were against the refusal.
Answering another question
about the cancelation of
the arguments put forward
by the opposition to avoid
the approval of the judicial
reforms, 41 precent vot-
ed against and 36 precent
voted for. According to the
poles, generally speaking,
the opposition still has the
highest votes in a given
elections and its leader out-
numbers the current PM in
term of supporters.

The Last Democrat Stand-
ing

The  ex-ambassador  of
the Israel to Washington
warned today that the cur-
rent president of the U.S.,
Joe Biden, could be the last
Democrat who supports
Israel. He said that unfortu-
nately, the relations between
the U.S. and Israel today are
more similar to the Obama
era.

“I know Biden quite well. |
also know his senior staff.
They are supporters of Isra-
el and advocate our histori-
cal unity.

They care a lot about our
security, but we have de-
scended to the point which
resembles the Obama era.
This is worrying.

Biden is a man who cares
about Israel in his heart and
the Jew community support
him as well. He is on the
verge of the 2024 elections,
but he is not doing well. The
fear that someone else from
his party would rise and re-
place him is real.

They say he is the last Dem-
ocrat supporting Israel”, the
ex-ambassador said. Mean-
while, an Israeli media also
describe the phone call be-
tween Biden and Netanyahu
as a ladder which was given
to the Israeli PM as a last
chance and he decided to
screw it.

In an article titled “From
Quds to Washington: Netan-
yahu was given a ladder to
climb down from the tree,
but he decided to climb
up further more”, the au-
thor claimed that the last
week’s famous phone call,
the wave of refusals of ar-
my’s reservists, escalating
demonstrations, Gantz's of-
fer, and many other things
could help Netanyahu to
come back to the earth, but
the PM decided to keep as-
cending.

Later into the day, a group
of tens of commanders and
reserve officers of the secu-
rity community announced
they will support army and
reserve units against the
decision of refusers and
scheduled a demonstration
in front of the residence of
Galant, Israeli Minister of
War. The wave of refusals
within reserve units of the
army, especially in the air
force, has created a deep
gap amongst the army’s
personnel, casting doubt
over the functionality of the
structure under a critical cir-
cumstance like a war.
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‘Harmonica’ to
go on screen at
Venice Interna-
tional Film Fes-
tival

Iranian film ‘Harmonica’
by Amir Naderi will be
screened in the 80th edi-
tion of the Venice Interna-
tional Film Festival in Italy.
Written and directed by
Amir Naderi and produced
in 1974, ‘Harmonica’ is
part of the Venice Clas-
sics program of the 80th
Venice International Film
Festival.

The film is set on the sun-
drenched southern coast
of Iran. It is about a young
boy who receives a musi-
cal present from abroad.
Fascinated and envious,
his friends make him to the
leader of the pack, as they
compete for the privilege
of holding the harmoni-
ca or even blowing a few
notes. No one is more ob-
sessed than Amiru, gentle
and heavy-set, who seems
willing to do anything to
get close to the harmonica
and its owner.

Mehdi ~ Javadi, Abbas
Pourahadi, Jomeh Vafab-
akhsh, Mahmoud Vafab-
akhsh, Shahla Darvishi,
Masoud Goudarzi are the
cast of the film.

Venice Classics is the sec-
tion that since 2012 has
presented world premiere
screenings at the Venice
Film Festival of a selection
of the best restorations of
film classics carried out
over the past year by film
archives, cultural institu-
tions and production com-
panies around the world.
‘One from the Heart’ by
Francis Ford Coppola,
‘Profundo Carmesi” (Deep
Crimson) by Arturo Rip-
stein, ‘Andrei Rublev’ by
Andrei  Tarkovsky, ‘The
Exorcist’ by William Fried-
kin, ‘King and Country’ by
Joseph Losey, ‘Tini zabu-
tych predkiv’ (Shadows
of Forgotten Ancestors)
by Sergei Parajanov, and
‘Les Créatures (The Crea-
tures) by Agnes Varda are
among the films that will
be screened at the Venice
Classics program of the
festival.

Tazieh  perfor-
mances capti-
vating audienc-
es nationwide

Several cities across the
country are playing host
to performances of tazieh,
Iranian passion play, dur-
ing the first ten days of the
lunar month of Muharram,
which began on Wednes-
day.

Tazieh is based on the
Ashura culture and the
brave war and martyrdom
of Imam Hussein (AS). Itis
a religious play dated back
to the 9th-century.
Performers are always
male, and female roles are
played by men, most of
whom are amateurs who
gain their living through
other means but perform
for spiritual rewards.
Tazieh was registered on
UNESCO’s List of the In-
tangible Cultural Heritage
of Humanity in November
2010.
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TEDPIX drops
33,000 points
on Saturday

TEDPIX, the main index of Tehran
Stock Exchange (TSE), dropped
33,281 points to 1.983 million on
Saturday, which is the first day of
Iranian calendar week. As reported,
over 7.436 billion securities worth
43.419 trillion rials (about $91 mil-

lion) were traded at the TSE.

TSE is one of the four Iranian stock
exchanges, and the most impor-
tant one. The other three ones are
Iran Mercantile Exchange (IME),
Iran Energy Exchange (IRENEX),
and Iran’s over-the-counter (OTC)
market, known as Iran Fara Bourse
(IFB).

Everything y

Meta’s Threads app, which shares a
similar format with Twitter and is widely
seen as Elon Musk’s most significant
competition since the billionaire took
over the social media platform, was
launched Wednesday evening in a sur-
prise announcement.

Key Takeaways

e Meta CEO Mark Zuckerberg an-
nounced Wednesday morning that
Threads had already garnered 30 mil-
lion signups, less than 24 hours after
users of Meta-owned Instagram were
able to start opening accounts.

* Those signups include massive names
like Winfrey, Kim, Kourtney and Khloe
Kardashian, Kylie Jenner, Newsom,
Brady, the Dalia Lama, Jennifer Lopez,
Shakira, Gordon Ramsay, Michael Stra-
han and Ellen DeGeneres.

e To put that into perspective it took
Facebook 852 days to reach 10 million
users while Twitter reached that mark in
780 days.

e Unlike other Twitter rivals like Mas-
todon—which has a complex sign-up
process—or Bluesky—which requires
invites—Threads allows users to sign
up for the app and populate their profile
and follow lists using their Instagram
account.

* Twitter CEO Elon Musk—who has re-
cently been critical of Meta and Zuck-

Source:
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Threads, an
\nstagram app
Share ideas & trends with text

erberg—reacted to Threads’ launch by
implying that the app was nothing but a
copy-paste of Twitter’s design.

« Twitter is apparently now threatening
to sue Meta.

Instagram, the photo and video sharing
behemoth from Meta, has set its sight
on expanding its social network’s ca-
pabilities. Meet Instagram Threads — a
new stand-alone app designed to create

know about |

a more immersive and interactive space
for sharing text updates and joining
public discussions.

So what is it?

Threads is a distinct app created by the

nstaoram Threads

Instagram team. While Instagram pri-
marily connects users through photos
and videos, Threads seeks to bring the
same level of engagement to text up-
dates. The app aims to offer a separate,
inclusive space for real-time updates
and public conversations. Users can
share posts up to 500 characters long,
with the ability to include links, photos,
and videos up to 5 minutes in length.
How do | get started?

Starting with Threads is as simple as
logging in with your Instagram ac-
count. Your Instagram username and
verification will carry over, and you can
customise your profile specifically for
Threads. For users under 16 (or under
18 in certain countries), profiles will de-
fault to private when they join Threads.
The same suite of accessibility features
available on Instagram today are also
enabled on Threads, including screen
reader support and Al-generated image
descriptions.

Is Threads safe?

Safety remains a priority for Threads,
with Instagram’s Community Guide-
lines enforced on content and interac-
tions within the app. Since 2016, over
$16 hillion has been invested in protect-
ing users across Instagram’s products,
and these safety measures extend to
Threads.

Peak electricity consumption in Iran is expected to surpass 72,500 mega-
watts (MW) in the coming days due to the increasing temperature across
the country, Iranian Energy Ministry’s Spokesman for Electricity Industry
Mostafa Rajabi Mashhadi said on Saturday.

“Last weekend, we had an increase in temperature in some parts of the coun-
try, and this trend is still continuing,” Rajabi Mashhadi told IRNA.

He called on people and industries to manage their electricity consumption in
the coming days in order to prevent any disruption in the electricity network.
The official also announced that the Energy Ministry is implementing a pro-
gram based on which all subscribers whose consumption is less than the

figure for their previous year’s same period will be rewarded with discounts
on their electricity bills.
Earlier this month, Iranian Energy Minister Ali-Akbar Mehrabian said the
electricity consumption in the country broke the last year’s record by more
than 3,000 MW this year.
“The amount of electricity consumption has been 6,000 megawatts more
than the same period last year and 3,000 megawatts more than last year’s
record,” the minister said.
Mehrabian said the consumption is expected to increase even further as the
temperature is foreseen to go higher.

Over 2,700 tons of honey produced m Chaharma-
hal-Bakhtiar m a year

As announced by a provincial official,
2,715 tons of honey were produced in
Chaharmahal-Bakhtiari province during
the past Iranian calendar year 1401 (end-
ed on March 20).

Soheyla Askari, the director for poultry
and honeybee affairs in the province’s
Agriculture Department, also said that it
is expected that this year honey produc-
tion will increase up to 4,000 tons due to
the weather and proper vegetation.
Referring to the advantage of the prov-
ince’s honey compared to other prov-
inces, Askari said: “Suitable vegetation,
favorable pollination, the presence of rich
and valuable genetic potential in Iranian
native breeds and compatible with the
province’s environmental conditions,
Chaharmahal-Bakhtiari honey is pro-
duced with high quality.”

As announced by the head of the bee
research department of Animal Science

Research Institute of Iran (ASRI), Iran
produced 136,000 tons of honey in the
past Iranian calendar year 1401 (ended
on March 20).

Naser Taj-Abadi said that this amount of
honey production is high, while many
factors affect production growth.
Taj-Abadi has said that according to the
strategic document that was compiled
and unveiled in the Iranian calendar year
1397 (March 2018-March 2019), honey
production in the country is planned to
increase by four percent each year.

It should be noted that this document
has considered 15 percent growth in the
production of some products of the bee-
keeping industry, such as royal jelly and
propolis, he added.

As previously announced by the chair-
man of the Agriculture Committee of Iran
Chamber of Cooperatives (ICC), Iran ex-
ports honey to 22 countries around the

world.

Arsalan Qasemi put the country’s value of
honey export at $5.6 million.

He named China, Bahrain, Kuwait, Qatar,
Oman, Germany, Britain, Canada, Hong
Kong, Australia, Indonesia, Malaysia,
Irag, and Lebanon as the most important
export destinations of Iranian honey.
According to the latest census of the
country’s apiaries by the Agriculture Min-
istry, the production of honey is 136,000
tons in the country, a board member
of the Iran Beekeepers Association an-
nounced.

Mohammad Fekri said that with produc-
ing 30,000 tons of honey per annum,
West Azarbaijan province supplies more
than 22 percent of the country’s annual
honey, East Azarbaijan, Fars, Ardebil and
Kermanshah provinces come next, and
about 43 percent of the honey is pro-
duced in other provinces.

Head of Iran’s Planning and Budget
Organization (PBO) Davoud Manzour
has said several articles are foreseen
in the Seventh National Development
Plan (2022-2026) for reforming the
country’s budget bill in the coming
years. Speaking to the press after a
Parliament committee meeting for
reviewing the seventh NDP, Manzour
said various issues have been dis-
cussed in this regard including the
necessity of deciding on the comple-
tion or abandonment of the country’s
semi-finished infrastructure projects
to manage their budget, Mehr News
Agency reported. “Proposals were
made to hand over semi-finished pro-
jects to non-governmental sectors
in order to complete such projects
or halt them; but considering that a
final conclusion was not reached in
this regard, it was decided to discuss
the issue in a separate specialized
committee meeting,” Manzour said.
There were also discussions about
the policies related to bank facilities
and creating commitments for the
non-governmental sector under the
budget law, he added.

Budoet structure to be
reformed in 7th NI]P

The official further mentioned the
discussions about oil incomes and
how to direct such revenues to the
production sector, saying: “One of
the disagreements between the gov-
ernment and the parliament is how to
make oil resources more productive.
In other words, how to use the ca-
pacities of the private sector so that
we can develop new oil fields or im-
prove the existing fields.”

“Some of the suggestions we gave
about the use of private sector ca-
pacity in the existing fields were
approved in the meeting. Also, re-
garding the new fields, there were
differences of opinion, and it was
decided to re-submit a joint proposal
to the respected specialized commit-
tee,” Manzour explained.

“In terms of how oil resources and
revenues from oil sales should be
considered in the budget bill, the
government had a clear proposal
that was decided to be discussed
in a technical committee due to the
issues that the representatives had
with the proposal,” the PBO head
added.
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