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Chinese Foreign Ministry spokes-
person Wang Wenbin has criticized
the U.S. for withdrawing from the
2015 Iran nuclear deal, saying that
Beijing will continue to work toward
resolving issues related to the tat-
tered deal.

The remarks come amid stalled
talks over reviving the deal, official-
ly knowns as the Joint Comprehen-
sive Plan of Action (JCPOA).

“The reason for the current situ-
ation surrounding Iran’s nuclear
issue is that the United States uni-
laterally withdrew from the JCPOA
and put Iran under the most severe
pressure,” Wenbin said at a regular
press conference on Friday, accord-
ing to IRNA.

He stated that the nature of UN Se-
curity Council Resolution 2231 is
the implementation of the JCPOA
and emphasized that Iran has taken
appropriate countermeasures.
“The current priority of the rele-
vant parties is to restore the full
and effective implementation of
the JCPOA through dialogue and
negotiation,” the spokesperson
continued.

The diplomat also pointed out the
importance of preventing any action
that would lead to the escalation of
the situation and the exacerbation
of contradictions, in order to create
conditions for diplomatic efforts.
“China will continue to interact and
coordinate with the relevant parties,
help to quickly return the JCPOA
to the right track, maintain the au-
thority and effectiveness of Security
Council Resolution 2231, and ad-
vance the political-diplomatic set-
tlement of the Iran nuclear issue,”
Wenbin said.

The remarks come after the UN
Security Council held a meeting on
the implementation of UN Securi-
ty Council 2231 on Thursday with
the participation of Ukraine. This is
while the meeting was supposed
to be held in June when the United
Arab Emirates was the president of
the Council. The meeting was post-
poned and ultimately held in July,
when the Council’s presidency is
assigned to the UK.

In the Thursday meeting, Russia
and the U.S. clashed over Iran and
Ukraine. Also, the UN political af-
fairs chief Rosemary DiCarlo told
the meeting that diplomacy is the
only way to effectively address the
Iranian nuclear issue.

The Under-Secretary-General for
Political and Peacebuilding Affairs
regretted that negotiations to re-
store the JCPOA remain stalled
even though all participants, includ-
ing the U.S., have reaffirmed that “a
return to the full and effective im-
plementation of the Plan” was the
only viable option.

She reiterated the Secretary-Gener-
al’'s appeal to the U.S. to lift or waive
its sanctions and to extend waivers
regarding the trade in oil with Iran.
The UK, France, and Germany put
out a joint statement to the media
after the UK-chaired session on
Iran’s implementation of Resolution
2231.

They leveled a bunch of accusa-
tions against Iran, including vio-
lation of the JCPOA, which is en-
dorsed by Resolution 2231. “Iran
has been in violation of its nuclear
commitments under the Joint Com-
prehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA),
endorsed by Resolution 2231, for
more than four years and its nu-
clear program has escalated to
dangerous levels. This is of utmost
concern for international peace and
security,” they claimed.
Meanwhile, Iran criticized the UK
for inviting Ukraine to the meeting.
“We would like to state our position
clearly and on the record regarding
the participation of the represent-
ative of the Republic of Ukraine in
today’s meeting, under the agenda
item of non-proliferation, and fo-
cusing on the implementation of
the Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action (JCPOA),” Saied Iravani,
Iran’s ambassador to the UN, said.

Transit of oods via Golestan province rises 27% in a quarter on vear

Transit of commaodities through
Golestan province, in the north-
east of Iran, rose 257 percent
during the first three months
of the current Iranian calendar
year (March 21-June 21), as
compared to the same period of
time in the past year, a provincial
official announced.

Shahriyar Shahriyari, the di-
rector-general of the province’s
Customs Department, said that
16,000 tons of goods were
transited via the province in the
three-month period.

As previously announced by the
Islamic Republic of Iran Cus-
toms Administration  (IRICA),
3.5 million tons of commodities
were transited through the coun-

Solar parks to be set up m each province this Iranian vear

struction of solar power plants with
4,000 megawatts capacity in the past
year, will be also held this year.
Regarding the follow-up of the con-
struction of renewable power plants
in the new year, the official said that
a plan for the construction of renew-
able power plants was announced by
the minister of energy at the begin-
ning of the 13th government, and in
1401 (past Iranian year), the neces-
sary preparations for the implemen-
tation of this plan have been followed
up and some measures have been
taken in this due.

In early February, the official an-
nounced that the capacity of Iran’s re-
newable power plants reached 1,020
megawatts (MW) with the 10-MW
Pasargad Solar Farm of Damghan
coming into operation.

Making the remarks on the sidelines
of inaugurating the mentioned solar
farms in Damghan County, in central
Semnan province, Kamani said: “This

2024).

country.

The head of Iran’s Renewable Energy
and Energy Efficiency Organization
(SATBA) said that solar parks will be
established in every province in the
country during the current Iranian
calendar year (ends on March 20,

Mahmoud Kamani said that these
parks will be set up with the aim of
renewable energy development in the

The official put the current capacity

try during the first three months
of the current year.

As reported, the figure shows a
7.86-percent fall as compared
to the first three months of the
past year.

As previously announced by the
Iranian deputy transport min-
ister, 10.8 million tons of com-
modities were transited through
the country in the past Iranian
calendar year 1401 (ended on
March 20).

Shahriyar Afandizadeh also an-
nounced that Iran registered a
new record high with the transit
of 8.3 million tons of non-oil
goods in 1401, adding that 2.5
million tons of oil products were
also transited via the country in

dar year.

of Iran’s renewable power plants at
1,070 megawatts (MW).

He has also previously announced
the construction of 110,000 so-
lar power plants with a capacity of
five kilowatts (KW) for low-income
groups in the current Iranian calen-

Kamani said that the tender for the
construction of solar power plants
with a capacity of 2,200 megawatts,
left over from the plan for the con-

the previous year.

“Considering the transit of 7.5
million tons of non-oil goods in
1400, we have seen a 10.7-per-
cent growth in the transit of this
type of goods in 1401 compared
to the previous year”, the official
said.

“In 1401, we witnessed impor-
tant developments and achieve-
ments in the strategic and op-
erational areas of the country’s
transit, whose definitive effects
will be seen gradually and stead-
ily on the growth of transit from
the country in 1402 and the
coming years”, the deputy trans-
port minister further highlighted.
Afandizadeh then explained: “In
line with the activation and de-

velopment of the North-South
International Transport Corridor,
in a tripartite meeting in last Sep-
tember between the high-rank-
ing officials of our country and
the Russian Federation and the
Republic of Azerbaijan in Baku,
while aiming to achieve the tran-
sit of 15 million tons of goods
through this corridor by 2030,
agreements were reached in the
field of strengthening the coop-
eration of the three countries in
joint investment and financing,
the completion and develop-
ment of key infrastructures and
their exploitation, especially the
construction of the Rasht-As-
tara railway line, facilitating
cross-border traffic of goods
and increasing the quality and
quantity of this traffic”, adding
that the implementation of these
agreements is being followed
up.

He went on to say, “One of the
most important events last year
was Iran’s full membership in
the Shanghai Cooperation Or-
ganization (SCO). In a short
period of time after the meet-
ing of the heads of Shanghai in
September 1401 in Samarkand,
the first six-party meeting of the
transport ministers of Iran and
the countries of Central Asia, in
addition to Russia and Azerbai-
janwas held in Tehran in October
1401 with the goal of achieving
20-million tons of annual transit
between Iran and Central Asian
countries, as an area with a very

power plant has a special feature as  Iran.

it can generate electricity from the
reflection of sunlight. This feature
makes its generation efficiency high-
er, which means it will have a 40-per-

cent increase in efficiency”.

“It is hoped that by setting up other
renewable power plants, we will soon
be able to implement the 10,000-MW
renewable power plant program”, the
head of SATBA stated.

Iranian Energy Ministry has put it on
the agenda to add 10,000 MW to the
capacity of the country’s renewable
power plants by the end of the cur-
rent government administration (Au-
gust 2025).

Considering the fact that the coun-
try’s renewable power generation ca-
pacity stood at about 800 MW when
the current government took office in
August 2021, the mentioned increase
in renewable energy capacity would
mean a 13-fold rise.

Back in January 2022, the Energy
Ministry and some of the country’s
private contractors signed memo-
randums of understanding (MOU)
for cooperation in the construction of
new renewable power plants across

Renewables, including hydropower,
account for nearly seven percent of
the country’s total energy generation,
versus natural gas’ 90 percent share.

high role and importance in east-
west and north-south transit, es-
pecially after the recent regional
and international developments,
which was approved by the
members.”

This year, the issue of transit
and playing a role in major pro-
grams such as those related to
China’s Belt and Road Initiative,
Shanghai Cooperation Organi-
zation, Economic Cooperation
Organization (ECO), and Eura-
sian Economic Union (EAEU) is
one of the main priorities of the
Transport Ministry in developing
transport relations with regional
and extra-regional target coun-
tries, the deputy transport min-
ister noted.

After seven years of reduction
in the transit of goods from the
country, the growth path of tran-
sit resumed in the past Iranian
calendar year 1400 (ended on
March 20, 2022) and with the
passage of 12.65 million tons of
goods through Iran, a growth of
68 percent was achieved.

The policy of paying attention
to neighbors and developing
political and economic relations
with neighboring countries in the
current government, increasing
attention to road and rail routes
in the world, and the efforts and
cooperation of transportation
and trade-related organizations
in establishing or activating cor-
ridors through the country has
led to significant growth in tran-
sit of goods through Iran.

2,000 b of lands under greenhouse cultivation in Iran

The director of the Agriculture Ministry’s Green-
house Development Program announced that
23,000 hectares of lands are under greenhouse
cultivation throughout the country.

Mehdi Lotfi-Zadeh also said that 150,000 hectares
of new greenhouses are planned to be set up in the
country during a five-year program based on the
Seventh National Development Plan.

As stated by the deputy agriculture minister, the  Plan.

development of greenhouse cultivation is a major
policy of the Agriculture Ministry.

In this regard, several projects have been defined
and introduced to the banks, and as soon as the
notification is made, the projects will receive facili-
ties and their implementation will begin, the official

added.

In recent years, the water crisis has caused serious
challenges in Iran’s agriculture sector.

To solve this problem, several solutions, including
the implementation of pressurized irrigation pro-
jects and greenhouse cultivation, have been em-
phasized by experts and officials in this sector.

Iranian Agriculture Ministry’s Greenhouse Devel-
opment Program is one of the priority projects of
this ministry which aims at increasing productivity,
efficiency, and water consumption management in
the agriculture sector.
The program was approved in the Iranian calendar
year 1395 (which ended on March 20, 2017) under
the framework of the National Resilient Economy

The development of the country’s agricultural parks
and greenhouses not only is going to create new
job opportunities but also increases the country’s
non-oil exports and helps preserve the environ-
ment and the national water and soil resources.

Cultivation in the controlled space of the green-
house will have an average of 10 times higher yield
per unit area than outdoor cultivation due to suita-
ble environmental conditions.
For example, in the case of cucumber, each square
meter in the greenhouse will have a production
capacity of 20 kilograms of cucumber, while com-
pared to an outdoor production, the production

capacity of one square meter of arable land will be
much lower and about two kilograms.

Significant reduction in water consumption in
modern greenhouses is in fact the major advantage

of greenhouse cultivation.

In greenhouse cultivation, due to the closed envi-
ronment, water loss through various evaporation
ways is greatly reduced. Also, through mechanized

irrigation methods such as irrigation canvas and

irrigation tape, water consumption is minimized.

Increased control over pests, weeds, and diseases
is the other advantage of greenhouse cultivation.

In greenhouse cultivation, due to accurate moni-
toring and control of pests and diseases, especially
the use of biological control methods and a sharp
reduction in the use of chemical pesticides, we will
see an increase in product quality, that will lead to

the popularity of the product in the market and in-

come.

crease export capability.
As a result, along with preserving the soil and en-
vironment, we will see good foreign currency in-

10-km-Long
Feast

On Friday, a celebration was
held across 10 kilometers
length from Imam Hossein
Square to Azadi Square in
Tehran, marking Eid al-Ghadir.
The Municipality of Tehran
embellished the street by
illuminating squares, install-
ing decorative elements, and
lighting alleyways and thor-
oughfares.

Cultural, art, and entertain-
ment programs were held.
People were served food and
pastries.

Large celebrations were also
held in other cities across the
country.

Eid al-Ghadir is a source of
unity for the Islamic nation.
The event is the day on which
Imam Ali (AS), the first Imam
of the Shia, was appointed
as successor to Prophet Mu-
hammad (S).

On the way back home from
Hajj in 632, which is known
as the Farewell Pilgrimage,
Muhammad (S) asked for a
stop in a region called Ghadir
Khum, where in his sermon,
he announced his cousin Ali
(AS) as his successor and
first Imam shortly before his
death based on a revelation
from God.

Afterward, two tents were
pitched, in one of which Mus-
lims congratulated the Proph-
et (S) for his excellent choice
and, in the other one, Mus-
lims from all tribes gave their
allegiance to Ali (AS). One of
the Muslims was Hazrat Fa-
tima (SA), the wife of Imam
Ali (AS) and daughter of the
Prophet (S).

Some 1,300 service provision
stations were set up on the
10-kilometer route, including
food and drinking as well as
cultural bases.

With the arrangements made,
a special bus route was
planned for entertainment
games for children and teen-
agers as well as families.
There were also stages in
the main squares of the city,
and various songs and pro-
grams were presented on
these stages. Four big stages
were set up in Imam Hossein,
Ferdowsi, Engelab, and Azadi
squares. Special programs
were held for children and
teenagers and some 500,000
flowers  were distributed
among people. Moreover,
flower arrangements were
made along the route.
Representation of the Ghadir
event, lighting, and holding
a special celebration for chil-
dren were among other pro-
grams.

Also, lighting programs and
firecracker celebrations were
implemented at 100 points of
this 10-km route.

The greatest Eid of God
Leader of the Islamic Revo-
lution Ayatollah Ali Khamenei
has said the regulation of gov-
ernment, power, and ruling in
the Islamic community was
determined by Ghadir. This is
the significance of Ghadir.
“No doubt, the day of Eid
al-Ghadir is an extremely
important day. The impor-
tance of this Eid--the most
important Eid based on the
Shia narrations-- relies on its
theme: wilayah [governance].
It could be said that the goal
of all the efforts made by the
prophet Muhammad and
other prophets and religious
figures was to establish the
wilayah of God.”
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Parliaments of
Islamic states
should decisively
act against Israel,
MP says

Iranian  lawmaker  Abolfazl
Amouei has called on the parlia-
ments of the Islamic countries
to discuss the desecration of
the holy Quran and Israel’s at-
tack against the Jenin camp in
their next meeting.

Amouei made the suggestion
in a message to Mouhamed
Khouraichi Niass, the Secre-
tary-General of the Parliamen-
tary Union of the OIC member
states.

“As you know, today, the Is-
lamic world is facing emerging
challenges that emphasize the
need for unity and convergence
of Islamic countries,” he said
in the message, adding, “The
insulting action of the Swedish
police in issuing permission
to desecrate the Holy Quran,
which was done under the
pretext of freedom of speech
and with the aim of spreading
anti-Islamism and violence, is
an open insult to Islamic sancti-
ties and a violation of one of the
fundamental and obvious prin-
ciples of human rights, which is
the principle of respect for reli-
gious and heavenly values. This
matter has been agreed upon
internationally in Article 19 of
the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights.”

He pointed out that the recent
encroachments of the Zionist
usurper regime on the Jenin
camp and the martyrdom and
injury of defenseless Palestin-
ian women and children and
the destruction of residential
buildings and houses in this city
make it necessary to take im-
mediate and practical measures
by the international community,
especially by the parliaments
of Islamic countries. He said
these measures should be tak-
en to force this usurper regime
to stop its crimes against the
oppressed Palestinian nation,
according to IRIB News.
“Without a doubt, such violent
and extremist actions, which are
in conflict with humane, moral
standards and violate interna-
tional laws and resolutions,
require a firmer determination
of Islamic countries for greater
unity and integration around
supporting the rights of the
oppressed Palestinian nation in
self-defense,” he continued.
Amouei said, “l suggest that
these two issues be discussed
in a special way in the agenda
of the meeting in front of the Ex-
ecutive Committee of the Union
of Parliaments of the Member
States of the Organization of Is-
lamic Cooperation (PUIC).”
Also, the Iran-Palestine Par-
liamentary  Friendship  Group
issued a statement on the situ-
ation in Palestine in light of the
Israeli aggression against the
Jenin camp.

The group condemned the
recent crimes of the Zionist
regime in Jenin and the West
Bank and considered it a proof
of resistance as the only way to
free the Palestinian nation.
“The crimes of the Zionist apart-
heid regime in the West Bank
and in Jenin are another proof
of the legitimacy of the Palestin-
ian nation in its all-out struggle
against this regime and the truth
of resistance, as the only way to
liberate the Palestinian nation
and defeat any compromise and
reliance on the normalization of
relations with this temporary
fake regime,” the statement
said.
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Discover what makes tomatoes so good
for you, from their vitamin and mineral
content to their important contribution of
a compound called lycopene

Although often considered a vegetable,
the tomato is actually a fruit that belongs
to the nightshade family, along with au-
bergines, peppers and potatoes. They
come in a range of sizes and varieties
from small cherry to large beefsteak.
Traditionally, red in colour, you can also
get tomatoes in yellow, green, purple,
orange and variegated colours.
Nutritional benefits

An 809 serving of tomatoes (raw) pro-
vides:

11 Kcal / 49 KJ

0.49 Protein

0.1g Fat

2.4g Carbohydrates

0.8g Fibre

178mg Potassium

279mcg Carotene

18mg Vitamin C

Top 5 health benefits

1. May keep your heart healthy

An 80g serving of tomatoes provides
about 5% of an adult’s daily potassium
needs. Consuming foods rich in potas-
sium is associated with lower rates of
stroke and may be associated with lower
rates of heart disease.

Tomatoes also contain a compound
called lycopene, which gives them their
red colour, there is growing research
into lycopene and its health properties
including its potential for reducing the
risk of cardiovascular disease.

intl. furniture
exhibition

€202 ‘6 Ainr ‘Aepung

Tehran hosting

The 32nd International Export-Special-
ized Exhibition of Furniture Industry
(HOFEX 2023) kicked off at the Tehran
Permanent International Fairgrounds
on Wednesday, the portal of Tran
Chamber of Commerce, Industries,
Mines and Agriculture (TCCIMA) re-
ported. The opening ceremony of the
four-day exhibition was attended by

senior industry officials including the
TCCIMA Head Mahmoud Najafi Arab.
More than 221 domestic companies
active in various fields including clas-
sic furniture, modern and comfort fur-
niture, children’s and youth furniture,
sleeping goods, office furniture, parti-
tions, and counters are participating in
this exhibition.

Some health benefits of tomatoes

2. May protect the eyes

Tomatoes contain a group of phyto-
chemicals called carotenoids, these
include lycopene, lutein and beta-caro-
tene. These compounds are important
to maintain eye health and may protect
against age-related macular degenera-
tion and other eye diseases.

3. May support healthy skin

The carotenoids found in plants, in-
cluding tomatoes, may help prevent UV
damage in humans. However, this is not
to say you won't burn if you eat lots of
tomatoes — it’s still important to follow
guidelines and be careful in the sun to
avoid UV damage.

Research suggests that processing and
cooking tomatoes can increase their
nutritional value, in particular, their anti-
oxidant properties and our ability to ac-
cess their lycopene compounds. Eating
tomatoes along-with a source of fat such
as an olive oil dressing helps us absorb
these protective carotenoids. It's also
worth bearing in mind that much of the
carotenoid content is found in the skin of
the fruit so eating them whole can be the
most beneficial

4. May support blood clotting and
wound healing

Tomatoes are a good source of vitamin K
which is necessary for blood clotting and
wound healing. There is also increasing
evidence that vitamin K may be of benefit
in bone and cardiovascular health too.

5. May help reduce menopausal symp-
toms

A 2015 study by the Nutrition Journal

found that tomato juice intake appeared
to help alleviate some menopausal
symptoms such as anxiety, resting en-
ergy expenditure and heart rate.

6. Tomatoes Help Prevent Cancer
According to the American Institute for
Cancer Research, lycopene in tomatoes
could be responsible for the fruit’s an-
ticancer properties (1). Lycopene is an
antioxidant in the carotenoid family. Its
potent antioxidant properties have
been found to neutralize

free radicals that are

generated in Ou
bodies  due
to various
reasons.
Even
labo-
ratory
stud-
ies
show
that
to -
mato
com-
ponents
have pre-
vented  the
proliferation  of
several cancer cell
types.

7. Tomatoes Regulate Blood Pres-
sure

The lycopene in tomatoes has also
shown to reduce blood pressure (6).
Tomatoes are also rich in potassium, a

mineral known to lower blood pressure
levels (7). This is because potassium re-
duces the effects of sodium. In fact, the
more potassium you consume, the more
sodium you lose through urine.

8. Tomatoes Aid Weight Loss

As per a Chinese study, tomato juice
can significantly reduce body

weight, body fat, and
waist circumference
(13). It

can lower cho
lesterol levels that
can contribute to weight
gain. Apart from being a great

By:
source of antioxidants, tomatoes are
also rich in fiber and are low in calories.
Hence, they promote satiety and even re-
duce calorie intake, thereby helping with
weight loss.

Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi, on Thursday, inaugurated the sec-
ond section of the Tehran-Shomal Freeway in a ceremony attended
by the Minister of Transport and Urban Development Mehrdad Bazr-
pash.Over 170 trillion rials (about $337.8 million) has been invested
to complete this 15.5-kilometer freeway section, IRNA reported.
The construction project includes the creation of nine bridges and 17
tunnels with a total length of 19.7 kilometers.

Speaking at the inauguration ceremony, Raisi said the project could
save people’s time and cost and it plays a significant role in reduc-
ing road accidents.As reported, with the project going operation-

Iranian Oil Minister Javad Oji who traveled
to Vienna to attend the 8th OPEC Interna-
tional Seminar, held talks with several en-
ergy officials on the sidelines of the event
to pursue the Islamic Republic’s energy
diplomacy in the region.

As Shana reported, Oji met and held talks
with his counterparts from Saudi Arabia,
the United Arab Emirates (UAE), Iraq,
and Egypt as well as the secretary gener-
al of the Gas Exporting Countries Forum
(GECF).

Iranian, Saudi ministers hold energy talks
On the first day of the event on Wednes-
day, Oji and Saudi Minister of Energy Ab-
dulaziz bin Salman sat down to discuss
the global oil markets’ status and deci-
sions needed for setting oil prices.

Oji and bin Salman also exchanged views
on investment in the oil and gas industry,
joint ventures, hydrocarbon trade, and the
development of joint fields.

Iran, UAE to promote oil cooperation
Later that day, Oji also met with UAE Ener-

[rantan oil mmister pursues
onera) dllomae In Vlenna

gy Minister Suhail Al Mazrouei to discuss
the trade of crude oil, natural gas, and pet-
rochemical products.

Joint investment, development of joint
fields, expansion of cooperation in oil and
gas sectors, and the global oil markets’
status were other topics explored by the
officials.

Seeking resumption of energy ties with
Egypt

Oji further met with Egyptian Minister of
Petroleum and Mineral Resources Tarek El
Molla in the Austrian capital on Thursday.
The two ministers exchanged views on the
energy market and trade, and also bilateral
cooperation in energy, oil, and petrochem-
ical sectors.

The export of technical and engineering
services, particularly gas technology and
the know-how to manufacture bi-fuel ve-
hicles, were also among other subjects
that Oji and his Egyptian counterpart dis-
cussed.

The meeting was held as Iran and Egypt

al, 12.5 million liters of gas are going to be saved annually and air
pollutants will be reduced by 511 tons per year.The first section of
the long-awaited Tehran-Shomal freeway, which shortens the route
between the Iranian capital and Mazandaran province in the north,
was officially inaugurated in late February 2020.The first section of
the freeway which was nearly 32 kilometers connected the Azade-
gan freeway in the capital to Shahrestanak County in Alborz province.
Back in June, Iranian Deputy Transport and Urban Development Min-
ister Kheirollah Khademi said 293 kilometers of freeways are going
to be added to the country’s road network by the end of the current

are rebuilding their diplomatic relations
after decades-long severance, and the
political rapprochement is paving the way
for Tehran-Cairo cooperation in the oil and
gas sectors.

Discussing gas market with GECF

Later on Thursday, Oji sat down with
GECF Secretary General Mohamed Hamel
to discuss the latest developments in the
global gas market.

The future of the global gas market, in-
vestments, prices, convergence of the gas
exporting countries, and impacts of inter-
national developments on the gas market
were the main topics explored during the
talks.

The 8th OPEC International Seminar start-
ed in Vienna on Wednesday.

The two-day seminar themed “Towards
a Sustainable and Inclusive Energy Tran-
sition” was held at the Hofburg Palace,
bringing together representatives from
top oil-exporting countries as well as chief
executives from global energy majors.

Iranian calendar year (late March 2024).

According to Khademi, who is the managing director of Iran’s Con-
struction and Development of Transportation Infrastructures Com-
pany (CDTIC), the figure is three times the average annual freeway
construction in the country.

“Completing the first phase of section 2 of the Tehran-Shomal free-
way, inaugurating the Shiraz-Isfahan freeway which is the longest
freeway in the country, and completing the Manjil-Roudbar freeway
as the bottleneck of the Qazvin-Rasht freeway, were some of the pro-
jects on the ministry’s agenda for the current year,” Khademi said.

[ran summons British diplomat over
Londons destructive’ conments

The Iraman Foreign Mlmstry on
Thursday summoned the British
chargé d’affaires in response to “de-
structive and interventionist” com-
ments of London’s ambassador to
the UN against the Islamic Republic.
In the absence of the British am-
bassador to Tehran, the ministry’s
director-general for Western Europe
summoned Isabelle Marsh, hours
after Barbara Woodward, the British
representative to the UN, criticized
Iran over its peaceful nuclear energy
activity.

Woodward accused Iran of breaching
UN Security Gouncil Resolution 2231,
which endorsed the Joint Compre-
hensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), the
official name for the 2015 nuclear ac-
cord between Iran and world powers.
In 2018, the U.S. pulled out of the
agreement and reinstated the sanc-
tions it had previously waived.
Following American pressure, West-
ern allies of Washington, particularly
the UK, began carefully following the
U.S.’s sanctions line and ceased con-

ducting business with Tehran.
Without mentioning the Western na-
tions’” breaches of the agreement that
led to the Islamic Republic’s reaction,
Woodward criticized a series of retal-
iatory actions that the Islamic Repub-
lic has been pursuing.

She also charged Iran with providing
drones to Russia, an accusation that
Tehran has always refuted in keeping
with its opposition to the ongoing
conflict in Ukraine.

The Iranian Foreign Ministry official
sharply rejected the envoy’s state-
ments as meddling charges and in-
formed the British chargé d’affaires of
Iran’s protest at them.

“Refrain from walking into traps that
are laid by the Zionist regime of Israel
and terrorist groups,” he cautioned
the British authorities.

The official was alluding to Tel Aviv’s
and the Mujahedin-e-Khalq Organi-
zation'’s (MKO) relentless defamation
efforts against Iran that aim to harm
Iran’s reputation on the international
scene.
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