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People in Iran, re-
gion will soon feel
positive effects of
government’s neigh-
borhood policy: dip-
lomat

People in Iran and the region will
soon see the “positive effects” on
the Raisi administration’s move in
strengthening ties with neighbors,
Tehran’s ambassador to Abu Dhabi
told IRNA in an interview published
on Saturday.

The remarks by Reza Ameri come
as Foreign Minister Hossein Amir
Abdollahian concluded his tour of
the southern Persian Gulf states of
Qatar, Oman, Kuwait, and United
Arab Emirates on Thursday.
Since Iran and Saudi Arabia estab-
lished ties in March, positive de-
velopments have been taking place
in the Persian Gulf and the wider
region.

The UAE which had reduced its dip-
lomatic ties with Iran in 2016 follow-
ing an attack on the Saudi embassy
in Tehran reinstated its ambassador
to the Islamic Republic in August
2022.

“The two countries are determined
to establish closer ties in view of
developments in the region and the
world,” Ambassador Ameri said.
In early April 2023, Iran also ap-
pointed Ameri as ambassador to the
UAE.

“In this short time since | have
taken the role of ambassador, |
am noticing such a determination
to ‘strengthen ties’, therefore | see
the future as promising and | like to
insist that since the two countries
have great potential to increase ties
God willing, we will see good rela-
tions between the two countries,”
the ambassador remarked.

He went on to say that undoubtedly
there are certain challenges, includ-
ing problems that Iranian citizens
in the UAE are facing. However, the
diplomat added, efforts are under-
way to resolve problems of the cit-
izens through the “good will of the
two sides”.

Before being name as ambassador
to the UAE, Ameri had served as the
director general of the Iranian expa-
triates office in the Foreign Ministry.
On the visit of Foreign Minister Amir
Abdollahian’s visit to Abu Dhabi,
Ameri said, “The official meeting of
Dr. Amir Abdollahian to the United
Arab Emirates is the result of efforts
and the special attention of the gov-
ernment of the Islamic Republic of
Iran to develop ties with the Emir-
ates and this visit took place in line
with the sitting administration’s pol-
icy to prop up relations with neigh-
bors.”

He added Iran attaches great impor-
tance to strengthen relations with
the UAE as one of the influential
countries in the region.

Amir Abdollahian held talks UAE
President Sheikh Mohammed bin
Zayed Al Nahyan in Abu Dhabi on
Thursday. In the meeting, Amir
Abdollahian discussed “bilateral
relations and ways to enhance co-
operation”.

Amir Abdollahian also extended an
invitation from President Ebrahim
Raisi for Sheikh Mohammed to visit
Iran, the Iranian Foreign Ministry
said.

He later met with his UAE counter-
part, Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed. At
the meeting Iran’s chief diplomat
“the significance of establishing an
international approach to multilater-
al action based on cooperation and
partnership.”

Ambassador Ameri also said in his
meetings with the UAE president
and foreign minister, Amir Abdolla-
hian insisted that the senior officials
in Tehran seek development of ties
with the Emirates in all areas.
Tehran’s top diplomat to the UAE
said Iran and the UAE have agreed
to activate the joint economic com-
mission in the near future.

The diplomat added, “We believe
that these trips will certainly lead
to the clarification of Iran’s views to
other sides.”

Reza Mahzunieh
Marzie Rabiei

031-32274517, 32274518,
32274512, 32274505.
031-32274507,32274511

_www.esfahan-news.com

Export from Iran to Indra rises 6% i 4 months on vear

The value of Iran’s export to
India increased by six percent
during the first four months of
2023, as compared to the same
period of time in 2022, accord-
ing to the data released by the
Indian Ministry of Commerce
and Industry.

Iran’s export to India stood at
$257 million in January-April
2023, while the figure was $242
million in January-April 2022.
India’s export to Iran fell 29
percent from $631 million in
the first four months of 2022
to $445 million in the first four
months of this year.

Based on the data previously
released by the Indian Ministry
of Commerce and Industry, the
value of Iran’s export to India
increased by 60 percent in 2022
as compared to the preceding
year.

The Indian ministry put the
worth of Iran’s exports to India
at $653 million in 2022, while
the figure was $409 million in
2021.

As reported, petroleum prod-
ucts have been the major goods
imported by India from Iran in
the said months.

According to the mentioned
data, the value of trade between
Iran and India reached $2.5 bil-
lion in 2022, rising 48 percent
from $1.693 billion in 2021.
During January-December
2022, India’s export to Iran also
increased by 44 percent to stand
at $1.847 billion, while the figure
was $1.284 billion in 2021.

Rice was India’s major product
exported to Iran in the said pe-
riod during which the country
shipped $1.098 billion worth of
rice to the Islamic Republic.
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Two weeks ago, the agricultural
officials of Iran and India agreed
to form a joint committee for ag-
ricultural cooperation between
the two countries within the next
three months, Mehr News Agen-
cy reported.

As reported, the agreement was
reached in a meeting between
Iran’s Deputy Agriculture Min-
ister Mohammad Mehdi Boru-
mandi and Secretary of India’s
Agriculture and Farmers Welfare
Ministry Manoj Ahuja in New
Delhi.

Borumandi, who traveled to
New Delhi to hold talks on the
agricultural  cooperation  be-
tween Iran and India, met with
his Indian counterpart to review
the latest status of bilateral co-
operation in the field of agricul-
ture.

The officials also agreed to hold

the first joint working group
on agricultural cooperation be-
tween the two countries in the
near future.

In the meeting, Borumandi
stressed Iran’s readiness for
cooperation in various fields
including horticultural products,
medicinal plants, combating
plant pests, agricultural technol-
ogies, exchange of professors
and experts, and cooperation
between research institutions of
the two countries.

He considered the removal of
tariff barriers on agricultural
trade as a necessity for the fu-
ture expansion of relations.
Manoj Ahuja, for his part, high-
lighted the cultural and geo-
graphical affinities between the
two nations and expressed his
country’s readiness to develop
agricultural relations with Iran.
Welcoming the fields pro-
posed by the Iranian side for
cooperation, the Indian official
announced that the ban on the
exports of kiwi to India, which
had been temporarily prohibited
since last year due to quarantine
considerations, has been lifted.
The trade between Iran and In-
dia reached $510 million in the
first quarter of the current year,
according to the data released
by India’s Ministry of Commerce
and Industry.

According to the report, ag-
ricultural products and espe-
cially rice had the largest share
in India’s exports to Iran. Rice
accounted for 63 percent of the
total volume of exports, while
fruits with $15 million, and tea
with $10 million ranked second

[ranian oil output increases by 330,000 hpd since March: IEA

and third.

On Tuesday, Iran’s Trade Promo-
tion Organization (TPO) hosted
a conference on introducing the
opportunities and capacities of
presence in the Indian market.
The conference was attended by
officials from the two sides in-
cluding the ambassadors of the
two countries, board members
of the chambers of commerce
of Iran and India, and more than
300 businessmen from both
sides, the TPO portal reported.
The TPO Acting Head Mehdi
Zeyghami, Iranian Ambassador
to India Iraj Elahi, and India’s
Ambassador to Tehran Rudra
Gaurav Shresth were among the
speakers at the conference.
Speaking at the opening cere-
mony of the event, Zeyghami
pointed out that India is one of
the main trade priorities for Iran,
saying: “Considering the huge
volume of India’s trade with the
world, Iran has a small share,
which should be increased.”
“Holding such conferences and
workshops along with exchang-
ing trade delegations can lead to
the strengthening of business
relations between the two coun-
tries and ultimately lead to the
prosperity of trade,” he added.
Referring to the existing obsta-
cles in the way of trade develop-
ment with India, Zeyghami said:
“Strict standards and high tariffs
for Iranian agricultural products
have caused these products to
be smuggled to neighboring
countries that have zero tariffs
with India and then exported to
India, which has caused damage
to Iranian businessmen.”

The International Energy Agency (IEA)
has said in a recent report that Iran’s
crude oil output has increased by about
350,000 barrels per day (bpd) since the
beginning of 2023 in spite of U.S. sanc-
tions targeting the country’s oil sector.
“Despite tough financial restrictions,
Iran managed to increase crude oil
output by about 130,000 bpd in 2022
to an average 2.55 million bpd, and
by 350,000 bpd since the beginning
of this year,” the IEA said in its latest
report dubbed Qil 2023.

The report argued that Iran remains a
“wildcard” for world oil markets, and if
it is released from sanctions, produc-
tion could ramp up gradually by rough-
ly 900,000 bpd to reach the capacity of
3.8 million bpd.

Higher exports and domestic through-
put have pushed Iranian crude produc-
tion up to around 2.9 million bpd in
May 2023, it added.

Last week, Bloomberg reported that
Iran has been shipping the highest
amount of crude in almost five years
despite U.S. sanctions.

Bloomberg cited energy analysts as

saying that Iran’s oil exports have
surged to the highest level since the
U.S. unilaterally re-imposed sanctions
on the country in 2018.

The crude shipments have doubled
since last autumn to reach 1.6 million
barrels a day in May, according to the
report.

A Reuters report, also said on July 16,
that Iranian crude shipments continued
to rise in 2023 with higher shipments
to China, Syria, and Venezuela. The re-
port quoted consultants, shipping data,
and a source familiar with the matter.
A large chunk of Iran’s crude oil goes
to China which is the world’s major
importer of energy. Several European
customers including Germany, Spain,
and Bulgaria also imported oil from
Iran.

The United States, under former pres-
ident Donald Trump, abandoned the
nuclear deal with the Islamic Republic,
formally known as the Joint Compre-
hensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), in May
2018 and reinstated unilateral sanc-
tions that the agreement had lifted.
Tehran’s oil exports have been limited

since May 2018. However, the exports
have risen steadily during the term of
current U.S. President Joe Biden.

The crude exports exceeded 1.5 million
bpd in May, the highest monthly rate
since 2018, Reuters reported quot-
ing Kpler, a major international tank-
er-tracking service.

The exports were roughly 2.5 million
bpd in 2018, before the U.S. withdraw-
al from the 2015 nuclear agreement.
Iran said in May it has boosted its
crude output to above three million
bpd. That's about three percent of
global supply and would be the highest
since 2018, according to figures from
the Organization of the Petroleum Ex-
porting Countries (OPEC).

The Reuters report quoted analysts
saying Iran’s production and exports
have risen.

SVB International, a consultant, esti-
mates crude production hit 3.04 mil-
lion bpd in May, up from 2.66 million
bpd in January. Exports of crude and
condensate were 1.93 million bpd in
May, according to the report.
“Sanctions are in place but perhaps

they are not fully implemented or
monitored,” said Sara Vakhshouri of
SVB. The recently published figures
are the latest sign that U.S. sanctions
on Iran have failed to cut the country’s
oil revenues to zero, an objective fre-
quently stated by former and current
U.S. administration officials.

They also vindicate efforts by Iran
in recent years to rely more on dip-
lomatic and economic resources to
circumvent U.S. sanctions rather than
to submit to Washington’s pressure
to scale back its nuclear, defense, and
foreign policy programs in return for
an easing of the sanctions.

In May, senior U.S. Republican Sen-
ator Lindsey Graham confessed to
the ineffectiveness of the sanctions
that have been unilaterally imposed
on Iran. Graham slammed the Biden
administration for failing to stop Iran’s
oil exports.

“Iranians are making more money
under sanctions not less and China
is the biggest reason we’re not doing
a damn thing about it,” he reportedly
said.

The report said that Iran produced 3.3 million tons of

Based on the WSA data, Iran produced 30.6 million

Iras monthly crude steel output up §.8% vr/vr; WSA

The World Steel Association (WSA), in its latest an-
nual report, announced that the production of crude
steel in Iran rose 8.8 percent in May 2023, from May
2022.

past year.

producers.

vious year.

crude steel in May of this year.

Iran’s crude steel production also increased by 2.2
percent to 13 million tons in the first five months of
2023, as compared to the same period of time in the

The Iranian Steel industry has been constantly devel-
oping over the past years against all the pressures
and obstacles created by outside forces like the U.S.
sanctions and the coronavirus outbreak that has se-
verely affected the performance of the world’s top

In early February, the WSA reported that Iran’s crude
steel production increased by eight percent in 2022
when the production by the world’s top 64 steelmak-
ers declined by 4.2 percent.

Iran was ranked first among the world’s top steel
producers in terms of production growth in the pre-

tons of crude steel in the mentioned year.
Meanwhile, WSA stated that crude steel production
by the world’s top 64 producers fell 4.2 percent to
stand at 1.787 billion in 2022.

Production by Europe’s major steel producers also

declined significantly last year so that Germany’s
production declined by 8.4 percent, Italy experienced
negative growth of 11.6 percent, France’s output de-
clined by 13.1 percent, Spain registered a negative
19.2 percent growth and the UK a 15.6 percent de-

cline in steel production.

Russia.

According to the World Steel Association, Iran was
the world’s 10th top steel producer over the past two
years, after countries like China, India, Japan, and

The country is expected to climb to seventh place
among the world’s top steel producers by the Iranian

calendar year 1404 (March 2025).
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SEO mainly fo-
cuses on fund-
ing private sec-
tor projects

Head of Iran’s Securities
and Exchange Organiza-
tion (SEO) Majid Eshqi
has said his organiza-
tion’s current priority is
to attract capital for the
country’s private sector,
IRNA reported.

“Our approach in the
capital market is to cre-
ate the basis for the ac-
tive presence of the pri-
vate sector in the market
to attract the financing
they need to achieve
their economic goals,”
Eshqi stated.
According to the official,
if there is continuous
communication between
the private sector and
the capital market the
country’s economy will
be transformed.
Touching upon the activi-
ties of the Iran Mercantile
Exchange (IME), the SEQ
head noted: “Our policy
in the Iran Mercantile
Exchange is also not just
creating competition but
we seek to provide suit-
able solutions for the de-
velopment of activists in
this important field in the
country.”

Eshqgi had earlier said
that SEO will formulate,
implement and monitor
its policies and programs
including supporting in-
vestors, creating a trans-
parent, efficient, and
equitable market, and
reducing inclusive risk
based on the market’s
broad objectives.
Outlining SEQ’s
strategies in the current
year, Eshqi said: “The
first strategy is to use
modern mechanisms to
increase public monitor-
ing of the entities offer-
ing shares in the market;
the second strategy will
be to develop regulato-
ry tools in a preventive
manner and in line with
market development.”
According to the SEO
head, the third strategy
is to amend the market’s
rules and regulations
to increase justice and
accountability, while the
fourth strategy will be
strengthening the medi-
um- and small-scale lev-
el financing through new
mechanisms.
Facilitating the process-
es and developing the
infrastructure for attract-
ing and managing capital
in the market, along with
engineering the media
mechanism to provide
the shareholders with
up-to-date information
are the fifth and sixth
strategies, the official
said.

The last strategy is to
re-engineer the new gen-
eration of technical in-
frastructure with the aim
of increasing security,
sustainability, and ease
of access.

Eshqi further noted that
based on the strategies
mentioned above, which
have been developed tak-
ing into account the most
important challenges of
the capital market, vari-
ous programs have been
prepared.

main
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Three main sce-
narios surrounding
the Wagner mutiny

There are three scenarios about
the rebellion of Wagner’s forc-
es against the Russian army:
1- A possible deception plan by
the Russian intelligence appa-
ratus with the aim of diverting
and draining the power and
energy of enemy intelligence
organizations as well as rival
countries. In this case, the dif-
ference in the media narrative
will deepen, some local opera-
tional tension will intensify, but
from a functional point of view,
the tension will not elevate to a
strategic level.

2- Loyalty is what separates
the Wagner unit and the Min-
ister of Defense and the Chief
of General Staff of the Russian
Army. The former turned out
to be fake, the latter is real. In
this case, based on the Russian
approach and security-defense
strategy, Prigozhin and his loy-
alists will be dealt with gradual-
ly but decisively.

3- A NATO-backed intelligence
operation with the aim of dis-
integrating and  weakening
Russian forces. Prigozhin has
coordinated with a foreign
party. In this context, Wag-
ner’s declared dispute is about
greater loyalty to Russia, the
effectiveness and efficiency of
existing Russian defense and
security approaches. Any rela-
tionship with a Russian adver-
sary will not flourish because it
will highlight betrayal to Russia
in alliance with an enemy. This
will lead to the collapse among
the ranks of Wagner’s forces.
Part of NATO’s goal will be
achieved, but at the end of the
day, it will consolidate Russia’s
defense and security superi-
ority. The important point is
that Wagner, which is strongly
dependent on the Russian de-
fense sector, at least in the field
of ammunition and logistics in
the battlefield, will not be able
to resist the Russia’s powerful
military.

30,000 tons of
honey produced in
West Azarbaijan in
a year

As announced by a provincial
official, 30,000 tons of honey
was produced in West Azarbai-
jan province, in the northwest
of Iran, during the past Iranian
calendar year 1401 (ended on
March 20).

Khosro Shahbazi, the head of
the province’s Agriculture De-
partment, said that about 24
percent of honey produced in
the country is produced in this
province, and in addition to
consumption in domestic mar-
kets, part of it is also exported
to the Arab countries of the
Persian Gulf.

West Azarbaijan is one of the
provinces with a pleasant cli-
mate with green plains and
foothills and a very high plant
diversity with more than 1,500
plant species, and its summers
are rich and favorable for bee-
keeping. With a good annual
growth of five percent in the
beekeeping industry, this prov-
ince has been able to rank first
in the country in honey pro-
duction in recent years, and its
modern apiaries are increasing
every day.

Based on the data released by
the United Nations Food and
Agriculture Organization (FAQ),
Iran is the third-largest produc-
er of honey in the world.
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Shopping Malls

In The Wor
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Heads of Iran’s chambers

all for unity among gove.,
private sector, Maghs

Tehran
calls for
regional
dialogue

mechanism

Iran’s foreign minister has advocated for
the formation of a cooperative framework
for consultation and cooperation among
Persian Gulf countries.

Hossein Amir Abdollahian stressed the
need for the creation of a shared platform
for communication and collaboration
among the Persian Gulf nations in a post
on his Instagram account on Friday.

“All of our nations have a right to a better,
safer, and more affluent future, and the
Islamic Republic of Iran is resolved to
increase its efforts in this direction,” he
added.

“Given the importance of neighbors in the
foreign policy of our country and in order
to strengthen the policy of neighborliness
of the 13th administration, shortly after
hosting the Saudi foreign minister and
the fruitful talks in Tehran, | headed for
the 4 countries of Qatar, Oman, Kuwait
and the United Arab Emirates in the south

€202 ‘9z aunr ‘Aepuojy

TEDPIX drops
11,000 points
on Saturday

TEDPIX, the main index of Teh-
ran Stock Exchange (TSE), drops
11,282 points to 2.162 million on
Saturday

As reported, over 7.897 billion se-
curities worth 54.362 trillion rials
(about $130 million) were traded
at the TSE.

TSE is one of the four Iranian stock
exchanges, and the most impor-
tant one. The other three ones are
Iran Mercantile Exchange (IME),
Iran Energy Exchange (IREN-
EX), and Iran’s over-the-counter
(OTC) market, known as Iran Fara
Bourse (IFB).

If you travel around the world and
love to shop, then you will want to
know about the biggest shopping
mall in the world in 2022. Here is the
list of top 10 Biggest Shopping Malls
in the world in 2022. Let’s see!

10. The Dubai Mall

The Dubai Mall is the largest shop-
ping mall in Dubai. It is the second
largest mall in the world after Iran
Mall by total land area.

2\ Located in Dubai, United Arab

\ Emirates, it is part of a $20 billion
downtown complex (called Down-
Ojl’j town Dubai) adjacent to the

— iconic Burj Khalifa, and includes
more than 1,200

shops. In

town Dubai, Unit-
| ed Arab Emirates
| * Opening date: 4

Heads of Iran’s chambers of commerce have
called for unity and cooperation among the
government, the private sector, and the par-
liament (Majlis) for curbing inflation and en-
suring economic growth.

In a statement published by the Iran Chamber
of Commerce, Industries, Mines and Agricul-
ture (ICCIMA), the heads of the provincial
chambers of commerce across the country
have also expressed their support for the

November 2008; 12 years ago

e Total retail floor area: 502,000
square metres (5,400,000 sq ft)

09. 1 Utama

1 Utama is one of the biggest shop-
ping malls in Bandar Utama, Sel-
angor, Malaysia. It has an area of
5,590,000 square feet (519,000 m2)
and has 713 stores. It is the largest
shopping mall in Malaysia.

e[ ocation: Bandar Utama, Malaysia

* Opened: September 1995

« Total retail floor area: 5,590,000 sq
ft (519,000 m2)

08. Mall of America

Mall of America is one of the biggest
shopping malls located in Blooming-

2011, it was (o the most  ton, Minnesota, a suburb of the Twin
visited build-  Cities of Minnesota, United States.
ing Jon  the It opened in 1992, and is the eighth
planet, largest shopping mall in the world in
\ attracting 2022, and the largest in the Western

more than ~ Hemisphere.
\ 54 million  About 40 million people visit the mall
visitors annually and eighty percent of visi-
each year. tors are from Minnesota, Wisconsin,
e Location:  lowa, Nebraska, Dakota, lllinois, Ohio

Down- and Canada.
’\ * Location: Minnesota, United States

55425

* Number of stores: 520
« Total retail floor area: 520,257 m2
(5,600,000 sq ft)
07. ICONSIAM
ICONSIAM is a mixed-use mall on the
banks of the Chao Phraya River in
Thailand. It is one of the largest
shopping malls in Asia, opened
to the public on 9 November
2018, as well as hotels and
accommodation.

W It was opened in 2018, with a

gross leasable area of 525,000 m2
(5,650,000 sq ft) and over 1000
stores, making it the seventh largest
mall in the world in 2022.

newly elected members of the ICCIMA board
of directors, underlining the necessity of such
unity as the country’s seventh National Devel-
opment Plan (2022-2026) is being prepared.
“Today, a new chapter is going to begin for
cooperation, effort, and empathy among eco-
nomic operators and the government author-
ities, at the provincial and national levels, to
realize the goal of curbing inflation and sup-
porting production,” the statement said.

* Location: 299 Charoen Nakhon Soi
5, Charoen Nakhon Road, Khlong
San, Bangkok, Thailand 10600

* No. of floors: 10 (including under-
ground)

* Total retail floor area: 525,000 m2
(5,650,000 sq ft)

06. CentralWorld

The eight-story Centralworld in
Bangkok is Thailand’s second largest
shopping mall and one of the top 10
biggest shopping malls in the world
in 2022. It was opened in 1990. In
2006, after three years of design and
renovation, Centralworld was ex-
panded into a 550,000 m (5,900,000
sq ft) shopping mall and 830,000 m
(8,900,000 sq ft) complex. It topped
the nearest rival Siam Paragon in
terms of size.

e Location: Pathum Wan, Bangkok,
Thailand

* No. of stores and services: 495

* Gross leasable area: 550,000 m2
(5,900,000 sq ft)

05. CentralPlaza WestGate
Centralplaza Westgate is the largest
mall in Thailand, consisting of cin-
emas and stores. It was opened in
August 2015.

e Location: Bang Yai, Nonthaburi,
Thailand 11010

* No. of floors: 6

« Total retail floor area: 550,278 m2
(5,923,140 sq ft)

04. Golden Resources Mall

Golden Resources Shopping Mall is
a major shopping mall located near
the northwest Fourth Ring Road in
Beijing, People’s Republic of China.
At the time of its opening, it was the
largest mall in terms of gross leasa-
ble area. In 2022, it is the third largest
mall in the world after Iran Mall and
South China Mall.

e Location: Fourth Ring Road @

Satudi-Tran thaw improves hay services
for Iranian pilgrims: Reuters

Yuanda Road in Beijing, China

* No. of stores and services: 1000+
 Total retail floor area: 557,419
square metres (6,000,010 sq ft)

03. SM Tianjin

SM Supermall, owned by SM Prime
Holdings, is a chain of shopping
malls in the Philippines.

Its area is 565,000 m2 (6,080,000 sq
ft) and it has more than 2500 shops.
SM Tianjin is composed of five dif-
ferent buildings each named after
the five traditional Chinese elements
Earth, Fire, Water, Metal, and Wood.
It is the second largest mall in China,
it was opened in 2016.

* Location: Tianjin, China

« Shops: 2500+

* Total retail floor area: 565,000 m2
(6,080,000 sq ft)

02. New South China Mall

South China Mall in Dongguan, China
is the second largest mall in the world
2022 after Iran Mall. Which includes a
musical fountain, food court, mosque
and hotel.

South China Mall opened in 2005.

* Location: Dongguan, China

* Owner: Founder Group

o Total retail floor area: 659,611
square metres (7,099,990 sq ft)

01. Iran Mall

Iran Mall is the largest shopping
mall in the world 2022. It is located
near Chitgar Lake in northwestern
Tehran, Iran. Iran Mall is the largest
mall in the world by total land area
(1,950,000 m2). This is equal to the
combined area of Dubai Mall and New
South China Mall.

* Industry: Retail

* Founded: first phase: 2018

* Headquarters: Chitgar Lake, Tehran,
Iran

* Total retail floor area: 1,950,000 m2
(21,000,000 sq ft)

of the Persian Gulf,” Iran’s top diplomat
underlined.

Amir Abdollahian also noted, “Negotia-
tions with the senior authorities and my
colleagues in these nations were really
fruitful and productive, and they looked
hopeful for all of the nations in the crucial
north and south of the Persian Gulf.”
“The negotiations also signaled a ‘better,
safer, and more prosperous future’ for
the people who share such strong and
enduring ties of kinship, friendship, and
compassion,” he added.

According to the website of the Foreign
Ministry, he stressed that “the Islamic
Republic of Iran believes that setting up a
joint mechanism for dialogue and coop-
eration with the participation of all littoral
states of the strategic region of the Per-
sian Gulf is necessary and fruitful more
than ever before.”

While applauding the UN secretary gen-

eral’s initiative to convene a meeting of
the foreign ministers from the region in
New York, he continued, “To this end,
we will put forth the idea of forming a
‘forum of dialogue and cooperation” with
the participation of all the countries in the
north and south of the Persian Gulf and
we will also give the details in writing to
all our southern neighbors in the near
future.”

The Iranian foreign minister added, “A
better, safer, and more affluent future is
the shared right of all our nations, and
Iran is resolved to intensify its efforts for
this cause.”

The Iranian foreign minister also posted
a tweet in Arabic, as stating, “The real-
ization of growth and development in
the region and a bright future for our
future generations is not possible except
through brotherhood, friendship and co-
operation.”

] o
MEHR NEWS AGENCY
RECEIVED

Iranian haj pilgrims travelled to
evening prayers in Mecca’s Grand
Mosque in a brand new bus this
week, as reconciliation between Sau-
di Arabia and Iran led to improved
services for the annual pilgrimage to
Islam’s holiest sites, Reuters reported
on Friday.

Sayid Mahdi, who will be in charge
of around 2,800 Iranian pilgrims that
will perform haj next week, said Saudi
Arabia has been more cooperative in
finding hotels for Iranians this year.
“We thank God that this is improv-
ing,” he said. “God willing we can
offer better services to the pilgrims of
the holy mosque.”

Saudi Arabia is preparing to host
some 2.6 million pilgrims next week
for the 2023 haj season after remov-
ing all COVID-19 restrictions for the
first time since 2019. Iran’s official
media said 87,550 of those will be
Iranians.

Iran and Saudi Arabia agreed in
March, in a deal brokered by China, to

end a diplomatic rift following years
of hostility that had fueled regional
conflicts and made it sometimes dif-
ficult for Iranians to perform haj and
umrah.

Umrah is another form of pilgrimage
to Mecca which - unlike haj - can be
carried out at any time of the year.
Iranian pilgrim Mohammed Hosseini
landed in Mecca on Thursday, five
days before the annual gathering
starts, seeking to perform both um-
rah and haj in one trip.

“I am very happy that relations be-
tween the governments of Iran and
Saudi Arabia are improving... This will
improve Muslims’ travel to the house
of God,” Hosseini said in his hotel
lobby in Mecca, wearing the pilgrims’
white robes that symbolize purity and
equality before God.

Haj, a once-in-a-lifetime duty for
every able-bodied Muslim who can
afford it, is a major source of income
for Saudi Arabia from worshippers’
lodging, transport, fees and gifts.
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