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. Important .

Foreign  minister’s
visit to the land of
mediators

In an analysis, Shargh discussed
Amir Abdollahian’s trip to Oman
and Qatar. It wrote: Speculations
about the outcome of this region-
al trip by the Minister of Foreign
Affairs of our country show that
the continuation of indirect nego-
tiations with the United States of
America to release blocked funds
and to exchange prisoners are at
the top of diplomatic goals. It is
possible and it is even predicted
that we will see progress in this
direction in the not-too-distant
future. However, we have to be pa-
tientin regard to a release of Iran’s
blocked money in South Korea
or making possible agreements
in nuclear negotiations. We have
seen these sudden changes many
times.

Failure of the mis-
sion to topple the
Islamic Republic
system

In an analysis, the Iran newspaper
discussed the attack by Albanian
police on the headquarters of the
hypocrite group (MKO) and the
cancellation of the annual meeting
of this terrorist group in France. It
said: The important signs of the
new scene indicate the failure of the
sabotage mission and collapse of
the Islamic Republic system. Some
months ago, Europe and the United
States made a mistake by shunning
diplomacy with Iran. They were
pleased with the movements of the
anti-Iranian groups. This mistake
was enough for the Islamic Re-
public to seek new large coalitions
with a special focus on the Middle
East and greater Asia, which could
cause even more concern for the
Western bloc. What the West did
in the recent confrontation with
the MKO was a sign of their under-
standing of the new developments,
which showed that in regard to Iran
they have no choice but to turn to
the policy of lessening tensions
and accepting the undeniable con-
tribution of Iran to power equation
in the region and the world at large.

Iran-US negotiations
on the path of under-
standing

Sobh-e-No devoted its editorial to
the Iranian foreign minister’s visit
to Muscat and Doha and wrote:
In their recent negotiations, Iran
and the United States are finaliz-
ing negotiations on “Iran’s blocked
assets” in other countries in order
to agree on an action plan and a
timetable. Therefore, “technical
negotiations” are still ongoing,
and the role of Qatar and Oman
is prominent in this regard be-
cause it is said that the assets
are supposed to be transferred to
the banks of these two countries.
However, there has been no other
news about the nuclear negoti-
ations except the rumors of an
interim agreement. It seems that
Iran and America have reached an
understanding on at least some
“mutual conditions” and maybe
in the new round of negotiations,
we will see “understanding” in-
stead of “agreement” because any
agreement different from the 2015
agreement means the end of the
JCPOA and the parties do not want
this to happen. On the other hand,
it is not possible to return to those
conditions now. In the JCPOA, the
nuclear infrastructure underwent
changes. Therefore, it seems that
the parties reached an understand-
ing in an “unwritten agreement” on
taking some mutual actions. Itis an
understanding that includes both
Iran’s economic benefits and re-
moves the West’s concerns about
Iran’s achievements in nuclear
technology.

_www.esfahan-news.com

Tehran able to thwart sanctions, will never tie growth to talks: Raisi

President Ebrahim Raisi has
stated that his government has
never linked Iran’s development
to the ongoing negotiations for
abolishing sanctions imposed
on Tehran by the United States.
The comments were made by
Ebrahim Raisi during a tele-
vised interview on Tuesday
night to honor the second an-
niversary of his election as the
president of the country.

[t was the ninth live interview

by Raisi since taking office in
August 2021.

He maintained that it is “cru-
cial for us to fortify the nation
to a point of power” that would
make it resistant to sanctions.
“What is more important is
for us to enhance the country
to such level of strength that
would render it immune to
sanctions,” the president add-
ed.

The negotiations have been
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intended to revive the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Ac-
tion (JCPOA), an agreement
reached between Iran, the U.S.,
China, Russia, the European
troika, the and larger EU in
2015.

The agreement gave the Islamic
Republic some reprieve from
some sanctions, and in return,
Iran promised to put limits on
part of its nuclear activity.
However, the U.S. withdrew

from the agreement in 2018
under the administration of for-
mer President Donald Trump,
reinstating all the sanctions
that it had waived and added
new ones.

Washington’s  unwillingness
to provide assurances that it
wouldn’t pull out of the pact
again has caused the negotia-
tions to stagnate.

“Balanced and consistent”
Raisi later addressed the topic
of Iran’s foreign policy during
his presidency.

He insisted that the Islamic
Republic shouldn’t restrict its
international connections to a
particular number of nations to
the exclusion of others, saying
that Iran has been pursuing
“balanced and consistent” re-
lations with the whole globe
throughout his tenure.

The Iranian president said
that the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization (SCO), which is
likely to welcome the Islamic
Republic as a full member in
the coming months, granted
Iran’s request for membership
in the transcontinental alliance
due to the similar foreign policy
stance.

“We will cooperate with what-
ever country that could pursue

having relations with us that are
based on mutual respect. And
if there are some exceptional
countries such as the United
States that seek adversary to-
wards us, we will resort to re-
sistance against them.”

Raisi stated that since the start
of his administration, Iran has
extended a hand of friendship
to all nations that share a sim-
ilar sentiment and are support-
ive of the Islamic Republic.

He used the recent reconcili-
ation between Iran and Saudi
Arabia as an example, pointing
out that despite many conflicts,
the Islamic Republic never saw
Saudi Arabia as a true adver-
sary.

Raisi also indicated that he
agreed with the Leader of
the Islamic Revolution’s as-
sessment of last year's for-
eign-backed disturbances in
the country, saying the foes
triggered the riots because
they were concerned about the
nation’s development and the
people’s optimism.

“The enemy had sought to
stop the country’s progress
through hybrid war, but the
people chose not to allow this
progress to stop,” Iran’s chief
executive noted.

Sponge Iron pmduetmn rises 2.8% i 2 months on vear

Production of sponge iron in Iran
rose 2.8 percent during the first
two months of the current Iranian
calendar year (March 21-My 21), as
compared to the same period of time
in the past year, Iranian Mines and
Mining Industries Development and
Renovation Organization (IMIDRO)
announced.

As reported, 6.723 million tons of
sponge iron was produced in the
two-month period of this year, while
the figure was 6.537 million tons in
the first two months of the previous
year.

The World Steel Association (WSA),
in its latest annual report, has ranked
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Iran second among the world’s top
sponge iron-producing countries in
2022.

Based on the WSA data, the Islamic
Republic managed to produce 32.9
million tons of sponge iron in 2022
to stand at second place after India
with 42.3 million tons of production.
Direct reduced iron (DRI), also called
sponge iron, is produced from the di-
rect reduction of iron ore (in the form
of lumps, pellets, or fines) into iron
by reducing gas or elemental carbon
produced from natural gas or coal.
Many ores are suitable for direct re-
duction.

While Iran is fighting the U.S. severe

sanctions on its economy, and the
country’s different industrial and eco-
nomic sectors have been affected by
the limitations and difficulties caused
by the sanctions condition, the coun-
try’s mining sector is moving for-
ward noticeably, overcoming such
barriers. Among the mining sector’s
different products, sponge iron is an
outstanding example, as the produc-
tion of this item is rising more and
more in the country. Iranian Mines
and Mining Industries Development
and Renovation Organization (IM-
IDRO), Iran’s largest metals and
mining holding, has stated that one
of the most important reasons for
the increase in sponge iron produc-
tion in Iran is the establishment of
new sponge iron plants, adding that
in recent years, with its new strate-
gy and with the participation of the
private sector, the organization has
been able to launch several projects
to produce sponge iron. Meanwhile,
last July, IMIDRO reported that Iran’s
Mines and Metals Company (MME)
has established China’s first gas-
based sponge iron production unit
using the Persian Direct Reduction
(PERED) technology.

“As the world’s first manufacturer of
gas-based sponge iron, Iran is now
transferring the technology to the
world’s higgest steel producer”, IM-

IDRO announced at the time.

The deal for the construction of the
first gas-based sponge iron plant
was concluded between China’s
CSTM Company and MME Compa-
ny from Iran as the license owner of
PERED technology.

With a capacity of 300,000 tons, the
plant has been launched in China’s
Taiyuan city.

PERED is a new technology for pro-
ducing sponge iron using natural gas
as fuel, which according to MME is
a masterwork of the Iranian steel in-
dustry and is more efficient and ef-
fective in all respects such as the de-
gree of metallization of the product,
fuel consumption, operating costs
and ease of operation compared to
similar technologies.

This technology is already being used
in several production units across
Iran including Shadegan Steel, Miya-
neh Steel, Neyriz Steel, and Baft Steel
companies.

The main difference of the PERED
technology with other technologies
is the high and tangible quality of the
sponge iron metallization, which has
been reached above 95 percent on
the initial day. In other technologies,
however, it is very difficult to achieve
a degree of metallization above 95
percent during the first months of a
unit’s operation.
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Conference to introduce the opportunities and capacities
of presence in theIndian market

Iran’s Trade Promotion Organization
(TPO) hosted a conference on introduc-
ing the opportunities and capacities of
presence in the Indian market on Tues-
day.

The conference was attended by officials
from the two sides including the am-

bassadors of the two countries, board
members of the chambers of commerce
of Iran and India, and more than 300
businessmen from both sides, the TPO
portal reported.

The TPO Acting Head Mehdi Zeyghami,
Iranian Ambassador to India Iraj Elahi,

and India’'s Ambassador to Tehran Rudra
Gaurav Shresth were among the speak-
ers at the conference.

Speaking at the opening ceremony of the
event, Zeyghami pointed out that India is
one of the main trade priorities for Iran,
saying: “Considering the huge volume of
India’s trade with the world, Iran has a
small share, which should be increased.”
“Holding such conferences and work-
shops along with exchanging trade del-
egations can lead to the strengthening
of business relations between the two
countries and ultimately lead to the pros-
perity of trade,” he added.

Referring to the existing obstacles in the
way of trade development with India,
Zeyghami said: “Strict standards and
high tariffs for Iranian agricultural prod-
ucts have caused these products to be
smuggled to neighboring countries that
have zero tariffs with India and then ex-
ported to India, which has caused dam-

age to Iranian businessmen.”

Referring to TPO’s plan to revive idle
trade agreements with other countries,
the official said: “Free trade with Eurasia
and preferential trade agreement with
Indonesia have been concluded, and
preferential trade agreements with oth-
er countries are being pursued, and we
have the same seriousness regarding our
preferential trade agreement with India.”
Further in the conference, Shresth re-
ferred to the history of cultural, political,
and commercial relations between Iran
and India and said: “We hope that hold-
ing such programs will lead to the devel-
opment of commercial relations between
the two countries.”

Pointing to the existing obstacles in the
way of the expansion of trade relations
between India and Iran, he said: “Solu-
tions have been found to overcome the
obstacles, especially in financial and
banking issues.”
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TEDPIX climbs
6,900 points on
Wednesday

TEDPIX, the main index of Teh-
ran Stock Exchange (TSE), rose
6,940 points to 2.173 million on
Wednesday.

As reported, over 6.378 billion
securities worth 48.386 ftrillion
rials (about $115.2 million) were
traded at the TSE.

TSE is one of the four Irani-
an stock exchanges, and the
most important one. The other
three ones are Iran Mercantile
Exchange (IME), Iran Energy
Exchange (IRENEX), and Iran’s
over-the-counter (OTC) market,
known as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB).
The stock market transactions
in the past Iranian calendar year
1401 (ended on March 20) went
through volatile days, which, ac-
cording to experts, despite the
value of the stock market for in-
vestment, the mistrust of share-
holders and their fear of entering
their capital into this market led
to a decrease in liquidity and
creating severe fluctuations in
the stock market. This condition
caused the government and the
Securities and Exchange Organ-
ization (SEQ) to take effective
measures to restore prosperity
and investors’ confidence in this
market, in a way that many cap-
ital market experts believe that
the outlook for investing in the
stock market is positive in the
current year. Hossein Abdi, a
capital market expert said that the
government has a supportive ap-
proach to the capital market, and
it seems to affect market trans-
actions positively. Analyzing the
upward trend of the stock market
and breaking the record of the
index this year, he said the capi-
tal market started its work in the
first week of this year with a very
positive trend, which promises
good days in the capital market
for 1402. Meanwhile, as stated by
the secretary general of Iran’s Se-
curities Exchange Brokers Asso-
ciation (SEBA), the government
and Securities and Exchange Or-
ganization worked well to make
changes in the stock market dur-
ing the past Iranian year.

440 tons of hon-
ey expected to be
harvested in Yazd
province this year

It is expected that this year a to-
tal of 440 tons of honey will be
harvested in Yazd province, some
of which will be used inside the
province and a large part will be
sent to other regions of the coun-
try, an official with the Agricul-
ture Department of the province
announced. Mehdi Gheybollahi,
the deputy head of the province’s
Agriculture Department for plant
production, said that the har-
vesting of natural honey from
876,000 colonies in different re-
gions of the province has started
and continues for two months.
Last month, the managing di-
rector of the beekeeping industry
development support fund said
this fund provides 170 billion
rials (about $440,760) of low-in-
terest facilities to beekeepers with
the aim of helping the country’s
beekeeping industry. Based on
the data released by the United
Nations Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO), Iran is the
third-largest producer of honey
in the world. The chairman of the
Animal Science Research Insti-
tute has said that the amount of
honey production in the country
should be increased by three to
four kilograms per colony.
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Nuclear chief de-
nies installation
of 100 cameras in
Isfahan plant

Mohammad Eslami, the head
of the Atomic Energy Or-
ganization of Iran (AEQI), on
Wednesday, dismissed as un-
true speculations that dozens
of surveillance cameras have
been installed at the Isfahan
nuclear plant.

“Such a thing is not true, we
do not have a power plant in
Isfahan to have 100 cameras
installed there,” Eslami said
in response to a question on
the installation of the cameras
in contravention of the Parlia-
ment’s Strategic Action Law.
The nuclear chief made the re-
marks after a cabinet meeting.
“The Atomic Energy Organ-
ization will act based on the
Strategic Action Law,” he said
according to IRNA.

The Strategic Action Law that
was passed by the Iranian
parliament in December 2020
regulates Iran’s nuclear inter-
actions with the West.

He added, “In the understand-
ings made with the agency in
March, the discussion of the
continuity of knowledge with
the agency, which is part of
the safeguards and NPT re-
quirements, was published
in the form of a statement.
Accordingly, actions are being
coordinated and carried out.”
Eslami noted, “Iran’s actions
are within the framework of
safeguards, and the criteria
for Iran’s action in terms of
quantitative and qualitative
goals is the law of strategic
action to lift sanctions.”
Iran and the International
Atomic Energy Agency have
reached an understanding to
boost cooperation. And ac-
cording to this understanding,
Iran pledge to undertake a set
of measures to further clear
up some of the misunder-
standings that have plagued
Iran-IAEA relations.

Earlier this month, Eslami said
Iran had achieved 159 goals
in nuclear industry in the pre-
vious Persian calendar year
(ending March 20) despite
U.S. sanctions and other ob-
stacles imposed by the West.
He pointed out that young
Iranian scientists made suc-
cesses in a variety of sectors
in the nuclear field, such as
irradiation systems, micro-
wave, radiopharmaceuticals,
and plasma technology.
“Last year, we had 159
achievements. It was impor-
tant for us to speed up the
time needed to get results and
turn an idea into a product,”
he said.

Eslami stressed that despite
U.S. sanctions that forbade
Iranian  radiopharmaceutical
enterprises from sending or
receiving any shipments, pro-
gress had been accomplished.
He went on to highlight that
the West is against uranium
enrichment and fuel cycle in
Iran because they are against
the growth of the country’s
power.

“Therefore, we had to create
a nuclear fuel cycle from zero
to a hundred, from research to
the acquisition of infrastruc-
ture. All of them have been
created indigenously,” Eslami
explained.

Iran has been collaborating
with the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA) for a
long time as a signatory to
the Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty (NPT).
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The managing director of the Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran Shipping Lines (IRISL) has said
the transportation of goods by the compa-
ny’s fleet has increased by 20 percent in the
first three months of the current Iranian cal-
endar year (March 21-June 21) as compared
to the corresponding period in the previous
year. Speaking at a ceremony on the occa-
sion of the International Day of the Seafarer

on Tuesday, Mohammadreza Modares Khia-
bani said it is necessary to revise the tariffs
of sea transportation this year, Fars News
Agency reported. Underlining the need for
the expansion of the country’s commercial
maritime fleet, Khiabani said: “We hope that
good measures will be taken in the field of
shipping logistics in order to develop the
marine transport fleet this year.”
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Source:
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Transport and Urbana Development Minister Mehrdad Bazrpash an-
nounced that 1.25 million units of the National Housing Movement plan

are under construction in the country.

The minister also said that 3,000 hectares of land has been allocated to this
plan so far. National Housing Movement to construct four million housing
units in four years is one of the major plans of the current government in
the housing sector. According to the plan, out of these four million residen-
tial units, 3.2 million units will be constructed in cities and 800,000 units in
villages, some of these units are currently being constructed after provid-
ing lands and preparing the necessary conditions. After National Housing
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The value of Iran’s economic exchang-
es with its leading trade partner, China,
reached $6.5 billion during the first sixth
months of 2023, according to the data
released by China’s customs administra-
tion.

Based on the mentioned data, the six-
month trade between the two countries
has not changed significantly in compar-
ison to the figure for the same period in
the previous year, IRNA reported.

The value of exchanges between the two
countries was reported to be $6.470 bil-
lion in January-May 2022.

Latest data released by China’s customs
administration show Iran’s exports to-
taled $1.9 million during the period,
indicating a 68 percent year-on-year de-
crease.

Amid the constant complexities that chal-
lenge healthcare, generative Al shines as a
beacon of hope. With a market opportunity
worth a colossal $6 trillion, according to
Morgan Stanley, it’s impossible to ignore
the impact that this technology is set to
have. Generative Al isn’'t just a passing
trend; it’s a rapidly evolving ecosystem of
tools growing in popularity showing huge
potential to revolutionise healthcare in
ways we've never seen before. This
technology encompasses much more
« _ than just ChatGPT, and can handle
®  various data types including text, im-
- ages, audio, video, 3D modelling, and
even coding. While some estimates
suggest that it could even raise global
« . GDP by 7% over 10 years, the potential
= applications of generative Al go well be-
yond just economic gains.
Al's Inflection Point: Why Addressing It
Now is Critical
Our world is grappling with many chal-
lenges to global health. With an increas-
ing incidence of pandemics, a surge in
chronic diseases, mental health con-
cerns and a rapidly ageing popula-
tion, the healthcare industry is
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In return, China exported $4.6 billion
worth of goods to Iran, registering a 40
percent rise as compared to the previous
year’s same six months.

Bilateral trade hit $1.27 hillion in May
2023 with Iran’s exports at $377 million
and imports at $893 million which shows
a 46 percent decrease in export and a 20
percent increase in imports compared to
the corresponding period in 2022.

China is one of Iran’s main trade part-
ners that has maintained strong trade
ties with the Islamic Republic despite the
strict U.S. sanctions.

Iran and China officially signed a docu-
ment for 25-year comprehensive coop-
eration in March 2021.

The document was signed between
Iran’s former Foreign Minister Moham-

undoubtedly strug-
gling to keep up

with the rising demand for high-quality
healthcare services.
How is the World Economic Forum en-
suring the ethical development of artificial
intelligence?
The World Economic Forum’s Gentre for
the Fourth Industrial Revolution brings
together global stakeholders to accelerate
the adoption of transparent and inclusive
Al, so the technology can be deployed in a
safe, ethical and responsible way.
*The Forum created a toolkit for human
resources to promote positive and ethical
human-centred use of Al for organizations,
workers and society.
* From robotic toys and social media to the
classroom and home, Al is part of life. By
developing Al standards for children, the
Forum is creating actionable guidelines
to educate, empower and protect children
and youth.
* The Forum is bringing together over 100
companies, governments, civil society or-
ganizations and academic institutions in
the Global Al Action Alliance to accelerate
the adoption of responsible Al in the

global public interest.
According to the World
Health Organization
(WHO), there is a 1
in a million chance
of a person being injured
while travelling by aircraft.
In comparison, there is a 1 in
300 chance of an individual being
harmed throughout the patient jour-
ney. Prior research has shown that up

to 50% of all medical errors in primary

care are due to administrative reasons. The
global shortage of medical professionals
further compounds these problems. The
WHO also estimates a projected shortfall of

10 million health workers by 2030, mostly

Action Plan (started in 2018), National Housing Movement is the govern-
ment’s second major program to provide affordable housing units for the
low-income classes. The operation for the construction of 209,212 resi-
dential units of the National Housing Movement began in February 2022.

The ceremony to begin the mentioned operation and also to launch some
development projects in the housing sector was attended by former Trans-
port and Urban Development Minister Rostam Qasemi. Also, in July 2022,
the minister inaugurated a project for the construction of the first group of
affordable housing units for laborers under the framework of the National
Housing Movement.

s

mad Javad Zarif and Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi at the Iranian Foreign
Ministry.

Back in December 2022, Iran and China
finalized 16 memorandums of under-
standing (MOU) under the framework
of the two countries’ strategic 25-year
agreement.

The MOUs were signed in an Iran-Chi-
na comprehensive cooperation program
summit which was held in Tehran on De-
cember 13 in the presence of Iran’s First
Vice President Mohammad Mokhber
and China’s Vice Premier Hu Chunhua.
The summit was focused on four areas
explored by four committees between
the two countries with the aim of paving
the way for the implementation of the 25-
year agreement.

in low- and lower-middle-income countries
making it increasingly challenging to pro-
vide care to everyone in need.

Whilst generative Al is poised as a potential
solution to tackle some of these challeng-
es, it’s important to note that this technolo-
gy is still evolving and comes with its own
set of challenges. The output accuracy of
generative Al is highly dependent on the
quality of the datasets used to train them,
including medical records, lab results and
imaging studies. Any error in the Al-gen-
erated treatment and management plan
could potentially put the patient’s health at
risk, making it imperative that healthcare
providers and patients have complete trust
in the technology.

Exploring the application of generative Al
in Healthcare

1) Clinical Decision Making

Generative Al is already assisting doctors
and medical professionals in making accu-
rate and informed diagnoses. Generative Al
can analyse data from a patient’s medical
records, lab results, previous treatments
and medical imaging, such as MRIs and
X-rays, to identify potential problem areas
and suggest further testing or treatment
options.

2) Risk Prediction of Pandemic Prepared-
ness

According to National Geographic, there
are more viruses in existence than stars
in the universe, and on average, approxi-
mately two new species of human viruses
emerge every year. As we have seen with
the recent global pandemic, a new hu-
man-to-human virus without prior immu-
nity could rapidly escalate into a pandemic,
leading to millions of fatalities.

3) Personalised medication and care

4) Improved drug discovery and develop-
ment

The managing director of Iran’s Ports
and Maritime Organization (PMO)
has said the legal disputes over the
country’s long-term investment con-
tract with India regarding Chabahar
port have been resolved after nearly
eight years and there will be no more
problems for investment in this port.
Speaking in a ceremony on the oc-
casion of the International Day of
the Seafarer on Tuesday, Ali-Akbar
Safaie said a delegation of Indian of-
ficials has recently visited Iran during
which good negotiations have been
made and positive results have been
achieved, IRNA reported.

In May 2016, India, Iran, and Afghan-
istan signed a trilateral agreement for
the strategically-located Chabahar
port to give New Delhi access to Ka-
bul and Central Asia.

Later, based on a separate deal with
Iran, India agreed to install and op-
erate modern loading and unloading
equipment including mobile harbor
cranes in Shahid Beheshti Port in
Chabahar.

Under the framework of the men-

Legal 1ssues for mvestment in Chabahar
port resolved: PHO head

tioned agreement, the Indian side has
been operating in Shahid Beheshti
port in the form of a build—oper-
ate-transfer (BOT) contract; this is
the first time that such a contract
has been implemented in one of the
country’s ports with 100 percent for-
eign investment.

The first consignment of Indian
equipment for the development of
port activities at Chabahar port worth
$8.5 million arrived in the southeast-
ern port in January 2021.

As Iran’s only oceanic port on the
Gulf of Oman, Chabahar Port holds
great significance for the country
both politically and economically. The
country has taken serious measures
for developing this port in order to
improve the country’s maritime trade.
The port consists of Shahid Kalantari
and Shahid Beheshti terminals, each
of which has five berth facilities. The
port is located in Iran’s Sistan-Bal-
uchestan Province and is about 120
kilometers southwest of Pakistan’s
Baluchistan Province, where the Chi-
na-funded Gwadar port is situated.
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