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The secretary general of the
Organization of the Petroleum
Exporting Countries (OPEC) said
that the OPEC family welcomes
back the full return of Iran’s oil
production to the market, once
the sanctions against its oil sec-
tor are lifted.

Haitham Al Ghais made the re-
marks in an interview conducted
by Iranian Oil Ministry’s news
agency, Shana.

Answering to a question that
how he assesses Iran’s role and
more generally OPEC’s role in
the market situation, and how
Iran’s full return to the market af-
fect the situation, Al Ghais said:
“Iran is a founding member of
OPEC and a key player in the
global oil market. Iran is cur-
rently under sanctions and this
is limiting its production. We
know that Iran has the capacity
to bring significant production
volumes within a short period of
time. This has been demonstrat-
ed in 2015-2016 when the sanc-
tions were removed. | believe
Iran has managed to increase its
production by almost 1 mb/d of
crude oil and condensate.
Indeed, we welcome the return
of Iran’s oil production in the
future, when sanctions are lifted.
We look forward to that day. The
market is growing. There is in-
creasing demand and we believe
that Iran is a responsible player
amongst its family members, the
countries in the OPEC group. I'm
sure there will be good work to-
gether, in synchronization, to en-
sure that the market will remain
balanced as OPEC has continued
to do over the past many years.”
The OPEC secretary general met
Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi
and Oil Minister Javad Qji in Teh-
ran on Saturday (May 27).
During the meeting, President
Raisi stressed the necessity of
strengthening unity among the
OPEC members in a bid to nullify
the division created by the West.
The president said: “Some
Western countries seek to cre-
ate division and disagreements
among OPEC member countries
to secure their interests, and the
OPEC members should prevent
the realization of these goals by
strengthening their cohesion.”
He considered the constructive
cooperation of the OPEC mem-
bers with each other as an im-
portant factor in the success of
this international organization
and added: “The Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran has always had a con-
structive cooperation with this
organization and we are deter-
mined to continue and improve
the level of cooperation.”

The president further men-
tioned supporting the rights of
oil producers and preventing
discrimination against them
as the philosophy of forming
OPEC, and expressed hope that
OPEC can bring peace to the
oil market in the new period of
activity.

During the meeting with the Ira-
nian president and oil minister,
Al Ghais stated that the Islamic
Republic of Iran, as one of the
founding members of OPEC, has
always had useful, effective, and
constructive cooperation with
this organization and its mem-
bers, and reminded: “Iran, both
at the ministerial level and at the
technical level has always acted
in the direction of strengthening
the cohesion and unity of OPEC
members.”

He also described the situation
of the oil market and said: “I
hope that with the unity of OPEC
members and benefiting from
the constructive support and co-
operation of the Islamic Republic
of Iran, we will be able to bring
peace to the market.”

According to a source, Iran and
the UN nuclear agency have
settled their disputes over one
of the three places where the
IAEA suspected the presence of
undeclared nuclear material and
the finding of uranium enriched
to 83.7 percent at Iran’s Fordow,
Tasnim reported.

The source said that the techni-
cal conversations between Iran
and the International Atomic
Energy Agency resulted in the
reduction of the number of unre-
solved cases to only two.

Based on the source, the IAEA's
request for an explanation on
what it alleges to be undeclared
traces of uranium at one of the
three sites has been resolved.
The informed source said that
the alleged Abadeh (Marivan) is-
sue had been settled and that the
IAEA had based its allegations
that Iran had been enriching
uranium at four secret facilities
on erroneous and unreliable ev-
idence.

The source added that another
disagreement with Iran over the
UN nuclear agency’s discovery
of uranium that had been en-
riched to an 83.7 percent level
during an inspection of the For-
dow nuclear site has been set-
tled as a result of Iran’s technical
explanations.

The source also said that about
one-third of the IAEA cameras
have already been installed and
are operating in offline mode

T'wo steps to settle sethacks

without transmitting data, and
that Iran has consented to the in-
stallation of a number of camer-
as at the Isfahan nuclear facility.
Grossi message to Amir Abdol-
lahian

Prior to the meeting of the IAEA
Board of Governors, which will
be held in Vienna next week,
Iranian Foreign Minister Hos-
sein Amir Abdollahian and Iran’
envoy to Vienna, Mohsen Naziri
Asl, held a meeting to discuss
and review the latest develop-
ments of interactions with the
IAEA as well as the prospect of
cooperation.

Naziri Asal also presented the
message of Rafael Grossi, the
IAEA director general to Amir
Abdollahian  surrounding the
agency’s readiness to continue
cooperation and contact the
high-ranking Iranian authorities.
Amir Abdollahian welcomed the
cooperation between the agency
and Iran, which led to the reso-
lution of some remaining issues,
and emphasized the need for
constructive interaction between
the IAEA and Tehran with the aim
of promoting cooperation.

He also mentioned the impor-
tance of interaction at high lev-
els with the IAEA officials and
welcomed the director general's
proposal for contact at appropri-
ate levels.

Grossi visited Tehran back in
March which at the end of his
tour, Iran and the UN body is-

sued a joint statement in which
they committed to working more
closely together to iron out any
unresolved issues with the Safe-
guards Agreement.

The two sides concurred, ac-
cording to the statement, that
bilateral interactions will be con-
ducted in a spirit of cooperation,
in full compliance with the IAEA's
competencies and Iran’s rights
and duties under the compre-
hensive Safeguards Agreement.
“Regarding the outstanding
safeguards issues related to the
three locations, Iran expressed
its readiness to continue its co-
operation and provide further in-
formation and access to address
the outstanding safeguards is-
sues,” the statement highlighted.
The following is the text of the
joint statement by the two sides
posted on the IRNA website:
IAEA Director General Mr. Rafael
Mariano Grossi visited the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran on 3 and 4
March 2023. In the context of his
visit, he met President of the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran, H. E. Mr.
Ebrahim Raisi, as well as with
the Minister of Foreign Affairs,
H. E. Mr. Hossein Amir Abdolla-
hian, and the Vice-President of
the Islamic Republic of Iran and
President of the Atomic Energy
Organization of Iran (AEOI), H. E.
Mr. Mohammad Eslami.

These high-level meetings ad-
dressed the importance of taking
steps in order to facilitate en-

hanced cooperation, to expedite
as appropriate the resolution of
outstanding safeguards issues.
Both sides recognize that such
positive engagements can pave
the way for wider agreements
among state parties.

The AEOI and the IAEA agreed
on the following:

* Interactions between the IAEA
and Iran will be carried out in a
spirit of collaboration, and in
full conformity with the com-
petences of the IAEA and the
rights and obligations of the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran, based on
the comprehensive safeguards
agreement.

* Regarding the outstanding
safeguards issues related to the
three locations, Iran expressed
its readiness to continue its co-
operation and provide further in-
formation and access to address
the outstanding safeguards is-
Sues.

* Iran, on a voluntary basis will
allow the IAEA to implement fur-
ther appropriate verification and
monitoring activities. Modalities
will be agreed between the two
sides in the course of a techni-
cal meeting which will take place
soon in Tehran.

In a sign that the West is willing
to intensify its propaganda cam-
paign against Iran, Bloomberg
claimed in February that the UN
nuclear watchdog’s inspectors
had found uranium enriched
to purity just short of weap-

10TC prepared for maximum ol export’

ons-grade levels.

According to Bloomberg, in-
spectors from the IAEA found
uranium materials in Iran that
are enriched up to 84%.
“Inspectors need to determine
whether Iran intentionally pro-
duced the material, or whether
the concentration was an unin-
tended accumulation within the
network of pipes connecting
the hundreds of fast-spinning
centrifuges used to separate the
isotopes,” Bloomberg said.

Iran has unequivocally denied
the report that it had enriched
uranium to levels higher than 60
percent purity, asserting that the
nation’s nuclear facilities have
never breached the level.
Bloomberg claimed “the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) is seeking to understand
how Iran acquired uranium en-
riched to 84% purity.”

It was also purportedly said that
highly enriched uranium par-
ticles had been discovered by
IAEA inspectors “inside the net-
work of pipelines linking centri-
fuges used to segregate uranium
isotopes.”

Atthe time, Behrouz Kamalvandi,
spokesman for the Atomic Ener-
gy Organization of Iran (AEQI),
said Bloomberg’s report was an
attempt to falsify the facts.
Russia’s permanent represent-
ative to international organiza-
tions in Vienna Mikhail Ulyanov
said in March that some mem-
bers of the IAEA leak sensitive
information to complicate the
talks surrounding the Iran nucle-
ar issue.

“Some #IAEA member states al-
ways leak sensitive information.
This isn't the fault of the Agen-
cy’s Secretariat. With a great de-
gree of probability, we can iden-
tify those member states who
leak confidential information in
order to complicate discussions
in the IAEA Board of Governors,”
Mikhail Ulyanov said.

In another tweet, he said, “The
removal of cameras from the
Iranian nuclear installations was
a pretty significant result of #E3
and #US-sponsored resolution
of the #IAEA Board of Governors
on #lran. The neutralization of
this strategic irresponsible mis-
take is not an easy task.”

The value of Iran’s non-oil export to Kazakhstan in-
creased by 67 percent in the first month of the current
Iranian calendar year (March 21-April 20), as com-
pared to the first month of the past year, the spokes-
man of Trade Development Committee of the Iranian
House of Industry, Mining, and Trade has announced.
Ruhollah Latifi said that Kazakhstan imported non-oil
commodities worth $12.5 million from Iran in the first
month of this year.

As previously reported, the value of Iran’s export to
Kazakhstan increased by 27 percent in the past Irani-
an calendar year 1401 (ended on March 20).

Iran exported commodities worth $210 million to Ka-
zakhstan, and imported goods valued at $318 million
from the country in the previous year.

The value of Iran-Kazakhstan annual trade also rose
20 percent in the past year.

During a meeting between Head of Iran Chamber of
Commerce, Industries, Mines, and Agriculture (ICCI-
MA) Gholam-Hossein Shafeie and Kazakhstan’s Dep-
uty Minister of Trade and Integration Kairat Torebayeyv,
in late April, the two sides discussed the ways for the
expansion of trade ties between the two countries.

In the meeting held at the place of ICCIMA, Shafeie
emphasized the special position of Kazakhstan as a
trade partner for Iran and said the presence of the two
countries in the Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU)
and the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO)
pacts has opened new doors for the development of
economic relations, and the private sectors of the two
countries should take advantage of this opportunity.
Emphasizing that paying attention to rail, road and sea
transportation infrastructure should be a priority of
the two countries, the ICCIMA head stated: “The most
important problem in the way of improving the level of
trade cooperation between Iran and Kazakhstan is the

issue of transportation. Solving this issue requires the
will of the authorities of the two countries. The future
of transit between the two countries can be bright due
to Kazakhstan’s connection to China and Iran’s access
to the open waters of Southeast Asia, provided that
the infrastructure for exploiting this opportunity is
available.”

The Kazakh official for his part emphasized that his
country is seeking to improve business relations with
Iran as much as possible and said: “Iran is our main
way to communicate with Turkey and West Asia. So
far, we have had 20 million dollars in financial trans-
actions, and the aim of these meetings is to increase
this amount to 60 million dollars.”

“Our economies have a good overlap. We are looking
for further development of relations between the two
countries, especially in the field of vegetables, fruits
and fisheries”, he added.

Back in last November, Iran and Kazakhstan inked a
memorandum of understanding (MOU) on the expan-
sion of cooperation in the agriculture and trade fields
as well as industries, logistics, transportation and
technology transfer in Tehran.

The MOU was signed by Javad Sadati-Nejad, the Ira-
nian agriculture minister, and Zhumangarin Serik, the
deputy prime minister and minister of trade and inte-
gration of Kazakhstan, who visited Tehran on top of a
Kazakh delegation.

As reported, the effort of the two countries in order
to increase the value of bilateral trade to about one
billion dollars, based on the agreements of the presi-
dents of the two countries, is considered in the MOU.
During a meeting between Kazakhstan Prime Minister
Alikhan Ashanuly Smaiylov and Iran’s First Vice Pres-
ident Mohammad Mokhber on the sidelines of the
Second Caspian Economic Forum in Moscow in Oc-

tober 2022, the Kazakh side emphasized the impor-
tance of improving the level of cooperation between
Tehran and Astana in the oil swap, as well as industry,
agriculture, scientific and cultural sectors.

Mokhber, for his part, said that the level of trade be-
tween Iran and Kazakhstan can quickly reach three
billion dollars, considering the existing capacities of
the two countries.

The Kazakh prime minister welcomed the proposal
of Iran’s first vice president and stated that the nec-
essary fields and capacities of the two countries are
ready to raise the level of trade exchanges between
Iran and Kazakhstan and reach three billion dollars a
year.

Mokhber then announced Iran’s readiness to send
mining companies to Kazakhstan and added: “Teh-
ran is ready to cooperate with Astana in port, dam
construction, hydropower plant construction,
knowledge-based and technical and engineering
services.”

Also, during an Iran-Kazakhstan business forum
hosted by the ICCIMA in Tehran in mid-October last
year, the two sides stressed the need for removing
visa issuance and transportation obstacles, to realize
a $6 billion annual trade target.

The business forum was attended by senior officials
from both sides including Shafeie, Torebayev, Kazakh
Ambassador to Tehran Askhat Orazbay, and ICCIMA
Deputy Head Mohammadreza Karbasi, as well as the
head of Iranian chambers of commerce and business-
men from the two sides.

The members of the Iran-Kazakhstan Joint Chamber
of Commerce, representatives of the Islamic Republic
of Iran Railways (RAl), the Trade Promotion Organi-
zation (TPO), and the Agriculture Ministry were also
present at the event.

Export from Sis-
tan-Baluchestan
increases 14% in a
year

The value of non-oil export from
Sistan-Baluchestan province, in
the southeast of Iran, increased
by 14% in the past Iranian calen-
dar year 1401 (ended on March
20), as compared to the preced-
ing year, a provincial official an-
nounced.

Mehdi Shojaei, the general-di-
rector of the office of economic
affairs coordination of the prov-
ince’s governorate, said that 4.6
million tons of products worth
$1.605 billion were exported
from the province in the past
year, indicating also six percent
growth in terms of weight, year
on year.

He named cement, clinker, coal,
gas, agricultural poison, dates,
tomatoes, laundry  powder,
plums, raisins, shrimp, fish and
canned fish, other agricultural
products and permitted food
items as the main exported
products, and Pakistan, Afghan-
istan, India, Irag, Kuwait, UAE,
Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Indo-
nesia, Tajikistan and Lebanon as
the major export destinations.
Shojaei  further  announced
that two million tons of non-oil
goods valued at $2.222 billion
were imported to the province
during the previous year, with
18 percent fall in weight, while
49 percent growth in worth, year
on year.

He named wheat, rice, corn,
oats, mango, banana, sesame,
potato, live livestock, cloth, tea,
mats, car spare parts, light and
heavy car tires, cooling devices,
spices, and fish as the major
imported items and Russia, Pa-
kistan, France, Germany, India,
Brazil, United Arab Emirates,
China, Thailand, Netherlands,
Kenya and Afghanistan as the
main sources of imports to the
province in the past year.

As announced by the spokes-
man of Trade Development
Committee of the Iranian House
of Industry, Mining, and Trade,
the value of Iran’s non-oil export
rose 10 percent in the past year.
Ruhollah Latifi said that 122.056
million tons of non-oil commod-
ities worth $53.166 billion were
exported in the previous year.
China with the purchase of
$14.584 billion of commodities
(no change), Irag with $10.238
billion (15 percent growth), Tur-
key with $7.459 billion (23 per-
cent growth), the United Arab
Emirates (UAE) with $5.767
billion (28 percent growth), and
India with $2.146 billion (18
percent growth) were the first
five export destinations of Ira-
nian goods in 1401, the official
stated.

Latifi further announced that
37.18 million tons of non-oil
commodities valued at $59.655
billion were imported to the
country during the past year,
with a 10 percent drop in weight,
and a 13 percent rise in worth,
year on year.

The UAE with sales of $18.395
billion (11 percent growth), Chi-
na with $15.744 billion (24 per-
cent growth), Turkey with $6.99
billion (15 percent growth),
India with $2.019 billion (80
percent growth), and Germany
with $2.019 billion (five per-
cent growth), were the first five
countries supplying goods to
Iran in 1401, he stated.

The official went on to say that
the country’s non-oil trade
reached 159.236 million tons
worth $112.821 billion in the
previous year, with an 11.2 per-
cent growth year on year.
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Iran to activate tran-
sit route connecting
Oman to Turkmen-
istan, Uzbekistan:
diplomat

A senior Iranian diplomat has
said that Iran discussed with
Oman the activation of a tran-
sit route connecting Oman to a
number of Gentral Asian coun-
tries.

The official, Alireza Enayati, who
is the head of the Persian Gulf
Bureau at the Iranian Foreign
Ministry, spoke about the trade
corridor as part of explaining the
achievements of the Sultan of
Oman’s two-day trip to Tehran.
“Relations between Iran and
Oman have accelerated com-
pared to the past after Dr. Raisi’s
visit to the Sultanate of Oman last
year and the signing of several
cooperation documents. Based
on this, the parties developed
and deepened their cooperation
at different levels,” Enayati said
in remarks to IRNA.

He said, “The volume of trade be-
tween Iran and Oman increased
to 2 billion dollars last year.”

In the field of transportation and
shipping, we also saw progress
between the two sides, the dip-
lomat noted. “One of the impor-
tant points that were and still is
the focus of Raisi’s trip and the
Sultan of Oman’s trip to Iran is
the topic of transportation and
transit, on which good discus-
sions took place between the two
sides,” he explained.

Enayati also pointed to the Ash-
gabat Agreement which is de-
signed to turn Iran into a transit
hub between many countries.
“Serious discussions have been
held between Tehran and Muscat
for the activation of the Ashgabat
Agreement, which is a transit be-
tween Iran, Oman, Turkmenistan
and Uzbekistan, and we hope to
see the activation of this corridor
in the future,” he said.

“In the field of investment, free
zones and energy, a discussion
was held between two Iranian
and Omani delegations during
this trip, and the parties empha-
sized the development and deep-
ening of these cooperations,”
Enayati stated.

Sultan Haitham bin Tarik con-
cluded his two-day visit to Iran
and left Tehran for Muscat on
Monday morning after meeting
Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei,
the Leader of the Islamic Rev-
olution. In Tehran, he met with
President Raisi and First-Vice
President Mohammad Mokhber.
Heading a large politico-econom-
ic delegation, Sultan Haitham ar-
rived in Tehran on Sunday. His
visit gave new momentum to
Iran-Oman relations, which have
already been strong and histori-
cal.

“Although relations  between
Iran and Oman are in an upward
trend and can be referred to as a
‘successful bilateral cooperation
model’, it has more capacities for
development,” Enayati said. “In
their talks, the heads of the two
countries emphasized that along
with political relations, economic
and commercial relations should
also increase.”

The Leader also stressed the
need for further expansion of
Iran-Oman relations. “We believe
that the expansion of bilateral
relations in all fields is beneficial
for both countries,” he added,
according to khamenei.ir.

The Leader also referred to the
negotiations that have taken
place between the Iranian and
Omani sides. “The important
thing is that these negotiations
should be followed up seri-
ously until tangible results are
achieved, and eventually rela-
tions should be expanded,” he
said.
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TEDPIX climbs

TEDPIX, the main index of Teh-
ran Stock Exchange (TSE), gained
13,042 points to 2.288 million on
Tuesday.

As reported, over 10.192 billion
securities worth 81.048 trillion rials
(about $1.92 million) were traded
at the TSE.

TSE is one of the four Iranian stock
exchanges, and the most impor-
tant one. The other three ones are
Iran Mercantile Exchange (IME),
Iran Energy Exchange (IRENEX),
and Iran’s over-the-counter (OTC)
market, known as Iran Fara Bourse
(IFB).

(| Selence Backed Benefits of Sesame Oi

Source:

Sesame oil is made from raw, pressed
sesame seeds and has culinary, me-
dicinal, and cosmetic uses (1Trusted
Source).

This article lists 10 science-backed
benefits of sesame oil.

1. High in antioxidants

Sesame oil contains sesamol and
sesaminol, two antioxidants that may
have powerful effects on your health
(2Trusted Source).

Antioxidants are substances that help
reduce cell damage caused by free rad-
icals. An accumulation of free radicals
in your cells may lead to inflammation
and disease (3Trusted Source).

A one-month study in rats found
that taking sesame oil supplements
protected against heart cell damage
(4Trusted Source).

2. Has strong anti-inflammatory prop-
erties

Chronic inflammation can be harmful
and lead to illness, which is why it's
important to limit it as much as possi-
ble (6Trusted Source).

More recently, animal and test-tube
studies have shown that sesame oil
can reduce inflammation, which may
be one of its main health benefits.
However, more studies in humans are
needed.

3. Good for your heart

A well-established body of research
shows that a diet rich in unsaturat-
ed fats is good for heart health (9,
10Trusted Source).

Sesame oil comprises 82% unsaturat-

ed fatty acids (11Trusted Source).

In particular, it’s rich in omega-6 fatty
acids. Omega-6 fatty acids are a type
of polyunsaturated fat that is essential
to your diet and plays an important role
in heart disease prevention (12Trusted
Source).

4. May help control blood sugar
Sesame oil may support healthy blood
sugar regulation, which is especially
important for people with diabetes.
Sesame oil may even play a role in
long-term blood sugar regulation.

5. May help treat arthritis
Osteoarthritis affects nearly 15% of
the population and is a common cause
of joint pain (16Trusted Source).
Several rodent studies have linked
sesame oil to improvements
in arthritis (17Trusted Source,
18Trusted Source, 19Trusted
Source, 20Trusted Source).

6. May help heal wounds and burns
While sesame oil can be consumed for
its health benefits, it may also be used
topically for wounds and burns.

The oil’s ability to speed the healing of
wounds and burns can likely be attrib-
uted to its antioxidant and anti-inflam-
matory properties (24Trusted Source).
7. May protect against UV rays

Some research shows that sesame
oil may protect against damage from
UV rays, which can harm your skin.
This effect is likely largely due to its
high antioxidant content (25Trusted
Source).

Several sources claim that sesame oil

can be a good natural sunscreen and
has a natural SPF. However, there is
limited research on its effectiveness
to protect from the strong rays of the
sun, so it’s best to use sunscreen.
8-10. Other potential benefits
Although research is limited, some ev-
idence suggests that sesame oil may
offer the following ben-

efits:

8. May im-

prove sleep

quality. - A
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study
showed
that
drip-
ping
sesame
oil on the
foreheads
of 20 partici-
pants during sev-
en, 30-minute sessions
over a 2-week period im-

proved sleep quality and quality of life,
compared with a placebo treatment
(26Trusted Source).

9. Topical application may re-
lieve pain. Some studies have shown
that a massage with sesame oil may
help reduce arm and leg pain (7Trust-

L

e

Source,

By:
27Trusted Source).
10. May improve hair health.
Compounds in this oil may increase
hair shine and strength.
The bottom line
Sesame oil is a delicious and healthy
fat to add to your diet.
Thanks to its antioxidant content and
anti-inflammatory  properties, it
may benefit your heart, joints,
&+ skin, hair, and more. How-
L. ever, more research in
e - humans is needed to
investigate these po-
tential effects.
You can take
advantage of the
potential benefits
of sesame oil by
adding it to recipes
and consuming it
as part of a
balanced
diet.

The head of Iran’s Ports and Maritime Organization (PMO) said
that the development of the country’s marine transportation fleet
is a top agenda of this organization’s activities.

Making the remarks in a live TV program on Monday night,
Ali-Akbar Safaei said that Iran is a country that conducts more
than 90 percent of its trade via sea, and noted: “For this reason,
the country’s maritime fleet should be modernized in the north
and south, especially in the north of the country, and the capaci-

ties should be also increased.”

He further pointed to the strategies of the Ports and Maritime

LS., South Ko-
rea In talks to
release frozen
Iranian assets;
report

officials from the United States and
South Korea are holding talks over
unfreezing Iranian funds held in South
Korean banks, according to a South
Korean daily.

The talks are focused on releasing the
$7 billion Iranian funds that have long
been blocked in South Korean banks
due to U.S. sanctions on lIran. The
funds are oil revenues dating back to
the period prior to the re-imposition of
U.S. sanctions on Iran in May 2018.
Citing diplomatic and government
sources, The Korea Economic Daily
said, “Korean and U.S. government
officials are involved in working-level
discussions under Washington’s lead-
ership to unfreeze the Iranian funds.”
The newspaper said the funds, if re-
leased, would only be used for public

ports.”

and humanitarian purposes such as
UN dues and COVID-19 vaccines.

“If all goes to plan, we expect our
strained relationship with Iran to im-
prove significantly,” said a Seoul gov-
ernment official.

If talks turn out to be successful, the
frozen money will be allowed to be
transferred to Iranian bank branches in
neighboring Middle Eastern countries,
not directly to Iran, to monitor the flow
and use of the funds, sources said.
The Korean newspaper also pointed
to media speculation over the conces-
sions that Iran is expected to make in
exchange for getting its money unfro-
zen. It said that media reports alleged
that Iran would release U.S. prisoners
and limit uranium enrichment levels
to 60% in return. These speculations

Organization in attracting domestic and foreign investment and
said: “So far 110 trillion rials (about $262 million) of private sec-
tor’'s investment has been attracted, and more than this amount
of investment by the private sector is being made in the country’s

The investment of the private sector along with the investment of
the Ports and Maritime Organization can create good conditions
for the ports, the PMO head added.
He also said that good things have happened in the field of at-
tracting foreign investors as well.

have so far not been confirmed by of-
ficials.

The frozen Iranian funds have been the
biggest obstacle to improvement in
Tehran-Seoul relations. They have also
been a source of tensions between the
two countries.

South Korea seems to be willing to
improve its relations with Iran by re-
leasing its funds. “Analysts said if the
$7 billion Iranian funds are released,
it would significantly improve Seoul’s
relations with Tehran, an energy and
military power in the Middle East,” the
Korean newspaper wrote.

“There is nothing South Korea can gain
from becoming an enemy of Iran,” said
Sung ll-kwang, a Korea University pro-
fessor. “Korea will benefit from gaining
access to Iran’s huge market.”

[ran, Turkmemistan
sion  cooperation documents

Iran and Turkmenistan signed five
cooperation documents late on
Tuesday.

The documents include coopera-
tion in areas of electricity transfer,
comprehensive cooperation in are-
as of diplomacy and customs, and
higher education.

The agreements were signed at
the presence of Presidnet Ebrahim
Raisi of Iran and Gurbanguly Ber-
dimuhamedow, the chairman of the
People’s Council of Turkmenistan.
Berdimuhamedow arrived in the
Iranian capital on Tuesday for a
meeting with Iranian officials, in-
cluding President Raisi.

He is leading a politico-economic
delegation, according to official
news agency IRNA.
Berdimuhamedow met with Aya-
tollah Sadegh Larijani, the head of
Iran’s Expediency Council. “Inspired
by the model of the Islamic Repub-
lic, we established the Assembly of
Elders and Expedients in Turkmen-
istan,” he said in the meeting, ac-
cording to IRNA.

He added, “We consider Iran as our
second country. Our relations are
higher than normal relations be-
tween two neighboring countries,
and as the Supreme Leader of Iran
has said, our relations are kinship
relations. Each era has its own char-
acteristics, but our relations have
always been at the best level. Iran
has a special place with us and we
stand by each other in sadness and

happiness.”

Larijani also praised the Iran-Turk-
menistan relations. “We are two
neighbors with a long common
border and our religious, cultural,
historical and other connections
bind us together. During the last 50
years, we have seen the least chal-
lenges at the borders and, God will-
ing, by strengthening these good
relations, the bond between the two
countries will become stronger,” he
said.

He added, “Paying attention to the
historical and religious culture and
identity is very necessary to main-
tain authority, especially at a time
when the West has attacked the cul-
ture and identity of Muslim coun-
tries and the region.”

Referring to the abundance of ener-
gy resources in Turkmenistan and
the construction of the Friendship
Dam, Larijani said, “It is necessary
to deepen and expand economic
discussions. Two countries can
overcome the challenges and raise
the level of their economic relations
to a much higher level than the cur-
rent situation.”

Berdimuhamedow also said, “Your
reference to the Friendship Dam
was a subtle point. The water issue
is a big problem in the region and
some want to violate international
laws. It is necessary for us to be
serious about the issue of water
and prevent problems in the water
field.”
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