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“An aircraft carrier is 100,000 tons
of diplomacy,” said Henry Kissinger,
about half a century ago during his
tenure as US Secretary of State. The
roots of this phrase date back to the
nineteenth century, when Western co-
lonial powers used a special method
to secure their colonial interests.
Political and commercial representa-
tives of these powerful countries went
to other countries and negotiated with
their leaders. At the same time, war-
ships were stationed near the coasts
of the target country. The host coun-
try was informed of the presence of
warships on its shores, and Western
envoys dictated what they wanted to
the other side with the support of their
navy without the need for operation-
al use of ships. This threatening and
common method later became known
as “gunboat diplomacy” and entered
international relations literature. De-
spite the fact that nearly two centuries
have passed since those days, this di-
plomacy is still in use. James Cable, a
British naval officer, and diplomat, has
spent more than two decades explain-
ing this diplomacy through a series of
writings. Cable divides “gunboat diplo-
macy” into four categories:
-Definitive Force: the use of gunboat
diplomacy to create or remove a fait
accompli.

-Purposeful Force: application of naval
force to change the policy or character
of the target government or group.
-Catalytic Force: a mechanism de-
signed to buy a breathing space or
present policymakers with an in-
creased range of options.
-Expressive Force: use of navies to
send a political message. This aspect
of gunboat diplomacy is undervalued
and almost dismissed by Cable.

The Islamic Republic of Iran’s ap-
proach to the sea has changed since
about 14 years ago. In October 2009,
Ayatollah  Khamenei, Command-
er-in-Chief of the Armed Forces, used
the term “strategic naval force” for the
first time, stating that “the naval force
today is a strategic force in many parts
of the world and in our country; it
should be viewed as a strategic force.”
The result of this change in perspec-
tive and strategy can be seen today in
the voyage of the 86th flotilla to the
farthest waters of the world. In this
mission, the destroyer Dena traveled
a route that had never been taken
before in Iran’s history. The destroyer
voyaged the largest oceanic expanse
inthe world, namely the Pacific Ocean.
A very important point that is less
noticed in this regard is that this sig-
nificant achievement was made under
severe sanctions against Iran, and
what has been built and utilized is en-
tirely the product of Iranian experts’
thinking and efforts. This key point is
deliberately ignored by anti-Iran media
outlets. Anyway, presence in interna-
tional waters and the advancement of
its navy is not just a choice for us. We
are obliged to have this presence and
progress. The Islamic Republic of Iran
is facing various threats, a significant
portion of which originates from the
sea. The United States is officially
and openly seeking to besiege and
suffocate Iran in the seas. The theft
of Iranian oil tankers, which has hap-
pened repeatedly, and harassment of
other Iranian vessels are among these
threats.

We have no choice but to strengthen
ourselves in the seas to protect Iran’s
economic interests and maritime
trade. Another point is that the global
order is undergoing serious changes
and transformations. In such circum-
stances, while it is clear that the sea is
a source of power and many benefits if
a country wants to have a proper place
in the new global order, it cannot and
should not appear weak at sea.

Until just a few years ago, Americans
had complete superiority in the air.
Two years ago, General Kenneth Frank
McKenzie, then-commander of CENT-
COM, made a notable admission and
said that with Iran’s drone advance-
ments, America had lost complete
air superiority for the first time since
the mid-twentieth century. The great
achievement that was accomplished
in the air with Iranian creativity and
perseverance will soon happen at sea
as well.

After ten vyears, Secretary
of Iran’s Supreme National
Security Council (SNSC) Ali
Shamkhani was replaced with
Ali Akbar Ahmadian, a veter-
an Islamic Revolution Guards
Corps commander who is set
to transform the security body.
Rumors surrounding Sham-
khani’s departure first came to
the surface in January, when
one of his close associates was
put to death over espionage for
the MI6. Nevertheless, Sham-
khani remained in his post and
continued to make the head-
lines by orchestrating a thaw
in Iran-Saudi relations. Over
the course of his tenure as a
top security official, Shamkha-
ni coordinated a lot of nation-
al security decisions ranging
from nuclear talks to internal
developments.

He is now being replaced with
a hard-nosed IRGC general
whose career within the IRGC
is distinguished by strategizing
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and strategic planning. Ali Ak-
bar Ahmadian is a quiet, cagey
and taciturn general whose ac-
tions speak louder than words.
A dentist-turned-general, Ah-
madian served in various po-
sitions in the IRGC and rose
through the ranks to become
the mastermind of many IRGC
initiatives and policies. His en-
tire career in the IRGC is char-
acterized by leadership and
strategic planning. The heady
days of his youth coincided
with the outbreak of the Iran-
Iraq war of the 1980s, which
left a formative impact on his
career as a navy admiral. Dur-
ing the war, he participated in
many operations, including at
sea. In some cases, he person-
ally played a role in some mar-
itime retaliatory operations,
an experience that he would
use to develop strategies for
“reciprocal operations” in the
IRGC Navy.

After the war, he was appointed

as the deputy commander of
the IRGC Navy. In this position,
he “theorized” the maritime
experience of the war in coun-
tering the aggressions of the
U.S. In a sense, he is seen as
the main architect of the IRGC
Navy.

Also, he is one of the mas-
terminds who developed the
asymmetric warfare doctrine,
which he put into practice
when he later became the chief
commander of the IRGC Navy.
In addition, Ahmadian reshuf-
fled the IRGC during this lat-
er tenure as the chief of the
force’s joint staff. In this posi-
tion, he put the IRGC’s house
in  order administratively,
something that earned him the
approbation of Ayatollah Seyed
Ali Khamenei, the Leader of the
Islamic Revolution. Five years
later, the entire IRGC entered a
new administrative stage under
the supervision of Ahmadian.
At the same time, Ahmadian

A
A
was appointed as the com-
mander of the IRGC’s Imam
Hossein  University,  which
played a great role in providing
the force with the qualified ca-
dets.

The new security chief has
obtained a PhD degree in stra-
tegic management from the
National Defense University. In
September last year, Ayatollah
Khamenei appointed him as
a member of the Expediency
Council.

Ahmadian is taking up the reins
of Iran’s national security at a
time when the country is navi-
gating through sensitive issues
at home and abroad. These is-
sues range from Afghanistan,
Azerbaijan, and Saudi Arabia
to the now defunct 2015 Iran
deal, which is formally called
the Joint Comprehensive Plan
of Action (JCPOA).

Shamkhani handled some of
these issues. He played a key
role in paving the way for Teh-

ran and Riyadh to sign a Chi-
nese-brokered deal in Beijing
on March 10. The deal restored
the Iran-Saudi diplomatic rela-
tions after seven years.
Shamkhani has held the po-
sition since September 2013.
Since then, he has been over-
seeing major cases ranging
from the nuclear talks to re-
gional negotiations with Iran’s
Arab neighbors.

In his recent weeks at the
SNSC, Shamkhani highlighted
the shift in the world order from
unipolarity to multipolarity.
“We are now at a critical-
ly historical juncture, and a
change in the world order is
accordingly of paramount im-
portance. The new world order
and mechanisms to approach it
would prompt us to review our
macro policies,” he underlined.
The comments were delivered
by Shamkhani in Tehran at the
“New World Order Geometry”
conference’s closing ceremo-
ny, which was held earlier this
month.

He stated that the opportuni-
ties and challenges of the new
world order rely on how na-
tions behave and prepare for
such changes.

Shamkhani also remarked that
the new world order may either
present big and bright chances
or pose threats and dangers.
“We must prepare ourselves
and increase our resilience for
global transformations,” he
noted.

Shamkhani also emphasized
the need of preparing for the
conditions brought about by
the new world order and the
changes that follow, adding
that being prepared for such
developments will allow one
to make the most of the new
world order.

Iran’s Foreign Ministry on Monday

The spokesperson reiterated Iran’s

Tehran slams lsraeh ultra-right mlmsters deseeratmn of Al-Aqsa Mosque

denounced the radical Israeli min-
ister's vandalism of the Al-Agsa
Mosque compound and urged other
nations to retaliate for the provoca-
tive act.

On Sunday, lIsrael’s far-right secu-
rity minister Itamar Ben-Gvir, who
was escorted by occupation troops,
stormed al-Agsa Mosque, Islam’s
third-holiest site, in al-Quds’ Old City.
Iranian Foreign Ministry spokesman
Nasser Kanaani said, “Such auda-
cious and provocative moves are
another aspect of the widespread and
continuous crimes of the apartheid
Zionist regime against the Palestini-
an nation, as well as the religious and
Islamic sanctities of this land.”

The Muslim world and the interna-
tional community must respond to
them in a way that is effective, quick,
and deterrent, he continued.

Kanaani stated unequivocally that
Holy al-Quds is and will be Pales-
tine’s united and permanent capital,
and that the Israeli regime’s repeated
attacks on this city and its Islamic
sanctuaries would not affect its reali-
ty or historical status quo.

During his entry into the Al-Agsa
Mosque compound, Ben-Gvir pro-
claimed that the Israeli regime is “in
charge here,” setting up a storm of
criticism.

According to Israeli media, the min-
ister’s visit was not planned with the
Jordanian Waqf, the organization in
charge of maintaining the location.
The event, held on “Jerusalem (Al-
Quds) Day”, which marks the 1967
capture and annexation of East Jeru-
salem al-Quds - a move considered
illegal under international law - has
led to violence in recent years, as
far-right Israelis shout provocative
slogans and insults, as well as phys-
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ically attack Palestinians and even
journalists, Al Jazeera reported.
Speaking on behalf of the Palestini-
an president, spokesman Nabil Abu
Rudeineh said, “Ben-Gvir's incursion
at an early hour, like thieves, into the
al-Agsa Mosque courtyards will not
change the reality and will not im-
pose Israeli sovereignty over it.”

Ben Gvir’s provocative visit to the site
of the al-Agsa Mosque in January
sparked intense condemnations from
the Arab world.

Under a status quo agreement
struck more than a century ago,
only Muslims are permitted to pray
in the al-Agsa Mosque compound.
Non-Muslim guests are allowed only
at certain hours and in specific areas.
“Attack on border guards intended to
disrupt security between Iran, Paki-
stan”

In another statement on Sunday,
Kanaani vehemently denounced the
“brutal terrorist attack” that left five
Iranian border guards martyred in
the southeast Saravan region on Sat-
urday night.

The fatal terrorist assault at a station

close to Pakistan was decried by
Kanaani as an intentional attack on
the security and interests of the two
countries.

“The Islamic Republic of Iran be-
lieves that the outlawed and terrorist
groups’ resort to such cowardly ter-
rorist action following the presence
of a high-ranking Pakistani delega-
tion, led by Prime Minister of the
Islamic Republic Pakistan Shehbaz
Sharif, in a ceremony on the inaugu-
ration of projects of the joint border
market and transfer of electricity,
(that was also) attended by our coun-
try’s president [Ebrahim Raisi] at the
Pishin border, was a targeted meas-
ure against the security and interests
of the two countries with the purpose
of preventing the common border
from being the border of friendship
and cooperation and the econom-
ic border for the people of the two
countries,” Kanaani stated.

He urged Pakistani authorities to
swiftly put the bilateral agreements
into action in face of terrorist organ-
izations and fight for tighter border
security.

commitment to the development of
regional security and cooperation
and issued a warning that the terror-
ist groups’ goal was to jeopardize the
safety of the shared border and the
local populace in those regions.
Additionally, he sent his sympathies
to the families of the victims of the
terrorist assault.

A fight that broke out in the Saravan
district on Saturday night resulted in
the martyrdom of five Iranian border
guards and the injury of another two.
The police said that a gang of gun-
men trying to breach the border near
the Mazesar border post came into
conflict with the soldiers operating in
the border regiment of Saravan.

The police added that the terrorists
abandoned the area after suffering
severe casualties.

The distance between Saravan and
the shared border with Pakistan is
only 40 kilometers.

Farah Azeem Shah, the spokesper-
son for the Baluchistan Government
in Pakistan, also denounced the ter-
rorist assault.

The time has come for the govern-
ments and countries of Iran and Pa-
kistan to send a strong message to
these groups, Azeem Shah said, em-
phasizing that the goal of such acts of
terrorism was to disrupt the cordial
relations between Pakistan and Iran.
Such despicable conduct, according
to the Pakistani official, cannot sour
goodwill for the Islamic Republic
of Iran. “This issue will not have an
impact on our joint trade and border
development projects, and Iran-Paki-
stan relations will only get stronger.”
In recent years, battles between Ira-
nian security forces and terrorist or-
ganizations as well as drug traffickers
have taken place in Saravan.

Iran-China 4-month
trade exceeds $5h

The value of trade between
Iran and China reached $5.23
billion in the first four months
of 2023, according to the data
released by China’s customs
administration.

Based on the released data,
the four-month trade between
the two countries increased by
four percent as the figure was
$5.02 billion in the first four
months of 2022, IRIB reported.
As reported, Iran’s exports to
China in the mentioned four
months faced a 39 percent de-
crease compared to the same
period last year and reached
$1.52 billion. In the same pe-
riod last year, China imported
$2.49 billion of goods from
[ran.

During this period, China’s
exports to Iran, however, in-
creased by 46 percent and
reached $3.71 billion. China
exported $2.53 billion worth
of commodities to Iran during
January -April last year.
According to the data previous-
ly released by China’s customs
administration, the value of
trade between Iran and China
increased by seven percent in
2022 compared to the previous
year.

Based on China’s customs
data, the Islamic Republic and
China traded $15.795 billion
worth of commodities in 2022,
$1.035 billion more than the
figure for 2021, IRNA reported.
As reported, China’s exports
to Iran grew by 14 percent in
the period under review com-
pared to the preceding year to
reach $9.44 billion. The Asian
country exported $8.258 billion
worth of goods to Iran in 2021.
The value of Iran’s non-oil ex-
ports to China, however, regis-
tered a two-percent decrease in
2022, reaching $6.355 billion.
Iran exported $6.502 hbillion
worth of goods to China in
2021.

Iran’s share of China’s total
global trade last year was only
0.25 percent. China’s trade with
the world reached $6.308 tril-
lion in 2022, of which $3.593
trillion was the share of the
country’s exports and $2.715
trillion was related to imports.
China’s global trade grew by
4.4 percent last year.

China is one of Iran’s main
trade partners that has main-
tained strong trade ties with
the Islamic Republic despite
the strict U.S. sanctions.
Iran and China officially signed
the document for 25-year
comprehensive cooperation in
March 2021.

The document was signed
between Iran’s former Foreign
Minister Mohammad Javad
Zarif and Chinese Foreign Min-
ister Wang Yi at the Iranian For-
eign Ministry.

Back in December 2022, Iran
and China finalized 16 mem-
orandums of understanding
(MOU) under the framework of
the two countries’ strategic 25-
year agreement.

The MOUs were signed in an
Iran-China comprehensive
cooperation program summit
which was held in Tehran on
December 13 in the presence
of Iran’s First Vice President
Mohammad Mokhber and Chi-
na’s Vice Premier Hu Chunhua.
The summit was focused on
four areas explored by four
committees between the two
countries with the aim of pav-
ing the way for the implemen-
tation of the 25-year agree-
ment.
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Commodities worth
nearly $791m trad-
ed at IME in a week

During the past Iranian calendar
week (ended on Friday), Iran
Mercantile Exchange (IME) wit-
nessed trade 3,168,012 tons of
commodities and 500 vehicles
with a total trading value of near-
ly $791 million, posting growths
of seven percent and 26 percent
in volume and value of trades
compared with the week before
that.

As reported by the IME’'s Public
Relations and International Af-
fairs Department, the exchange
saw on its metals and minerals
trading floor trade of 2,622,139
tons of commodities worth more
than $560 million.

On this floor the IME sold
1,277,140 tons of cement,
658,173 tons of steel, 536,000
tons of iron ore, 184,000 tons
of sponge iron, 7,695 tons of
aluminum, 5,050 tons of copper,
1,710 tons of zinc, 200 tons of
molybdenum concentrate and
500 vehicles.

Furthermore, the IME witnessed
on both domestic and export
rings of its oil and petrochem-
ical trading floor 443,453 tons
of commodities valued at more
than $205 million.
Commodities traded on this
floor included 118,437 tons
of bitumen, 100,000 tons of
vacuum bottom, 95,560 tons
of polymeric products, 66,000
tons of lube cut, 42,418 tons of
chemicals, 18,920 tons of sulfur,
3,057 tons of base oil, 120 tons
of gas feedstocks and 100 tons
of insulation.

The IME also traded within the
same week 102,420 tons of
commodities on its side market.
As previously reported, IME
witnessed trade of 11,429,496
tons of commodities with a total
trading value of more than $2.5
billion on its physical market
during the first month of the cur-
rent Iranian calendar year (ended
on April 20).

As reported by the IME’'s Public
Relations and International Af-
fairs Department, the exchange
saw on its metals and minerals
trading floor, trade of 9,646,113
tons of commodities valued at
more than $1.5 billion.

On this floor the IME sold
5,109,245 tons of cement,
2,398,000 tons of iron ore,
1,546,964 tons of steel, 550,600
tons of sponge iron, 88,450 tons
of zinc, 28,675 tons of alumi-
num, 25,560 tons of copper,
600 tons of molybdenum con-
centrate, 500 tons of cast iron
and 60 tons of precious metals
concentrate.

Furthermore, the exchange saw
trade of 1,661,569 tons of com-
modities worth more than $872
million on both domestic and
export pits of its oil and petro-
chemical trading floor.

ltems traded on this floor in-
cluded 437,457 tons of bitumen,
434,000 tons of vacuum bot-
tom, 393,840 tons of polymeric
products, 186,000 tons of lube
cut, 148,735 tons of chemicals,
40,080 tons of sulfur, 15,868
tons of oil, 5,268 tons of petro-
leum products, 790 tons of gas
feedstocks and 550 tons of insu-
lation.

Last was the IME’s side market
on which the exchange traded
121,814 tons of commodities.
IME is one of the four major
stock markets of Iran, the oth-
er three markets are Tehran
Stock Exchange (TSE), Iran’s
over-the-counter (OTC) market
known also as Iran Fara Bourse
(IFB), and Iran Energy Exchange
(IRENEX).
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Artificial intelligence makes our lives
safer, easier and healthier in so many
ways. But it can also pose serious
threats to our rights and society as
a whole. Here are 10 ways it impacts
everyday life, and the possible conse-
quences that follow.

Artificial intelligence, or Al, not so long
ago was a thing of science fiction.
Spaceship captains were relying on it
to navigate through “wormholes” or
to understand other species inhabit-
ing the wide universe. Today we are all
spaceship captains in a way. We use
Al to solve problems in our everyday
lives — to find the fastest way between
our home address and our workplace,
to read web pages written in another
language, to look up information we
need and for a host of other purposes.
The spread of Al is frequently applaud-
ed for making things a lot easier and a
lot less time-consuming. This, howev-
er, comes with a price. Al poses great
ethical, social and legal challenges and
threats to our societies. These chal-
lenges and threats should be carefully
considered, mitigated, and in some
cases, eliminated.

What then is Al?

J
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TEDPIX rises

TEDPIX, the main index of Tehran
Stock Exchange (TSE), gained 15,802
points to 2.318 million on Monday.
As reported, over 15.104 billion se-

TSE is one of the four Iranian stock
exchanges, and the most important
one. The other three ones are Iran
Mercantile Exchange (IME), Iran En-

15,000 points

curities worth 117.435 trillion rials
(about $279 million) were traded at

the TSE.

ergy Exchange (IRENEX), and Iran’s
over-the-counter  (OTC)  market,
known as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB).

When we talk about “Al”, we talk about
algorithms that simulate human intel-
ligence, by mimicking behaviors like
“learning” and “problem solving”. The
“normal” computer programs we used
when only Commander Spock had ac-
cess to Al were written by some smart
programmer and that was the end of
the story — the code was not changing
itself. Al-based programs are different,
they are “trained” on huge datasets by
scientists and during this training they
acquire new features and capabilities.
Now, let's consider the 10 ways in
which artificial intelligence impacts or
will probably very shortly impact our
everyday lives, ranging between the
good, the bad, and the ugly.

1. Facial recognition technology

Facial recognition technology has
gradually become our everyday expe-
rience, either through CCTVs mounted
in public places or facial recognition
technologies that come with smart-
phones. In smartphones, the Al ca-
pability is normally used for locking
and unlocking access. The data does
not leave your device, it is just there to
save you the time of typing in a pass-
word or code. That sounds pretty in-

nocent, right? Well, it could be worse,
but it is far from being innocent. Oth-
ers may unlock your phone when you
are sleeping by simply showing it your
face. The technology may be bypassed,
making data stored on your phone ac-
cessible to unauthorized people. It also
may normalize face-scanning, making
the idea of your face being scanned by
others less and less disturbing.
Connected to CCTVs, the technology is
usually justified by ‘security concerns’.
There are questions about the efficacy
of the technology in preventing crime.
Such systems threaten privacy, right to
anonymity, and personal freedom. One
cannot live a good life under constant
surveillance, cannot freely express and
share their potentially controversial
or government-critical views, cannot
simply be who they are.

2. Robotic chefs

Believe it or not, robotic chefs are also
out there already on the market. While
right now the technology is not cheap,
it may scale in the coming years, just
like automatic check-out machines
became well spread in supermarkets.
Technology may make things quicker
but the lack of random human interac-

The value of export from Golestan prov-
ince, in the northeast of Iran, increased
by 26 percent in the past Iranian calen-
dar year 1401 (ended on March 20), as
compared to the preceding year, a pro-
vincial official announced.

Darvish-Ali  Hassan-Zadeh, the head
of the province’s Industry, Mining and
Trade Department, said that non-oil
commodities worth $235 million were
exported from the province to 33 coun-
tries in the previous year.

As announced by the spokesman of
Trade Development Committee of the
Iranian House of Industry, Mining, and
Trade, the value of Iran’s non-oil export
rose 10 percent in the past year.

Ruhollah Latifi said that 122.056 mil-
lion tons of non-oil commaodities worth
$53.166 hillion were exported in the
previous year.

China with the purchase of $14.584
billion of commodities (no change),
Iraqg with $10.238 billion (15 percent
growth), Turkey with $7.459 billion
(23 percent growth), the United Arab
Emirates (UAE) with $5.767 billion (28
percent growth), and India with $2.146
billion (18 percent growth) were the first
five export destinations of Iranian goods
in 1401, the official stated.

Latifi further announced that 37.18 mil-
lion tons of non-oil commodities valued
at $59.655 billion were imported to the

Annual export from Golestan province mereases hy 26%

country during the past year, with a 10
percent drop in weight, and a 13 percent
rise in worth, year on year.

The UAE with sales of $18.395 hillion
(11 percent growth), China with $15.744
billion (24 percent growth), Turkey with
$6.99 billion (15 percent growth), India
with $2.019 billion (80 percent growth),
and Germany with $2.019 billion (five
percent growth), were the first five
countries supplying goods to Iran in
1401, he stated.

The official went on to say that the
country’s non-oil trade reached 159.236
million tons worth $112.821 billion in
the previous year, with an 11.2 percent
growth year on year.

tions can be detrimental to the quality
of our lives.)

3. Personalized shopping

How does Amazon know that | was just
thinking about purchasing that pair of
white Nikes? Al technology is widely
used by online shopping sites to cre-
ate tailored recommendations for the
customer. Sites glean your browsing
history, preferences, and interests,
also tracking your activity across other
companies’ apps and websites. Using
Al, brands can more intelligently and
efficiently scan through petabytes of
data to predict customer behavior, and
offer relevant and helpful recommen-
dations to individual consumers.

This level of intelligence is vital in
delivering a personalized shopping
experience for the consumer. Is this
a good thing? It is extremely comfort-
able, for sure. However, it is certainly
very concerning how much data tech
companies gather on us and how their
profiling, coupled with financial inter-
ests, can turn against us. Also, don'’t
you want to think outside the box
sometimes and make some bold cloth-
ing choices? How about, for example,
neon-pink Vans with a zebra pattern?
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4. Digital voice assistants

Digital voice assistance is a tool we
all use now and then and is found in
most smartphones. They let the user
conduct a search using a speech com-
mand, as well as retrieve information
via voice synthesis. In quite many
homes in the first world, there are also
separate digital voice assistants that
are used to switch on and off the radio,
to order train tickets, or to send mes-
sages to loved ones.

However, they are far from being safe
to use. There are reports of digital
voice assistants sending 1,700 per-
sonal audio files to another user, or
recording a private conversation and
sending it to a random number in the
address book without permission.

5. Smart homes

Like phones, homes are becoming
“smart.” Qur thermostats learn about
our preferences & daily habits, so that
when we return from home we are wel-
comed by our ideal temperature.
However, smart homes can be dan-
gerous. Your heating that works with a
manual turn switch cannot be hacked.
Your heating that is connected to the
Internet can.

Following the Friday execution of
three men found guilty of murder-
ing security forces in Isfahan during
riots last year, the EU foreign minis-
ters increased their list of sanctions
against Tehran on Monday, desig-
nating 5 individuals and 2 firms as
targets.

Brussels has sanctioned Iranian
persons and organizations for al-
leged suppression of the protestors
eight times since October.
Sanctions include an asset freeze
and a travel ban to the EU.

All parties on the blacklist are al-
leged to have worked along with
Iranian police “responsible for the
suppression of protests” in the
country last year, including Dr.
Seyyed Mohammad Amin Aghamiri,
secretary of Iran’s Supreme Council
of Cyberspace (SCC).

“We will approve a new package of
sanctions against Iran for human
rights abuses,” the EU’s top diplo-
mat Josep Borrell told reporters in
Brussels as he arrived at the meet-
ing of foreign ministers.

On Friday morning the Iranian judi-
ciary hanged three individuals who
had been found guilty of participat-
ing in a terrorist act that led to the
death of three security personnel in
the central city of Isfahan last year.
Majid Kazemi, Saleh Mirhashemi,
and Saeed Yaghoubi were executed
in the city of Isfahan, according to
the Mizan news agency, which is
connected to the judiciary.

EL expands sanctions on Iran
over alleged human rights violations

They were found guilty of “mohare-
beh” (war against God) for killing
three security guards — Ismail
Cheraghi, Mohsen Hamidi, and Mo-
hammad Karimi — on November
16, 2022.

With previous coordination among
themselves, the attackers opened
fire with the intention of murdering
bystanders and police forces.
Several citizens and security per-
sonnel were hurt in the terrorist
attack.

After the shooting the culprits were
arrested and the indictment was is-
sued, Mizan reported.

Court hearings on the charges of six
of the defendants in the case were
held in Isfahan, the news agency
added.

Based on the judgments issued
by three of the defendants in the
case, they were accused of using
handgun on public roads, forming
and managing a criminal group in
a bid to disrupt national security
as well as membership and co-
operation with the terrorist MKO
outfit.

According to the evidence and re-
cords in the case, as well as the
defendants’ clear declarations, the
gunshots carried out by these three
persons resulted in the martyrdom
of three security officers in Isfahan.
The other defendants in the case
received jail sentences as well, and
one of them was cleared of all ac-
cusations.
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