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weapons in modern
history

Reza Najafi, the deputy foreign min-
ister of Iran for legal and internation-
al affairs, has said that the Islamic
Republic has been the biggest victim
of chemical weapons.

Najafi made the remarks during a
meeting on Tuesday with Fernando
Arias, the director general of the
Organization for the Prohibition of
Chemical Weapons (OPCW). In the
meeting, the two sides exchanged
views on the fields of strengthening
cooperation, according to IRNA.
Najafi explained the effects of the
cruel unilateral sanctions of the
United States on the health condi-
tion and treatment of the chemical
veterans of Iran. He asked the direc-
tor general to continue his efforts to
meet the urgent medical needs of
chemical veterans.

Emphasizing that Iran is the biggest
victim of chemical weapons in mod-
ern history, Najafi pointed out that
the goal and purpose of the OPCW
will not be achieved without the
complete destruction of all types of
chemical weapons stockpiles and
the universality of the convention.
Najafi also delivered Iran’s statement
at OPCW'’s fifth review conference.
“The CWC is founded on a delicate
balance between the rights and ob-
ligations of the Parties, thus ensur-
ing the full, effective, balanced and
non-discriminatory implementation
of all pillars of the Convention is not
an option or optional but an inevita-
ble must; ensuring the Convention’s
universality is vital for achieving the
goal of a world free from chemical
weapons,” he said at the conference.
He added, “Politicization is absolute-
ly poisonous for both, the Conven-
tion and the Organization; it under-
mines their integrity and credibility
and polarizes the States Parties; in-
deed, abusing the OPCW for advanc-
ing the geopolitical rivalry and inter-
ests of a certain group of States is
an absolutely destructive approach;
to avoid further polarization of the
Parties, this must stop. Constructive
dialogue and cooperation as well
as paying due consideration to the
technical and professional nature of
the work is vital for the credibility of
both the CWC and the OPCW as well
as promoting their effectiveness;
this is the right approach that must
be pursued, particularly in regard to
the Syrian file.”

Najafi continued, “Addressing the
needs of chemical weapons victims
must be accorded a high priority;
acknowledging the presence, at this
Conference, of a number of Iranian
citizens who are the victims of chem-
ical weapons -- provided by Western
States and used by Saddam-- | must
stress that imposing sanctions on
their needs, particularly the medical
equipment and medicine they need
to alleviate their sufferings and at
least to breathe slightly normally, is
absolutely unlawful and extremely
inhumane; such sanctions is but an
insult to their injury; stop torturing
them.”

He noted, “Over the past 26 years,
we made great accomplishments in
the elimination of chemical weapons;
it is however a source of deep con-
cern that, during the same period,
we have witnessed a constant lack
of expected progress in such impor-
tant areas as assistance, protection
and international cooperation; this
cannot and must not continue.”
Najafi also proposed a number of
points with the purpose of outlining
a comprehensive and action-orient-
ed roadmap for the next five years.
He proposed, among other things,
the restoration of “the technical
nature of the Organization in fulfill-
ing the mandate of the Convention,
including through addressing the
verification related issues in full
accordance with the provisions of
the Convention and its Verification
Annex, as well as avoiding non-con-
sensual and political Ad-hoc mecha-
nisms in this regard.”

Iran’s 86th Naval Fleet, which
included the home-built Dena
Destroyer, came home on
Wednesday after the first
round of the world in a mission
dubbed “360-Degree”.

The flotilla completed a lengthy
cruise around the world and
sailed across the Indian, Pacif-
ic, and Atlantic oceans without
needing assistance from land
for the first time in Iran’s naval
history.

On September 20, 2022, it de-
parted from Bandar Abbas, a
port city on the Persian Gulf.
It finally anchored at Oman’s
Salalah harbor on the 236th day
of its journey.

The flotilla traveled 63,000 kilo-
meters and four times crossed
the equator.

Iranian ~ Foreign ~ Ministry
spokesman said on Wednesday
that the fleet earned another
award at the international level
by undertaking a lengthy jour-
ney around the globe.

Ina post on his Twitter account,

Iran 86th Naval Fleet returns home

Kanaani said the flotilla made
a round-the-world tour with
all-Iranian warships, Dena and
Makran vessels, and brought
about another honor on the
international stage for the first
time in the country’s history.
On Sunday, the 86th flotilla of
warships, which had already
traveled further than any other
Iranian flotilla in international
seas, berthed at Salalah, the
port city of Oman.

The Dena destroyer and Makran
forward base ship are part of
the Iranian flotilla.

The 86th flotilla berthed at Bra-
zil's southeastern port city of
Rio de Janeiro in February.
Dena is a Mowj-class warship
that joined the Iranian Navy in
June 2021.

The military vessel is outfitted
with anti-ship cruise missiles,
torpedoes and naval cannons.
Makran, a forward base ship
weighing 121,000 tons, is the
other vessel in the flotilla.

The oil tanker that was con-

portal of the Iranian Transport and Urban
Development Ministry, the agreement has
been signed with the aim of completing
the International North-South Transit Cor-
ridor (INSTC) According to this agree-
ment, the Russian Federation will invest

verted into a warship is used
to support the combat vessels
logistically and can carry five
helicopters.

The Iranian Navy has estab-
lished three ocean commands
to oversee naval missions to
the Indian, Pacific, and Atlantic
oceans.

As the fleet docked in Salalah,
Navy Commander Rear Admi-
ral Shahram Irani said the U.S.
failed to stop the flotilla from
passing through the Panama
Canal.

Irani asserted that “global arro-
gance” attempted to thwart the
mission of the flotilla through
threats and penalties, but was
unsuccessful.

Speaking with Fars News Agen-
cy on Saturday, he noted that
“the United States sanction was
no more than a rant based on
international law. They could
not even prevent the flotilla
from sailing into the Panama
Canal. This was another slap on
the face of the Great Satan.”

1.6 billion euros in this railway route.
Back in January, Iranian Transport and
Urban Development Minister Mehrdad
Bazrpash met with the Russian presi-
dent’s special envoy Igor Levitin to re-
view the progress in railway cooperation

The Great Satan refers to the
us.

On February 3, 2023, the U.S.
Treasury’s Office of Foreign As-
sets Control (OFAC) designated
the Dena and Makran war-
ships as lranian property for
sanctions in connection with a
broader attempt to target the
country’s drone sector.

The chief Navy officer stated in
other parts of his interview that
France claimed the Iranian ves-
sels had invaded its seas.

The French, on the other hand,
were rendered  speechless
when the flotilla reminded them
of their own shipping regula-
tions, he continued.

“The French have some islands
in the Pacific Ocean. Unfor-
tunately, they were not aware
of their own regulations and
caused disturbances for us, to
which we responded with the
language of the law,” Admiral
Irani remarked.

He also noted that “the recent
incident was a big blow to the

[ran, Russia ink agreement on completing Rasht-Astara railway

An agreement for the construction of
Iran’s Rasht-Astara railway was signed on
Wednesday between the Islamic Republic
of Iran and Russia in a ceremony attend-
ed by the presidents of the two countries
via video conference. As reported by the

between the two countries and stressed
accelerating the development of INSTC.
Bazrpash and Levitin also talked about
Iran’s railway projects that Russia is al-
ready participating in and explored ways
of developing cooperation even further.

French in the field of interna-
tional shipping, and they never
talked about it.”

Iran’s rising naval power is
winning the attention of global
powers. For example, during
a meeting with Admiral Irani
on Monday in Tehran, Admiral
Nikolai Yevmenov, command-
er-in-chief of the Russian Navy,
advocated for the advancement
of naval cooperation with Iran,
expressing willingness to sign
bilateral agreements with the
Iranian Navy in a number of
areas.

The Russian admiral also ex-
pressed hope that his visit to
Iran would result in further
improvement of cooperation
between the navies of the two
countries.

He emphasized the importance
of strengthening ties between
the Iranian and Russian naval
forces.

Yevmenov also stated that the
Russian Navy is fully prepared
to work with Iran to further ad-
vance bilateral relations.

Also, in a meeting with
Yevmenov on Monday, the dep-
uty chief of the Iranian Army
for Coordination said that the
Islamic Republic will improve
coordination with its partners,
especially Russia, to combat
challenges to regional security
posed by “global arrogance.”
Rear Admiral Habibollah Say-
yari also encouraged vigilance
to prevent any dominance of
the arrogant countries on the
global stage.

“We do not want to dominate
or attack any country, but we
stand against any threats and
arrogant domination. In this
regard, we will strengthen our
cooperation and synergy with
friendly and allied countries, in-
cluding Russia,” Sayyari stated.

[raman president calls “Nak

Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi issued a statement on

a I)y” histo

rical tragedy

children, are the concrete manifestation of state terror-

Tuesday describing Nakba (Catastrophe) Day as one of
the most agonizing “disasters in human history”.
Nakba Day marks the expulsion of more than 700,000
Palestinians from their homes and destruction of more
than 400 Palestinian villages by Israeli occupiers.

The statement by the president was issued on the 75th
anniversary of Nakba Day, when Israel was established
came into existence.

The Nakba is generally commemorated on 15 May.

In a commentary on May 15 headlined “Nakba anni-
versary highlights continued Israeli repression”, the
Human Rights Watch (HRW) quoted the Palestinian
human rights group al-Haq as saying, “The legacy of
the Nakba events is that about two-thirds of the Pales-
tinian people became refugees,” while Israel “imposed
a system of institutionalized racial discrimination over
Palestinians who remained on the land.”

President Raisi insisted on the Islamic Republic’s long-
held policy that Iran will continue to back the Palestini-
ans in their struggle to liberate their homeland from the
occupation of Israeli occupiers.

“The Islamic Republic of Iran reiterates its solidity with
this oppressed nation and emphasizes supporting the
cause and legitimate resistance of the Palestinian peo-
ple in the path of liberating the occupied territories and
forming an independent and unified government in the
entire historical land of Palestine with the capital of the
holy Quds,” Raisi said in part of his statement.

The text of the message is as follows:

May 14, 1948 is a reminder of one of the most painful
tragedies in human history. This ominous phenome-
non caused the longest and saddest political and hu-
man crisis in the last one hundred years in the world
and widespread insecurity in the West Asian region,
the organized occupation and cruel usurpation of the

Palestinian land, the killing of the oppressed Palestini-
ans and the violation of the most obvious human rights
of the original inhabitants of this holy land in 75 years.
Since the day that has been rightly named “Nakba
Day”, the Zionist regime has caused the displacement
of millions of Palestinians, the targeted assassinations
of Palestinian activists and ordinary people, the de-
struction of their homes, farms, and places of business
and the violation of fundamental principles of interna-
tional law, and it is obvious that the western supporters
of this regime, especially the United States of America,
are complicit in its crimes.

The Zionist regime continues its extreme and inhu-
mane actions against the Palestinian people in the
West Bank and the desecration of Islamic sanctities in
the holy Quds in recent months, and in recent days,
with a large-scale attack on various areas of the Gaza
Strip, especially residential buildings, and targeted as-
sassination of Palestinian citizens to escape from in-
creasing and multi-layered internal crises.

These crimes, which have led to the martyrdom of
dozens of civilians, including Palestinian women and

ism and mass murder, which has been the constant
approach of this regime for the past 75 years.

For more than 18 years, the residents of the Gaza Strip
have been living in the world’s largest natural prison
under cruel siege in @ major humanitarian crisis. The
continuation of the illegal and inhumane siege of the
Gaza Strip and the ongoing crimes of the Zionist re-
gime against the people of this region is a gross and
obvious violation of the fundamental principles of
international law, human rights and humanitarian
rights, and unfortunately, the silence and inaction of
the self-proclaimed human rights activists only lead to
the arrogance of more than apartheid regime has been
done before.

While strongly condemning the crimes of the Zionist
apartheid regime against the Palestinian nation and the
nations of the region, and while emphasizing the need
for immediate, effective and deterrent action by the re-
sponsible international institutions, led by the United
Nations, to stop the crimes of the Zionist regime and
support the Palestinian nation, the Islamic Republic of
Iran reiterates its solidity with this oppressed nation
and emphasizes supporting the cause and legitimate
resistance of the Palestinian people in the path of liber-
ating the occupied territories and forming an independ-
ent and unified government in the entire historical land
of Palestine with the capital of the holy Quds.

At the end, | re-emphasize the Islamic Republic of
Iran’s democratic plan for the political solution of the
Palestinian occupation crisis based on holding a public
referendum with the participation of all the main in-
habitants of the Palestinian land, including Muslims,
Christians and Jews, in order to exercise the right to
self-determination and to determine the type of polit-
ical system.

FM visits Sis-
tan-Baluchistan
over Iran-Afghani-
stan water issue

Foreign  Minister ~ Hossein
Amir Abdollahian visited the
southeast border province of
Sistan-Baluchistan as the dis-
pute over the sharing of water
from the Helmand River still
remains unresolved.

Nasser Kanaani, a spokesman
for the Iranian Foreign Minis-
try, stated earlier on Wednes-
day that the minister was to
meet with local provincial offi-
cials to talk about Iran’s water
rights.

Amir Abdollahian was accom-
panied by Hassan Kazemi
Qomi, the acting Iranian am-
bassador to Kabul who also
acts as Iran’s special repre-
sentative for Afghanistan, and
Rasoul Mousavi, the minis-
ter's assistant.

A protracted water conflict
between Tehran and Kabul has
been centered on the Helmand
River originating from Afghan-
istan.

Iran and Afghanistan agreed
to a pact in 1973 that grants
Iran access to 820 million
cubic meters of river water
annually.

However, since Afghanistan
was thrown into decades of
turmoil and because various
governments had varied at-
titudes toward Iran, the pact
was never fully implemented
and discussions were never
furthered.

The Taliban, which seized
control of the nation in 2021,
has declared it will uphold the
1973 pact.

However, politicians and gov-
ernment officials in Iran have
frequently argued that their
nation is not getting its fair
share of water from the river.
Ebrahim Raisi, the President
of Iran, gave orders to the for-
eign and energy ministries on
Monday to take Afghanistan’s
claim over shared water re-
sources seriously.

According to Kazemi Qomi,
Iran barely received 4% of its
allotted water during the pre-
vious Iranian year, which con-
cluded on March 20.

He expressed hope that the
disagreement will be resolved
in the current Iranian calen-
dar year and said that Afghan
authorities had pledged to
strive to eliminate any barri-
ers standing in the way of Iran
collecting its fair share from
the river.

In remarks on Monday, Ka-
zemi Qomi said one of the pri-
orities of the Foreign Ministry
is to secure Iran’s water rights
from Helmand.

Before feeding the Hamoun
Lake, which is shared by Iran
and Afghanistan, the Hel-
mand River traverses almost
a thousand kilometers from
its source in the Hindu Kush
Mountains.

The lake, which UNESCO
named a global biosphere
reserve in 2016, is crucial for
the environment and economy
of Iran’s southeast, which is
primarily desert and impov-
erished.

Iran is currently experienc-
ing a significant public health
problem due to dust storms
from the dried-up Hamoun
Lake.

The economy of the region
has suffered greatly, and
thousands of people have re-
located to the cities in order to
survive.
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IAEA not in charge
of negotiations:
nuclear chief

Iran has reacted to remarks by
the director general of the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) that the chances for re-
viving the 2015 Iran nuclear deal
are slim, saying that the I1AEA is
not responsible for the negotia-
tions.

Mohammad Eslami, the head of
the Atomic Energy Organization
of Iran (AEQI), said negotiations
over reviving the Iran nuclear
deal, officially called the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA), lies with the P5+1
group of countries, which in-
clude the five permanent mem-
bers of the UN Security Council
plus Germany.

Inan interview with the Canadian
CBC news channel, IAEA Direc-
tor General Rafael Grossi said
that the chances of Iran return-
ing to the JCPOA are slim, but
it's important to keep interacting
with Tehran.

“Probably there could be a re-
turn to the negotiating table, but
if the interactions between Iran
and the agency are seen or as-
sessed as bad and the coopera-
tion is not good, the chances are
zero,” he said.

Commenting on Grossi’s re-
marks, Eslami told reporters on
Wednesday, “The Agency is not
in charge of the (JCPOA) negoti-
ations. It is up to the P5+1.”
He added, “The relations be-
tween Iran and the agency are
based on safeguards and the
NPT treaty, and the monitoring
continues, and there has been
no defect in it, and there has
been no disruption and it con-
tinues.”

Talks on reviving the nuclear deal
don't fall within the duties of the
IAEA, the nuclear chief noted. “In
the JCPOA talks, the Internation-
al Atomic Energy Agency is nota
negotiating party.”

He also rejected a Bloomberg
allegation that monitoring activ-
ities have been reduced. “Iran
and IAEA relations are estab-
lished and continuing according
to Tehran’s statement,” he said.
In response to a question about
whether the arms embargo on
Iran will be lifted by October
2023, Eslami said, “Yes, accord-
ing to the JCPOA, the arms em-
bargo should be lifted.”

Earlier this month, Iranian For-
eign Minister Hossein Amir
Abdollahian said collaboration
between Iran and the IAEA will
soon witness a significant devel-

opment.
In an interview with IRNA
published on Sunday, Amir

Abdollahian emphasized that
throughout discussions on the
restoration of the nuclear agree-
ment and the lifting of sanctions,
Tehran is communicating with
Washington through a variety of
channels. Asserting that “a good
development has taken place in
the course of cooperation” be-
tween Iran and the UN nuclear
agency, the top diplomat noted
that Tehran had consistently
criticized the I1AEA chief’s politi-
cal approach to Iran and that he
had even brought up the issue in
a face-to-face meeting with him.
Amir  Abdollahian  continued
by emphasizing that President
Ebrahim Raisi has made it clear
that Iran is serious about coop-
erating with the IAEA and ex-
pects that the UN nuclear agency
would carry out its obligations
within legal frameworks and re-
frain from engaging in politics.
“The more the IAEA distances
itself from a political approach
and moves towards technical
cooperation, the more the path
for our agreements opens up,”
the chief Iranian diplomat point-
ed out.
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In the following, we introduced the
unique properties and benefits of wa-
termelon, this delicious summer fruit.
Loaded With Lycopene

The cheery red color comes from lyco-
pene, an antioxidant. Studies show it
may help curb your risk of cancer and
diabetes as part of a healthy lifestyle.
Watermelon has more of this nutrient
than any other fruit or veggie -- even
tomatoes. To load up on lycopene,
choose a melon with bright red flesh
rather than yellow or orange. And the
riper, the better. Also, seedless melon
tends to have more lycopene than those
with seeds.

Sun Benefit?

Some pigments help protect plants
from the sun. Oddly enough, just eat-
ing them may shield your skin, too -- at
least a little. The lycopene in watermel-
on may make it less likely that you get
sunburned. But that’s not for sure, so
keep using your broad-spectrum sun-
screen with SPF of 30 or higher every
day.

Healthier Heart

The head of Iran’s Ornamental Plants
Research Center (OPRC) said that no
permanent production and the prob-
lem of transportation are obstacles to
the growth of the country’s flowers
and ornamental plants export.

Hossein Bayat said the government’s
support for the creation of large pro-
duction centers can provide the basis
for the continuous export of these

Russia’s V'TB
hank opens of-
fice n Tehran

Russia’s VTB Bank, the country’s sec-
ond-largest bank, has opened a repre-
sentative office in Tehran, as the two
countries step up their financial coop-
eration in the face of Western sanctions.
According to the head of Iran’s Trade
Promotion Organization (TPO) Alireza
Peyman-Pak, this is the first Russian
bank that has entered Iran and the pres-
ence of this bank could have a signifi-
cant positive impact on the two coun-
tries’ financial exchanges.

Iran and Russia have been boosting
their economic ties as the two sanc-
tioned nations take new steps for ex-
panding cooperation in the energy
sector and increasing settlements in
national currencies.

In early February, Russian Deputy For-
eign Minister Andrey Rudenko told In-
terfax that the two countries are actively
cooperating in banking and are planning

points on

—

€202 ‘02 fe “Aepanes

TEDPIX gains
nearly 20,000

Wednesday

TEDPIX, the main index of Tehran
Stock Exchange (TSE), gained 19,969
points to 2.321 million on Wednes-

day.

As reported, over 13.63 billion secu-
rities worth 99.506 trillion rials (about
$199 million) were traded at the TSE.

Watermelon is rich in an amino acid
called citrulline that may help move
blood through your body and can lower
your blood pressure. Your heart also
enjoys the perks of all the lycopene wa-
termelon contains. Studies show that it
may lower your risk of heart attacks. Of
course, your whole lifestyle affects your
heart health. So make sure you also
work out, don’t smoke, limit saturated
fat, and keep up with your doctor’s ad-
vice.

Protects Your Joints

Watermelon has a natural pigment
called beta-cryptoxanthin that may
protect your joints from inflammation.
Some studies show that over time, it
could make you less likely to get rheu-
matoid arthritis.

Easy on Your Eyes

Just one medium slice of watermelon
gives you contains 9-11% of the vita-
min A you need each day. This nutrient
is one of the keys to keeping your eyes
healthy. Foods are the best

ways to get all the vitamins

and minerals that your body

products.

“One of the shortcomings of export
is that the production of flowers and
ornamental plants does not follow
a permanent trend, and for this rea-
son, we cannot have a constant and
permanent export of these products
throughout the year, and due to the
temporary stoppage of the production
of the flowers and ornamental plants,

to ramp up the share of national curren-
cies in mutual settlements.

“We are continuing to work with Iran
while promoting trade transactions in
national currencies. The share of such
settlements exceeded 60 percent in
2021. The positive trend continued last
year,” Rudenko said in an interview with
Interfax.

Also in late January, Vlyacheslav Volo-
din, the speaker of Russia’s State Duma,
said that the share of the ruble and the
rial in mutual settlements between Iran
and Russia exceeds 60 percent.

As reported by Russia Today, making
the remarks in a government meeting,
Volodin said, “It is important to use
settlements in national currencies more
actively. Much has already been done in
this regard — now the share of the ruble
and the rial in mutual settlements ex-
ceeds 60 percent. The work on the joint

needs.
Naturally Sweet Hydration
Juicy watermelon is 92% water, so it’s
a simple way to help stay hydrated.
Every cell in your body needs water.
Even a small shortage can make you
feel sluggish. If you get really dehydrat-
ed, it can become serious enough that
you need to get fluids by IV.
Soothes Your Skin
Vitamins A, B6, and C in watermelon
help your skin stay soft, smooth, and
supple. Because it’s loaded with water,
melon also makes a great face mask.
Mix 1 tablespoon of watermelon juice
with the same amount of Greek yogurt.
Spread over your face and leave on for
10 minutes to slough off any dry, dull
skin. Rinse and pat dry.
Satisfies Your Sweet Tooth
A cup of ice cream will set you
. back around 300 calories.
You can enjoy the same
amount of watermelon for
just 45.6 calories. And unlike many
other desserts, it's fat-free, choles-
terol  free, * and has no

we cannot meet the expectations of
the export market”, he further com-
plained.

“One of the ways to solve this prob-
lem is the government’s support
for the creation of large production
centers so that these centers provide
a platform for continuous export by
supporting small production units.
Otherwise, with the continuation of

application of national payment systems
is being completed. This will minimize
the impact of sanctions, but also, of
course, address issues related to mutu-
ally beneficial cooperation.”

According to Volodin, both countries
should now focus on boosting the ef-
ficiency of mutual cooperation in the
financial and banking sectors, in par-
ticular, by increasing the use of nation-
al currencies in their trade exchanges,
using the Russian ‘Mir' and Iranian
‘Shetab’ payment systems.

The Russian official further announced
that trade between Iran and Russia
surged by 15 percent in 2022, reaching
$4.6 billion.

Volodin noted that the two countries are
actively taking steps to build up mutual
trade, saying: “extremely important in
the conditions of sanctions pressure on
our countries.”

TSE is one of the four Iranian stock
exchanges, and the most important
one. The other three ones are Iran
Mercantile Exchange (IME), Iran En-
ergy Exchange (IRENEX), and Iran’s
over-the-counter  (OTC)  market,
known as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB).

Benefits of Watermelon

it will

sodium. Plus, the water in
help you stay fuller longer.
Boosts Your Workout
Watermelon’s high water content, an-
tioxidants, and amino acids may make
for a better workout. It’s also high in
potassium, a mineral that could cut
down on cramps at the gym. You can
sip watermelon juice after you sweat,
too. Doing so could help prevent mus-
cle soreness, as long as you don’t push
yourself too hard.

Easy to Digest

If you have a digestive condition like

Crohn’s or colitis, '

‘ the list of what not

to eat dur-

ing ® flare
can be long. @ vou
can put watermelon on your

“yes” list. Its soft, fleshy fruit is easy
for even an inflamed gut to digest. (Just
don’t eat the rind or the seeds if you
need to limit fiber.)

these conditions, we should not ex-
pect an increase in exports”, Bayat
commented.

In addition to the existing problems in
the field of production, transportation
and transport systems and export

laws of the destination countries have | L

also created restrictions on the export §
of these products, the head of OPRC
further lamented.

The 27th Iran International Oil, Gas,
Refining and Petrochemical Exhibi-
tion (Iran Qil Show 2023) kicked off in
a ceremony in the Iranian capital Teh-
ran on Wednesday, Shana reported.
The opening ceremony of the exhibi-
tion was attended by senior Iranian
and foreign officials including Iran’s
First Vice President Mohammad
Mokhber, Oil Minister Javad Qji, Sci-
ence, Research and Technology Min-
ister Mohammad-Ali Zolfigol, Head
of the National Iranian Qil Company
(N10C) Mohsen Khojasteh-Mehr, Syr-
ian Qil Minister Firas Hassan Kaddour,
as well as a number of parliament
members and senior oil industry di-
rectors.

Officials from NIOC, National Petro-
chemical Company (NPC), National
Iranian Gas Company (NIGC), Na-
tional Iranian QOil Refining and Distri-
bution Company (NIORDC), Iranian
Qil, Gas, and Petrochemical Products
Exporters” Union, Iranian Petroleum
Industries Equipment Manufacturers
Association and Iran Industrial Equip-
ment Manufacturers Association, and
representatives of knowledge-based
firms, technological parks, and start-
ups were also among the attendees of

the opening ceremony.

Speaking at the opening ceremony,
Oji emphasized that Oil Show 2023
is more than a common exhibition,
saying: “The presence of 200 foreign
companies in this exhibition shows
the strengthening of energy diploma-
cy by the current government.”

This major event is one of the largest
oil exhibitions in West Asia and the
world, which is held every year more
prosperously than in previous years
despite the sanctions on the oil and
gas industry, he added.

According to the minister in this ex-
hibition, in addition to presenting the
capabilities and achievements of oil
industry, the needs and challenges
of each sector are presented, and the
bases are provided for negotiation
and cooperation among all the bodies
active in this industry.

Iran Oil Show 2023 is open to visitors
every day from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
(05:30 to 13:30 GMT) until Saturday.
In addition to the Iranian firms, some
200 companies from 13 countries
have taken part in this year's exhi-
bition, whose moto is “Oil Industry;
Technological Production, Optimal
Consumption”.
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