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Israel

A senior Iranian general declared
that the Islamic Republic will sup-
port Syria in its fight against the
Israeli regime by bolstering the Syr-
ian army.

The general, Mohammad Bageri,
who is the Chairman of the Chiefs
of Staff of the Iranian Armed
Forces, made the comments on
Wednesday in Tehran in a meeting
with the visiting Chief of the Gen-
eral Staff of the Syrian Army and
Armed Forces, General Abdul Ka-
rim Mahmoud Ibrahim.

Calling the Syrian army “the impor-
tant anti-Zionist resistance axis” in
the region, he noted that “we will
reinforce this axis in cooperation
with each other, and will stand up
together to the Zionist regime’s bul-
lying.”

He said that the topic of providing
training to the Syrian army at var-
ious levels was discussed during
his conversation with his Syrian
counterpart.

The military authorities also dis-
cussed “rebuilding the Syrian army
in the post-war period” and “trans-
ferring Iran’s experience in the
military field to the Syrian armed
forces.”

Bageri applauded the Syrian mili-
tary’s counterterrorism operations
for contributing to the establish-
ment of adequate security through-
out the Arab nation.

“I hope that Syria’s rehabilitation
era will begin soon,” he added.
Syria was engulfed in a wave of
foreign-backed militancy and ter-
rorism in 2011.

The terrorist groups quickly over-
ran vast areas of Syrian country,
with essential help from the Israeli
regime.

The regime would regularly strike
Syria’s defenses while simultane-
ously providing a safe haven for ter-
rorists in the Arab country’s Golan
Heights, which has been occupied
by Tel Aviv since 1967.

In an effort to reverse the gains
made by the terrorist groups, Da-
mascus turned to its friends, par-
ticularly lran.

Tehran, then, started providing vi-
tal military advisory assistance for
Syria’s anti-terror efforts.

The Syrian official, for his part, sug-
gested that Tehran and Damascus
“cooperate with each other towards
accelerating cessation of the domi-
nation of imperialist countries.”
“We have long valued our cooper-
ation with the Islamic Republic and
will keep doing so in accordance
with the interests of the two coun-
tries,” Ibrahim added.

“Iran willing to assist Syria in
building up defensive capabili-
ties”

According to the defense minister
of Iran, Tehran is prepared to help
Syria in the post-conflict period
with its reconstruction efforts and
the growth of its defense infrastruc-
ture.

Brigadier General Mohammad Reza
Ashtiani made the comments on
Wednesday at a meeting with Gen-
eral Abdul Karim Mahmoud lbra-
him in Tehran.

He also emphasized the importance
of holding a working group for de-
fense-technical cooperation with
Syria.

The Iranian defense minister high-
lighted that the strategic and, more
crucially, fraternal accord between
Tehran and Damascus is the reason
why ties of both countries are at
their best.

Ibrahim, for his part, was grateful
for the unwavering support the
Leader of the Islamic Revolution
Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei and
the Iranian government and people
showed for Syria.

The Syrian general demanded that
Iran and Syria strengthen their
connections in all areas, particu-
larly in the military and defense
industries.

ﬂver Sm tons of steel products exported m a year

Iran exported 3.199 million
tons of steel products in the
past Iranian calendar year
1401 (ended on March 20),
Iranian Steel Producers Asso-
ciation (ISPA) announced.

The country’s steel products
export fell six percent in 1401,
as compared to 1400 when the
figure was 3.406 million tons.
The World Steel Association
(WSA) in its latest report
announced that Iran’s steel
production registered a signif-
icant growth of 21 percent in
the first two months of 2023,

compared to the same period
last year.

Based on the WSA data, Iran
produced 5.1 million tons of
steel in the two-month period
of this year, while the figure
was 4.21 million tons in the
same time span of the previ-
ous year.

With the growth of its steel
production by more than 21
percent in the first two months
of this year, Iran has been rec-
ognized as the ninth largest
steel producer in this period,
the report added.

Also, among the 10 largest
steel producers, Iran had the
highest production growth in
the two months of 2023. In
fact, out of these 10 countries,
seven countries have faced a
drop in production, and three
countries, Iran, China and In-
dia, have seen an increase in
their production in this period,
the international association
announced.

The World Steel Association
had announced in late Feb-
ruary that lran was ranked
ninth among the world’s top

steel-producing countries, ris-
ing one place in the list of the
world’s top steel-makers.

As reported by the Iranian
Mines and Mining Industries
Development and Renovation
Organization (IMIDRO), based
on the WSA data the Islamic
Republic produced 2.7 million
tons of steel in the first month
of 2023.

The figure shows a 27.7 per-
cent hike compared to the
corresponding month of the
preceding year.

As reported, the world’s top
steel-producing countries
produced 145.3 million tons
of crude steel in January to
register a 3.3-percent decline,
year-on-year.

During the mentioned month,
China produced 79.5 million
tons, becoming the top steel-
making country in the world.

India produced 10.5 million,
ranking second, followed by
Japan with the production of
7.2 million tons of crude steel.
The Iranian Steel industry has
been constantly developing
over the past years against all
the pressures and obstacles
created by outside forces like
the U.S. sanctions and the
coronavirus outbreak that has
severely affected the perfor-
mance of the world’s top pro-
ducers.

In early February, the WSA re-
ported that Iran’s crude steel

production increased by eight
percent in 2022 when the pro-
duction by the world’s top 64
steelmakers declined by 4.2
percent.

Iran was ranked first among
the world’s top steel producers
in terms of production growth
in the previous year.

Based on the WSA data, Iran
produced 30.6 million tons of
crude steel in the mentioned
year.

Meanwhile, WSA stated that
crude steel production by the
world’s top 64 producers fell
4.2 percent to stand at 1.787
billion in 2022.

Production by Europe’s ma-
jor steel producers also de-
clined significantly last year
so that Germany’s produc-
tion declined by 8.4 percent,
Italy experienced negative
growth of 11.6 percent,
France’s output declined by
13.1 percent, Spain regis-
tered a negative 19.2 percent
growth and the UK a 15.6
percent decline in steel pro-
duction.

According to the World Steel
Association, Iran was the
world’s 10th top steel producer
over the past two years, after
countries like China, India, Ja-
pan, and Russia.

The country is expected to
climb to seventh place among
the world’s top steel producers
by the Iranian calendar year
1404 (March 2025).

[rantan crude oil output rises 48,000 bpd i April: OPEC

Iran’s crude oil production increased
48,000 barrels per day (bpd) in April
to reach 2.63 million bpd, according to
OPEC’s latest monthly report Published
on Thursday. As reported, Iranian heavy
crude oil price also increased by $5.78 or
7.3 percent in the mentioned month to
stand at $84 per barrel compared to the
$78.8 per barrel in March.

According to the report, the country’s av-
erage heavy crude price was $81.56 from

the beginning of 2023 up to the report’s
publishing day, in comparison to $99.66
in the previous year's same period.
OPEC Basket prices also rose by $5.68 to
$84.13 a barrel in April.

Based on OPEC data, the country’s av-
erage crude output in the first quarter
of 2023 stood at 2.57 million barrels per
day indicating a 3,000-bpd rise com-
pared to the figure for the last quarter of
the previous year.

Iran’s oil production in 2022 increased by
seven percent compared to the previous
year, according to OPEC’s first monthly
report released in 2023.

Based on the OPEC data, the Islamic
Republic produced 2.554 million bpd
of crude oil in 2022, 162,000 bpd more
than the figure for 2021, when the output
stood at 2.392 million bpd.

Citing secondary sources, the report put
Iranian crude output for December 2022

at 2.574 million bpd indicating a 9,000-
bpd increase compared to the figure for
November.

The country’s heavy crude oil price also
increased by $30.12 in 2022 to register a
43-percent rise compared to the previous
year, according to OPEC.

Iran sold its heavy crude oil at $99.92 per
barrel on average in the mentioned year,
compared to 2021 when the average
price was $69.8 per barrel.

Tehran pushmg for eneray diplomacy m netghboring Iraq

Iran’s policy in Iraq after Sadd-
am Hussein’s regime has been to
strengthen bilateral cooperation in all
fields including political, economic,
and security.

Unfortunately, due to the war that
was imposed on Iraq during the rule
of Saddam Hussein and the terrorist
acts after the fall of the regime, this
country has faced a lot of problems,
especially in the energy sector.

In the meantime, the main policy of
the Islamic Republic of Iran has been
to support a stable and peaceful Iraq
by expanding economic activities
with this country.

Iraq is highly dependent on oil reve-
nues, and the driving engine of this
country is its oil industry, and taking
this issue into account, the Islam-
ic Republic has been following new
strategies for bilateral cooperation in
the field of energy.

Iran and Iraq are important members
of OPEC, and they have had signifi-
cant cooperation in this organization;
there are also common oil fields be-
tween the two countries, which have
expanded the capacities of bilateral
cooperation.

Back in November 2022, Iranian Pres-
ident Ebrahim Raisi said his country
was seeking expansion of energy
ties with neighbor Iraq and called on
Baghdad to take the necessary meas-
ures for collaboration in developing
joint oil fields.

Raisi made the remarks in a joint
press conference with Prime Minister
of Irag Mohammed Shia’ al-Sudani
who arrived in the Iranian capital on

November 29 to hold talks with the
authorities of the Islamic Republic.
“Fortunately, today Iran and Iraq have
very good and close cooperation in a
wide range of political, economic, se-
curity, social, cultural, scientific, and
technological areas, and we hope that
this cooperation will be improved in
the future,” Raisi said.

Later in April this year, Iraqi President
Abdul Latif Rashid traveled to Iran for
a one-day official visit at the invitation
of President Raisi. It was Abdul Latif
Rashid’s first trip to Iran after taking
the post of Iraqgi president.

During the meeting with his Iraqi
counterpart, Raisi put great emphasis
on boosting Tehran-Baghdad rela-
tions and promoting their coopera-
tion in infrastructure fields, including
water, electricity, gas, and energy
sectors.

The president added the two coun-

tries need to meet each other’s needs
by utilizing and developing their ca-
pacities.

Now less than two weeks after the
two presidents’ meeting, Iranian Oil
Minister Javad Qji traveled to Bagh-
dad on top of a senior delegation to
explore ways of expanding ties in the
areas stressed by the heads of the
governments.

Prior to Qji's visit to the neighbor-
ing country, Iran-Iraq Joint Supreme
Committee held a meeting to discuss
the common areas that would be dis-
cussed and agreed upon during Qji’'s
stay in Baghdad.

Iran’s Deputy Oil Minister for Inter-
national Affairs and Trade Ahmad
Asadzadeh was the head of the Irani-
an delegation in the session, during
which bilateral cooperation in the
development of joint fields, export of
technical and engineering services,

and implementation of memoran-
dums of understanding (MOUs) in
the oil industry were thoroughly dis-
cussed.

Oji, who arrived in Baghdad on
Wednesday, signed an MOU with his
Iraqi counterpart Hayan Abdul Ghani
to cooperate in developing the joint
oil fields situated along the shared
border between the two nations.

The MOU was signed in a ceremony
attended by Iraqi Prime Minister Mo-
hammad Shia al-Sudani.

As reported by the Iranian Oil Min-
istry’s news portal Shana, the MOU
encapsulates cooperation between
the two countries in oil, gas, and pet-
rochemical projects.

Based on the document, the two sides
will take the necessary measures for
the development of shared oil fields,
cooperation in the extraction of crude
oil, its processing and refinement,
and technological dealings with asso-
ciated gas.

During the signing ceremony, al-Su-
dani proposed that the Islamic Re-
public of Iran could also participate
seriously in the petrochemical indus-
try and the training of Iraqgi oil min-
istry personnel. The Iraqi side’s pro-
posal was welcomed by the Iranian
minister.

Earlier that day, the Iragi Minister of
Electricity, in his meeting with the
Iranian Oil Minister, characterized
the negotiations between the two
sides as “fruitful,” expressing a keen
interest in fostering cooperative part-
nerships aimed at the development of
the energy sector.

Iran’s average an-
nual agricultural
export stands at

As announced by the Iranian
acting minister of agriculture,
the country’s value of aver-
age annual agricultural ex-
port stands at $5 billion.
Mohammad Aqa-Miri add-
ed, “We hope that we can
increase the export of agri-
cultural products with a sup-
portive approach”.

Stating that agriculture is one
of the most important sectors
in the field of trade, he said
that with more presence of
knowledge-based firms in the
agriculture sector, the export
from this sector has grown
significantly day by day and
this growth continues.

The official further empha-
sized the development of
trade relations with other
countries, as well as serious
support for the private sector
and facilitation for the export
of the country’s agricultural
products.

Back in late January, the
chairman of Iran’s Chamber
of Agricultural Guilds empha-
sized that incentives should
be considered for agricultural
production.

Pointing out that the issues
should be solved at the root
and the solution to market
regulation is not to create
obstacles, Qasem Pishehvar
reiterated that incentives for
production should be con-
sidered.

“We should increase the
guaranteed purchase price
of the products that we need
more and reduce their bank
loans profit. Good incentives
should be considered for
market regulation”, he added.
The chairman of the Chamber
of Agricultural Guilds further
stated that the government
should not interfere in the
agricultural sector because it
iS an economic sector.
Pishehvar believes that the
farmer’s opinion has not
been seen in the “cultivation
model” that has been pre-
pared and presented.
Naturally, such plans will
not be implemented and the
farmer will do his work based
on his interests and what
the market dictates, he com-
mented.

He further stressed that
the import and export of
any product should not be
stopped in order to regu-
late the market, “because it
affects the livelihood of the
farmers, and we will also lose
the target markets.”
Stating that 98 percent of
agriculture is done by the
private sector and the pri-
vate sector cultivates based
on its interests, he said: “We
should not make one-day
decisions for the agriculture
and export sectors. For ex-
ample, because today there
are a lot of tomatoes in the
country, let's export and the
next day we will have prob-
lems in the domestic market.
The amount of production,
the country’s needs, and the
amount of exports must be
checked in advance and all
the related costs should be
seen.”
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Riyadh names new
ambassador to
Tehran, Amir Ab-
dollahian says

Saudi Arabia named a new
ambassador to Tehran, accord-
ing to Iranian Foreign Minister
Hossein Amir Abdollahian, two
months after a deal mediated
by China to resolve a seven-year
rift in the two countries’ ties.
Speaking with IRNA on Wednes-
day, Amir Abdollahian said that
“Saudi Arabia introduced its
new ambassador to Tehran yes-
terday. We will also name our
new ambassador to the Saudi
government soon.”

The two nations agreed to
choose new ambassadors and
reopen their embassies within
two months as part of the rec-
onciliation pact reached in Bei-
jing on March 10.

Iran’s top diplomat went on to
add that his colleagues have
been working tirelessly for
weeks to prepare the embassy
and consulate for reopening.
The first meeting between the
foreign ministers of Iran and
Saudi Arabia in the last seven
years took place on April 6 in
Beijing, where it was empha-
sized that the China-brokered
deal must be put into effect.
Both parties have praised the
détente’s potential to reduce
tensions throughout the West
Asia region.

Saudi Arabia broke diplomatic
relations with Iran in January
2016 when Iranian demonstra-
tors stormed the Saudi embas-
sy in Tehran, incensed over the
Saudi government’s execution
of famous Shia cleric Sheikh
Nimr Bagir al-Nimr.

“Ireland reluctant to make un-
justified judgment on IRGC”
According to Irish Foreign Min-
ister Micheal Martin, Dublin
has no interest in making judg-
ment on the Islamic Revolution
Guards Corps (IRGC) without
sufficient evidence.

In a phone call with his Iranian
counterpart, Amir Abdollahian,
on Thursday, Martin said that
Ireland recognizes Iran’s vital
involvement in the battle against
terrorism.

He also applauded Iran’s recent
humanitarian move to free an
Irish citizen.

Amir Abdollahian vehemently
opposed the Swedish parlia-
ment’s decision to blacklist
the IRGC, asserting that those
opposed to Iran and terrorists
were behind the action.
“This move has been engi-
neered by terrorist elements
and individuals disavowed by
the Iranian nation,” he added.
Iran’s top diplomat stated that
the IRGC has been crucial in
the war against terrorism and
referred to it as “a sovereign
institution.”

Abdollahian reiterated that “the
IRGC is responsible for safe-
guarding national and border
security, and holds the para-
mount position in combating
terrorism in the region.”

He then highlighted the nu-
merous areas of collaboration
between Iran and Ireland, em-
phasizing the need of grasping
such possibilities in a way that
benefits both nations.

Martin stated that his govern-
ment is committed to expanding
its collaboration with Iran.

The Irish foreign  minister
praised Iran’s cooperation with
the IAEA and expressed lIre-
land’s support for efforts to lift
sanctions against Iran.

He ultimately extended a formal
invitation to Amir Abdollahian to
visit Dublin, stating he wants to
visit Tehran soon.
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Working out can result in muscles
sending chemical signals that can help
the brain.

e New research shows how exercise
promotes neuronal activity in the hip-
pocampus.

* The hippocampus is an area of the
brain that is involved with the storage
of long-term memory.

e The study’s findings suggest that
chemical signals from contracting
muscles may trigger a signaling path-
way that boosts brain function and may
help treat neurological disorders in the
future.

e The next steps for research involve
important clinical questions such as
the types of exercise that are most
effective — aerobic vs anaerobic — and
how much and for how long.

Growing evidence supports the idea
that exercise is beneficial for both the
body and mind.

According to a new study published
in the journal Neuroscience, the rela-
tionship between physical activity and
brain health may be even more closely
linked.

Researchers examined how the chem-
ical signals produced by muscles
during movement lead to neuronal
development in the brain. More spe-
cifically, they looked at how exercise
affects the hippocampus.

The hippocampus is the part of the
brain that is involved with the stor-
age of long term memory.

“This study is the first to try to
get at the underlying mechanism
by which physical activity or ex-
ercise may affect the brain. It has
long been known that exercise sup-
ports a  healthy
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2023 ISSF World

= Iran’s Hanieh Rostamian won a sil-
ROStamlan ver medal at the 2023 International
takes silver at Shooting Sport Federation (ISSF)

World Cup on Saturday.

The Iranian shooter finished in sec-
ond place in women’s 25m pistol
event with a score of 33 points.

Gold medal went to Chinese shooter
Sixuan Feng with 38 points and Ger-
many’s Doreen Vennekamp claimed
the bronze, scoring 30 points.

The 2023 ISSF World Cup started in
Baku, Azerbaijan on May 8 and will
conclude on May 15.

brain and improves mood and cogni-
tion,” said Dr. Andrew Newberg, neuro-
scientist and director of research at the
Marcus Institute of Integrative Health
and a physician at Jefferson Univer-
sity Hospital. “This study shows that
there may be chemical signals released
by muscle cells that have an effect on
neurons.

Physical activity and the hippocam-
pus

“Exercise is known to improve cogni-
tive health by changing hippocampal
neurons in the brain,” Ki Yun Lee, a
PhD student in mechanical science
and engineering at the University of
lllinois Urbana-Champaign
and the study’s lead au-
thor, told Healthline.
“Our study pro-
vides new
insights
into

how chemical signals from contract-
ing muscles in vitro can accelerate the
maturation of hippocampal neurons
and promote the formation of neuronal
networks.”

This study highlights the critical role
of astrocytes, specialized cells that
surround and support neurons in the
brain, in regulating the development of
hippocampal neuronal networks.

By highlighting the critical role of as-
trocytes in regulating the activity of
neurons, which are often overlooked
in brain research, the study suggests
that  de- veloping

How Exercise Can Boost Bram Health

new treatments for neurological disor-
ders may require considering not only
neurons but also astrocytes.

In at least one 2022 studyTrusted
Source published in Translational Psy-
chaitry, researchers found that “ab-
normally elevated neuronal activity” is
a common feature of Alzheimer’s dis-
ease and appears to be associated with
greater cognitive decline.

The new study findings could “have
important implications for understand-
ing and treating neurological disorders,
such as epilepsy, which is caused by
hyperexcitability of neurons,” said Lee.
Newberg pointed out that more re-
search is needed to verify these
early findings, but the re-
search is interesting.
“The overall find-
ing is that hip-
pocampal
cells that
are

JOPOA revival depends on
American will and European proactivity: envoy

Iranian Ambassador to Vienna Abbas
Bagherpoor Ardakani has said that the
resuscitation of the 2015 Iran nuclear
deal depends on the U.S. showing
the necessary will and the Europeans
playing a proactive role.

In an interview with the Austrian APA
news agency, Ardakani said, “The
revival of this agreement depends
primarily on the will and political de-
cision of the United States and the
correction of its wrong and failed
strategy, and secondly on the posi-
tive and constructive role of Europe
instead of following the inhumane
sanctions of the United States.”
Responding to a question on why
Iran didn’t join the Treaty on the Pro-
hibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW),
Ardakani added, “According to the
official position, Iran described the
ratification of this treaty as a right
step in the right direction and com-
plementary to the Nuclear Non-Pro-
liferation Treaty (NPT). At the same
time, it emphasizes that the Inter-
national Treaty on the Prohibition of
Nuclear Weapons (TPNW) should be
completed with the immediate start of
negotiations and the conclusion of a
comprehensive convention on nucle-
ar weapons.”

The Iranian ambassador also an-
swered questions on the Iran-Saudi
deal, Israel, and the kraine war, ac-
cording to IRNA.

“Iran is opposed to war and violence

and supports the territorial integri-
ty of countries. For this reason, we
are against arming Russia and arm-
ing Ukraine,” he said in response to
a question on Iran’s position on the
Ukraine war.

Ardakani added, “We have not given
drones to Russia to be used in the
war in Ukraine, at the same time we
are ready to hold the second technical
meeting between Iranian and Ukrain-
ian experts to receive their alleged
documents.”

He also answered a question on why
Iran abstained from voting for a UN
resolution condemning Russia for the
war in Ukraine, saying, “Our position
has been based on the principled pol-
icy of opposing the war, as well as
the unbalanced text of the resolutions
and not addressing the roots of the
war, including the threatening policies
of NATQ’s expansion to the east.”
The ambassador also ruled out the
possibility of reaching an agreement
with Israel a la the one reached be-
tween Iran and Saudi Arabia.

“Since its illegitimate creation, the
identity of the fake Israeli regime has
been associated with crime, apart-
heid, and a sinister history of devel-
oping, producing, and stockpiling
weapons of mass destruction and nu-
clear arsenals,” he said. “The silence
of the Western governments and their
support for the crimes of this regime
is a shame.”

Iran and Saudi Arabia have recently
agreed to resume diplomatic rela-
tions in the deal brokered by China.
The foreign ministers of Iran and
Saudi Arabia have met in Beijing to
follow up on the deal. The two coun-
tries are now exchanging delegations
to pave the way for reopening embas-
sies.

In recent weeks, several Iranian diplo-
mats were dispatched to Saudi Arabia
to review the procedures for reopen-
ing Iran’s diplomatic missions in the
Arab country.

Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein
Amir Abdollahian has said that Iran
will soon appoint an ambassador to
Saudi Arabia.

In remarks on Wednesday, said the
arrangements for naming an ambas-
sador to Saudi Arabia are underway
and will be announced soon.

“The reopening of the Saudi embassy
in Tehran and the appointment of the
Iranian ambassador to Saudi Arabia
will be done and announced soon,”
Amir Abdollahian said, according to
IRNA.

He added, “The return of normal re-
lations between the Islamic Republic
of Iran and Saudi Arabia is a great
potential that is at the disposal of the
two countries, the region and the Is-
lamic world.”

The Iranian foreign minister has also
said that Saudi Arabia has named its
ambassador to Iran.

By:

central to brain networks mediating
cognitive function and memory are
affected by the muscle cells via as-
trocytes which are important support
cells in the brain,” Newberg explained.
“This complex cascade shown in this
study suggests how the brain reacts to
exercise.”
What this means for the future of
brain health
The study’s results support the grow-
ing body of evidence that exercise is
not only beneficial for physical health
but also for cognitive health.
Specifically, the results suggest that
chemical signals from contracting
muscles may trigger a signaling path-
way that enhances cognitive function
and may have therapeutic potential for
treating neurological disorders.
Additionally, “the findings have signifi-
cant implications for the development
of new approaches to enhance cogni-
tive health and treat neurological dis-
orders,” said Lee. “By identifying the
critical role of astrocytes in mediating
the effects of exercise on hippocampal
neurons, the study suggests that future
research should consider the interac-
tion between muscles, astrocytes, and
neurons.”
Takeaway
According to new research, exercise
enhances parts of the brain including
neuronal activity in the hippocam-
pus.

The results of this study suggest
that chemical signals from contract-
ing muscles may trigger a signaling
pathway that improves brain func-
tion and could potentially be bene-
ficial for treating neurological health
condi- tions.
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Bernard Phelan, a French-Irish citizen
who was detained and sentenced to
6.5 years in jail for transmitting se-
curity intelligence during the height
of the upheaval in Iran, has been re-
leased on humanitarian grounds.
Phelan, a Paris-based travel consult-
ant, was detained in October and was
held in a prison in Mashhad, north-
eastern Iran and was released on
Thursday.

The French Embassy in Tehran pur-
sued Phelan’s case since he entered
Iran at age of 64 by a French passport.
Meanwhile, his case was repeatedly
allowed consular access to Irish dip-
lomats stationed in Iran.

Phelan maintained phone contact
with his family during his arrest and
received all consular assistance and
services in accordance with the Vien-
na Convention.

However, erroneous rumors that
Phelan’s life was in danger because of
a heart condition and that he was kept
in subzero temperatures were report-

Iran releases French-Irish
prisoner on humanitartan grounds

On March 8, the Irish Times indicated
that Phelan had been held captive in
a geopolitical game and detained on
spurious accusations.

Additionally, it claimed that Phelan
would not spend much time in prison
and faced the possibility of death.
The Iranian Embassy in Ireland has
thus far made a number of remarks
that support the details of Phalen’s
case.

The Embassy reported on March 24
that Phelan was receiving the required
medical care and was being treated in
accordance with the doctors’ recom-
mendations.

The Iranian Embassy in Ireland fur-
ther said that any claims of his cruel
or unusual treatment were untrue and
politically motivated.

It also contacted Phelan’s father,
assuring him that Tehran will make
every effort to assist his son in med-
ical, consular, and humanitarian mat-
ters.
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