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nuclear deal on the internal affairs
of Iran, describing it as a “good

; sectors. mistake’ of spar-

Mokhber, for his part, said that

achievement.”

The lawmaker, Shahriyar Heidari,
who is a member of the Parlia-
ment’s National Security and For-
eign Policy Committee, hailed the
foreign policy agenda of the Raisi
administration.

In remarks to the parliamentary
news agency ICANA, Heidari also
said Foreign Minister Hossein
Amir Abdollahian did a lot of ef-
forts to strengthen Iran’s relations
with its neighbors.

“Deepening relations with neigh-
bors and regional and even Asian
countries is considered one of the
strategic policies of our country,”
said Heidari, adding, “Over the
past year, we have seen the estab-
lishment of high-level relations
with countries such as Russia,
China, and even Saudi Arabia.”
According to Heidari, the con-
clusion of long-term strategic
contracts with regional countries
shows the serious determination
of the government to create com-
mon interests with countries and
governments.

“The diplomatic apparatus of our
country has taken a good path to
restore relations with neighbors
and countries in the region, and
this will affect the economic,
cultural and even social compo-
nents,” the lawmaker said.

“In other words, it can be ac-
knowledged that the 13th gov-
ernment has tried to behave in
addition to the past process in the
field of foreign policy and not to
tie the future of the relations of
the Islamic Republic to the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA).”

The lawmaker concluded, “This
has caused the unilateral and cru-
el sanctions of the United States
against our country to be neu-
tralized because the [number of]
countries that interact with Iran
have increased and more capac-
ities have been created.”

To this end, Amir Abdollahian
traveled to Oman on Tuesday and
is expected to arrive in Lebanon
on Wednesday.

In Muscat, he praised Oman’s
policy of consolidating and
strengthening relations between
the two countries.

He described the visit of Iranian
President Ebrahim Raisi to Mus-
cat as well as the upcoming visit
of the Sultan of Oman to Tehran
as a turning point in bilateral rela-
tions in various sectors.
Touching on regional issues, the
chief diplomat pointed to Mus-
cat’s and Baghdad’s hosting of
talks between Iran and Saudi

Arabia, highlighting regional
cooperation as an important ne-
cessity.

He expressed satisfaction with
the fact that relations of the re-
gional states are in a proper and
promising situation and within
the framework of the 13th admin-
istration’s “neighbors-first” policy
and its adherence to the principle
of good-neighborliness.

The MP also said comprehen-
sive and indivisible security is
an important must for the region
and, in this regard, described the
presence of foreign forces as
costly and disruptive to regional
security.

In Beirut, Amir Abdollahian is set
to meet with Parliament Speak-
er Nabih Berry, caretaker Prime
Minister Najib Mikati, and Foreign
Minister Abdullah Bu Habib on
Thursday.

The Raisi administration has been
pursuing the neighborhood policy
right from the start, which aims to
boost Iran’s relations with neigh-
bors and major non-Western
world powers.

During a meeting between
Head of Iran Chamber of Com-
merce, Industries, Mines, and
Agriculture ~ (ICCIMA)  Gho-
lam-Hossein Shafeie and Ka-
zakhstan’s Deputy Minister of
Trade and Integration Kairat
Torebayev, the two sides dis-
cussed the ways for the expan-
sion of trade ties between the
two countries.

In the meeting held at the place
of ICCIMA, Shafeie empha-
sized the special position of
Kazakhstan as a trade partner
for Iran and said the presence
of the two countries in the Eur-
asian Economic Union (EAEU)
and the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization (SCO) pacts has
opened new doors for the de-
velopment of economic rela-
tions, and the private sectors
of the two countries should
take advantage of this oppor-
tunity, the ICCIMA portal re-

ported on Wednesday.
Emphasizing that paying atten-
tion to rail, road and sea trans-
portation infrastructure should
be a priority of the two coun-
tries, the ICCIMA head stated:
“The most important problem
in the way of improving the
level of trade cooperation be-
tween Iran and Kazakhstan is
the issue of transportation.
Solving this issue requires the
will of the authorities of the two
countries. The future of transit
between the two countries can
be bright due to Kazakhstan’s
connection to China and Iran’s
access to the open waters of
Southeast Asia, provided that
the infrastructure for exploiting
this opportunity is available.”
The Kazakh official for his part
emphasized that his country is
seeking to improve business
relations with Iran as much as
possible and said: “Iran is our

main way to communicate with
Turkey and West Asia. So far,
we have had 20 million dollars
in financial transactions, and
the aim of these meetings is
to increase this amount to 60
million dollars.”

“Our economies have a good
overlap. We are looking for fur-
ther development of relations
between the two countries,
especially in the field of vege-
tables, fruits and fisheries”, he
added.

Back in last November, Iran
and Kazakhstan inked a mem-
orandum of understanding
(MOU) on the expansion of
cooperation in the agriculture
and trade fields as well as in-
dustries, logistics, transporta-
tion and technology transfer in
Tehran.

The MOU was signed by Javad
Sadati-Nejad, the Iranian agri-
culture minister, and Zhuman-

garin Serik, the deputy prime
minister and minister of trade
and integration of Kazakhstan,
who visited Tehran on top of a
Kazakh delegation.

As reported, the effort of the
two countries in order to in-
crease the value of bilateral
trade to about one billion dol-
lars, based on the agreements
of the presidents of the two
countries, is considered in the
MOU.

During a meeting between
Kazakhstan Prime Minister
Alikhan  Ashanuly Smaiylov
and lran’s First Vice Presi-
dent Mohammad Mokhber on
the sidelines of the Second
Caspian Economic Forum in
Moscow in October 2022, the
Kazakh side emphasized the
importance of improving the
level of cooperation between
Tehran and Astana in the oil
swap, as well as industry, ag-

the level of trade between Iran
and Kazakhstan can quickly
reach three billion dollars, con-
sidering the existing capacities
of the two countries.

The Kazakh prime minister
welcomed the proposal of
Iran’s first vice president and
stated that the necessary fields
and capacities of the two coun-
tries are ready to raise the level
of trade exchanges between
Iran and Kazakhstan and reach
three billion dollars a year.
Mokhber  then announced
Iran’s readiness to send min-
ing companies to Kazakhstan
and added: “Tehran is ready to
cooperate with Astana in port,
dam construction, hydropow-
er plant construction, knowl-
edge-based and technical and
engineering services.”

Also, during an Iran-Kazakhstan
business forum hosted by the
ICCIMA in Tehran in mid-Oc-
tober last year, the two sides
stressed the need for removing
visa issuance and transporta-
tion obstacles, to realize a $6
billion annual trade target.

The business forum was at-
tended by senior officials from
both sides including Shafeie,
Torebayev, Kazakh Ambassa-
dor to Tehran Askhat Orazbay,
and ICCIMA Deputy Head Mo-
hammadreza Karbasi, as well
as the head of Iranian cham-
bers of commerce and busi-
nessmen from the two sides.
The members of the Iran-Ka-
zakhstan Joint Chamber of
Commerce, representatives of
the Islamic Republic of Iran
Railways (RAI), the Trade Pro-
motion Organization (TPO),
and the Agriculture Ministry
were also present at the event.

Over 2b flowers produced i Tehran province

As announced by the chairman of
Flowers and Ornamental Plants Pro-
ducers and Sellers of Tehran province,
more than 2 billion flower branches
are produced in Tehran province.

Stating that four billion flower branch-
es are produced in the country Akbar
Shahrokhi said most of the flowers
and ornamental plants enter other
provinces from Tehran province.

Currently, Tehran province has 15
flower markets where more than
7,000 florists are located.

Iran has 17th place in the world in the
production of flowers and ornamental
plants, but it is ranked 107th in terms
of export.

Considering the high potential and
volume of import of flowers and orna-
mental plants by the Persian Gulf litto-

ral states and Central Asian countries,
in order to increase the share of Iran
in the world markets, it is necessary to
adopt effective and targeted policies in
order to solve the problems in the way
of production and export of flowers
and ornamental plants.

As reported, it is possible for Iran to
export more than one billion dollars
of flowers and ornamental plants per

year, and the officials of the Agricul-
ture Ministry also emphasize the ex-
port capabilities of the country’s flow-
er and ornamental plant sector.
Although, the producers of this sector
have problems and limitations, most
of which are related to the ministries
of energy and industry, which should
be removed through adopting effec-
tive and targeted policies.

Annual export of Iran’s home appli-
ances rose 12 percent in the past
Iranian calendar year 1401 (ended on
March 20), the director-general of the
Home Appliances Office of the Min-
istry of Industry, Mining, and Trade
announced.

Mohsen Shokrollahi said that the
value of the country’s annual home
appliances export was $440 million
in 1401, while the figure was $393
million in 1400.

He said 64 percent of the total exports
of household appliances was related
to refrigerators and freezers, 16 per-
cent to heating and cooling equip-
ment, and seven percent to small
household appliances in the previous
year.

“Iraq, Afghanistan, Tajikistan and
Central Asia have been the top des-
tinations for the export of Iran’s
household appliances. The products
of China and Turkey are among our
competitors in the target markets”,
the official added.

In terms of the plans of the Ministry
of Industry, Mining and Trade to in-
crease the export of home appliances
in 1402, Shokrollahi said the plan of
the ministry is to increase the qual-
ity and lower the price of household
appliances in order to compete with

foreign brands.

Mentioning the solutions for the sus-
tainable export of household appli-
ances, he said: “This year, apart from
the export of the final product, we can
contribute to the sustainable export
of household appliances by joint pro-
duction with the target countries and
by complying with the standards of
the importing countries.”

As previously stated by the official,
about 65-70 percent of the parts re-
quired to manufacture home appli-
ances are domestically produced.
Shokrollahi said: “But for some items

Annual home appliances export up 2%

and products, such as refrigerators
and washing machines, this is even
higher than 90 percent, and we plan
to reach 100 percent.”

The home appliance industry is one
of the industries that faced significant
production growth in the past Iranian
calendar year, so it can be said that
Iranian manufacturers were able to
take a significant share of the mar-
ket in the production of refrigerators,
freezers, washing machines, evapora-
tive coolers, and TV sets, and even in
small household appliances, the pro-
duction status is outstanding.

Shokrollahi has said: “Despite the
problems, 1401 was a busy year in
terms of increasing production, and
we were witnessing good growth in
various items of household applianc-
es.”

The official announced that about 600
home appliance production units are
active in the country.

“The home appliance industry is a
growing industry and this industry
is developing by launching new pro-
duction lines, for example, last year
we launched 27 new production lines,
including 10 refrigerator produc-
tion lines, six microwave and small
household appliances production
lines, four washing machine pro-
duction lines, three dishwasher pro-
duction lines, and one TV production
line”, he added.

Over the past few years, the Iranian
government has been following a
new strategy for supporting domestic
production to neutralize the impacts
of the U.S. sanctions while reducing
the reliance of the economy on oil
revenues.

The home appliances sector has been
one of the pioneers in this regard and
like many other areas, the production
of home appliances has witnessed a
significant rise in the past six years.

ing opportunity to

Sergey Lavrov, the Foreign
Minister of Russia, has urged
the West to take advantage of
the chance to salvage Iran’s
nuclear program, also known
as the Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action (JCPOA).

“It would be a huge mistake
to pass up the chance of re-
suming this deal,” Lavrov
told reporters in New York.
Speaking with reporters on
Tuesday in New York, the
Russian foreign highlighted
that it would be a “huge mis-
take” to lose the opportunity
to resume the JCPOA as a
result of the West’s actions.
“We presume that a decision
was made quite some time
ago to restart the JCPOA.
Now that European nations
have lost interest for what-
ever reason, U.S. officials
are stating through various
channels under the condi-
tion of confidentiality that an
alternative course of action
should be pursued. | believe
that missing the opportunity
to continue this deal would
be a huge mistake,” he stat-
ed.

The senior Russian diplomat
also stated that the rebirth of
the JCPOA “does not depend
on Iran, Russia, or China” at
this time, but “the ones who
destroyed it must now bring
it back to life.”

He also mentioned the im-
provement in ties between
Iran and Arab nations, stating
that it was a positive develop-
ment.

“In principle, we support
the establishment of some
mechanisms for mutual as-
sistance, openness, and con-
fidence-building in the Per-
sian Gulf region,” he noted.
He went on to say that the
previously agreed-upon doc-
ument is completely in ac-
cordance with this purpose.
The goal of achieving uni-
lateral benefits through bar-
gaining or blackmailing is re-
flected in attempts to impose
new conditions that were not
included in the original doc-
ument, according to Lavrov,
who stated that these efforts
complicate the process.
Iran’s signature of the JCPOA
with  six major nations
demonstrated to the world
the benign character of its
nuclear program.
However, the future of the
agreement was uncertain
following Washington’s uni-
lateral departure in May 2018
and its accompanying re-im-
position of sanctions against
Tehran.

In April 2021, talks in Vienna,
the capital of Austria, began
with the goal of easing sanc-
tions against Iran and deter-
mining how serious the Unit-
ed States was about rejoining
the agreement.

However, due to Washing-
ton’s insistence on not lifting
all of the sanctions and re-
fusal to provide the essential
assurances that it won’t quit
the accord again, the negotia-
tions have remained dormant
since August 2022.
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Senior Ira-
nian cleric
killed in
armed
attack

Ayatollah Abbas-Ali Soleimani, a member
of the Assembly of Experts, lost his life on
Wednesday morning during an armed attack
in Babolsar, northern Iran.

The attack took place in the northern province
of Mazandaran. Rouhollah Selgi, the deputy
governor of the province for security affairs,
said Ayatollah Soleimani was attacked by
gunmen and an assailant has been arrested.

TEDPIX loses
3,400 points on
Wednesday

TEDPIX, the main index of Teh-
ran Stock Exchange (TSE), lost
3,422 points to 2.365 million on
Wednesday.

As reported, over 20.451 billion
securities worth 145.462 trillion
rials (about $346.3 million) were
traded at the TSE.

TEDPIX gained 145,000 points
(six percent growth) in the past
Iranian calendar week (ended on
Friday).

TSE is one of the four Irani-
an stock exchanges, and the
most important one. The other
three ones are Iran Mercantile
Exchange (IME), Iran Energy
Exchange (IRENEX), and Iran’s
over-the-counter (OTC) market,
known as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB).
The secretary general of Iran’s
Securities  Exchange Brokers
Association (SEBA) said that the
government and Securities and
Exchange Organization (SEQ)
worked well to make changes in
the stock market during the past
Iranian calendar year 1401 (end-
ed on March 20).
Mohammad-Reza Dehgani Ah-
mad-Abad added that these
measures can bring good re-
turns in the first half of 1402,
but measures must be taken to
remove the concerns from the
stock market in the long term.
In an interview conducted by
IRNA, Dehqani offered a solu-
tion to improve the situation of
the stock market in 1402 and
said: “If the shareholders can
be assured that there will be no
interference in the market mech-
anism, then we can hope for the
improvement of the market situ-
ation.”

New Fateh-class
submarines to join
Iranian Navy fleet

Two new models of domestically
produced Fateh-class subma-
rines will soon join the Iranian
Navy fleet, Navy Commander
Rear Admiral Shahram Irani said
on Tuesday, highlighting the Ira-
nian Army’s most recent accom-
plishments and efforts to fortify
its naval forces.

The admiral also said that the
submarines will soon be includ-
ed into the nation’s naval fleet.
Referring to the new charac-
teristics and capabilities of the
new submarines, Fateh-2 and
Fateh-3, Irani went on to say,
“Today, they are equipped with
dual-purpose and home-made
torpedoes, and all their test
launches have been successful.”
In other parts of his remarks,
Irani stated that the Navy will
soon inform Iranians of an ex-
tremely good news on a “unique
achievement”.

The 600-ton Fateh is a semi-
heavy submarine with cut-
ting-edge armament, including
torpedoes and naval mines.
Additionally, Fateh is equipped
with a guided missile system
and a sophisticated sonic radar
system that can see hostile war-
ships.

It has a nearly five-week operat-
ing range at depths of more than
200 meters.

Iran’s advanced submarines
of various classes, including
Ghadir, Qaem, Nahang, Tareq,
and Sina, have all been launched
thus far. In order to provide se-
curity for commercial ships and
tankers, Iran’s navy has recently
strengthened its presence in in-
ternational waterways.
Throughout its missions in inter-
national seas, the Navy has been
able to thwart a number of at-
tacks against Iranian and foreign
tankers.

Berries are among the healthiest foods
you can eat.

They’re delicious, nutritious, and pro-
vide a number of impressive health
benefits.

Here are some good reasons to include
berries in your diet.

1. Loaded with antioxidants

Berries contain antioxidants, which
help keep free radicals under control.
Free radicals are unstable molecules
that are beneficial in small amounts
but can damage your cells when their
numbers get too high, causing oxida-
tive stress (1Trusted Source).

Berries are a great source of antioxi-
dants, such as anthocyanins, ellag-
ic acid, and resveratrol. In addition
to protecting your cells, these plant
compounds may reduce disease risk
(2Trusted Source, 3Trusted Source).
One study showed that blueberries,
blackberries, and raspberries have the
highest antioxidant activity of com-
monly consumed fruits, next to pome-
granates (4).

In fact, several studies have confirmed
that the antioxidants in berries may
help reduce oxidative stress (5Trust-
ed Source, 6Trusted Source, 7Trusted
Source, 8Trusted Source, 9Trusted
Source).

2. May help improve blood sugar and
insulin response

Berries may improve your blood sugar
and insulin levels.

Test-tube and human studies suggest
that they may protect your cells from
high blood sugar levels, help increase
insulin sensitivity, and reduce blood
sugar and insulin response to high-
carb meals (10, 11Trusted Source,
12Trusted Source, 13Trusted Source).
3. High in fiber

Berries are a good source of fiber,
including soluble fiber. Studies show
that consuming soluble fiber slows
down the movement of food through

The development of the copper industry

and the support of the development plans
of this sector can lead to bringing $10 bil-
lion of income for the country, the chair-
man of Iran Copper Association stated.
Regarding the amount of copper reserves
and mining capacity of Iran, Bahram Sha-
kouri said the reserves discovered in the
country are 54 million tons, of which usu-
ally 50 percent can be extracted, under-
lining, “With this amount of reserve, we
have a good position in the world.”
“Now, with the new discoveries, our po-
sition in terms of copper reserves in the
world has improved, in a way that to-
day we have reached six percent of the
world’s reserves from four percent in the
past, and our position in the world has
increased from the 8th to the 5th place”,
he continued.

The chairman of the Iran Copper Associa-
tion further said, “There is no balance be-
tween our reserves and production”, and
continued: “We must go in the direction
of extracting three to five percent of the
reserves in accordance with our position.
If we propose today that the industry can

Ayatollah Soleimani previously served as the
representative of the Leader to Sistan-Bal-
uchistan province. He also was the Friday
prayer imam of Zahedan, the capital of the
southeastern province. In Zahedan, Ayatollah
Soleimani was in charge of the affairs of Sun-
ni Muslims.

No details released about the motives behind
the attack.

Some Reasons Why Derries Are
Among the Healthiest Foods on Earth

Source:

your digestive tract, leading to reduced
hunger and increased feelings of full-
ness.

This may decrease your calorie intake
and make weight management easier
(15Trusted Source, 16Trusted Source).
What’s more, fiber helps reduce the
number of calories you absorb from
mixed meals.

4. Provide many nutrients

Berries are low in calories and ex-
tremely nutritious. In addition to being
high in antioxidants, they also contain

earn 10 billion dollars, it should be able to
produce one million tons of copper cath-
odes, which is based on global norms.”
“Considering 54 million tons of reserves
in the country, of which at least 27 mil-
lion tons can be extracted, and we have
three-five percent of the world’s copper
reserves, it is reasonable and logical to
reach one million tons of copper cathode
production, and if this does not happen,
we have failed”, Shakouri reiterated.

“The world’s movement towards the use
of clean technologies and innovations will
increase the consumption of non-ferrous
metals such as copper, and in the coming
years, there will be a need to supply cop-
per up to four times today,” Shakouri had
said last November.

The increase in demand will increase the
price of copper, and accordingly, we must
move towards completing the copper
chain in Iran, he added.

“Today, the copper chain is complete
with cathode production in the country,
while more than 50 percent of the copper
cathode is being exported, and if we can
create more added value in this sector,

several vitamins and minerals.

Berries, especially strawberries, are
high in vitamin C.

With the exception of vitamin C, all
berries are fairly similar in terms of
their vitamin and mineral content.

5. Help fight inflammation

Berries have strong anti-inflammatory
properties.

Inflammation is your body’s defense
against infection or injury.

However, modern lifestyles often lead
to excessive, long-term inflammation

~Development plans I copper
 seclor an brmg S10b of meome for ommtry

we will have more exports and gain more
revenue,” Shakouri concluded.

Copper cathode is the primary raw ma-
terial input for the production of copper
rods for the wire and cable industry.
Being located on the Alpine-Himalayan
orogenic belt, of which about 12.5 per-
cent is located in Iran, the country should
contribute greatly to the fourfold increase
in the world’s copper production by 2050,
Shakouri has stated.

Stressing the need for planning to in-
crease Iran’s share in the world’s copper
production, he added: “To increase our
share in the global copper production in
the 2050 horizon, we must develop both
exploration and extraction and discover
new world-class reserves.”

Also in mid-March, the head of the Na-
tional Iranian Copper Industries Company
(NICIC) said the country’s copper produc-
tion is going to reach one million tons in
the next six years.

Ali Rostami noted that in the case of
reaching the above-mentioned output,
the country’s copper export is also going
to hit $10 billion.

By:

due to increased stress, inadequate
physical activity, and unhealthy food
choices.

This type of chronic inflammation is
believed to contribute to conditions
like diabetes, heart disease, and obe-
sity (22Trusted Source, 23Trusted
Source, 24Trusted Source).

Studies suggest that the antioxidants
in berries may help lower inflammatory
markers (25Trusted Source, 26Trusted
Source, 27Trusted Source, 28Trusted
Source).

6. May help lower cholesterol levels
Berries are a heart-healthy food.

Black raspberries and strawberries
have been shown to help lower cho-
lesterol in people who are obese or
have metabolic syndrome (29Trusted
Source, 30Trusted Source, 31Trusted
Source, 32Trusted Source, 33Trusted
Source, 34Trusted Source).

What’s more, berries may help prevent
LDL cholesterol from becoming oxi-
dized or damaged, which is believed to
be a major risk factor for heart disease
(32Trusted Source, 33Trusted Source,
34Trusted Source, 35Trusted Source,
36Trusted Source, 37Trusted Source).
7. May be good for your skin

Berries may help reduce skin wrin-
kling, as their antioxidants help control
free radicals, one of the leading causes
of skin damage that contributes to ag-
ing (38Trusted Source).

8. May help protect against cancer
Several antioxidants in berries, in-
cluding anthocyanins, ellagic acid,
and resveratrol, may reduce cancer
risk (42Trusted Source, 43, 44Trusted
Source).

Specifically, animal and human stud-
ies suggest that berries may protect
against cancer of the esophagus,
mouth, breast, and colon (45Trusted
Source, 46Trusted Source, 47Trusted
Source, 48Trusted Source, 49Trusted
Source).

9. May help keep your arteries
healthy

In addition to lowering cholesterol,
berries provide other benefits for heart
health, including improving the func-
tion of your arteries.

The hottom line

Berries taste great, are highly nutri-
tious, and provide many health bene-
fits, including for your heart and skin.
By including them in your diet on a
regular basis, you can improve your
overall health in a very enjoyable way.
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Iranian Transport and Urban Devel-
opment Minister Mehrdad Bazrpash
said that activating free zones, re-
ducing transit tariffs, and develop-
ing transportation and tourism cor-
ridors to expand trade ties between
the two countries were the main
topics discussed in his meeting
with the Syrian officials.

In a meeting between Bazrpash and
the entrepreneurs of Syria, partici-
pated by Syrian Minister of Public
Works and Housing Suhail Abdul
Latif, Transport Minister Zouhair
Khazim, and Economy and Foreign
Trade Minister Mohammad Samer
al-Khalil, the two sides explored
the ways for strengthening bilateral
economic relations, and the Iranian
minister announced the increase of
interactions between the two coun-
tries in various fields, including the
activation of free zones and the
reduction of transit tariffs, giving
priority to the field of tourism and
the development of transportation
corridors.

Bazrpash arrived in Syria on Tues-
day morning at the head of a
high-ranking delegation and was

Welcomed by Syrian Economy and
Foreign Trade Minister Mohammad
Samer al-Khalil.

During the two-day stay in Syria,
the two countries’ officials dis-
cussed the ways for the expansion
of economic relations between the
two countries.

Bazrpash and Samer al-Khalil co-
chair Iran-Syria Joint Economic
Committee.

Emphasizing the strengthening of
economic relations between Iran
and Syria, the Iranian minister an-
nounced the talks between the offi-
cials of the two countries to expand
economic relations in the maritime
and rail sectors, facilitate bank
transactions and reduce free trade
tariffs.

Iran and Syria have been taking ma-
jor steps for the expansion of their
mutual trade ties. The two sides
have exchanged numerous trade
delegations and Iranian private
companies are investing in various
fields of the Syrian economy like
providing construction materials
especially cement and working on
several reconstruction projects.
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