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The Iranian Foreign Ministry has im-
posed sanctions against a number of
individuals and organizations in the
United Kingdom and the European
Union as a retaliation to their newest
sanctions on Iran. In a statement re-
leased on Monday night, the ministry
listed the individuals and organiza-
tions under new Iranian sanctions.
The sanctions were put in place in ac-
cordance with the decisions made by
the relevant Iranian authorities and in
response to actions taken by some EU
and UK individuals and legal entities
to support terrorist organizations and
to incite and encourage acts of terror-
ism and violence against the Iranian
people, the Foreign Ministry stated.
According to the statement, the peo-
ple and organizations that have been
sanctioned have meddled in the inter-
nal affairs of Iran and have incited vi-
olence and disturbance all throughout
the nation.

It also condemned the subjects of
disseminating falsehoods and disin-
formation about Iran and helping es-
calate punitive sanctions against the
nation, which Tehran regards as an
example of “economic terrorism.”
The lranian Foreign Ministry con-
demned the European Union and the
UK regime for supporting and facili-
tating the actions of these individuals
and entities, calling their failure to
counter their destructive measures a
“breach of international commitments
in the field of fighting terrorism.”
The ministry maintained that the EU
and UK most recent move to imple-
ment and escalate arbitrary sanctions
against Iran is in direct violation of the
fundamental norms of international
law set forth in the UN Charter.
According to the statement, all rele-
vant Iranian bodies will need to take
into account the necessary steps to
implement the sanctions, including
denying the subjects Iranian visas,
preventing their entry into Iranian
territory, and freezing their bank ac-
counts and other assets under the
control of Iran.

The following is a list of people and
organizations that the Iranian Foreign
Ministry has sanctioned:
A)European Union Individuals:
1.Frank Haun, CEO of Kraus-Maffei
Wegman Military Industries
2.Flourian Seibel, CEO of Quan-
tum-Systems

3.Christoph Otten, Chairman of the
ESG Board of Directors

4 llana Gicurel, Member of the Euro-
pean Parliament (MEP)
5.Dominique Attias from France
6.Edward Lintner, former member of
the German Parliament

7.Martin Maria Otto Felix Patzelt, for-
mer member of the German Parlia-
ment

8.Leo Dautzenberg, former member
of the German Parliament
9.Christoph De Vries from Germany
10. Antonio Lopez Isturiz Whites,
Member of the European Parliament
(MEP)

11. Uri Rosenthal from Netherlands
Legal entities:

1.German-Israeli Society, Deutsch-Is-
raelische Gesellschaft

B)UK Individuals:

1.Alan Mendoza, Executive Director of
the Henry Jackson Foundation UK
2.Admiral Benjamin John Key, A com-
mander at the British Navy

3.0liver Westmacott, President of
AEGIS

4 Michelle Russel, Head of the Securi-
ty Industry Authority (SIA)

5.John Tuckett, Chief of Immigration
Services

6.Laurence Taylor, Deputy Director of
the UK Counter-Terrorism Centre
Legal entities:

1.Royal Marine Air and Drone Center
Culdrose (RNAS Culdrose)
2.National Security Support Authority
(affiliated with 5MI)
3.Telecommunications
Licensing Department
The European Union said Monday that
it has sanctioned eight Iranians and a
mobile telecommunications compa-
ny over suspected human rights vi-
olations as part of its latest anti-Iran
action.

Information

Russian hlgh rankmg trade delegation to visit Tehran next month

A Russian high-ranking trade
delegation will visit Tehran,
concurrent with the 27th Iran
International Oil, Gas, Refining
and Petrochemical Exhibition
(Iran Qil Show 2023), which will
be held at the Tehran Permanent
International Fairgrounds during
May 17-20, Ahmad Asadzadeh,
the Iranian deputy oil minister
for international and commercial
affairs, announced.

Referring to the telephone con-
versation between Iranian Oil
Minister Javad Oji and Russia’s
Deputy Prime Minister Alexan-
der Novak, who are the chair-
men of Iran-Russia Joint Eco-
nomic Committee, on Sunday
evening, the official said that the
high-ranking delegation of Rus-
sia, headed by the deputy prime
minister of this country, while
participating in the B2B meet-
ings of the two sides, will attend
the official inauguration of Iran
Qil Show.

As reported, Oji and Novak
discussed the expansion of
economic ties between the two
countries during their telephone
conversation.

The two sides talked about co-
operation in banking, transit, oil,
gas and petrochemical sectors,
as well as the travel of the Rus-
sian delegation to Tehran.
Considered holding joint meet-
ings to review bilateral cooper-
ation and participating in B2B
meetings as the main goals of
the Russian delegation’s trip to
Tehran, Asadzadeh stated that
during these meetings, bilateral
cooperation in the banking, tran-
sit, oil, gas and petrochemical
sectors will be reviewed.
Pointing to the presence of
high-ranking Russian officials,
including Elvira Nabiullina, the

governor of the
Central Bank of the Russian

Federation, in the mentioned
delegation, Asadzadeh said that
some documents will be signed
by both parties on the sidelines
of B2B meetings between Irani-
an and Russian directors.

Iran and Russia signed four doc-
uments for cooperation in a vari-
ety of areas at the end of the two
countries’ 16th Joint Economic
Committee meeting in Russia
last November.

The strategic document for
the development of bilateral
relations between the Islamic
Republic of Iran and the Rus-
sian Federation was signed by
Iranian Qil Minister Javad Oji
and Russia’s Deputy Prime Min-
ister Alexander Novak, who co-
chaired the meeting.

Speaking at the opening cere-
mony of the event, Oji said that
the Iranian Oil Ministry, as the
body in charge of the Iran-Rus-
sia Joint Economic Committee,
will not only take all the neces-
sary measures to expand strate-
gic cooperation between the two
sides in the energy sector, but it
will also support the cooperation
between all Iranian and Russian
ministries, organizations, insti-
tutions, and companies.

He underlined the need for es-
tablishing extensive banking
cooperation between the two
countries for creating a suitable
and reliable payment mecha-
nism in order to facilitate mutual
trade and investment, as well as
swapping energy carriers, espe-
cially gas, crude oil, and petrole-
um products.

The minister said that the ex-
pansion of cooperation between
Iran and Russia will make inter-
national sanctions against the

two countries ineffective.

Oji underlined the capacities
of Iran and Russia in different
areas and the sanctions target-
ing both countries, expressing
hope that the signed MOUs and
agreements in the meeting will
lead to a positive expansion of
economic relations between the
two countries.

Iran and Russia also signed a
memorandum of understanding
(MOU) on transit cooperation
last week.

The MOU on tripartite cooper-
ation between the Iran Trans-
portation Development Fund,
the International Coordinating
Council on  Trans-Eurasian
Transportation (CCTT), and the
Economic Development Genter
of the Commonwealth of Inde-
pendent States (CIS) was signed
in Moscow.

This memorandum of under-
standing was inked in the pres-
ence of Iran’s Ambassador in
Russia Kazem Jalali, Russian
Deputy Transport Minister Dmi-
try Zverev, Head of Iran Trans-
port Development Fund Davoud
Danesh-Jafari, Director-General
of the Business Center for Eco-
nomic Development Center of
the CIS (BC CIS) Vadim Ganin,
and Secretary-General of Inter-
national Coordination Council
on Trans-Eurasian Transporta-
tion (CCTT) Gennady Bessonov.
Based on this MOU, the signa-
tory parties cooperate with each
other to increase trade, transit
and storage of goods along in-
ternational corridors, especially
the North-South corridor.

The signatories of this memo-
randum also emphasized the ex-
change of information, carrying
out joint projects, and exchange
of specialized delegations to

achieve these goals.

Earlier this month, during a
meeting between Iranian Trans-
port and Urban Development
Minister Mehrdad Bazrpash and
a visiting Russian delegation
headed by Igor Yevgenyevich
Levitin, a senior aide to the pres-
ident of the Russian Federation,
the two sides emphasized the
necessity to boost the transit of
commaodities through the Caspi-
an Sea.

During the meeting, held at
the place of the Iranian Trans-
port and Urban Development
Ministry in Tehran on Sunday
evening, the two countries em-
phasized the development of co-
operation in the air, sea, rail, and
road sectors and “multimodal
transportation”.

In the mentioned meeting, the
Iranian minister considered the
development of transportation
cooperation between the two
countries to be beneficial for
both sides and said while the
maritime trade between the
ports of the two countries has a
very long history, the use of the
capacity of the active ports of
the two countries in the Caspian
Sea can be considered for new
cooperation.

The senior aide to the president
of the Russian Federation, for
his part, summarized the ex-
pert meetings and the visit of
the Russian delegation to the
Rasht-Astara railway route and
called for the development of
transportation cooperation in all
areas.

It should be also mentioned
that Iran and Russia reached an
agreement last year for reviving
the idle section of the Interna-
tional North-South Transport
Corridor (INSTC) in Iran for ex-
panding transit ties.

The first Russian freight train
arrived at Iran’s Sarakhs rail-
way station in Khorasan-Razavi
province on the border with
Turkmenistan last July to offi-
cially launch the eastern section
of the INSTC.

The Russian train was allowed
into the Iranian border in a cer-
emony attended by First Vice
President Mohammad Mokhber
along with transport, oil, indus-
try, and agriculture ministers as
well as the vice president for sci-
ence and technology.

The second Russian transit car-
go for India entered Iran also
from the northeastern Sarakhs
border in October.

Iran and Russia are also coop-
erating in the maritime sector to
use the Caspian Sea to shorten

the transit route from Russia to
India.

Back in late January, Vlyacheslav
Volodin, the speaker of Russia’s
State Duma, said that the share
of the ruble and the rial in mutu-
al settlements between Iran and
Russia exceeds 60 percent.

As reported by Russia To-
day, making the remarks in a
government meeting, Volodin
said, “It is important to use
settlements in national cur-
rencies more actively. Much
has already been done in this
regard — now the share of the
ruble and the rial in mutual set-
tlements exceeds 60 percent.
The work on the joint applica-
tion of national payment sys-
tems is being completed. This
will minimize the impact of
sanctions, but also, of course,
address issues related to mu-
tually beneficial cooperation,”
According to Volodin, both
countries should now focus on
boosting the efficiency of mu-
tual cooperation in the financial
and banking sectors, in par-
ticular, by increasing the use of
national currencies in their trade
exchanges, using the Russian
‘Mir' and Iranian ‘Shetab’ pay-
ment systems.

The Russian official further
announced that trade between
Iran and Russia surged by 15
percent in 2022, reaching $4.6
billion.

Volodin noted that the two coun-
tries are actively taking steps to
build up mutual trade, saying:
“extremely important in the con-
ditions of sanctions pressure on
our countries.”

He also praised the memoran-
dum on free trade between Iran
and the Russia-led Eurasian
Economic Union (EAEU), which
was finalized last week, saying
that the agreement will help
expand Iran-Russia trade even
further.

Trade with Iran is significant for
Russia on its own but is also
seen as a “logistical bridge”
between Russia and West Asia,
South Asia, and Southeast Asia,
due to Iran’s geographical place-
ment.

Cooperation between the two
countries gained momentum
last year, amid Western sanc-
tions on both Moscow and
Tehran. Throughout 2022, both
sides reached a number of
agreements expanding mutual
cooperation, from barter supply
deals for Iranian turbines, spare
parts, and aircraft equipment, to
contracts for the joint construc-
tion of gas pipelines.

National Housing Movement plan enjovs 20% progress in Damavand county

The National Housing Movement plan
enjoys 50 percent progress in Dama-
vand county, in Tehran province, ac-

cording to Khalil

partment.

In mid-February, the official had said

Mohabbat-Khah,
the director-general of the province’s
Transport and Urban Development De-

that the speed of implementation of
projects in the National Housing Move-
ment of Tehran province is high.

Mohabbat-Khah stated that the speed
of implementation of projects in the Na-
tional Housing Movement in different
cities of Tehran province is very good
and the physical progress in the cities

of Robat-Karim, Shahriyar, Eslamshahr
and Damavand is about 20-30 percent.
“The cooperation of builders and con-
tractors has been very good in the im-
plementation of these projects and we
hope that we can see the completion
of these projects as soon as possible”,
he added. A large part of the National
Housing Movement projects is being
implemented in Tehran province, and
according to the statistics, the progress  es.
of these projects has been good so far,
and this has made the applicants able
to have enough motivation to pay the
required fund. Two weeks ago, Trans-
port and Urban Development Minister
Mehrdad Bazrpash said that lands have
been given to 136,000 applicants for
the construction of National Housing
Movement units. National Housing
Movement to construct four million
housing units in four years is one of the
major plans of the current government
in the housing sector.

According to the plan, out of these four
million residential units, 3.2 million

2022.

units will be constructed in cities and
800,000 units in villages, some of these
units are currently being constructed
after providing lands and preparing the
necessary conditions.

After National Housing Action Plan
(started in 2018), National Housing
Movement is the government’s second
major program to provide affordable
housing units for the low-income class-

The operation for the construction of
209,212 residential units of the National
Housing Movement began in February

The ceremony to begin the mentioned
operation and also to launch some
development projects in the housing
sector was attended by former Trans-
port and Urban Development Minister
Rostam Qasemi.

Also, in July 2022, the minister inaugu-
rated a project for the construction of
the first group of affordable housing
units for laborers under the framework
of the National Housing Movement.

Iran defense chief
arrives in Moscow
for  quadrilateral
meeting

Iranian Defense Minister Mo-
hammad Reza Ashtiyani arrived
in the Russian capital to take
part in a joint meeting with
counterparts from Russia, Tur-
key, and Syria.

Iran’s official news agency IRNA
said the meeting is aimed at
normalizing relations between
Turkey and Syria.
Negotiations to normalize rela-
tions between Damascus and
Ankara first started on Decem-
ber 28, 2022 with the presence
of the defense ministers of Rus-
sia, Syria and Turkey in Mos-
cow. In this meeting, the parties
agreed on the formation of a tri-
partite joint commission.
Following these negotiations, it
was decided that these meetings
would be held at the level of for-
eign ministers, and direct nego-
tiations between Recep Tayyip
Erdogan and Bashar Assad, the
presidents of Turkey and Syria,
would also be on the agenda, Al
Alam reported.

A four-way meeting of the Dep-
uty Foreign Ministers of Syria,
Russia, Iran and Turkey regard-
ing the developments in Syria
was held in Moscow in early
April.

Earlier, Akara announced that
the Tuesday meeting would be
held at the level of defense min-
isters and heads of intelligence
agencies.

The meeting comes after Mos-
cow hosted the meeting of the
deputy foreign ministers of the
four countries.

Earlier this month, deputy for-
eign ministers of Iran, Russia,
Syria, and Turkey held a meeting
in Moscow to discuss the next
meeting of the foreign ministers.
Russian Foreign Minister Sergey
Lavrov delivered the opening
speech of the meeting, which
was held at the headquarters of
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
The Moscow talks will serve
as a prelude to the upcoming
meeting between the foreign
ministers of the four countries,
according to the Turkish Anado-
lu news agency.

Ali Asghar Khaji, senior advisor
to the Iranian foreign minister
for special political affairs, who
had traveled to Moscow at the
head of a delegation to attend
the four-way meeting, met sep-
arately with the deputy foreign
ministers of Russia, Syria, and
Turkey.

Top commander
says US and Israel
numb against IRGC
capabilities

The Islamic Revolution Guards
Corps (IRGC) second-in-com-
mand has asserted that the elite
force has managed to grow so
strong that neither the Americans
nor the Zionists can resist it.
The IRGC is a special organ-
ization that has enhanced its
capabilities in both material and
spiritual spheres, Rear Admiral
Ali Fadavi said on Tuesday.
By combining material and
spiritual resources, Fadavi ex-
plained, the IRGC “creates a pow-
er that no evil power, like that of
the Americans and the Zionists,
can withstand it.”

He added the Islamic Revolution
cannot be protected just militarily
and that the IRGC’s primary duty
is to safeguard the revolution on
behalf of the Iranian people.
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TEDPIX, the main index of Tehran
Stock Exchange (TSE), gained 42,335
points to 2.368 million on Tuesday. As
reported, over 21.335 bhillion securi-
ties worth 164.25 trillion rials (about
$390.5 million) were traded at the
TSE. TEDPIX gained 145,000 points
(six percent growth) in the past Iranian

calendar week (ended on Friday).
TSE is one of the four Iranian stock ex-
changes, and the most important one.
The other three ones are Iran Mer-
cantile Exchange (IME), Iran Energy
Exchange (IRENEX), and Iran’s over-
the-counter (OTC) market, known as
Iran Fara Bourse (IFB).

UN official prom-
ises to assist eas-
ing Iran sanctions

Some of the Best B¢
Replacements for %
Sesame Ol

The United Nations is asking

the Security Council to ease

Western sanctions against

Iran, a senior UN official said

on Tuesday.

“Humanitarian agencies,

and people like myself rep-

resenting them everywhere

in the world where there are

sanctions, work very hard to

mitigate the impact of those

sanctions in humanitarian

terms, and Iran is no differ-

ent from anywhere else in Source:
that regard,” Martin Griffiths, By:
the Under-Secretary-General

for Humanitarian Affairs and
Emergency Relief Coordina-

tor, told a press conference

in Tehran.

Although sanctions are im-
plemented in various ways,
he continued, “Our efforts to
mitigate them do not differ
regardless of whether it is
Iran, Syria, Afghanistan, or
any other country.”
Griffiths said that the UN re-
lief bodies seek frequent as-
sistance through important
member states to offer an ex-
emption through the Security
Council and through humani-
tarian operations.

“We diligently pursue the
implementation of those ex-
emptions,” the UN official
pointed out.

Griffiths further stated that
UN agencies had brought
medical and health supplies
into Iran to ensure that they
are useable and utilized by
the people.

Known for its nutty taste and aroma,
sesame oil gives many dishes — like
salad dressings, noodles, and chicken
recipes — their signature sesame fla-
Vor.

However, if you're allergic to sesame
seeds or find yourself fresh out of ses-
ame oil, you'll be looking for an alter-
native.

Here are some of the best substitutes
for sesame oil.

1. Olive oil

Olive oil is a great alternative to sesa-
me oil, thanks to its ability to be used
in many different ways and its impres-
sive nutrient profile.

In fact, olive oil is renowned for its
many potential health benefits. This is

because it provides polyphenol antiox-
idants and heart-healthy monounsatu-
rated fats (1Trusted Source).

You can use an equal amount of olive
oil in place of sesame oil for cooking,
as well as in marinades and sauces like
teriyaki sauce.

Be sure to opt for light olive oil, which
has a milder, more neutral flavor than
regular olive oil.

2. Grapeseed oil

Grapeseed oil is a popular vegetable oil
with a neutral taste, making it an ex-
cellent addition to a variety of recipes.
It's especially high in polyunsaturated
fatty acids and packs a hearty dose
of vitamin E in each serving. Vitamin
E may help prevent inflammation by

neutralizing harmful compounds called
free radicals (2Trusted Source).

3. Walnut oil

As its name suggests, walnut oil is ex-
tracted from walnuts.

Its a great source of omega-3 fatty
acids, which have been studied ex-
tensively for their ability to decrease
inflammation and protect against heart
disease (3Trusted Source, 4Trusted
Source).

Walnut oil has a rich, nutty taste that
becomes slightly bitter when cooked.
So, it's best as a swap for sesame oil
in recipes that don’t require cooking,
such as sauces or salad dressings.
You can also drizzle it over finished
meat and pasta dishes for added flavor.

4. Avocado oil

Avocado oil boasts a light flavor and
high smoke point.

It's rich in many antioxidants, includ-
ing lutein — a compound that’s essen-
tial for eye health (5Trusted Source).
Because of its high smoke point, avo-
cado oil is suitable for dishes cooked
on a higher heat, like fried rice.

5. Peanut oil

Peanut oil is a common substitute for
sesame oil, especially for people with
a sesame allergy. (However, if you
have a peanut allergy, you may want
to avoid this oil and try a different one
instead.)

In addition to providing a good amount
of vitamin E, peanut oil is high in

monounsaturated and polyunsaturat-
ed fats, both of which support heart
health (6Trusted Source).

Its mild flavor and high smoke point
make it ideal for cooking dishes like
fried rice, noodles, stir-fries, and
chicken.

The bottom line

Sesame oil is a versatile cooking oil
that’s highly nutritious and associated
with several health benefits.

However, if you don’t have any on hand
or are allergic to sesame seeds, several
other oils make good substitutes.

Try using some of the ingredients
above for an easy way to boost the fla-
vor, nutritional value, and antioxidant
content of your favorite dishes.

Commodities worth nearly /12Sm traded at IME i a week

During the past Iranian calendar week (ended on Friday), Iran Mercantile Exchange
(IME) witnessed trade of 3,154,093 tons of commodities with a total trading value
of nearly $712 million, posting growths of 18 percent and 20 percent in volume and
value of trades compared with the week before that.

As reported by the IME’s Public Relations and International Affairs Department, the
exchange saw on its metals and minerals trading floor trade of 2,555,886 tons of
commodities worth nearly $434 million. On this floor the IME sold 1,327,505 tons of
cement, 608,000 tons of iron ore, 423,871 tons of steel, 175,000 tons of sponge iron,
60,600 tons of zinc, 13,335 tons of copper, 10,425 tons of aluminum, 500 tons of cast
iron and 200 tons of molybdenum concentrate.

He went on to highlight that
the UN bodies are committed
to ensuring that sanctions
do not prevent people who
need humanitarian aid from
accessing that kind of assis-
tance.

Despite Iran’s complete com-
pliance with the Joint Com-

prehensive Plan of Action (IFB), and Iran Energy Exchange (IRENEX).

Furthermore, the IME witnessed on both domestic and export rings of its oil and petro-
chemical trading floor 527,530 tons of commodities valued at more than $245 million.
Commodities traded on this floor included 160,831 tons of bitumen, 137,000 tons of
vacuum bottom, 102,349 tons of polymeric products, 58,000 tons of lube cut, 39,144
tons of chemicals, 23,320 tons of sulfur, 5,058 tons of base oil, 2,008 tons of petro-
leum products,290 tons of gas feedstocks and 200 tons of insulation. The IME also
traded within the same week 70,677 tons of commodities on its side market. IME is
one of the four major stock markets of Iran, the other three markets are Tehran Stock
Exchange (TSE), Iran’s over-the-counter (OTC) market known also as Iran Fara Bourse

(JCPOA), the formal name
for the 2015 nuclear deal,
the United States under for-
mer president Donald Trump
unilaterally exited the pact
in May 2018 and reimposed
crushing sanctions on Iran.
Trump’s so-called “maximum
pressure” campaign did not
succeed in achieving his in-
tended goals, but the waves
of sanctions had a severe
impact on ordinary Iranians,
especially many who were
afflicted with life-threatening
diseases.

The sanctions, maintained
by the Biden administration,
have limited the financial
channels required to pay
for essential foodstuffs and
medication, damaging sup-
ply chains by restricting the
number of suppliers willing
to assist shipments of hu-
manitarian items to the na-
tion.

Iran has blasted the sanc-
tions as “economic terror-
ism,” “economic war,” and
“medical terrorism” on sev-
eral occasions.

In other parts of his remarks,
Griffiths also stated that he
has addressed the capacities
for bringing peace to Yemen.
He mentioned UN actions
aimed at averting starvation
in Yemen.

Griffiths added that the most
crucial prerequisite for any
help to Yemen is peace.

On the UN humanitarian
efforts in Afghanistan, he
confirmed that the nations
are committed to assisting
Afghans with $4.6 billion.

Over 1500
companies
(o partic-
pate i
fran Oil
Show 2025

More than 1,500 Iranian and Foreign
companies will participate in the 27th
Iran International Oil, Gas, Refining and
Petrochemical Exhibition (Iran Oil Show
2023), which will be held at the Tehran
Permanent International Fairgrounds
during May 17-20.

As reported, the international event will
be participated by companies active in
various sectors including upstream oil
and gas sectors, exploration and produc-
tion, as well as domestic manufacturers,
knowledge-based companies, startups
and other companies related to the oil
industry, in addition to technology parks
and universities.

“0il Industry, Technological Production,
Optimal Consumption” is the motto of
this year’s event.

Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi has said

that the oil and gas sector experienced a
growth of nine percent in the past Iranian
calendar year 1401 (ended on March 20).
Oil Minister Javad Qji has recently said
that a new record high will be reached
in the country’s oil export in the current
Iranian calendar year.

The country’s oil export in 1401 was 83
million barrels more than that of 1400,
and 190 million barrels more than the
export in 1399, the minister announced.
Underlining that now oil export has
reached the highest figure in the last two
years, the official said, “Considering that
the Qil Ministry is one of the main provid-
ers of the country’s foreign currency; in
the 13th government, despite the tighten-
ing of cruel sanctions, fortunately, thanks
to the grace of God and the efforts of our
colleagues in the country’s oil and gas

industries, there are good records in the
field of exporting crude oil, gas conden-
sate, and petroleum and petrochemical
products.”

Despite the negative impacts of the U.S.
sanctions, Iran has been ramping up its
oil production and exports over the past
few months.

In his remarks in November 2022, Pres-
ident Raisi highlighted the failure of the
enemy’s policy of maximum pressure,
saying the country’s oil export has
reached the pre-sanction levels.

Back in January, the U.S. Energy Infor-
mation Administration (EIA) in a report
put Iran’s average oil production in 2022
at 2.54 million bpd, 140,000 bpd more
than the previous year.

Iran’s oil production in 2021 was about
2.4 million bpd.

- ”‘/ -
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opment Minister Mehrdad Bazrpash
arrived in Syria on Tuesday morning
at the head of a high-ranking dele-
gation and was welcomed by Syrian
Economy and Foreign Trade Minister
Mohammad Samer al-Khalil.

During the two-day stay in Syria,
the two countries’ officials are dis-
cussing the ways for the expansion
of economic relations between the
two countries. Bazrpash and Samer
al-Khalil co-chair Iran-Syria Joint
Economic Committee. Emphasiz-
ing the strengthening of economic
relations between Iran and Syria,
the Iranian minister announced the
talks between the officials of the two
countries to expand economic rela-
tions in the maritime and rail sec-
tors, facilitate bank transactions and
reduce free trade tariffs.

Talking to the reporters after visiting
Samer al-Khalil, Bazrpash said about

Iranian Transport and Urban Devel-

X -

the goals of his two-day trip: “In this
trip, the aim is to advance the agree-
ments that were made in the past
and lay the ground for new agree-
ments in various fields.”
“There are high relations between
the two countries, and Iran and Syr-
ia are at the highest level of political
relations, but in the economic field,
there is a lot of possibilities to devel-
op ties, and we are trying to expand
economic relations”, the minister
emphasized. “The most important
issues that we are following in the
joint committee meeting today and
tomorrow include the sea-oriented
economy, which has good plans
prepared, also in the rail sector, the
alliance between Iran, Iraq, and Syr-
ia, and the revival and development
of rail lines in the fields of cargo and
passenger transit are considered”,
the chairman of the joint committee
further announced on Tuesday.
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