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ened when government,
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private sector comple-
ment each other’

As stated by the chairman of Iran-Azer-
baijan Joint Chamber of Commerce,
the country’s foreign trade will grow
when the government and the private
sector complement each other.
Hossein Pir-Moazen said that the gov-
ernment should play its role as a plat-
form builder in the business process
properly so that the private sector is
able to have a powerful presence in
the target markets, adding that the
government and private sector should
support each other properly so that
we can see the growth of the country’s
trade exchanges. “Strengthening the
level of trade relations with other coun-
tries, especially neighbors, should be
prioritized in economic policies in or-
der to increase the country’s income
generation by increasing the volume
of trade. This issue is very important
in the conditions of sanctions. How-
ever, we see that the government is
adopting strict policies, hindering the
business condition”, he complained.
If the decision-makers of the country
have a plan to improve the econom-
ic situation of the country today, they
should take seriously the revival and
strengthening of their relations with
other countries, including the neigh-
boring countries, and besides that,
they should prioritize the conclusion
of preferential trade and free trade
agreements with them, Pir-Moazen
further commented. Fortunately, there
are high capacities in Iran that can be
used in way of trade. Iran has a high
capacity to produce a variety of prod-
ucts with high added value, and at the
same time, it plays an important role
in the region in terms of transit routes.
Therefore, it is necessary to plan for
attracting investments, increasing the
production capacity along with im-
proving the level of productivity. On
the other hand, it is very important to
focus on improving transit routes and
making them prosperous, he added.
According to Pir-Moazen, the fact that
in the seventh [national] development
plan, special attention has been paid to
Iran’s commercial capacities through
the sea is promising and can be very
effective; But on the other hand, the de-
velopment programs during the past
years were not implemented properly
and could not reach their goals com-
pletely. “In this regard, everything that
is necessary to strengthen trade and
raise the level of foreign exchange
must be provided. The existing barri-
ers to production should be removed
and conditions should be created for
investment attraction, and after that,
we will witness the strengthening
of Iran’s trade relations with other
countries. The country’s transporta-
tion system needs reconstruction and
modernization; Focusing on this very
important industry is also one of the
requirements of Iran’s business devel-
opment”, he explained. After preparing
internal conditions to strengthen trade,
planning to create stable relations with
other countries should be considered.
For this purpose, it is necessary to use
all available facilities and capabilities.
Undoubtedly, using the power of the
private sector and businessmen, who
have been able to build a market and
export Iranian products in the past
years, will be effective, he added. Ac-
cording to Pir-Moazen, the joint cham-
bers of commerce are one of the most
important capacities that should not
be ignored. These chambers include a
set of businessmen and entrepreneurs
who are in constant contact with the
target country and can be consulted
by the government based on their
knowledge of the markets, and the
problems they have in these coun-
tries can be resolved with the help of
diplomatic negotiations between the
statesmen. “The government should
play its role as a platform builder in the
business process properly so that the
private sector is able to have a pow-
erful presence in the target markets.
The government and the private sector
complement each other in this way
and should support each other prop-
erly so that we can see the growth of
the country’s trade exchanges”, he
reiterated.

Russian Ambassador to Iran
Alexey Yurievich Dedov has
said that Moscow and Tehran
are willing to strengthen their
relations in various areas.

In an interview with Iran’s

official news agency IRNA
published on Monday, Dedov
praised the dynamics of rela-
tions and cooperation between
Iran and Russia, noting that
Tehran-Moscow cooperation is
developing in many directions.
He also praised the level of
contact between the various
officials of Iran and Russia.
According to the Russian am-
bassador, Tehran and Moscow
now enjoy a multifaceted re-
lationship that includes many
areas of cooperation such as
economy, culture, sports, etc.

“On economy, bilateral trade
and economic exchange fig-
ures are quite good. For exam-
ple, growth in trade ties was
40% in 2021 and it was 20%
last year when our trade turn-
over reached nearly $5 billion
or slightly less. In fact, to be
precise, it was $4.86 billion. Of

course, the Russian-Iranian In-
ter-governmental Commission
is playing the leading role in this
process. The commission is led
on our side by Deputy Prime
Minister Alexander Novak and
on the Iranian side by Qil Min-
ister Javad Owji. A very fruitful
round of commission talks was
held in late October and in early
November in the Russian city of
Grozny,” he said.

He added, “As for the priori-
ties in bilateral ties, | think we
should continue to develop co-
operation across all fields. Of
course, | agree with the opinion
of our Iranian partners who say
they are satisfied with the level
of political cooperation between
the two countries. However,
they encourage us and officials
in Iran to put more emphasis
on economic ties and there are
some additional works to be
done to further improve the di-
rection of ties between the two
countries. The annual trade fig-
ure of $5 billion is of course not
enough and the potential of our
countries is much higher.”

[ran, Russia porsed to comprehensi

Responding to a question on
the long-term bilateral agree-
ment between Iran and Russia
that is being worked out, the
ambassador said, “Quite in-
tensive work is being done on
this agreement. The process
is being supervised by leaders
and ministers of foreign affairs
of Russia and Iran. Of course,
| would not disclose the pre-
cise contents of these docu-
ments until they are signed
and finalized. However, | can
say that it will be a very, very
solid agreement, which covers
almost all aspects of coopera-
tion between Iran and Russia.
Our presumption is that such
agreements should give long-
term and additional dynamics
to the development of coopera-
tion between the two countries,
which, as | said, is multifaceted.
It will be a very comprehensive
and solid document that will
serve the long-term prospects
of cooperation between the two
countries.”

Russian presidential aide Igor
Levitin paid a visit to Iran in
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April. In Tehran, he met with
Vice President Mohammad
Mokhber, Secretary of Supreme
National Security Gouncil Ali
Shamkhani, Transportation
Minister Mehrdad Bazrpash as
well as meetings in the Iranian
parliamentarians.

Dedov said these meetings was
“very good and substantial.”
“And the main topic was the
International North-South
Transport Corridor (INSTC). As
you know, it leads from Rus-
sia, from the region of Baltic
Sea, from Leningrad to India,
via the territory of Iran. There
are three routes, the western
route which is located along the
western side of Caspian Sea,
the direct route which goes
through the Caspian Sea and
the eastern route. Of course, all
three routes pass through the
territory of Iran to the port of
Bandar Abbas and from there
by sea to India. But the current
focus of efforts on the INSTC
is to make the best use of the
western route and the key to
this is to build a railway from
Azerbaijan’s Astara to Iran’s
Astara and to continue it to the
city of Rasht in northern Iran.
Rasht is already connected
through a railway to Qazvin and
to the wider railway network in
Iran. So the construction of As-
tara-Rasht railway would make
it possible to transport cargo
from Leningrad to Bandar Ab-
bas via rail links which will save
a lot of time,” he said.

The Russian diplomat also wel-
comed the thaw in Iran-Saudi
relations and the normalization
between several Arab states
with Syria. He also welcomed
the important role China played
in parching up Iran-Saudi rela-
tions.

“We monitored the primary
agreements reached between
secretaries of security coun-
cils of Iran and Saudi Arabia in
their meeting in early March in
Beijing as well as a following
encounter in China between
two ministers of foreign affairs,
Mr. Amir Abdollahian and Mr.
bin Farhan. This is a positive
development and we welcome

it. Western countries feel disap-
pointed with the normalization
because they considered the
former status quo in relations
between Iran and Saudi Arabia
to be favorable to their political
objectives. In fact, they were
satisfied with confrontation
between Iran and Saudi Arabia
and they became disappointed
by the fact that such confron-
tations have come to an end,”
he noted.

Dedov also commented on
Iran and Russia’s interest in
de-dollarization. “As you know
our economy, like the Iranian
economy, is under sanctions.
So, under such conditions,
trying to de-dollarize our ex-
ternal trade is quite, | think,
a logical decision. We should
take into consideration the dif-
ficulties the countries face in
dollar transactions because of
the sanctions. It concerns not
only Russia and Iran but our
trade partners. We are actually
taking into account the political
situation as we think that the
de-dollarization process will
continue and will expand. It will
weaken the United States’ posi-
tion as the unique holder of an
instrument that settles interna-
tional payments. We think this
process will expand. Even the
French president announced
recently that Europe should
reduce its dependence on the
dollar.”

The Russian ambassador also
said that the Iran-Russia agree-
ment to launch official financial
messaging systems (SEPAM
and SPFS) is a “very positive
process.”

He said, “We are now prioritiz-
ing financial and banking co-
operation with Iran, given our
common focus on ensuring the
sustainability of bilateral pay-
ment and settlement systems,
without considering interme-
diaries from other countries.
Work on the creation of a
sustainable payment and set-
tlement system is continuing
through relevant government
agencies and we seriously
hope that it will bring practical
results.”

Tabas Desert: When angel overcame the eagle claw

43 years ago on this day, the US forces conceded
a humiliating defeat in Tabas that later affected the
country’s internal politics.

Iran marks the 43rd anniversary of a failed US mil-
itary operation in the central Tabas Desert that was
launched under the direct order of the US President
Jimmy Carter in an attempt to release former US
embassy staff held in Tehran after the 1979 Islamic
Revolution.

Reasons behind military intervention in Iran

On November 3, the founder of the Islamic Rev-
olution Ayatollah Khomeini delivered a decisive
speech and called on Iranian people, students, and
the clergies to thwart any US and Zionist regime’s
conspiracies against the newly established Islamic
Republic of Iran and also to oblige the US govern-
ment to hand over Shah of Iran, Mohammad Reza
Pahlavi, who had gone to New York for a so-called
medical treatment.

US interference in Iran’s internal affairs, its refus-
al to hand over the fugitive Shah as well as the
meeting of some interim government officials with
Zbigniew Brzezinski, the National Security Advisor
to President Jimmy Carter (November 1, 1978)
flared up Iranian’s rage and made them take some
retaliatory measures.

On 4 November, 1979, on the first anniversary of
the massacre of 56 Iranian pupils by Shah’s troops,
and the day on which Imam Khomeini was exiled
to Turkey (4 Nov. 1964) by the oppressive Pahl-
avi regime, almost 400 Iranian Muslim students
known as Muslim Students of Imam Khomeini Line
stormed the US embassy.

During the takeover of the embassy, documents
were discovered that proved some of the Ameri-
can embassy staff had been working with US intel-
ligence agencies; meaning they were spies. Some

52 Americans were held in Tehran for 444 days, but
later released unharmed.

On April 25, 1980, the United States launched a
covert military operation, known as Operation Ea-
gle Claw, in an attempt to airlift the US embassy
staff held in the Iranian capital, Tehran.

Planning and preparation

The plan was to be based on the use of elements
from four branches of the U.S. military: Army,
Navy, Marines, and Air Force. The concept was
based on an operation whereby helicopters and
C-130 aircraft, following different routes, would
rendezvous on a salt flat (code-named Desert One)
200 miles (320 km) southeast of Tehran. Here
the helicopters would refuel from the C-130s and
pick up the combat troops who had flown in on
the C-130 transports. The helicopters would then
transport the troops to a mountain location (Desert
Two) closer to Tehran from which the actual rescue
raid would be launched into the city the following
night. The operation was further to be supported
by an in-country CIA team. On completion of the
raid, hostages were to be shepherded to a captured
Tehran airport from which they were to be flown
to Egypt.

Desert One was in South Khorasan Province, in
the Dasht-e Lut desert near Tabas (33°04?723?N
55°53?337E) while Desert Two was located 50
miles (80 km) short of Tehran at 35°14?N 52°097E.
Nip in the bud

The operation, one of Delta Force’s first, encoun-
tered many obstacles and failures and was sub-
sequently aborted. Eight helicopters were sent to
the first staging area called Desert One, but only
five arrived in operational condition. One had en-
countered hydraulic problems, another was caught
in a sand storm, and the third showed signs of a

cracked rotor blade.

During the operational planning, it was decided that
the mission would be aborted if fewer than six hel-
icopters remained operational upon arrival at the
Desert One site, despite only four being absolutely
necessary. The field commanders advised US Pres-
ident Carter to abort the mission, which he did.

As the U.S. forces prepared to withdraw from De-
sert One, one of the remaining helicopters crashed
into a transport aircraft that contained both service-
men and jet fuel. The resulting fire destroyed both
aircraft and killed eight servicemen.

Angels of God

The founder of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah
Ruhollah Khomeini (RA) in a speech after the inci-
dent, condemned Jimmy Carter’s order for military
intervention in Iran and said the mission had been
stopped by an act of God (“angels of God”) who
had foiled the U.S. mission.

“Who crushed Mr. Carter’s helicopters? We did?
The sands did! They were God’s agents. Wind is
God’s agent ... These sands are agents of God. They
can try again.”

Political consequences

Carter blamed his loss in the 1980 U.S. presidential
election mainly on his failure to secure the release
of the hostages. The American hostages were re-
leased on 20 January 1981, minutes after Ronald
Reagan had taken the oath of office after winning
the election against Carter.

Many believe Tabas incident played a major role in
Carter’s defeat in the 1980 presidential election in
the US.

As a symbol of the failure of US plots against the
Islamic Republic, Iran commemorates the event
every year in Tabas where government officials,
religious leaders and people gather.

‘IPF a great step
toward complet-
ing value chain in
Iran’s petchem in-
dustry’

Tehran will host 14th Iran
Petrochemical Forum (IPF)
on May 1-2, which is a great
step toward completing the
value chain in the country’s
petrochemical industry, the
managing director of Na-
tional Iranian Petrochemical
Company (NPC) stated on
Monday.

Making the remarks in a
press conference to expound
upon the said international
event, Morteza Shahmirzaei
mentioned  “Value Chain,
New Opportunities” as the
title of this year’s edition of
the IPF.

“Our today’s important ob-
jective of completing the
production chain in the coun-
try’s petrochemical sector
highlights the significance
of holding this conference”,
the official stressed, and
expressed hope that [IPF
can pave the way to achieve
all strategic petrochemical
products in the world.
Saying that 15 countries, in-
cluding the members of the
BRICS countries (five leading
economies: Brazil, Russia,
India, China, and South Afri-
ca) as well as some European
countries, will participate in
IPF, which is a famous scien-
tific conference in the world,
he noted that the latest prod-
ucts and achievements of the
petrochemical industry will
be presented and introduced
in the two-day event, which
will be held at the IRIB Inter-
national Conference Hall.
Shahmirzaei further said that
four workshops and an exhi-
bition will be also held on the
sidelines of the event.
‘Petchem industry is driving
force for other industries’
Elsewhere in his remarks, the
NPC managing director men-
tioned the significant role of
the petrochemical industry
and said that this industry
is the driving force for other
industries.

He also announced that 10
new petrochemical complex-
es are planned to be inau-
gurated and start production
this year, through them the
country’s petrochemical pro-
duction capacity, which is
over 92 million tons at the
present, will surpass 95 mil-
lion tons per annum.
Shahmirzaei further referred
to the slogan of the current
Iranian calendar year, which
is “Inflation Control, Produc-
tion Growth”, and underlined
that the NPC is one of the
main addresses of this mot-
to.

As previously stated by the
official, currently, the pet-
rochemical sector has the
highest added value in the oil
industry chain.

The petrochemical indus-
try plays a crucial role in
Iran’s non-oil economy, as
petrochemical export is the
second-largest  source of
revenue for the country after
crude oil. Petrochemical ex-
ports already constitute near-
ly 33 percent of the country’s
non-oil exports.

According to the NPC’s man-
aging director, the petro-
chemical industry is a value
and job-creating industry,
which has no risk.
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Annual export from
PSEEZ increases
31%

The value of export from Pars
Special Economic Energy Zone
(PSEEZ) in the southwestern
Bushehr province increased by
31 percent in the past Iranian cal-
endar year 1401 (ended on March
20), according to an official with
the province’s Customs Depart-
ment.

Ali Soleymani said that 22.77
million tons of products worth
$12.152 billion were exported
from the zone in the previous
year, indicating also 12 percent
growth in terms of weight, year
on year.

The official said that in 1401, the
highest amount of exports from
Bushehr province was made from
PSEEZ, so that it accounted for
83 percent of the weight and 91
percent of the total value of the
export from the province.

The Pars Special Economic En-
ergy Zone was established in
Bushehr province in 1998 for the
utilization of South Pars oil and
gas resources and to encourage
commercial activities in oil, gas,
and petrochemical industries in
southern Iran.

Located in the port city of As-
saluyeh, PSEEZ is home to sever-
al petrochemical complexes that
receive gas and gas condensate
feedstock from the giant South
Pars gas field, which Iran shares
with Qatar in the Persian Gulf.
The zone is the hub of Iran’s ex-
ports of major non-oil commodi-
ties including gas condensate and
petrochemicals.

Knowledge-bhased
horticulture to re-
alize  production
growth

Taking a knowledge-based ap-

proach in the horticulture sector
is an important factor to realize
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Ebrahim Raisi, the President of Iran, will
go to a number of African nations before
the end of September, according to Val-
iollah Mohammadi Nasrabadi, director of
the Iranian Foreign Ministry’s African De-
partment. “The president will make visits
to a number of African states in the first
half of this year [until September 22],” he
declared. Nasrabadi continued that several

high-profile officials from some African na-
tions have also signaled their desire to visit
Iran. The presidents of multiple African na-
tions have also been invited to Tehran, the
Foreign Ministry official said. This year, it is
also anticipated that bilateral commission
meetings would be held with Burundi, Ken-
ya, Cote d’lvoire, Senegal, Tanzania, and
South Africa, Nasrabadi added.

3 Surprising
Benefits of Tahm

Source:

By:

Aside from its culinary uses, tahini of-
fers several health benefits.

Here are 8 health benefits of tahini.

1. Highly nutritious

Tahini is full of healthy fats, vitamins,
and minerals.

One tablespoon (15 grams) of tahi-
ni contains the following (1Trusted
Source):

» Calories: 90 calories

¢ Protein: 3 grams

e Fat: 8 grams

e Carbs: 3 grams

e Fiber: 1 gram

e Thiamine: 13% of the DV

e Vitamin B6: 11% of the DV

* Phosphorus: 11% of the DV

* Manganese: 11% of the DV

Tahini is a great source of phosphorus
and manganese, both of which play vi-
tal roles in bone health. It’s also high
in thiamine (vitamin B1) and vitamin
B6, which are important for energy
production (2Trusted Source, 3Trusted
Source, 4Trusted Source).
Additionally, about 50% of the fat in
tahini comes from monounsaturated
fatty acids. These have anti-inflamma-
tory properties and have been linked

to a decreased risk of chronic disease
(bTrusted Source, 6Trusted Source,
7Trusted Source).

2. Rich in antioxidants

Tahini contains antioxidants called lig-
nans, which help prevent free radical
damage in your body and may reduce
your risk of disease (8Trusted Source,
9Trusted Source, 10Trusted Source,
11Trusted Source).

Free radicals are unstable compounds.
When present in high levels in your
body, they can damage tissues and
contribute to the development of dis-
eases, such as type 2 diabetes, heart
disease, and some cancers (12Trusted
Source, 13Trusted Source).

3. May decrease your risk of certain
diseases

Consuming sesame seeds may de-
crease your risk of certain conditions,
such as type 2 diabetes and heart dis-
ease. Doing so may also lower your
risk factors for heart disease, including
high cholesterol and triglyceride levels
(16Trusted Source).

4. May have antibacterial properties
Tahini and sesame seeds may have an-
tibacterial properties due to the power-

ful antioxidants they contain.

In fact, in some GCentral European
and Middle Eastern countries, sesa-
me oil is used as a home remedy for
foot wounds associated with diabetes
(19Trusted Source).

In one study on the antibacterial capac-
ity of sesame seed extract, researchers
found that it was effective against 77%
of the drug-resistant bacterial samples
tested (20Trusted Source).

5. Contains anti-inflammatory com-
pounds

Some compounds in tahini are highly
anti-inflammatory.

Although short-term inflammation is
a healthy and normal response to in-
jury, chronic inflammation can dam-
age your health (22Trusted Source,
23Trusted Source, 24Trusted Source,
25Trusted Source).

Animal studies have discovered that
sesamin and other sesame seed anti-
oxidants may ease inflammation and
pain related to injury, lung disease,
and rheumatoid arthritis (26Trusted
Source, 27Trusted Source, 28Trusted
Source, 29Trusted Source).

6. May strengthen your central nerv-

ous system

Tahini contains compounds that may
improve brain health and decrease
your risk of developing neurodegener-
ative diseases like dementia.

In test-tube studies, sesame seed
components have been shown to
protect human brain and nerve cells
from free radical damage (30Trusted
Source, 31Trusted Source).

7. May offer anticancer effects
Sesame seeds are also being re-
searched for their potential anticancer
effects.

Some test-tube studies have shown
that sesame seed antioxidants pro-
mote the death of colon, lung, liver,
and breast cancer cells (36Trusted
Source, 37Trusted Source, 38Trusted
Source, 39Trusted Source).

Sesamin and sesamol — the two
major antioxidants in sesame seeds
— have been studied extensively for
their anticancer potential (14Trusted
Source, 40Trusted Source).

They both may promote the death of
cancer cells and slow the rate of tumor
growth. In addition, they are thought
to protect your body from free radical

el &

L] \-\-

L

¥

damage, which may decrease your risk
of cancer (14Trusted Source, 40Trust-
ed Source).

8. Helps protect liver and kidney
function

Tahini contains compounds that may
help protect your liver and kidneys
from damage. These organs are re-
sponsible for removing toxins and
waste from your body (41Trusted
Source).

One study in 46 people with type 2 dia-
betes found that those who consumed
sesame oil for 90 days had improved
kidney and liver function, compared
with a control group (42Trusted
Source).

The bottom line

Tahini is a tasty way to add powerful
antioxidants and healthy fats to your
diet, as well as several vitamins and
minerals.

It has antioxidant and anti-inflamma-
tory properties, and its health bene-
fits may include reducing risk factors
for heart disease and protecting brain
health.

You can easily include this nutritious
and delicious ingredient in your diet

the motto of production growth
in the country, an official with the
Agriculture Ministry stated.
Dariyoush Salempour, the direc-
tor-general of Cold and Dry Fruits
Affairs Department of the minis-
try, said one of the most impor-
tant effects of benefiting from the
results of knowledge-based pro-
jects is the growth of production,
which causes agricultural growth
and economic prosperity.
According to Mohammad-Mehdi
Boroumandi, the deputy agricul-
ture minister for horticulture af-
fairs, Iran has a special position in
the field of horticulture.

The official says that all research-
ers believe that the advantage of
Iran’s agriculture sector is horti-
culture because it creates more
employment and brings a good
foreign currency income.

He has mentioned the renovation
of gardens as one of the impor-
tant programs of the ministry
and said: “The capacity of agri-
cultural production in the country
is more than this and should be
increased.”

Referring to the important role
of farmers and gardeners in
maintaining food security, he
pointed out that apart from four
tropical fruits including bananas,
coconuts, mangoes, and pineap-
ples, the country is completely
self-sufficient in providing other
agricultural  products.
Underlining that Iran has achieved
good success in the field of food
security, Boroumandi pointed out
that the Ministry of Agriculture,
as the ministry of food security,
despite the climatic problems and
all the economic constraints, has
managed to earn good foreign
currency in addition to meeting
the domestic needs and food se-
curity of the country.

TEDPIX, the main index of Tehran
Stock Exchange (TSE), gained
2,363 points to 2.326 million on
Monday.

As reported, over 17.732 bhillion
securities worth 130.55 ftrillion
rials (about $310.83 million) were
traded at the TSE.

TEDPIX gained 145,000 points
(six percent growth) in the past
Iranian calendar week (ended on
Friday).

TSE is one of the four Iranian
stock exchanges, and the most
important one. The other three
ones are lran Mercantile Ex-
change (IME), Iran Energy Ex-
change (IRENEX), and Iran’s over-
the-counter (OTC) market, known
as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB).

The head of Iran’s Securities and
Exchange Organization (SEOQ)
mentioned the measures tak-
en by this organization in the

TEDPIX gams 2,500 points on Monday

past Iranian calendar year 1401
(which ended on March 20) and
explained the priorities and key
plans of the SEQ in 1402.

In a message on the occasion of
the New Year, Majid Eshqi wrote:
In 1401, one of the main goals
of SEO was to protect the rights
of investors and restore their
confidence in the capital market.
In this regard, various programs
were targeted and implemented:
(1) Development and improve-
ment of intelligent monitoring
systems in market sectors and
financial institutions, (2) Payment
of interest through the compre-
hensive customer information
system of Sejam, including an-
nual and annual profits, so that
small shareholders can ensure
that they receive their profits at
the lowest cost, (3) Launching
new investment instruments, in-

cluding certificates of deposit of
gold bullion, crude oil and gas
condensate, so that small share-
holders can invest in basic and
relatively inflation-proof assets in
small amounts, (4) Diversification
of investment funds to cover the
tastes and needs of a wider range
of retail investors, (5) A jump in
the licensing of financial institu-
tions with the aim of improving
the competitive environment and
increasing the quality of customer
service, (6) Building trust through
the promotion of the Capital Mar-
ket Stabilization Fund’s status
and introducing the shareholder
portfolio insurance plan for retail
investors, (7) Improving market
micro-structures such as increas-
ing the range of volatility with the
aim of smoothing the market flow,
and (8) Issuing new guidelines for
corporate governance in order to

protect the rights of sharehold-
ers by publishers. Today, we can
say with pleasure that the trust
of small shareholders has been
significantly restored as a funda-
mental step towards popularizing
the economy.

In addition to the above actions,
the Securities and Exchange Or-
ganization has always tried to lay
the ground for the continuation of
sustainable growth and increase
the efficiency of the capital mar-
ket by carrying out structural re-
forms, and in this regard, five key
programs are prioritized:

1- Indirect investment develop-
ment: In the past year, a good
amount of diversity was created
in indirect investment instru-
ments, especially investment
funds, and we continue to focus
on deepening these new and effi-
cient instruments and promoting
them for investors.

2- Creating a platform for trans-
parent and diverse financing: By
defining technical and legal infra-
structures to facilitate micro and
macro financing by the private
and non-governmental sectors, a
new chapter of financing projects
and businesses was established,
and the government was able to
implement its plan to transfer the
shares of companies along with
the transfer of operational man-
agement without harming the
capital market. The initial offering
of shares of businesses based
on new technologies was also
a big step towards the financing
of knowledge-based companies,

which will be followed seriously
in the current year in a higher vol-
ume and of course according to
the market capacities.

3- Smart regulation and moni-
toring: The organization’s new
approach to smart and preventive
monitoring, along with the launch
of systems for speeding up the
handling of complaints, promises
a new move that will greatly help
to reduce violations in this market
by formulating the necessary reg-
ulations in the amendment of the
stock market law.

4- Revision of the regulatory in-
frastructure: Due to the necessi-
ty of implementing professional
and uncomplicated principles
and rules in the direction of the
sustainable development of the
capital market, in addition to the
measures taken in order to amend
the corporate governance guide-
lines for publishers and the guide-
lines for identifying and report-
ing the confidential information
holders in the organization, some
reforms, which need the changes
in the stock market law, have also
been considered in cooperation
with the legislator, which will defi-
nitely ensure the long-term inter-
ests of the capital market.

5- Derivative market develop-
ment: Some basic measures in
the field of capital market infra-
structure and also in the field of
designing derivative instruments
with the aim of making the market
two-way and providing risk man-
agement instruments for market
participants were implemented in

the past year, and therefore there
is full readiness and determina-
tion to make these efforts come
to fruition with the introduction
of new derivative instruments, es-
pecially in the stock market, from
the beginning of this year.

In 1402, while pursuing the
aforementioned long-term plans,
the Securities and Exchange Or-
ganization intends to provide the
basis for the double growth and
prosperity of the capital market
by facilitating the establishment
of project public companies, acti-
vating the capacity of credit rating
companies, especially in line with
the development of the bond mar-
ket and fixed income funds, and
generating government assets
through the real estate board,
capacity building for the issuance
of debt securities that can be con-
verted into shares, the introduc-
tion of various commodity funds,
and finally the development of the
online verification platform of as-
sets.

Earlier this month, the secre-
tary general of Iran’s Securities
Exchange Brokers Association
(SEBA) said that the government
and Securities and Exchange Or-
ganization worked well to make
changes in the stock market dur-
ing the past year.
Mohammad-Reza Dehqgani Ah-
mad-Abad added that these
measures can bring good returns
in the first half of 1402, but meas-
ures must be taken to remove the
concerns from the stock market
in the long term.
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