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. Important .

Iran has never left ne-
gotiating table: Raisi

President Ayatollah Ebrahim Raisi
has said that Iran has never left the
negotiating table to revive the JCPOA
—the 2015 nuclear deal -but it sought
to neutralize economic sanctions.
Speaking on Tuesday evening in a
cordial meeting with clerics, Fri-
day prayer imams and groups and
young elites of seminary students,
Raisi said the government is deter-
mined to solve the problems with a
plan and relying on the internal pow-
er, the will of the nation, the blood
of the martyrs and the considerable
increase and strong presence of the
people in the Feb. 11 demonstra-
tions and Quds Day this year as the
elements of production of power for
the country, according to a readout
by the official website of the Iranian
presidency.

Raisi added, “The government has
never left the negotiation table in
the field of solving the nuclear issue,
but has simultaneously pursued the
neutralization of sanctions while try-
ing to honorably lift the sanctions at
the negotiation table.”

Referring to the conspiracy of the
enemy to disappoint the people and
the support of some internal ele-
ments, President Raisi considered
giving hope as one of the joint duties
of the government and seminaries
and said, “The government consid-
ers itself obliged to create hope in
the hearts of the people by providing
the best and most effective work,
and at the same time expects semi-
naries to deal with the enemy’s instil-
lation of hope in the field of jihad of
enlightenment.”

He also addressed other issues such
as the Declaration of the Second
Step. Raisi announced the Decla-
ration of the Second Step of the
Islamic Revolution, which was an-
nounced by the Supreme Leader, is
the roadmap of the Popular Admin-
istration.

This declaration includes an over-
view of what the Islamic Revolution
of Iran achieved over the last four
decades and what it is expected to
accomplish in the future.

Raisi stated, “The Declaration of the
Second Step of the Islamic Revolu-
tion was designed as the most com-
prehensive roadmap in the field of
governance and lifestyle, based on
the intellectual system and behavior
of the Late Imam Khomeini (RA) and
the Supreme Leader of the Revolu-
tion, and it is a beacon for the gov-
ernment and statesmen.”

Referring to the evolution of the
stabilization of the Islamic Republic
over the past years and the adoption
of different approaches, Raisi de-
scribed development and progress
in the light of social justice as the
approach of the 13th Administration
and added, “A one-dimensional view
of human beings and the emergence
of problems such as poverty, dis-
crimination and deprivation and the
lack of ethics and spirituality in soci-
eties are consequences of neglecting
justice in the development process.”
In another part of his speech, Raisi
stated, “The Islamic system pays at-
tention to all human needs and we,
as soldiers of the system, looking
back, are determined to move on the
path laid by the Imam and the Lead-
er, and wherever there is a deviation
from this path, we will fix it.”

The president continued, “Some
people say that the facilities and
requirements of the country are not
sufficient to solve all the problems or
that it is not possible, but we believe
that with the strong will of the Irani-
an nation, especially our dear youth,
there is no unsolvable problem in the
country.”

Referring to the economic growth
of the country as well as the growth
of industries and investment in the
past months, the president said, “Al-
though the unemployment rate in the
country is 8.2%, but in this situation,
considering the revival of more than
3 thousand production units in the
country, the rate unemployment in
some provinces has reached about
5%.”
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Iraman emhassy In Algerla marks Quds Day with great patriotic fervor

d e
The Embassy of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran in Algeria, celebrat-
ed, Thursday, April 13th, 2023,
the International Quds Day; a
legacy of the late founder of the
Islamic Republic of Iran, Imam

Khomeini. This-year's celebra-
tion, under the slogan “The West
Bank is the Shield of al-Quds,”
was held at the embassy’s head-
quarters in Algiers.

At the outset, the President of
Algeria’s High Islamic Council
Bouabdallah Ghoulamallah, de-
livered a speech, calling upon
Palestinians to draw lessons
from Algeria’s glorious Libera-
tion Revolution. “The Palestini-
ans are called upon to follow in
the Algerian people’s footsteps.
They should draw lessons from
the Algerian people’s revolution
for their independence,” stressed
Ghoulamallah during the celebra-
tion held in the presence of many
dignitaries, diplomats, deputies,
religious figures, representatives
of associations supporting the
Palestinian cause as well as the
representatives of the media.
“Today, EI Quds is under siege,”
stressed Mr. Ghoulamallah, con-
sidering that “only France and the
Zionists denied the existence of
the indigenous of the countries
they colonized”. He insistently
recalled that “the Algerian people
could only get rid of French co-
lonialism through solidarity and
sacrifice”. For him, “the Pales-
tinian people are facing the same
fate and only armed action would
end colonialism”.

The President of the HIC did not
fail to call on the Palestinians to
take up arms and fight the Zionist
colonizer. “The Algerian people
declared war on French colonial-
ism when they had neither weap-
ons nor the means to defend
themselves, only their resilience
counted. Today, the Palestinian
people have decided to rise up to
face the Zionists. Palestine is sur-
rounded by armies which derive
their strength from the American
hegemony which condemns the
death of a Zionist, while turning
ablind eye to the atrocities in Pal-
estine committed by the Zionists
who blatantly flout the relevant
UN resolutions, laws of interna-
tional legitimacy, and interna-
tional terms of reference, and
deny agreements in an attempt to
impose the status quo policy, and
hamper the building of the sov-
ereign Palestinian state,” further
noted the HIC’s President.

In this vein, he condemned, in
the strongest terms, the ab-
horrent selective empathy and
double standards of USA and
some Western countries which
“disregard the daily atrocities
and crimes committed against
the defenseless Palestinian wom-
en, men and children who are
savagely attacked, tied up and
murdered inside the mosque of
El Agsa”.

While thanking the Islamic Re-
public of Iran for the unlimited
support for the Palestinian cause
on all levels, the president of the

HIC stressed the imperative to
exert a real pressure on the Zion-
ist Entity, the enemy of humanity,
with a view to putting an end to
its systematic violation of human
rights and the enforcement of
discrimination against the Pales-
tinian people.

He also called upon the Palestin-
ian factions to put on the shelf
their domestic rifts, creating a
united front aimed at addressing
the onus fallen on their shoul-
ders. A favorable atmosphere, he
added, should be created to ad-
dress the catastrophic ordeal the
Palestinians are passing through.
Taking the floor, the freshly-ap-
pointed Ambassador of the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran, Mohamed
Riza Babaie, said: “The Interna-
tional Quds Day is a legacy of the
late founder of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran, Imam Khomeini,
decreed after the victory of the Is-
lamic Revolution in Iran in 1979.
It was designated in solidarity
with the Palestinians and in op-
position to the Zionist regime. As
you know, from the beginning of
Iran’s revolution, Imam Khomeini
stated that one of his goals was
the liberation of Palestine from
its occupant regime. After the
revolution, all official ties to the
Zionists were broken and Zion-
ist's embassy in Iran was granted
to the Palestinians. When a new
Zionist raid began in the south of
Lebanon on Ramadan 13th, 1399
AH (August 7th, 1979), Imam
Khomeini gave a speech in which
he announced the last Friday
of the month of Ramadan to be
known as ‘al-Quds Day”".

He added: “People across the
world mark the International
Quds Day to express their soli-
darity with the Palestinian people
and denounce the Zionist atroci-
ties in the occupied territories as
well as the besieged Gaza Strip.
Today, people worldwide, includ-
ing USA, and irrespective to their
religions, and from all walks of
life, are taking to the streets in
massive numbers to support
Palestinians who are facing the
dangerous prospect of a sellout
of their rights through the US
plan, condemning Zionist atroci-
ties, US and some Arab leaders’
policies. This is an occasion for
us to celebrate, intensify and
uphold Palestinian resistance to
Zionism, colonialism, apartheid
and occupation, recalling those
whose lives have been stolen in
defense of the land and people of
Palestine, and to struggle for lib-
eration from the river to the sea.”
He noted that “thanks to the poli-
cy of the unification of the ranks,
the Zionist Entity is facing a
growing resistance, most signifi-
cantly over the past years, which
have changed the equation in the
occupied West Bank,” further
explaining: “Gone are the days
when the Zionist troops enjoyed
the freedom to raid West Bank
towns and villages to ethnically
cleanse the Palestinians residing
there. Today, brave Palestinians
are conducting armed retaliatory
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operations against the Zionist
regime’s occupation including
at its many military checkpoints
scattered across the West Bank.
Those retaliatory operations have
struck the heart of the occupied
territories,” stressed the Iranian
envoy.

He underlined that “the Interna-
tional Quds Day has turned into
the symbol of unity, integrity
and cohesion among Muslims
and freedom-seeking nations
worldwide. Palestine is a wound
that was inflicted on the world
of Islam by the Zionists and the
mercenaries of the arrogant pow-
ers, and it has been made deeper
on a daily basis. The Palestinian
cause should not sink into oblivi-
on in the world of Islam. For Iran,
this central issue is a pillar of the
foreign policy and a doctrinal and
humanitarian duty.”

And to add: “As Iran pledges to
support Palestine financially, po-
litically and on all levels, and in
face of the continued expansion-
ist policies as well as the illegal
and inhumane practices of the
Zionist regime, depriving the op-
pressed people of Palestine from
their inalienable and imprescripti-
ble rights, my country proposed
the organization of a national ref-
erendum in the land of Palestine,
providing the grounds for the
people of Palestine to exercise
their right to self-determination.
The said referendum should be
held while observing the princi-
pled criteria in line with histor-
ical realities and in conformity
with the democratic principles
and the fundamental and impre-
scriptible rights enshrined in the
Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, the International Cove-
nant on Givil and Political Rights
as well as the International Cov-
enant on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights and the obser-
vance of international standards
on elections; Therefore, such
referendum could constitute a
solid basis for the settlement of
the question of Palestine”. He
stressed, in this vein, that the
proposal was registered in the
United Nations by the represent-
ative of the Islamic Republic of
Iran. The Iranian diplomat paid,
on this occasion, a vibrant tribute
“to the Algerian diplomatic efforts
in favor of the Palestinian cause
inall international bodies, and the
full financial and political support
in its favor, in particular President
Tebboune’s initiative to bring to-
gether the Palestinian factions in
Algiers and the signing of Algiers’
Declaration”.  While calling for
“further enhanced Algerian-Ira-
nian ties”, the president of the
Algerian-lranian  parliamentary
friendship group, Moussa Kharfi,
on his part, noted that “El Quds
is the beating heart of the Pales-
tinian cause and Palestinian unity
is the basis of victory”. Similarly,
Mohamed al Alian, representa-
tive of the Popular Front for the
Liberation of Palestine in Algiers
affirmed that “the Zionist entity
is a racist entity which violates

all international agreements and
conventions... its provocations
are directed against 1.5 hillion
Muslims”.

“The Zionist Entity blatantly
shows disdain for international
human rights law, including two
key international human rights in-
struments; the International Cov-
enant on Givil and Political Rights
(ICCPR) and the International
Convention on Socioeconomic
and Cultural Rights (ICESCR), in
addition to the continuous disre-
spect of internationally adopted
provisions and principles in this
direction,” he said.

The president of the Al Baraka as-
sociation in support of the Pales-
tinian cause highlighted that “the
situation in EI Quds augurs a new
future for the Palestinians, stress-
ing that the Zionist politicians and
the military leaders themselves
speak of the end of their entity.
He noted that “800,000 Jews
have recently left the entity for
good”. The representative of the
Association of Muslim Scholars,
Moussa Abdelaoui, pledged “to
support the Palestinian cause po-
litically and financially”.

He recalled Algeria, the land of
patriotism and martyrdom, the
country of a million and a half
martyrs, unwavering and prin-
cipled position in favor of the
Palestinian cause. “Algerians
are known for their uncondition-
al support for the Palestinian
cause,” he said.

The official denounced the nor-
malization process, recalling that
the Algerian President of the Re-
public, Abdelmadiid, in his ?rst
UNGA international speech from
his of?ce in El-Mouradia, strong-
ly criticized the Abraham Accords
inked with the Zionist Entity, em-
phasizing that ‘Algeria will never
trot fast to join the “normaliza-
tion” process’.

Other participants took the floor,
recalling President Tebboune’s
initiatives in favor of the Pales-
tinian cause, as he invited all
Palestinian factions to a compre-
hensive meeting in Algeria which
culminated in the signing of
Algiers’ Declaration that unified
all Palestinian factions, and dedi-
cated 2022 Algiers’ Arab Summit
to this noble cause, noting that
Tebboune’s move was applaud-
ed by Palestinians and Algerians
alike, who have a long history of
intertwined solidarity.

“There is no doubt that when Al-
gerian President Tebboune called
the Palestinian cause “sacred and
an internal matter”, he was truly
speaking on behalf of the Algerian
people whose history is marked
by resistance against colonial
powers. Algerians remain stick
to their pro-Palestine stance,
considering the Palestinian cause
the mother of all causes. Their
beliefs about national sovereign-
ty and the right for countries to
determine their own destiny are
central, firmly committed to the
principles of a sovereigntist gov-
erning ideology, based on their
national pride, far away from any
quid pro quo deals, capable of ex-
ercising foreign pressure on their
country,” said, on the sidelines
of the celebration, Hana Saada,
a journalist, university lecturer
and member of the International
Association of Experts and Politi-
cal Analysts. And to add: “Algeria
espouses the Palestinian cause,
making the Palestinian legitimate
struggle Algeria’s sacred cow.
The Palestinian cause had been
carved in the national memory
of Algerians through generations.
The Algerian people have shown
numerous solidarity stands with
the Palestinian people, espe-
cially during football matches
that include thousands cheering
for Palestine as football fans
from stadium bleachers chant

“Palestine Martyrs” (Falastine
Al-Chouhada) as if the Palestine
national team is on the field. She
recalled the late president Houari
Boumedienne’s famous line: “We
are with Palestine whether unjust
or oppressed,” a line which has
become a slogan of all Algerians.
For his part, Syed Mohammed
Abdul Kadir Bokreta Al Hassani,
member of “The Global Gathering
to Support the Choice of Resist-
ance’ said: “We have to honestly
admit that the Islamic Revolution
in Iran was a great blessing for
the Palestinian cause as it has
played a significant role in the
awakening of the Islamic world,
as such, the Islamic Revolution
of Iran has become a model for
anti-arrogance and oppressive
moves and the ideal of estab-
lishing an Islamic government
among Islamic nations, posting
a challenge to the Western camp
and non-democratic Arab lead-
ers”.

What is International Quds Day?
People across the world mark
the International Quds Day to
express their solidarity with the
Palestinian people and denounce
the Zionist atrocities in the occu-
pied territories as well as the be-
sieged Gaza Strip. These peace-
ful demonstrations come as a
response to the call of the Su-
preme Leader of the Islamic Rev-
olution in Iran, Imam Ruhollah
Al-Khomeini, who announced,
in 1979, last Friday of the Holy
Islamic Month of Ramadan, Al-
Quds Day, voicing a complete
support to the Palestinian cause
against the Zionist enemy.
This-year’s rallies, placed under
the slogan “The West Bank is the
Shield of al-Quds,” noteworthy,
were of a special importance co-
inciding with the Zionist Entity’s
atrocities against the defenseless
Palestinians in EI Quds, in a fla-
grant violation of international
law and human rights.

They were, also, marked by many
attempts by the Zionist entity to
accelerate the implementation of
its project aimed at liquidating
the Palestinian cause, in the face
of the determination of the Pal-
estinian people to free their land
from the clutches of the occupier,
despite the inertia of the interna-
tional community that is turning
a blind eye to this heinous crime.
The sanctity of the third holiest
city of Islam is subjected to un-
precedented violations and al-
most daily attacks by the Zionist
entity which seeks to Judaize it
and create new realities on the
ground, altering its historical
character and demographic com-
position. Since the start of the
Holy month of Ramadan, Al-Agsa
mosque has experienced great
tensions against a backdrop of
intensification of settler intru-
sions into the place of worship
reserved for Muslims only, fue-
ling a religious war over al-Agsa
Mosque. However, they were
faced by severe resistance by the
valiant Palestinians who aborted
all despicable attempts aimed at
desecrating the Holy mosque.
Attacking Palestinians in Ram-
adan has become a tradition for
the Zionists. Last year, Pales-
tinians were and (still this year
are) subject to the denial of their
fundamental freedoms through
the systemic discrimination and
subjugation, forcible evictions,
and demolition orders of the
Palestinian properties. The Zi-
onist escalation against Al-Agsa
Mosque worshipers has resulted
in the injury of more than 160
Palestinians and the arrest of
dozens. These violations, which
have drawn widespread interna-
tional condemnation, were seen
by the Palestinian authorities as
a “declaration of war” against the
Palestinian people.
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Mining compa-
nies’ annual sales
through stock

market up 18%

The total sales of Iran’s large
mining companies through
the stock market has reached
$22.4 billion in the past Irani-
an calendar year 1401 (ended
on March 20), registering an
18-percent rise year on year.
While Iran’s stock market has
developed noticeably in recent
years, especially since the two
past Iranian calendar years,
the performance of the miner-
als and mining industry sec-
tors in this market has been
very outstanding.

This sector’s performance has
been so good that the Iranian
Mines and Mining Industries
Development and Renovation
Organization (IMIDRO), which
is the major state-owned
holding company active in the
mining sector in Iran, has pre-
dicted a promising future for
the mining companies in the
stock market.

Also, the IMIDRO head has
recently announced that the
production of most of the
minerals and mining indus-
tries’ products grew in the
past Iranian year.

Vajihollah Jafari reiterated that
despite all existing restric-
tions and problems, including
electricity and gas outages,
growth was recorded in the
production of most mineral
materials and mining indus-
tries products last year.

He stated that the main fac-
tors to achieve this growth
were trying to use the full
capacity of factories and com-
panies and strengthening the
domestic and export markets,
as well as planning for the
supply of raw materials and
other production needs in
times of outages.

Last year, serious measures
were taken in the field of ex-
ploration, the deputy industry,
mining, and trade minister
further stated.

Having 81 different types of
minerals, Iran is one of the
top 10 mineral-rich countries
across the globe. In this re-
gard, the Iranian government
has been seriously pursuing
several programs for pro-
moting the mining sector as a
major contributor to the coun-
try’s economic growth.

Iran’s proven iron ore re-
serves are 2.7 billion tons,
while the country’s copper
reserves are 2.6 billion tons.
The country also has 11 mil-
lion tons of zinc reserves.

The total proven reserves of
Iran’s mines are estimated at
about 60 billion tons, which is
expected to reach more than
100 billion tons with the im-
plementation of the Industry,
Mining, and Trade Ministry’s
exploration programs over
500,000 square kilometers of
new mineral zones.

Despite the country’s huge
potential in this area, due to
some issues like the lack of
necessary machinery and
equipment and the lack of
access to financial resources
and foreign investment be-
cause of the U.S. sanctions,
the Iranian mining sector has
been struggling to operate at
its maximum capacity over
the past few years.

So, the government programs
for promoting this industry
are mainly focused on relying
on domestic sources for help-
ing the mining sector over-
come its current problems
and hit its ideal targets.
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Sowing mischief
on northern bhor-
ders

Leading a large delegation, Israeli
Foreign Minister Eli Cohen started
a tour of Iranian neighbors in the
north with great fanfare. The tour
comes amid the growing siege of
Israel from various directions.
Before leaving for Baku, Cohen
was keen to remind observers
why Israel attaches all this im-
portance to the Republic of Azer-
baijan. “Azerbaijan is a Muslim
country and its strategic location
makes the relationship between
us of great importance and great
potential. | am leaving today for
an important diplomatic visit to
continue to build, together with
our good friends in Baku, a united
and strong front against the chal-
lenges we share and to deepen
our cooperation in the fields of
economy, security, energy and
innovation,” the Israeli foreign
minister said in a statement.
The statement also said the visit
“comes on the backdrop of the
tightening of government coordi-
nation and the warm and strategic
relations that peaked recently with
the opening of the Azerbaijani em-
bassy in Israel.”

In Baku, Cohen met with Azerbai-
jani President Ilham Aliyev, who
has taken remarkable measures
to give Israel a foothold in the
backyard of Iran. His recent de-
cision to open an embassy in
Israel and appoint an ambassador
to Tel Aviv raised tensions with
Iran, which sees Israel-Azerbaijan
relations as driven by mutual mis-
chief toward Iran.

Baku has insisted on expanding
its relations with Israel despite
knowing that these relations are
met with great suspicion in Iran.
In his meeting with Cohen, Ali-
yev said the bilateral cooperation
agenda of Israel and Azerbaijan is
expanding, calling for the deep-
ening of ties with Israel in many
areas, including security.

After Azerbaijan, Cohen flew to
Ashgabat on Wednesday night
to open Israel’s “closest” embas-
sy to Iran. With this visit, Cohen
became the first Israeli minister
to visit the Caspian state in nearly
three decades.

Israeli media effusively celebrated
the move as “offering Israel an
enticing possible means of en-
try into the Islamic Republic as
it tries to stop Tehran’s nuclear
program.”

While Azerbaijan and Turkmeni-
stan sought to distance the visit
from Iran to some extent, the
Israelis did little to hide their ul-
terior motives. Israel’s officials
and media openly put the visits
to Baku and Ashgabat within the
broader context of enmity toward
Iran, indicating that Tel Aviv is ac-
tivating the northern front against
Iran after it succeeded in closing
in on Israel and its relations with
the Persian Guif Arab states.
Developments of recent weeks
in the region indicated that Isra-
el has now become beleaguered,
with various resistance groups in
the region creating a united front
against Tel Aviv. And the volatile
situation in the West Bank threat-
ens to join this front.

Israel’s hopes for normalization
with Saudi Arabia have gone
up in smoke, too. lIsrael used
to portray Iran’s southern Arab
neighbors as potential allies
against Iran. But its continued
aggression against  Palestine
and stubborn opposition to Pal-
estinian rights helped unravel
the Abraham Accords. As Cohen
was bragging about security co-
operation with Azerbaijan against
shared challenges, Hamas lead-
ers and Palestinian President
Mahmoud Abbas were in Saudi
Arabia in a sign that the Arab
country could be weighing a re-
newed Palestine reconciliation.
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Green Tea and

Diabetes Management

Source:

By:

When you have diabetes, life becomes
all about regulating your blood sugar
to stay healthy. And while many must
turn to medication and insulin injec-
tions, there is evidence to suggest that
drinking green tea could make diabe-
tes management easier.

Several studies have pointed to green
tea as a potentially effective method
of controlling diabetes, and even im-
proving insulin sensitivity. Just how
it works isn't completely clear, but
it's believed catechins within the tea
— also responsible for its antican-
cerTrusted Source and heart health-
Trusted Source benefits — may be
responsible.

How Diabetes Works

When you eat foods with carbohy-
drates, they are digested into sugar. In
response, the pancreas releases insu-
lin to help cells absorb glucose to be
used as fuel. However, when you have
diabetes, the process is hindered.
People with type 2 diabetes have cells
that are desensitized to insulin, which
is known as insulin resistance. This,
and the fact that the pancreas often
stops releasing enough insulin, makes
their blood sugar levels difficult to
control.

Type 1 diabetes is an autoimmune
disease; the cells of the pancreas that
produce insulin are attacked and killed
by the body’s immune system, and
simply do not produce insulin at all.
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Most studies on the effects of green
tea in people with diabetes have fo-
cused on type 2 diabetes, as it is more
common, accounting for 90 to 95 per-
cent of the diabetes seen in the United
States.

Green Tea and Diabetes Prevention
There are indications that green tea
can reduce the risk of developing di-
abetes. According to one studyTrusted
Source in Japan, people who drank six
or more cups of green tea daily were
33 percent less likely to develop type
2 diabetes than people who drank just
one cup per week.

Another studyTrusted Source found
that people who drank green tea con-
sistently for a period of 10 years had

smaller waist circumferences and
lower body fat levels, showing that the
tea may play a role in reducing obesity
risk.

Green Tea and Diabetes Manage-
ment

But tea’s benefits don’t stop at pre-
vention. For people already diagnosed
with diabetes, green tea may be able to
help manage blood sugar levels.
According to a comprehensive re-
viewTrusted Source, green tea con-
sumption is associated with decreased
fasting glucose levels and A1C levels,
as well as reduced fasting insulin
levels, which are a measurement of
diabetes health. While not all studies
have shown these positive results,

green tea has still been shown to be
beneficial in other ways.

The Pacific College of Oriental Medi-
cine suggests that the antioxidant ac-
tivity of polyphenols and polysaccha-
rides are to credit for these benefits.
These same antioxidants are cred-
itedTrusted Source with anticancer,
cholesterol lowering, and blood pres-
sure management benefits.

Making the Most of Green Tea

If you have diabetes and want to reap
the potential benefits of green tea,
steer clear of additions that can cause
blood glucose changes. It's best to
drink the mild-tasting tea plain, in-
stead of diluting it with milk or sweet-
ening it with sugar.

The value of Iran’s export to Iraq increased by 15 percent in the past Iranian
calendar year 1401 (ended on March 20), an official with Iran’s Trade Pro-
motion Organization (TPO) announced. Farzad Piltan, the director-general of
TPO’s Office of West Asian Countries, said that based on the data released by
the Islamic Republic of Iran Customs Administration (IRICA), Iran exported
commodities worth over $10 billion to its neighbor in the previous year. By
stating that Iraq is one of the strategic partners of Iran in the field of foreign
trade and especially exports, he put the value of Iran’s import from Iraq at
about $200 million in the past year. Considering Iran’s vast export capacity
and Iraq’s large market for Iranian goods, both sides want to expand the

volume of bilateral economic exchanges.

Iranand Iraq have set a target of $20 billion in annual trade, and businessmen
and authorities of both countries are determined to meet that target, Head

[ran’s anmual export to Iraq increases %1

of the Iran-Iraq Joint Chamber of Commerce Yahya Ale-Es’haq has stated.
“In general, Iran and Iraq have agreed to improve relations and change the
monetary and banking conditions so that the central banks of the two coun-
tries will ease the current situation and solve the problems,” he has noted.
Iran and Iraq signed a memorandum of understanding (MOU) on economic
cooperation back in January 2021, at the end of the fourth meeting of the
two countries’ Joint Economic Committee.
According to the chairman of the Iran-Iraq Joint Chamber of Commerce,
despite all events that are happening in the region, the relationship between
the two countries of Iran and Iraq is on an upward trajectory.

The current administration of Iran under President Raisi has shown great
interest in broadening and enhancing trade and economic ties with neigh-
boring states, Ale Es’haq has emphasized.

‘Biogas plants required to generate
power in wastewater treatment planty’

The managing director of Tehran Waste-
water Company said that biogas power
plants should be built to utilize the pow-
er generation capacity in other wastewa-
ter treatment plants of the country.
Abbas-Ali Mesr-Zadeh made the re-
marks referring to the construction of
the biogas power plant of units 5 and 6
of South Tehran Wastewater Treatment
Plant, which was put into operation in
the presence of Energy Minister Ali-Ak-
bar Mehrabian on Tuesday morning.
This power plant has the possibility of
generating 15 million kilowatt hours
of electricity with two combined heat
and power (CHP) generators with a

total nominal capacity of 2.4 megawatt

hours.

Implementation of this project results in
the reduction of greenhouse gas emis-
sions by about 75,000 tons of carbon
dioxide annually.

In this power plant, in addition to col-
lecting the biogas from wastewater
treatment and preventing its release, by
generating electricity and heat from it
and avoiding the consumption of fossil
fuel to generate the required energy, the
production and release of methane gas
will also be prevented.

A biogas plant is a facility that provides
oxygen-free conditions where anaer-

obic digestion can occur. Simply put,
it's an artificial system where you can
turn waste into sustainable energy and
fertilizers, with positive effects on the
environment.

Combined heat and power (CHP), also
known as cogeneration, is the concur-
rent generation of electricity or mechan-
ical power and useful thermal energy
(heating and/or cooling) from a single
source of energy.

According to Mesr-Zadeh, the first ur-
ban wastewater biomass power plant
was opened in Tehran in the same treat-
ment plant in the Iranian calendar year
1389 (March 2010-March 2011).

around the world, the chairman of
the Agriculture Committee of Iran
Chamber of Cooperatives (ICC) stat-
ed.

Arsalan Qasemi put the country’s
value of honey export at $5.6 million.
He named China, Bahrain, Kuwait,
Qatar, Oman, Germany, Britain, Can-
ada, Hong Kong, Australia, Indone-
sia, Malaysia, Iraq, and Lebanon as
the most important export destina-
tions of Iranian honey.

According to the latest census of the
country’s apiaries by the Agriculture
Ministry, the production of honey is
136,000 tons in the country, a board
member of the Iran Beekeepers As-
sociation announced.

Mohammad Fekri said that with
producing 30,000 tons of honey
per annum, West Azarbaijan prov-
ince supplies more than 22 percent
of the country’s annual honey, East
Azarbaijan, Fars, Ardebil and Ker-
manshah provinces come next, and
about 43 percent of the honey is pro-
duced in other provinces.

As stated by the chairman of the An-
imal Science Research Institute of

Iran exports honey to 22 countries

Iran (ASRI), Iran ranks third in the
world in the number of apiaries.
Mokhtar Mohajer also said that Iran’s
rank in honey production is chang-
ing and moving between fourth and
sixth place in the world.

Based on the data released by the
United Nations Food and Agricul-
ture Organization (FAO), Iran is the
third-largest producer of honey in
the world.

The chairman of the Animal Science
Research Institute has said that the
amount of honey production in the
country should be increased by three
to four kilograms per colony.
Mohajer said, “According to the
Seventh National Development Plan
(2022-2026), the amount of honey
production should be increased by
at least three to four kilograms per
colony according to the diversity of
plants and the area of pastures that
we have in the country”.

He announced that 8,300 kilograms
of royal jelly, 406 tons of pollen,
2,536 tons of beeswax, 247 tons of
propolis, and 3,917 grams of bee
venom are produced annually in the
country.
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