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America: ambassa-
dor

[ranian Ambassador to Venezuela
Hojjatullah Soltani has said that plans
are afoot for a visit by Iranian Presi-
dent Ebrahim Raisi to Latin America.
In an interview with the Iranian IRNA
news agency, Soltani took stock of
the state of relations between Iran and
Venezuela. He said, “Our relations are
very good and moving forward in all
spheres politically, economically, cul-
turally, scientifically and technically.
Currently, our political relations with
Venezuela are at the highest level and
we have high political commonalities
with the government and people of
this country.”

He added, “In the economic field,
many projects have been formed and
good works have been done, and
many Iranian companies are working
in Venezuela. We have had one of the
most successful science and tech-
nology fairs in Venezuela, where 85
knowledge-based companies with 145
managers and researchers participat-
ed in Venezuela. In the cultural field,
we also exchange students between
the two countries, so Iran-Venezuela
relations are moving well in all figlds.”
Soltani said the Raisi administration,
influenced by the revolutionary out-
look and diversification of relations in
the international arena, has paid good
attention to Latin America.

“Within the last two years, our rela-
tions with Venezuela have increased
significantly compared to before, and
[Iranian Foreign Minister] Amir Ab-
dollahian’s trip to Latin America was
a very successful trip and was well
received, and good agreements were
formed with this country. Based on
this trip and affected by the negotia-
tions that took place during this trip,
we had several delegations that were
sent to Venezuela after the visit of the
Minister of Foreign Affairs, and two
or three of these delegations are still
in Venezuela and are conducting their
negotiations,” he continued.

Soltani noted, “Due to the depth of
relations and the variety of issues we
have, it is necessary to have frequent
and continuous exchanges of political
and high-ranking economic delega-
tions, which fortunately is being done
and we hope that in the year 1402 [be-
gan on March 21] we will be able to
continue the same path with strength
and power.” Responding to a question
on Iran-Venezuela oil cooperation,
Soltani said, “During the visit of the oil
minister, many of these issues were
discussed, including oil relations. Iran
and Venezuela move like two coun-
tries that always have dynamic and
progressive relations, and the news of
the exchanges made in this area was
spread through mass media. There-
fore, Iran and Venezuela’s capabilities
and needs complement each other
in many areas, and these coopera-
tions are pursued based on a friendly,
brotherly atmosphere and in a win-win
framework for both sides.”

He also addressed the president’s trip
to Latin America and planning for this
trip. “Affected by the policy of diver-
sification in foreign relations, Ayatol-
lah Raisi has a special view on Latin
America, which is very important as
an economic and political bloc in the
world. There have been talks about
the president’s visit, but the exact date
and time period of this trip will be in-
vestigated and decided upon by the
relevant authorities at the right time,”
he said.

Soltani said the president will visit
several countries, not just Venezuela.
“Whenever a trip is planned, usually
one or more countries are on the agen-
da. For example, if we consider Ma-
duro’s trip to Iran in 1401 (2022), he
visited 6 countries in the Middle East
region. When visiting Latin America,
[Iranian] presidents usually visit two
or three countries depending on the
distance. The office of the President
and higher officials in the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs will decide on whether
Ayatollah Raisi’s visit will be to one or
more countries at the appropriate time
and according to the conditions of the
investigation in this field,” he noted.

Any American voice may not
count for much in most of Asia
and especially in West Asia and
that is quite understandable.
Anyone in Iran or now in Iran’s
neighboring Arab countries
have an unquestionable right
to question Americans and the
government in Washington for
countless misdeeds over the
last 30 years around divide and
conquer policies and actions
that have created rampant cha-
0s and misery that never, ever
should have been meted out by
Washington and its allies wher-
ever.

It was Vladimir Putin who re-
ally posed the question before
the General Assembly at the
UN clearly and unequivocally
a few years ago in an address
in New York when he pointed to
the U.S. and asked one simple
question: “Do you realize what
you have done?” (Or been do-
ing for many years.) One an-

-
-

swer to this pregnant question
by Putin is that maybe the U.S.
was aware of what it had been
doing but it did not give a damn.
And for not giving a damn there
is, this year and quite sudden-
ly in parts of the world from
which no great response was
expected so fast and so soon.
However, much responses have
long been warranted and build-
ing under cover, it is happening:
blowback and revolt rarely be-
fore seen so clearly, and uni-
fications or reunifications few
could have imagined.

Central to all the change that is
underway has been the lead-
ers of Iran and Saudi Arabia
shaking hands this Spring and
saying, as Putin would, “Nyet”
to more division, and further,
let’'s cook up some peace for a
change. And not only between
Iran and Saudi Arabia, but over
Yemen and even with Syria,
too, which will be invited to re-

Ruminations about the changes un
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join the Arab League soon after
a decade of dismissal. The UAE
is also playing its part. One can
thank China’s leaders, too, for
pushing for peace between dis-
putants this century especially
in resource-rich West Asia.
A multipolar world is taking
shape, and leaving Washington
in the foul dust of its hubris and
arrogance and divisive war-
mongering like never before.

And a change of attitude is also
breaking out among the erst-
while vassals of the Empire of
Chaos in Europe. France’s Ma-
cron returned from a visit to
China saying that Europe must
reduce its dependency on the
U.S. which has deepened with
negative results given the U.S.
proxy war on Russia in Ukraine.
And even in the German Bunde-
stag demands have been made
that Germany break its relation-
ship of extreme subservience
to the U.S. which is destroying

Europe’s economy.

This seeming revolution is like
the massive amounts of snow
that covered much of the west-
ern U.S. this past winter now in
a thaw, like perhaps on Iran’s
highest peak, Demavand, rac-
ing downhill and picking up
mass and speed. It's hard to
find a place on the world map
outside of, say, Australia or Ja-
pan or S. Korea or Canada or
much of Europe that is not now
experiencing some exhilaration
over the mounting and well-de-
served rejections of fealty to all
of Washington’s demands.
People want to create and enjoy
a broader peace they have not
had in decades largely because
of the U.S. They want to breath
more freely. They want to focus
on trade and mutual benefit and
cooperation between nations of
different cultures and religions.
This is the real “Arab Spring” of
slightly more than a decade ago

Freestylers’ weak performance should be scrutinized: expert

derway.

and which fizzled out because
of Western and U.S. rejections
and power moves. What is now
is or is becoming a potentially
huge springtime of more uni-
ty and peace for much of the
world. It’s quite remarkable and
it must not be blocked, must be
pushed even harder whatever
becomes of the U.S. in decline.
But no one and especially in the
Persian/Muslim/Arab  realms
should be mistaken.

Because if much of the rest
of the planet appears to be
witnessing an awakening,
or at least having already
woken up and finally doing
something real about their
valid perceptions such as re-
jecting the dollar with some
help from Russia and China
especially, the same realiza-
tions are starting to burble up
among many Americans, too,
even though for now most
are baffled and confused and
way behind lranians or Ar-
abs leaders because of the
mainstream media in the U.S.
manufacturing consent, as
Noam Chomsky has said for
years, for Washington’s inter-
national misdeeds and wars
with reams of propaganda
and misdirections and demo-
nizations of others.

Further, this is not to say than
ANY government anywhere is
“perfect” and could not benefit
from some reformations for its
subjects, but it IS to say that
the U.S. government pushing
its militant “empire” for dec-
ades and bankrupting the U.S.
people with debt and with over
800 military bases around the
globe has, in fact, probably
been the least perfect and the
least healthy for humankind in
recent decades.

Iranian wrestling expert Alireza Rezaei
believes that freestyle wrestling’s weak
results at the recent continental compe-
titions should be scrutinized by the pun-
dits and the technical staff of the team.

Iran’s freestyle wrestling team finished
in third place in the 36th edition of the
Asian Wrestling Championships, where

Kazakhstan easily secured the team title.
The results were disappointing for the
wrestling fans and experts, as Iran only
got one gold medal by Rahman Amou-
zad at 65kg.

The team that won the Asian Wres-
tling Championships in 29 editions of
the tournament and claimed six gold

medals in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia last
year, get some weak and indefensible
records.

“It's undeniable that the results were aw-
ful,” said Alireza Rezaei in his exclusive
interview with Tehran Times.

“We must find a solution to avoid the
same results in upcoming competitions.

The national team’s technical staff must
also find the causes of the failure. In the
meetings with the experts and technical
staff, the wrestling federation should
analyze why such results happened,”
Rezaei added.

Iran also snatched one silver and three
bronze medals in the event.

Leader’s emphasis in meeting with senior military commanders: Go forward without stopping

a j -

Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei, Lead-
er of the Islamic Revolution, met on
Sunday with a number of top Iranian
military officials.

In the meeting, Ayatollah Khamenei,
who is also the commander-in-chief
of the Armed Forces, addressed a va-
riety of issues related to the Iranian
Armed Forces and the enemy’s plots
against Tehran.

He underlined that “the enemy can be
defeated despite its seemingly solid
calculations and military power,” ac-
cording to a readout by khameneir.ir.
The Leader expressed satisfaction
with the continuous movement and
progress that is taking place within
the country’s armed forces, advising
them to not be satisfied with any level
of strength and progress and to ad-
vance forward without stopping.
Ayatollah Khamenei also drew atten-
tion to the war-mongering efforts of
evil international forces in different
parts of the world, outlining that the
arrogant powers start a conflict from
behind the scenes whenever they be-
lieve that something will serve their
interests.

“Focusing on the enemy’s long-term
plans” was another important point
that the Leader of the Islamic Revo-
lution emphasized to the command-
ers and senior officials of the Armed
Forces.

“Paying close attention to the ene-
my’s five or ten-year plans is good
and necessary, but its mid-term and
long-term plans should also be con-
sidered and monitored,” he said.
Ayatollah  Khamenei also touched
on the U.S. wars against Iraq and
Afghanistan, both neighbors of Iran.
The ultimate goal of these wars was
Iran, the Leader said.

In the run-up to the Iraq war of 2003,
there was a quip among the neo-con-
servatives in Washington that was
emblematic of the U.S. plots against
Iran: “Everyone wants to go to Bagh-
dad; real men want to go to Tehran.”
The Iraq war was intended to be a

short message to Iran that it was
next. But things didn’'t go as the
neo-conservatives wished.

Ayatollah Khamenei indicated that the
U.S. failed in fulfilling the message.
Referring to the two wars that the
United States started in the east and
west of Iran about two decades ago,
the Commander-in-Chief said that the
Americans had interests in Iraq and
Afghanistan, but their ultimate goal
was the Islamic Iran.

However, due to the very strong
foundations of the Islamic Revolu-
tion, they failed in these events and
in their ultimate purpose, the Leader
remarked.

Referring to this fact, Ayatollah
Khamenei added “therefore, the ene-
my can be defeated despite its seem-
ingly solid calculations and military
power.”

He cited the current situation that
the Zionist regime is grappling with
as another example of such failures.
“Last year, the Zionist regime’s an-
ti-Palestinian operation in the month
of Ramadan was not met with any
particular reaction in the world, but
this year there are demonstrations
against its crimes, even in the United
States and England.”

The Leader of the Islamic Revolution
considered it important not to ne-
glect the enemy, while at the same
time, believing in its vincibility. “At
no stage should we be negligent with
respect to the enemy’s tricks and
plots,” he said.

At the conclusion of his remarks,
Ayatollah Khamenei called on the in-
tellectual centers and elements of the
Armed Forces to continuously and
innovatively devise strong, rational,
and path-breaking strategies and
policies.

Prior to the Leader’s speech, the Chief
of the General Staff of the Armed
Forces, Major General Mohammad
Bagheri, gave a report on the plans
and actions of the Armed Forces in
various dimensions.

Referendum in Pal-
estine the most ef-
fective solution to
conflict: envoy

[ranian Ambassador to Tajikistan
Mohammad Taghi Saberi under-
lined that the most effective solu-
tion to the Palestinian question is
to hold a referendum.

Speaking at a ceremony held
on the occasion of International
Quds Day at the Iranian embassy
in Dushanbe, Saberi said, “The
crimes committed against the
Palestinian nation were a clear
and serious violation of interna-
tional law, human rights, as well
as the provisions of the United
Nations Charter and UN resolu-
tions. As long as the roots of this
crisis and the fundamental rights
of the Palestinian people are not
addressed, there is no possibility
of solving this crisis.”

He added, “Quds Day is one of
those true manifestations of the
unity and cohesion of the Islamic
world. al-Quds will remain as the
capital of Palestine and the first
Qibla of Muslims. We are sure
that with the continuation of the
struggle of the Muslim people
of Palestine and the support of
the Islamic world, Palestine will
be freed by God’s grace and re-
turn to the arms of the Islamic
world.”

Underlining that Quds Day re-
minds everyone that Palestine
and al-Quds belong to all Mus-
lim, Christian and Jewish people
of Palestine, he said, “The tem-
porary occupation of the Zionist
regime cannot change this fact.”
The ambassador pointed out
that the Islamic Republic of Iran,
based on its human, national and
religious values and international
obligations, has always empha-
sized the need to resolve the
Palestinian crisis, according to
official news agency IRNA.
“The cause of Palestine and the
freedom of Holy Quds for Iran is
not a tactical approach but a real
and strategic political issue. The
government and people of Iran
will support the rights of the Pal-
estinian people,” he said.

Saberi noted, “In order to resolve
the Palestinian crisis, the Islamic
Republic of Iran has presented a
democratic and fair plan entitled
‘Holding a National Referendum
in Palestine’, which has also been
registered in the United Nations
Secretariat. According to the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran, the return
of Palestinian refugees to their
homeland and the holding of a
referendum among the indige-
nous people of this land to deter-
mine the fate and type of political
system is the most effective way
to resolve this conflict.”

He added, “Based on this plan,
Muslims, Jews and Christians of
Palestinian origin will be able to
choose the type of legal system
that governs them and benefit
from its rights freely and equally.
The plan of the Islamic Republic
of Iran has been compiled and
presented based on democratic
principles and international laws
accepted by all governments and
nations.”

The ambassador also congratu-
lated those present at the cere-
mony and all the Muslims of the
world on Eid al-Fitr in advance
and expressed hope that “we
will soon witness the liberation
of Holy Quds and the liberation
of the oppressed people of Pal-
estine from the prison of occu-
pation.”

Louay Issa, the Palestinian
ambassador to Tajikistan, also
attended the ceremony. He deliv-
ered a speech and spoke about
the plight of the Palestinian peo-
ple under the Israeli occupation.
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TEDPIX climbs
21,000 points on
Sunday

TEDPIX, the main index of Tehran
Stock Exchange (TSE), gained
21,117 points to 2.275 million on
Sunday.

As reported, over 21.913 billion
securities worth 148.043 trillion
rials (about $352.4 million) were
traded at the TSE.

The stock market transactions
in the past Iranian calendar year
1401 (ended on March 20) went
through volatile days, which, ac-
cording to experts, despite the
value of the stock market for in-
vestment, the mistrust of share-
holders and their fear of entering
their capital into this market led
to a decrease in liquidity and cre-
ating severe fluctuations in the
stock market.

This condition caused the gov-
ernment and the Securities and
Exchange Organization (SEQ) to
take effective measures to restore
prosperity and investors’ confi-
dence in this market, in a way that
many capital market experts be-
lieve that the outlook for investing
in the stock market is positive in
the current year.

Hossein Abdi, a capital market ex-
pert said that the government has
a supportive approach to the cap-
ital market, and it seems to affect
market transactions positively.
Analyzing the upward trend of the
stock market and breaking the
record of the index this year, he
said the capital market started its
work in the first week of this year
with a very positive trend, which
promises good days in the capital
market for 1402.

TEDPIX, the main index of the
Tehran Stock Exchange (TSE),
which is Iran’s main stock ex-
change, jumped to 2.1 million
points on April 4, registering a
record high.

The forecasts indicate that the
stock exchange transactions in
the first three months of this year
will experience good days and
will provide good returns to the
shareholders, Abdi further noted.

Iran issues final
verdict on Ukraini-
an plane incident

An Iranian military court on Sun-
day released its final verdict on
the case of the Ukraine Interna-
tional Airlings Flight 752 which
was downed near Tehran due to
a “human error” in January 2020,
Mehr reported.

After more than three years of
studies and holding a total of 20
trial hearings in which a total of
117 plaintiffs filed their lawsuits,
55 of the plaintiffs spoke and
read out their complaints, and 20
lawyers represented the plaintiffs,
the second branch of the Tehran
military court issued the verdict.
The verdict was issued after the
relevant judicial authorities con-
ducted a thorough investigation
into the case in the prosecutor’s
office and the court, based on
statements and reports of mili-
tary and judicial officers, forensic
medical reports, receiving scientif-
ic and expert opinions of expert
panels, international research,
statements of informants and
experts and plaintiffs and defend-
ants’ defenses.

The court found as many as 10
people guilty in the deadly inci-
dent, with the main defendant
being sentenced to 13 years in
prison. The main person who is
charged is the commander of
the Tor M1 defense system, who
mistook the passenger plane for
an invading cruise missile and
shot the plane twice contrary to
the order of the command post
and other instructions.
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% Dorostkar to
:i remain free-
= style team
= coach until
S Paris 2024

Pejman Dorostkar will remain head
coach of Iran freestyle wrestling team
until the 2024 Olympic Games.

The coach is under pressure after his
team’s lackluster performance in the
2023 Asian Wrestling Championships
in Astana, Kazakhstan.

Team Melli just won one gold medal as
well as one silver and three bronzes,

finishing third behind Kazakhstan and
Japan.

The wrestling federation has an-
nounced that Dorostkar will remain as
head coach in Paris 2024.

The Federation has also said that free-
style wrestling’s weak results will be
scrutinized by the technical staff of the
team.

The defictons henefits 0
soup durmg Ramadan

Source:

By:

Soup, a traditional dish at Iftar, adds
variety to every table during the holy
month of Ramadan. With its many dif-
ferent types and flavours, it’s not only
a delicious tradition, but also offers
many health benefits.

Starting with soup at Iftar will replen-
ish the fluids lost in your body while
fasting during the day. It also prepares
your digestive system for the rest of
the meal and helps maintain a healthy
digestive system. In addition, soup is
a rich source of vitamins, minerals and
other nutrients which are essential for
the body, especially during Ramadan
as it stays for a long period of the day
without food.

THE BENEFITS OF SOUP INCLUDE:

e Warmth and flexibility: Starting your

Iftar meal with soup warms the stom-
ach after a long day and helps in pre-
venting bloating or any stomach dis-
comfort

e Rich in fluids: Soups are rich in water,
which is hydrating for body cells and
beneficial for a healthy glowing com-
plexion

e A healthy nutritious dish: Soups are
healthy dishes made from nutritious
ingredients such as vegetables, meat,
chicken, legumes and rice. The healthy
way in which soups are prepared help
preserve all their nutritional value in
the cooking water and maintain its
richness in vitamins, minerals and
proteins

e Full of healthy fibres: Its richness in
fibre (such as vegetable and legume

soups) helps regulate the function
of your digestive system and reduce
bloating and constipation

e A rich taste: Rich in flavour for you
and your family, it is easy to chew and
swallow, and a great meal for kids and
the elderly.

* Feeling of satiety: Soups offer a feel-
ing of fullness and this will allow you
to control your meal portions and eat
smaller quantities at Iftar.

EXAMPLES OF HEALTHY SOUPS:

e Lentil soup:rich in proteins and iron

« \/egetable soup:rich in fibre, vitamins
and minerals

e Chicken and rice soup:rich in pro-
teins, iron and carbohydrates

So go ahead, give yourself and your
family a nutritious dish during Ram-

Half of mactive mdustrial
units face lack of

Half of the inactive industrial units in
the country have the problem of lack of
liquidity, based on a report released by
the Iran Chamber of Commerce, Indus-
tries, Mines, and Agriculture (ICCIMA).
According to the managers of the stag-
nant economic enterprises of the coun-
try, 50 percent of inactive units have the
problem of lack of liquidity, 15 percent
have the problem of lack of demand and
market, four percent have the problem
of lack of raw materials, four percent
have the problem of partner dispute,
two percent have infrastructural prob-
lems, one percent have legal problems,
one percent have the problem of provid-
ing machinery, and 22 percent have oth-
er problems, the ICCIMA report shows.
The head of Iran Small Industries and
Industrial Parks Organization (ISIPO)
has stressed that reviving idle produc-
tion units is the main approach that the
government is currently following in the
industry sector.

The government is seriously pursu-
ing its programs to resolve production
units’ problems in collaboration with the
private sector; Very good planning has
been done in this regard, Ali Rasoulian
has stated.

As announced by the ISIPO head, 1,714
idle production units were revived in the
country during the past Iranian calendar
year 1401 (ended on March 20).
Referring to the Leader’s emphasis on

knowledge-based employ
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ment last year,
Rasoulian said: “We have formulated a
coherent operational package to sup-
port knowledge-based companies and
considered incentives and advantages
for giving land to such companies.”

He added: “Last year, we gave land to
more than a hundred knowledge-based
companies, and we managed to meet
107 out of 378 technological needs of
these companies, which were previous-
ly met from abroad, inside the country.”
Pointing out that a good relationship
has been established between knowl-
edge-based companies and large enter-
prises, the deputy industry, mining and
trade minister announced that 120 com-
panies were added to the list of knowl-
edge-based companies last year.

“We agreed with the Technology Depart-
ment of the Ministry of Science to estab-
lish knowledge-based parks in industrial
estates so that companies can take ad-
vantage of these parks”, he added.
Referring to this year’s slogan, which is
“Inflation Control, Production Growth”,
Rasoulian said: “We must control infla-
tion and increase production because
these two have serious effects on each
other.”

He called providing industrial infrastruc-
ture and supporting small industries
as requirements for production growth
and said: “Supporting small industries
and providing their financial resources

liquidity: 1CCIMA

. e |
and involving the private sector are our
goals.”

Stating that handing over affairs to the
private sector is one of the policies of
the Ministry of Industry, Mining and
Trade, the official emphasized: “It is
easier to revive the stagnant units than
to provide financial support to the units,
and therefore we are trying to connect
the driving companies to the stagnant
units.”

The ISIPO head further announced the
preparation of investment packages for
the participation of the private sector
and said: “We are creating workshops
for small enterprises and are identifying
enterprises with competitive products.”
According to Rasoulian, the approach of
reviving the idle units is very important
since the country has been dealing with
the most severe international sanctions
for many years; and it relies more than
ever on domestic production.

Of course, what is seen as the result of
the efforts of the ISIPO, as one of the
main organizations in charge of boost-
ing the country’s production, planning
and diligent follow-up to revive the
stagnant production units, fortunate-
ly, the work in this due is on the right
track, the official has stated, highlight-
ing that revival of each stagnant pro-
duction and industrial unit leads to job
creation and return to work of 18 peo-
ple on average.

it

adan, with a healthy variety of soups
each and every day!

Goodness of Dates

It is recommended to start Iftar by eat-
ing 2-3 dates, as it provides the body
with sugar, helping restore low blood
sugar after fasting all day. One of the
most common reasons for headaches
or dizziness during Ramadan is low
blood sugar, which is why eating dates
is very beneficial at the start of Iftar.
WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF DATES?
* Provide vitality:being rich in calories
and sugar (80% of the date is made of
sugar), as well as being easily digested
and absorbed, they provide you with an
immediate source of energy

e Rich in essential nutrients:dates con-
tain 6 vitamins and 15 minerals and are

especially rich in calcium, phospho-
rous, iron, magnesium and potassium
e Full of fibre:this facilitates digestion
and moderates bowl function, helping
prevent constipation

* Heart healthy:they have only traces of
fat, are cholesterol free and can be con-
sumed by all members of your family
DID YOU KNOW?

You need to consume about 2-4 serv-
ings of fruits per day.

2-3 pieces of dates are considered as
one fruit serving and contain about 70
calories!

Another way to add dates to your bal-
anced diet is to incorporate them into
your sweet recipes, this way you will
replace some of the sugar as dates are
naturally sweet and tasty.

Iran is the “biggest and most
loyal” supporter of the resist-
ance movement in the world,
according to Parliament Speaker
Mohammad Bager Qalibaf, who
praised the great participation of
Iranians in demonstrations com-
memorating International Quds
Day on the final Friday of the fast-
ing month of Ramadan.

Qalibaf made the remarks on
Sunday at the start of a plenary
session of the Iranian parliament.
The Iranians turned out in huge
numbers in rallies to express
their support for the Palestinian
cause and denounce the occupy-
ing regime’s decades-long crimes
against Palestinians, the senior
MP stated.

“The outstanding turnout of the
Iranian people in the rally on Fri-
day unequivocally is regarded as
one of the most influential and
magnificent Quds Days in recent
years, representing the historic
initiative of the great founder of
the Islamic Revolution and the
true model of resistance against
tyranny and domination,” the
speaker highlighted.

The Iranian people “dazzled in a
special and historic way” at this
year’s Quds Day rallies, the top
lawmaker remarked, adding the
rallies shook the Zionist enemy’s
back across the whole nation.
“Islamic Iran today, with the
support of this vigilant and wise
nation and under the tutelage of
the visionary Leader of the Islam-
ic Revolution, is the biggest and
most steadfast supporter of the
resistance around the world,” Qa-
libaf pointed out.

More than 40 years ago, Ayatol-
lah Ruhollah Khomeini, the late
founder of the Islamic Republic,
declared the final Friday of the
holy month of Ramadan as Quds
Day.

The demonstrations take place all
across the world to support the
Palestinian people’s struggle for

Speaker calls Iran ‘higgest and most
loval’ sponsor of resistance

the liberation of their occupied
territories and their resistance to
Israel.

The yearly gathering, which
is regarded as the pinnacle of
Muslims’ vigilance against Is-
raeli atrocities, provides free-
dom-seekers anywhere in the
globe, regardless of creed, with a
platform to express their solidar-
ity for the Palestinian cause and
their outrage at the occupying
regime.

Muslims observed Quds Day
this year amid outrage over lIs-
rael’s recent round of incursions
on Palestinian worshipers at the
al-Agsa mosque complex.

“Iran main backer of resistance”
Sheikh Naim Qassem, the deputy
secretary general of Hezbollah,
said that Tehran has always been
in the forefront in supporting the
resistance front in the region de-
spite suffering consequences for
adopting such an approach.

He made the comments on Satur-
day during a ceremony honoring
International Quds Day at the Ira-
nian embassy in Beirut.

“The Islamic Republic of Iran is
leading an axis of resistance that
has spread throughout the re-
gion,” he said, adding, “It has be-
come a force to be reckoned with
whereas Palestine remains as its
centerpiece.”

Qassem also underlined that the
resistance trajectory is now more
effective than ever since it has
imposed deterrence equations,
saying that Hezbollah knows no
bounds when it comes to oppos-
ing the occupying Israeli regime.
Al-Quds, according to him, holds
the key to releasing the whole re-
gion from the grasp of world op-
pression and arrogance.

He noted that “we must seize
the opportunity to work toward
the emancipation of the Pales-
tinian people since the trends we
are witnessing signal significant
changes in the region.”
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