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miscalculation of
states that nor-
malized ties with
Israel: FM

Iranian Foreign Minister Hos-
sein Amir Abdollahian has
said that the developments
in Palestine and the occu-
pied territories have revealed
the miscalculation of some
states that got implicated in
establishing formal relations
with Israel.

In an opinion piece for the
Lebanese Al-Akhbar news-
paper, Amir Abdollahian
addressed the situation in
Palestine on the occasion of
World Quds Day, which was
celebrated on Friday.

“It has become clear that
the general state of aversion
towards the Zionist entity
has exceeded the borders
of Palestine and the Islamic
countries, as all the advo-
cates of freedom and justice
in all parts of the world have
realized that the nature of
this entity based on ethnic
cleansing and bloody crime
is a flagrant violation of hu-
man rights and an imminent
threat to peace, security and
stability in region and the
world,” the foreign minister
opined.

He noted, “Historical expe-
rience has proven that the
nature of the Zionist entity
based on occupation and
expansion does not coexist
with the security, peace and
stability of the region, as this
entity believes that its surviv-
al and security depend on its
continuous malicious efforts
to infiltrate Islamic countries
and sow the seeds of dis-
cord, enmity, conflicts and
wars between them.”

“The use of phrases with
bright connotations, such
as peace and coexistence,
are nothing but deceptive
attempts by the forces of ar-
rogance to polish the image
of this entity, attenuate the
Palestinian cause and throw
it into oblivion, and promote
the normalization of relations
with the usurping entity of
Jerusalem in front of interna-
tional public opinion, espe-
cially the Islamic one,” Amir
Abdollahian wrote.

He added, “Despite this, the
developments taking place in
Palestine and the occupied
territories  revealed faster
than expected the npolitical
miscalculations of some
governments that were in-
volved in establishing official
relations with this entity.”
The Iranian foreign minister
said, “We are fully confi-
dent that the continuation
of the brutal Zionist violence
against the Palestinians will
only lead to more harmony
among the Palestinian people
and fuel the flame of their de-
termination and jihad against
the occupation perched on
their pure land.”

He once again reiterated
[ran’s democratic solution to
the Palestinian question, say-
ing that “the democratic initi-
ative launched by the Islamic
Republic of Iran through its
call for a general referendum
with the participation of all
the indigenous people of Pal-
estine, Muslims, Christians
and Jews, in order to form
a Palestinian state from the
sea to the river... can be a
just starting point that seeks
peace and puts an end to this
Palestinian tragedy, which
represents the oldest and
most painful crisis in con-
temporary human history.”

[.5., allies to blame for Atehamstan misery: Iran FM

e U.S. and its allies, accord-
ing to Iran’s foreign minister,
have sponsored and directed
Daesh and other terrorist and
extremist organizations in Af-
ghanistan’s south and north,
which has led to the current
difficult situation.

Hossein  Amir  Abdollahian
made the remarks while speak-
ing at the fourth meeting of
Afghanistan’s  neighbors on
Thursday in Samarkand, Uz-
bekistan.

Here is the full text of his ad-
dress:

| would like to thank you for
choosing the beautiful city of
Samarkand for hosting the
Fourth Meeting of the Ministers
of Foreign Affairs of Neighbor-
ing Countries of Afghanistan.
This initiative has been very
successful and resulted in
gathering Afghanistan’s neigh-
boring countries in different
cities including Islamabad,
Tehran, Tun Xi and Samarkand
to magnify their united voice
worldwide.

One year and nine months
have passed since Afghan de-
velopments and shifts in its
political ~ structures.  During
this period, we have all tried
to help stabilize Afghanistan
and bring about peace to its
innocent people. Under such
a framework, the Islamic Re-
public of Iran has been pioneer
in various political, security,
economic and social spheres
and has significantly assisted
the Afghans to pass through
the crisis, inter alia, interacting
with the Afghan interim gov-
ernment at the highest level,
helping Afghan security forces
to fight terrorism, maintaining
economic and trade exchang-
es, promoting border cooper-
ation and dispatching tens of
humanitarian aid packages to
various Afghan cities. On the
other hand, hundreds of thou-
sands of new Afghan refugees
have been hosted and settled
in the Islamic Republic of Iran
in the recent period, increas-
ing the number of Afghan ref-
ugees in Iran to millions. This
is a grave burden, especially
in the light of unfair sanctions
imposed by the US on the Ira-
nian people and deprivation of
international support, which
demonstrates the Islamic Re-
public of Iran’s humanitarian
policy regarding the innocent
people of Afghanistan.
Conditions in Afghanistan are
critical for us as its neighbor-
ing countries, because a stable
or instable Afghanistan would
directly impact us. However,
there are some extra-regional
countries that despite years
of offence and aggression
against this country and caus-
ing numerous damages and
pains to the Afghan people, still
look greedily at this country
as an instrument to advance
their illegitimate  objectives

As announced by a provincial official, 1,249 hec-
tares of lands have been equipped with modern
irrigation systems in Sistan-Baluchestan province,
in the southeast of Iran, in the past Iranian calendar
year 1401 (ended on March 20).

Hossein-Ali Ramroudi, the acting director of water
and soil in the province’s Agriculture Department,
put the fund to implement modern irrigation pro-
jects in the province at 450 billion rials (about
$958,000) in the previous year.

He said that with an average annual rainfall of 100
mm, Sistan-Baluchestan is considered one of the

against the regional countries.
These extra-regional powers
while keeping off Afghanistan
should admit responsibility for
decades of destruction in this
country and compensate it. Af-
ghanistan’s geography cannot
be used as a leverage against
the regional countries.
Reinforcement  of  terrorist
groups, particularly Daesh, in
Afghanistan and moving its
experienced elements from
the Middle East to this coun-
try are among the plans of the
extra-regional countries for
Afghanistan and its neighbors.
Augmentation of the Daesh op-
erational capacity and expand-
ing its objectives to officials
of the Taliban interim govern-
ment, diplomatic premises,
media and cultural centers,
Shia Muslims and business
activists all verify this claim.
The Islamic Republic of Iran
advocates coherent interaction
among the regional countries
to block the expansion of activ-
ities by Daesh and other terror-
ist groups in Afghanistan.

All branches of terrorism and
extremism are a malady for the
countries and their national se-
curity in the region and across
the world and are at the service
of the imperialist objectives
of the United States and the
West and impose dangers and
harms directly on our country.
The US and its allies are re-
sponsible not only for destroy-
ing, murdering and worsening
the present hard conditions in
Afghanistan but also fully for
supporting and guiding Daesh
and other terrorist and extrem-
ist groups in the south and
north of Afghanistan.

Decades of unrest in Afghan-
istan proves that the only way
to establish peace and security
in this country passes through
inclusion and participation of
all ethnicities and groups at
the government. The regional
countries’ advice to the Afghan
interim government to form an
inclusive government is not
equal to intervening in its in-
ternal affairs but a sympathetic
advice to help them govern the
country more effectively. Un-
doubtedly, Afghans themselves
will nominate representatives
of ethnicities and groups to
take part in the government.
The same is true about the
rights of women and girls.
Although Islam does not put
any ban on education and em-
ployment of women and girls,
concerns of the Afghan interim
government to create the re-
quired grounds based on Shar-
ia is understandable.
Therefore, in addition to direct
contribution to the education
of the Afghan girls and wom-
en, the Islamic Republic of Iran
voices its readiness to provide
the Afghan interim government
with all kinds of hardware and
software supports to create the

necessary conditions for the
education of women and girls.
It is noteworthy that currently
there are some 700,000 Afghan
school students and 40,000
university students studying at
the educational centers of the
Islamic Republic of Iran.

The Islamic Republic of Iran
does not define its interac-
tion with the Afghan interim
government based on oppor-
tunism and profit seeking.
Hosting millions of Afghan
refugees which incurs billions
of dollars on our sanctioned
economy annually and Iran’s
continued readiness to help the
Afghan people in all fields are
the best proofs for this claim.
At the same time, this does
not mean neglecting the other
side’s obligations. In the past
one year and nine months, the
Afghan interim government
has failed badly in fulfilling the
government’s commitments to
its people and its neighbors.
Failing to establish security and
provide a good livelihood to the
people have only led to further
migration of Afghan people to
and imposition of additional
pressures on its neighboring
countries, particularly Iran.

On the other hand, increased
border tensions, continued
drug ftrafficking and failure
to facilitate Iran’s water right
from the transboundary water
resources does not illustrate
a proper picture of reciprocal
interaction vis-a-vis the Islamic
Republic of Iran’s goodwill and
cooperative approach. Chang-
ing this approach and putting
the Afghan interim government
on the track of mutual interac-
tion, accountability and liability,
as important elements of good
governance, are among the se-
rious and humble demands of
the Afghan neighboring coun-
tries.

In addition to the bilateral in-
teractions of the regional coun-
tries with the Afghan officials,
the initiative of the First Meet-
ing of the Special Representa-
tives of Neighboring Countries
of Afghanistan to form political,
economic and security working
committees can be followed to
relay jointly these sympathetic
advices to the Afghan interim
government.

In conclusion, | would like to
end my statement by tabling
several recommendations and
proposals.

First recommendation: We be-
lieve that congested regional
and especially Afghanistan’s
problems can be properly
solved and managed through
the adoption of a sort of re-
gional cooperation model and
pattern to be supported by
the United Nations and other
international organizations.
Afghanistan should turn into a
geography of interaction and
cooperation for the countries
of the region. This requires

prohibition of unhealthy rivalry
and promotion of assistance to
each other with the objective of
advancing various economic,
social and humanitarian pro-
grams and packages. Avenues
of cooperation and regional
cooperation roadmap through
specialized meetings with the
presence of the Afghan inter-
im government authorities
who will inshallah soon form
an inclusive government seem
necessary for identifying the
projects needed in Afghanistan.
The share of Afghanistan’s
neighbors in such cooperation
and roadmap as well as their
financial and executive mech-
anisms provide the best solu-
tion for moving Afghanistan
towards stability and tranquility
and terminating several dec-
ades of hardship for its peo-
ple. The criteria for prioritizing
projects and programs should
be covering the maximum de-
mands and immediate needs of
the people of Afghanistan and
full participation of neighboring
countries in them. The best ex-
ample for such projects is re-
gional and international transit
projects which are capable of
creating stronger connectiv-
ity between Afghanistan and
its neighbors and can expand
global development roots. In
this way, meetings on Afghan-
istan will be turned from mere
dialog to practice and action to
realize stability and develop-
ment in that country and can
gradually make us closer to our
objectives.

Second recommendation: We
emphasize that reducing eco-
nomic pressure on the people
of Afghanistan can affect the
movement of refugees and dis-
placement and even the status
of terrorist groups. Therefore,
international and humanitari-
an organizations such as the
United Nations are expected
to step up humanitarian aid to
Afghanistan and take neces-
sary measures to improve its
economy, peace, security and
stability there.

Third recommendation: Culti-
vation of drugs and smuggling
of narcotics have increased
in great numbers during 20
years of American occupation
of Afghanistan. Moreover, the
Western and American intelli-
gence network mafia are pres-
ently involved directly in this
black trade and its expansion
and international organizations
and the Afghan interim govern-
ment must make more serious
efforts to stop and confront
them. The Islamic Republic of
Iran stands totally ready to es-
tablish closer cooperation with
the international organizations
and the Taliban government bi-
laterally or multilaterally to fight
with the world drug problem
and the trafficking and trade of
narcotics.

The Taliban, during the past

Over 1200 ha of lands equipped with modern irr-

gation svstems in Sistan-baluchestan

provinces with low rainfall, and in order to use the
available water of water sources, it is necessary and
vital to use modern systems for irrigating the agri-
cultural fields and gardens.
According to the project manager of Iranian Agri-
culture Ministry’s smart irrigation systems devel-
opment program, the purpose of implementing this
plan is to increase the productivity and sustaina-
bility of water and soil resources in the country to
ensure the sustainable production of agricultural
products.

Fariborz Abbasi, who is the head of the Agriculture

two years, have achieved par-
tial success in the fight against
Daesh and trouble makers and
war mongers. Such a fight
should be expanded in view of
regional cooperation with the
help of international organiza-
tions and the Islamic Republic
of Iran has contributed during
this period to the fight against
terrorists in Afghanistan.
Fourth recommendation: The
Islamic Republic of Iran be-
lieves that girls’ education is an
Islamic and human necessity
and is prelude to the growth,
progress and development of
nations. We must see the erad-
ication of obstacles in Afghani-
stan in this respect.

For this, the grounds have been
paved for the virtual education
of Afghan girls in Iran with all
considerations pertaining to Is-
lamic, cultural and civilizational
requirements of the region. My
country is ready to expand sci-
entific and academic capacities
in Afghanistan with the help of
the UN and cooperation of the
interim government in Kabul.
Fifth recommendation: The
United Nations during the
past 21 months has failed
to demonstrate appropriate
efforts in line with its pro-
fessional, humanitarian and
independent duties and obli-
gations towards Afghanistan.
It is necessary for the UN to
devote more effective efforts
to improving the conditions of
millions of Afghani refugees in
Iran and millions of Afghans
who have been internally dis-
placed in Afghanistan.

Sixth  recommendation: The
Taliban and the interim govern-
ment are in difficult conditions
due to failure to make serious
efforts to remove Afghani-
stan’s main challenges such as
the formation of an inclusive
government, protection of the
rights of Afghan citizens, cod-
ification of the constitution and
enjoyment of national capaci-
ties for the complete fight with
terrorism and improvement
of Afghan’s economy. They
should be aware that if present
problems continue to exist in
Afghanistan, not only the peo-
ple of that country but also all
the various regional factors and
capacities will be negatively af-
fected.

We emphasize that regional
cooperation and regional pat-
terns to resolve the problems
and crises of the past two years
provide reliable grounds for
a coordinated discourse and
maintaining regional initiatives
in the upcoming meeting in
Doha.

Once again, | would like to ap-
preciate the Uzbek government
for the well hosting of this
meeting.

A peaceful and stable Afghan-
istan is the wish of the people
and government of the Islamic
republic of Iran.

Ministry’s Water and Soil Department, has said in
smart agriculture human intervention in irrigation
management and planning is minimized by using

new technologies,” he explained.

Over the past four years, each year, an average of
150,000 hectares of farmlands have been equipped
with modern irrigation systems, and we have wit-
nessed a 300 percent jump, the official has stated.

The Agriculture Ministry is also taking the neces-
sary measures for supporting the domestic manu-

facturing of equipment used in these systems.

Iran FM meets
counterparts in
Uzhekistan

Iranian Foreign Minister Hos-
sein Amir Abdollahian met
with a number of foreign
counterparts in Uzbekistan,
where he headed the delega-
tion to participate in the 4th
meeting of the Conference of
Afghanistan’s Neighbors.
Amir Abdollahian met with
Uzbek Foreign Minister Bakh-
tiar Saidov, Tajik counterpart
Sirojiddin  Muhriddin, care-
taker Afghan Foreign Minis-
ter Amir Khan Motaqgi, and
Pakistani Minister of State
for Foreign Affairs Hinna
Rabbani.

In his meeting with Saidov,
Amir  Abdollahian  said
high-ranking Iranian and Uz-
bek officials are determined
to expand cooperation and
that it is necessary that they
use their existing possibil-
ities to realize the wishes of
the presidents of Iran and
Uzbekistan. Saidov, for his
part, thanked Amir Abdolla-
hian and his entourage for
accepting the invitation to
attend the 4th Conference of
Afghanistan’s Neighbors in
the historical city of Samar-
kand.

Amir  Abdollahian  and
Muhriddin  discussed  bi-
lateral issues and regional
developments on the side-
lines of the conference of Af-
ghanistan’s neighbors in Sa-
markand. Amir Abdollahian
described the holding of the
15th session of the Iran-Ta-
jikistan joint commission
last year as a factor in further
expanding ties between the
two countries. Muhriddin
expressed pleasure with the
recent agreement between
Iran and Saudi Arabia to re-
store their diplomatic rela-
tions. Muhriddin then spoke
about cooperation between
his country and Iran in differ-
ent spheres and said the Tajik
government is interested in
expanding and boosting ties
with Tehran.

In his meeting with Motaqgqi,
Iran’s chief diplomat called
the interaction between the
two countries in different are-
as as significant. He stressed
the need for establishing last-
ing security in Afghanistan
and underlined the necessity
of promoting cooperation
with Afghanistan in terms
of border security, avoiding
tension in the area and pre-
venting drug trafficking. Amir
Abdollahian said Iran’s right
to water from the Helmand
River is a chronic prob-
lem and the interim ruling
government in Afghanistan
must, for that matter, take
practical measures to resolve
the existing problems.

He then noted that the steps
taken by Afghanistan are
necessary but not sufficient,
adding that the main criterion
for Iran is tangible fulfillment
of its right to the Helmand
water, according to the Irani-
an foreign ministry.

As for the formation of an in-
clusive and participatory gov-
ernment in Afghanistan, Amir
Abdollahian said, “What we
have proposed to the inter-
ested parties in Afghanistan
during the last four decades
is that all ethnic groups and
factions should feel that Af-
ghanistan belongs to them.”
For his part, Afghanistan’s
Mottagi welcomed the issues
raised by the Iranian foreign
minister in the meeting.
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Raisi calls for unit-
ed Muslim front
against Zionist re-
gime

Iranian President Ebrahim Rai-
si conveyed his serious worry
over recent events in Palestine
in a phone call with Pakistani
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
on Thursday.

In light of the Zionist regime’s vi-
olation of Al-Agsa Mosque, Raisi
hoped that the Muslim world will
unite to put an end to the Israeli
regime’s heinous crimes.

He also denounced the atrocities
committed by the Zionist regime,
particularly their disrespect of
Al-Agsa Mosque.

The Iranian president also ex-
pressed confidence that Islamic
countries would establish a uni-
fied front to prevent the continu-
ance of Zionist atrocities, accord-
ing to his official website.
Hundreds of Palestinian wor-
shipping were injured and de-
tained as armed Israeli troops
conducted two raids on Al-Agsa
Mosque last week. Photos from
the attacks showed impris-
oned Palestinian worshippers
being brought into a van with
their wrists tied and their legs
and arms wrapped behind their
backs.

For his part, Prime Minister Sha-
rif criticized the recent criminal
acts of the Zionist regime. He
also called Pakistan an unwaver-
ing ally of the Palestinian people,
and expressed hope that the
Organization of Islamic Cooper-
ation (0IC) would unite to stop
further Zionist crimes.

Sharif also emphasized the need
to improve ties between Tehran
and Islamabad.

‘Cordial ties between Tehran and
Islamabad’

Raisi also praised the cordial
and long-standing ties between
Tehran and Islamabad and ex-
pressed optimism that they
would continue to grow, particu-
larly in the areas of business and
energy.

IRGC conducts naval
parades in solidarity
with Palestinians

The Islamic Revolution Guards
Corps (IRGC) Navy on Thursday
held maritime parades in Iran’s
northern and southern territorial
waters in order to express its un-
wavering support for the Pales-
tinian people and denounce the
Israeli regime’s heinous and bru-
tal crimes against the oppressed
nation.

Rear Admiral Alireza Tangsiri,
commander of the IRGC Navy,
said the sailors were participat-
ing in drills in the Persian Gulf,
the Caspian Sea, and the Sea of
Oman to demonstrate support
for the Palestinian people.

He added parades were taking
place concurrently at a num-
ber of ports around the Muslim
world, including Syria, Lebanon,
Yemen, Iraq, and elsewhere in
East Asia.

More than 2,700 IRGC Navy
boats were participating in the
parades to show solidarity for
the Palestinian cause and the
Intifada, according to Admiral
Tangsiri.

He went on to say, “Today, sup-
porters of Palestine are flying
the Palestinian national flag in
120 different nations. The flag
of the oppressed Palestinians is
being raised even by citizens of
British and European nations.
Even though Palestine and the
Palestinians are under pressure,
they remain resilient because
they have relationship with God.”
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Avoid losing weight
during Ramadan

Source:

By:

While some people gain weight during
the holy month of Ramadan, others
struggle to keep their weight from fall-
ing off the normal range. In fact, fasting
could be quite a challenge for maintain-
ing a healthy body weight. Especially, if
your food intake is not enough to meet
the minimum caloric requirements for
the basic needs of the body.

SHOULD YOU WORRY ABOUT WEIGHT
LOSS DURING FASTING?

You need not worry, unless your weight
is at the borderline of the normal range
or lower than the normal value. You
can find out if you are underweight by
calculating your BMI. To do this, di-
vide your weight by the square of your
height; if you get a number of 18.5 or

less then you your weight is below nor-
mal and you should prevent any further
weight loss.

WHY DO SOME PEOPLE LOSE WEIGHT
DURING RAMADAN?

Sometimes fasting could last up to 13
hours or more. During this time the
body needs glucose which serves as
its energy source and is necessary for
its proper functioning. Glucose from
food could last up to a maximum of 5
hours, after that the body tends to use
its fat stores in order to provide the nec-
essary energy. And not restoring these
reserves after fasting would result in
weight loss

WAYS TO AVOID LOSING WEIGHT:

* Have your Iftar in two stages:Some

people can get full just by eating salad
and soup, resulting in them having just
a little bit of the main dish. This usu-
ally ends up with inadequate caloric
intake and might lead to weight loss.
You should instead try to have your Iftar
meal in two sessions. First have dates,
soup and salad. Then go for Maghreb
Prayer and come back to have your
main dish. In this way you would have
given your stomach enough time to
prepare for the main dish.

e Good to Remember:If you feel full
quickly during Ramadan, then make
sure you drink water between your
meals and not with them. Have 1 glass
at the beginning of Iftar, wait a couple of
minutes then enjoy your meal. The rest

(6-7 glasses of water or fluids) can be
divided within your non-fasting hours
but only 2 hours after food.

e Enrich your dishes with healthy calo-
ries:Sprinkle a generous amount of ol-
ive oil to your salad, or slice some olives
on your baked, low fat cheese sambosa.
You can also add some nuts over your
salads and Ramadan desserts.

* Have an extra nutritious snack between
your Iftar and Suhour:When you are out
for the evening, have mankoushe with a
glass of laban, a bowl of hummus (bal-
ila) with a glass of fruit cocktail juice or
simply a cheese sandwich and a glass
of milk. Remember to take your sweets
after this snack so you fill up on nutri-
tious foods first.

32 tons of honey produced i Alborz county m a year

>

 Make sure to have your Suhour:It will
be very difficult to meet your nutritional
requirements with just one meal. This
is why it is absolutely essential to have
a proper Suhour to provide your body
with the additional calories vital for your
wellbeing, and to prevent any undesira-
ble weight loss.

In conclusion, there are many ways to
boost your calories and avoid losing
weight during this month. You can do
that by adding healthy nutrient- and
calorie-dense ingredients to the foods
you are eating. These include healthy
oils, nuts, avocados and olives. Also
remember to remain physically active
during this month since this will help
stimulate your appetite

As announced by the head of the Agriculture Department of Alborz coun-
ty (in Qazvin province), 32 tons of honey were produced in 74 apiaries of
this county in the past Iranian calendar year 1401 (ended on March 21).

Alireza Borkhi said, currently, the number of beehives in this county is

7,424, based on the latest census.

According to the latest census of the country’s apiaries by the Agricul-
ture Ministry, the production of honey is 136,000 tons in the country, a
board member of the Iran Beekeepers Association announced.

Mohammad Fekri said that with producing 30,000 tons of honey per
annum, West Azarbaijan province supplies more than 22 percent of the

country’s annual honey, East Azarbaijan, Fars, Ardebil and Kermanshah
provinces come next, and about 43 percent of the honey is produced in
other provinces.
As stated by the chairman of the Animal Science Research Institute of
Iran (ASRI), Iran ranks third in the world in the number of apiaries.
Mokhtar Mohajer also said that Iran’s rank in honey production is chang-
ing and moving between fourth and sixth place in the world.

Based on the data released by the United Nations Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAQ), Iran is the third-largest producer of honey in the
world.

1.;;14. ‘!’ Jq‘_i:’ -

[ran, world's 22nd laroest eemmmy based on 6P

S _ A

-

-~ T IRREEEE

The International Monetary Fund (IMF)
in its latest report on the countries’
gross domestic product based on pur-
chasing power parity — GDP (PPP)-,
ranked Iran the 22nd in the world in
2022, Tasnim news agency reported on
Friday.

In this report, the IMF announced the
GDP of 193 countries in the world, in-
cluding Iran, in the previous year.
According to the calculations of this
international organization, Iran’s GDP
based on the purchasing power parity,
has reached $1.596 trillion in 2022,
which has increased by $141 billion
compared to the preceding year.

With its GDP (PPP) of $1.596 trillion
in 2022, Iran has been recognized as
the 22nd largest economic power in
the world in the past year, according to
which Iran’s economy is bigger than the
economies of 171 other countries in the
world.

Iran’s economy ranks 22nd among 193
countries in the world, while the coun-
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try is under the most severe sanctions
imposed on a country’s economy in
history.

The World Bank, in its latest Middle East
and North Africa (MENA) Economic Up-
date report, released on April 6, predict-
ed that the Iranian economy grows by
two percent in 2023.

The bank in its report titled “Growth
Slows for Most MENA Economies
Amid Double-Digit Food Inflation”, an-
nounced that 15 countries in the MENA
region will have lower economic growth
in 2023 than the previous year.

In its latest report on the economic situ-
ation of the Middle East and North Afri-
ca region, the World Bank has predicted
a three percent growth for the region’s
economy in 2023.

At the same time, Iran is among the
countries that will experience the lowest
drop in its economic growth in 2023.
The World Bank has predicted that
Iran’s economic growth will reach two
percent this year. Iran experienced a 2.7
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percent growth in its economy in the
previous year.

Back in January, the World Bank, in
its latest Global Economic Prospects
(GEP) report, saw the Iranian economy
growing by 2.2 percent in 2023, despite
a sharp, long-lasting slowdown in the
global economy.

“Our latest forecasts indicate a sharp,
long-lasting slowdown, with glob-
al growth declining to 1.7 percent in
2023 from 3.0 percent expected just six
months ago,” the report read.
Following the global economy, the
Islamic Republic of Iran’s economic
growth in 2023 was also revised down
by 0.5 percentage points, to 2.2 per-
cent, on account of slower growth in
key trading partners.

Based on the report, the deterioration
in the global economy is broad-based
in virtually all regions of the world in
the current year, and per-capita income
growth will be slower than it was during
the decade before COVID-19.

In its latest report, the Organiza-
tion of the Petroleum Exporting
Countries (OPEC) announced the
increase of 37,000 barrels per day
(bpd) of Iranian oil production in
the first quarter of 2023, and an-
nounced the average price of Irani-
an heavy oil in this period at $80.67.
In its latest monthly report, the or-
ganization, citing secondary sourc-
es, announced that Iran’s average
oil production in the first quarter of
this year reached 2.565 million bar-
rels per day, Tasnim news agency
reported on Friday.

Last week, Iranian President Ebra-
him Raisi said that the oil and gas
sector experienced a growth of nine
percent in the past Iranian calendar
year 1401 (ended on March 20).
The President considered the
growth of production in 1401 prom-
ising and said: “We will strongly fol-
low the wise slogan of 1402 which
is “Inflation Control and Production
growth”.

Oil Minister Javad Oji has recently

[rmian ol produetion lp
34,000 bpd i Q1: OPEC

said that a new record high will be
reached in the country’s oil export
in the current Iranian calendar year.
The country’s oil export in 1401 was
83 million barrels more than that of
1400, and 190 million barrels more
than the export in 1399, the minis-
ter announced.

Underlining that now oil export has
reached the highest figure in the last
two years, the official said, “Consid-
ering that the Qil Ministry is one of
the main providers of the country’s
foreign currency; in the 13th gov-
ernment, despite the tightening of
cruel sanctions, fortunately, thanks
to the grace of God and the efforts
of our colleagues in the country’s
oil and gas industries, there are
good records in the field of export-
ing crude oil, gas condensate, and
petroleum and petrochemical prod-
ucts.”

Despite the negative impacts of the
U.S. sanctions, Iran has been ramp-
ing up its oil production and exports
over the past few months.
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